EZEKIEL. 


INTRODUCTION. 


We know scarcely anything of 
Ezekiel except what we learn from 
the Book that bears his name.' Of 
the date and authorship of this 
Book there has scarcely been any 
serious question. The book of Eze- 
kiel has ever formed part of the 
Hebrew Canon of the Old Testa- 
ment?; and is found in the most 
ancient Versions. 

Ezekiel? (God strengtheneth or 
hardencth) was the son of Buzi, a 
priest probably of the family of 
Zadok. He was one of those who 
went into exile with Jehoiachin (2 
K. xxiv. 14), and would seem to 
have belonged to the higher class, 
2 supposition agreeing with the con- 
sideration accorded to him by his 
fellow exiles (viii 1, &¢). The 
chief scene of his ministry was 
Tel-A bib in Northern Mesopotamia, 
on the river Chebar, along the 
banks of which were the settle- 
ments of the exiles. He was 
probably born in or near J erusa- 


1 An apocryphal tradition says that_ he 
was aiantened »y one of his fellow-exiles ; 
and in the middle ages his tomb was 
shewn, distant afew days’ journey from 
Bagdad. 

2 About the time of the destruction of 
Jerusalem, 2 question wasraised as to the 
authenticity of Ezekiel on the ground of 
a supposed discrepancy between passages 
of his writings and the teaching of the Pen- 
tateuch—cp. ¢.g. xviii. 20 with Exod. xx. 
5; but this was a mere critical discussion, 
and the difficulty was solved by recon- 
ciling the passages objected to. 
ae ‘The name also occurs in 1 Chr. xxiv. 


lem, where he must certainly have 
lived many years before he was 
carried into exile. The date of his 
entering upon the prophetical cfhice 
is givenini. 1; anc if, as is not un- 
likely, he entered upon this cflice 
at the legal age of thirty, he must 
have been about fourteen years of 
age when Josiah died, In this 
case he could not have exercised 
the priestly functions at Jerusalem ; 
but as his father was a priest (i. 3), 
he was no doubt brought up in the 
courts of the temple, and so kecame 
familiar with its services and ar- 
rangements. 

Ezekiel lived in a house of his 
own, was married, and lost his wife 
in the ninth year of his exile. Of 
the rest of his life we know 
nothing. 

The period during which Ezekiel 
prophesied in Chaldea was signal- 
ized by the miserable reign of 
Zedekiah, ending in his imprison- 
ment and death,—hby the destruc- 
tion of the Temple, the sack of 
Jerusalem, and the final deportation 
of its inhabitants,—by Gedaliah’s 
shovt regency over the poor rem- 
nant left behind in the country, his 
treacherous murder, and the flight: 
of the conspirators, conveying J ere- 
miah with them into Egypt,—and 
by Nebuchadnezzar’s conquests in 
the neighbouring countries, and 
especially his prolonged siege of 
Tyre, 

The year in which Ezekicl de- 
livered his prophecies against Egypt 
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corresponds with the first year of 
the reign of Pharaoh-Hophra, the 
Apries of Herodotus. The acces. 
sion (B.C. 589) of this king to the 
Egyptian throne affected very ma- 
terially the future of the kingdom 
of Judah. Since the first capture 
of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar 
the Jews had found the service of 
the Chaldeans a hard one, and were 
ready at any moment to rise and 
shake off the yoke. Egypt was the 
only power from which they could 
hope for effectual support; and 
Egypt had long been inactive. The 
power of Necho was broken at 
Carchemish (B.c. 605, Jer. xlvi. 2; 
2 K. xxiv. 7). Apries, during his 
reign of 19 years, was minded to 
recover the ground which his grand- 
father and father had lost in Pales- 
tine and in Syria. Rumours of 
these designs had no doubt reached 
the Jews, both in Jerusalem and in 
captivity, and they were watching 
their opportunity to break with 
Babylon and ally themselves with 
Egypt. Against such an alliance 
Ezekiel came forward to protest. 
He told his countrymen that their 
hopes of safety lay not in shaking 
oft a yoke, which they could not do 
without the grossest perjury, but 
in repenting of their sins and turn- 
ing to the God of their fathers. 
The fallacy of the hopes enter- 
tained by the Jews of deliverance 
through Egypt was soon made 
manifest. In the course of the 
final siege of Jerusalem, Hophra 
attempted a diversion which proved 
unsuccessful. Nebuchadnezzar left 
the siege of Jerusalem to attack 
the Egyptians, who—forced to re- 
treat over the borders—offered no 
further resistance to the captor of 
Jerusalem (Jer. xxxvii. 5-8). It 
was at this time that Ezekiel com- 
menced the series of prophecies 
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against Egypt (xxix.—xxxii.), which 
were continued until the blow fell 
upon that country and ended in 
the ruin and deposition of Pharaoh- 
Hophra. 

This Book throws much light 
upon the condition and the feelings 
of the Jews both in the Holy Land 
and in exile, and upon the relation 
of the two parties to each other. 

Idolatry remained in Jerusalem, 
even among the priests and in the 
Temple (viii. 5, seq.), and clung to 
the exiles (xiv. 3, seg.), though 
probably in a less decided degree. 
Mixed up with this unfaithful- 
ness to the true God there was 
prevalent a superstitious confidence 
in His disposition to protect the 
city and people, once His own. 
Utterly disregarding the conditional 
character of His promises, and the 
more spiritual nature of His bless- 
ings, men satisfied themselves that 
the once glorious Jerusalem never 
would and never could be over- 
thrown (xiii. 2, seq.). Hence arose 
the foolish rebellions of Zedekiah, 
commencing in reckless perjury, 
and terminating in calamity and 
disgrace. Connected with this feel- 
ing was a strange reversal of the 
relative positions of the exiles and 
of the Jews at home. The latter, 
though only the meancst of the 
people (2 K. xxiv. 14), affected te 
despise their exiled countrymen 
(xi. 14, seg.) ; and Ezekiel had to 
assure his fellow-exiles that to them 
and not to the Jews in Palestine 
belonged the enduring title of God’s 
people (xi. 16, 17, 20). 

But though the voice of the pro- 
phet may have sounded hack to 
the country which he had left, yet 
Ezekiel’s special mission wasto those 
among whom he dwelt. He had (a) 
to convince them of God’s utter ab- 
horrence of idclatry, and of the sure 
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and irrevocable doom of those who 
practised it; (4) to shew that the 
Chaldeans were the instruments of 
God, and that therefore resistance 
to them was both hopeless and un- 
lawful ; (c) to destroy their presump- 
tuous confidence in external privi- 
leges, to open their cyes to a truer 
sense of the nature of the Divine 
promises; and, lastly, to raisc their 
drooping hearts by unfolding to 
them the truce character of the 
Divine government, and the end for 
which it was administered. The 
Book of Ezekiel may be said in this 
respect to be the moral of the Cap- 
tivity. For the Captivity was not 
simply a Divine judgment, but o 
preparation for a better state, an 
awakening of higher hopes. These 
hopes it was Ezekiel’s part to direct 
and satisfy. He was to set before 
his countrymen the prospect of a 
restoration, reaching far beyond a 
return to their native soil ; he was 
to point to an inauguration of 
divine worship far more solemn 
than was to be secured by the recon- 
struction of the city or Temple on 
its original site in its original form. 
Their very condition was intended, 
and was calculated, to stir their 
hearts to their inmost depths, and 
awaken thoughts which must find 
their answer in the messages charac- 
teristic of Gospel truth. In the Law 
there had been intimations of resto- 
ration upon repentance (Deut. xxx. 
1-10): but this is expanded by 
Ezekiel (xviii), and the operations 
of the Holy Spirit are brought 
prominently forward (xxxvil 9, 
10). 

The mission of Ezekiel should be 
compared with that of his country- 
man, Jeremiah, who began his pro- 
phetical office earlier, but continued 
it through the best part of the 
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time during which Ezekiel himself 
laboured. Both had to deliver 
much the same messages, and there 
is a marked similarity in their 
utterances. But Jeremiah’s mission 
was incomparably the more mourn- 
ful one (see p. 160). Ezekiel’s task 
was, indeed, a bitter one; but per- 
sonally he soon acquired respect 
and attention, and if at first op- 
posed, was at last listened to if not 
obeyed. He may have been instru- 
mental, together with Daniel, in 
working that reformation in the 
Jewish people, which certainly was 
to some extent effected during the 
Captivity. 

One of the immediate effects of 
the Captivity was the reunion of 
the severed tribes of Israel. The 
political reasons which had sun- 
dered them were at an end; a 
common lot begat sympathy in the 
sufferers; and those of the ten 
tribes who even in their separation 
had been conscious of a natural 
unity, and could not but recognize 
in the representative of David the 
‘true centre of union, would be 
naturally inclined to seek this unity 
in amalgamation with the exiles of 
Judah. In the course of the years 
which had clapsed since their exile, 
the numbers of the ten tribes may 
well have wasted away, partly 
through absorption among the hea- 
then who surrounded them; and 
thus the exiles from Judah may 
have far exceeded in number and 
importance those who yet remained 
of the exiles of Israel. Accordingly 
we find in Ezekiel the terms Judah 
and Israel applied indiscriminately 
to those among whom the prophet 
dwelt (see xiv. 1); and the sins of 
Israel, no less than those of Judah, 
are summed up in the reproof of 
his countrymen. All descendants 
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of Abraham were again being 
drawn together as one people, and 
this was to be effected by the 
separated members gathering again 
around the legitimate centre of 
government and of worship, under 
the supremacy of Judah. The 
amalgamation of the exiles of Israel 
and of Judah is in fact distinctly 
predicted by Jeremiah (Jer. iii. 18); 
a prediction which had its accom- 
plishment in the restoration of the 
people to their native land by the 
decree of Cyrus (ep. also xxxvii. 16, 
seqy.). Attempts have been made 
from time to time to discover the 
lost ten tribes, by persons expect- 
ing to find, or thinking that they 
have found, them existing still as a 
separate community, According 
to the foregoing view the time of 
Captivity was the time of reunion. 
Ezekiel’s mission was to the house 
of Israel, not only to those who 
came out with him from Jerusalem 
or Judah, but to those also of the 
stock whom he found residing in a 
foreign land, where they had been 
settled for more than 100 years 
(xxxvii. 16 and xlviii. 1). 

The order and the character of 
the prophecies which this Book 
contains are in strict accordance 
with the prophet’s mission. His 
first utterances are those of bitter 
denuneittion of judgment upon a 
rebellious people, and these threat- 
enings ave continued until the storm 
breaks in full fury upon the deserted 
city. Then the note is changed. 
There are yet indeed threatenings, 
but they are for unfaithful shep- 
herds, and for the cnemies of Ged’s 
people. The remainder of the Book 
is full of reassurances, of hopes and 
promises of renovation and bless- 
ing, in which the spiritual pre- 
dominates over the temporal, and 
the kingdom of Christ takes the 
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place of the kingdom upon Mount 
Zion.' 

The prophecies are therefore in 
general arranged in chronological 


order. So far as the people of God 


1 The prophecies are divided into 
groups by dates prefixed to various chap- 
ters, and we may assume that those pro- 
phecies which are without date were 
delivered at the same time as the last 
given date, or at any rate followed closely 
upon it. 

1. The fifth year of Jehoiachin’s captivity. 

Chs. i.—vii. Mzekiel’s call, and predic- 
tions of the coming siege of Jerusalem, 


2. The sixth year. 
Chs. viiii—xix. An inspection of the 
whole condition of the people, with pre- 
dictions of coming punsalionient. 


3. The seventh year. 
Chs. xx.—xxiii, Fresh reproofs and 
fresh predictions of the coming ruin, 


4. The ninth year, 
Ch. xxiv. ‘Che year in which the siege 
began. The declarations that the city 
should be overthrown, 


5. The same year. 
Ch. xxv. Prophecies against Moab, 
Ammon, and the Philistines. 


6. Eleventh. year. 
In this year Jerusalem waz taken after 
a siege of eighteen months. and the 
temple destroyed. 
Chs, xxvi.—xxviii. Prophecies against 
Tyre. 
7. The tenth near, 
Ch. xxix. 1—16. Frophecy against 
Eyypt. 
8. The tiwenty-serenth year, 
Ch. xxix. 17—xxx.19. Prophecy against 
Egypt. 
9. The clerenth year, 
Ch. xxx. 20—xxxi. 18. Prophecy against 
Egypt. 
10. The twelfth year. 
Ch. xxxii. Prophecy against Egypt. 
11. The seme year, 
Chs. xxxiiii—xxxiv. Reproof of unfaith- 
ful rulers. 


12. Lhe same year, or some ear betaceen 
the twelfth and. twentu-fifth, 
Ch. xxxv. Judgment of Mount Seir. 


13. The same year. 
Chs. xxxvi.—xxxix. Visions of comfort. 
Overthrow of Gog. 
14. The twenty-fifth year. 
Chs. xl. —xlviii. ‘The vision of the 
Temple. 
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were concerned, there are two chief 
groups, (1) those delivered before 
(chs. i-xxiv.), (2) those delivered 
after the destruction of the city 
(chs, xxxiii—xlviii.). There was an 
interval during which the prophet’s 
mouth was closed so far as regarded 
the children of his people, from the 
ninth to the twelfth year of the 
Captivity. During this interval 
he was guided to utter words of 
threatening to the heathen nations, 
and these utterances find their 
place (chs. xxv.-xxxii). They form 
a suitable transition from the de- 
elaration of God’s wrath to that of 
His mercy towards His people, be- 
cause the punishment of their 
enemies is in itself a part of the 
deliverance of His people. But the 
arrangement of these prophecies 
against the heathen is rather local 
than chronological, so that, as in 
the case of Egypt, several prophe- 
cies delivered at various times on 
the same subject are brought 
together. 

The leading characteristics of 
Ezekiel’s prophecies are, first, his 
use of visions; secondly, his con- 
stant reference to the earlier writ- 
ings of the Old Testament. The 
second of these characteristics is 
especially seen by his application of 
the Pentateuch. It is not merely 
the voice of a priest, imbued with 
the Law which it was his profes- 
sion to study. It is the voice of 
the Holy Spirit Himself, teaching 
us that the Law, which came from 
God, is ever just, wise, and holy, 
and preparing the way for the en- 
lurged interpretation of the ancient 
testimonies, which our blessed Lord 
Himself afterwards promulgated. 

In regard to visions, the most 
striking is that in which is revealed 
to him the majesty of God (ch. i. 
notes). Besides these are visions 
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of ideal scenes (e.g. ch. viii.) and of 
symbolical actions (e.g. ch. iv.).° 

The Temple and its services 
furnish much of the imagery and 
figurative language of the Book. 
These ordinances were but the shell 
containing within the kernels of 
eternal truth ; these were the 
shadows, not the substance; and 
when the Spirit of God would re- 
veal by the mouth of Ezekiel spiri- 
tual realities, He permitted the 
prophet to clothe them in thoso 
symbols with which he and his 
country were familiar. Some have 
insisted that the language of the 
prophet takes its colour from the 
scenes which surround him, that 
the living creatures (ch. i), for in- 
stanco, weresuggested by the strange 
forms of Assyrian sculpture fami- 
liar to us through recent explora- 
tions. But these living creatures 
(like the Seraphim of Isaiah, vi. 2) 
have much more in common with 
the Cherubim of the Jewish Temple 
than with the’ winged figures of 
Assyria. And though here and 
there we find traces of the place of 
his sojourn (as in iv. 1), it is but 
seldom. By the waters of Baby- 
lon the prophet remembered Zion, 
and his language, like his subject, 
was for the most pert not of Chal- 
dea but of Jerusalem. 

The various systems of interpre- 


5 This form was not unknown to the 
earlier prophets. Isaiah has in his sixth 
chapter a vision resembling that with 
which the book of Ezekiel opens. Jere- 
mioh has many symbolical actions similar 
to those of Ezekiel : but that which was 
heretofore kept in the background is now 
brought to the front, and while we find in 
Ezekiel direct addresses to the people, as 
in the older prophets, these are less fre- 
quent; while on the other hand we find 
no prophecy communicated to him by 
dreams, as was the case with Daniel. 
The form of his prophecy may then be 
said to bea kind of transition from the 
earlier to the later mode. 
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tation of Ezekiel’s prophecies have 
been summed up under the heads 
of (1) historical, (2) allegorical, (3) 
typical, (4) symbolical, (5) Judais- 
tical.® 

To many the prophecy is still in 
the course of fulfilment ; the Tem- 
ple in its completeness is for the 
time when the kingdom of Christ 
shall he fully established, and He 
shall have put down all rule and all 
principalities and power, to deliver 
up the kingdom unto the Father, 
that God may be all in all (see ch. 
XXXVii. notes). 

The relation of the visions of 
Ezekiel to those of the Apocalypse 
is very marked. So much is com- 
mon to the two Books, that it is 
impossible to doubt that there is 
in the Revelation of St. John a 
designed reference to the older seer. 
It is not merely that the same 
images are employed, which might 
be supposed naturally to belong to 
a common apocalyptic language, but 


* The historical supposes Ezekiel’s pro- 
phecies and visions to have their purpose 
and fulfilment in the restoration after the 
seventy years. The allegorical gathers 
spiritual lessons from any part according 
to the fancy of the interpreter. The typi- 
eal recognizes, both in the history, and in 
the Temple and its services, types of the 
Christian Church and its ordinances (as 
e.g., in the Epistle to the Hebrews). The 
syntbolical is supplementary to the former 
method; the types were in themselves 
symbolical. The Tabernacle or Temple 
and its ordinances, its measurements and 
arrangements, no less than its sacrifices, 
had their meaning, and were intended by 
the Divine Lawgiver to express it. Ac- 
cording to the Judaistical method the 
prophecies look forward to the restoration 
of the Jews to their native soil, to the 
establishment of an earthly kingdom, 
having Jerusalem for its capital, with a 
new T'emple and restored services, Messiah 
for the King, His subjects heing the whole 
rompany of believers incorporated with 
the twelve tribes of Israel. In this way 
either the Christian is to be absorbed in 
the Jewish, or the Jewish in the Christian 
Church, 
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in some of the visions there is a 
resemblance which can only be ac- 
counted for by an identity of sub- 
ject ; and as the subject is by St 
John often more precisely defined, 
the later vision throws great light 
upon the former. For example, 
the opening visions cf Ezekiel and 
of St. John can scarcely be other- 
wise than substantially identical. 
As there can be no doubt who is 
designated by St. John, we are led 
by an irresistible conclusion to re- 
cognize in the vision of Ezekiel the 
manifestation of the glory of God 
in the person of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, made Man, wx Whom dwelt 
all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. 
But while the central object is the 
same there are in the two visions 
marked differences.’ In Ezekiel, 
the various particulars are parts of 
one whole, which represents the 
manifestations of the glory of God 
upon ecrth, and in all the creatures 
of the earth : in St, John the scene 
is Heaven. Again, a characteristic 
feature of Ezekiel’s prophecy is the 
declaration of God’s judgments, 
first against the rebellious city, and 
then against the enemies of the 
chosen people. In the Revelation 
the same figures, both to denote 
wickedness and its punishment, 
which are by Ezekiel applied to 
idolatrous Judah, are by St. John 
turned upon idolatrous Babylon. 
The image of Babylon as the great 


* So, also, in the figures of a building 
there is _a most significant difference 
between Ezekiel and St. John. Ezekiel, 
writing before the old Dispensation had 
passed away, is guided to represent the 
perfection of worship under the form of a 
renewed and more complete ritual; the 
Christian seer, writing under the new 
Dispensation, represents to us the ‘true 
character of the worship of God (Rev. xxi. 
22), foretold by our Lord Himself, “ not 
in Jerusalem, nor in this mountain, but 
everywhere in spirit and in truth.” 
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whore finds its parallel in the whore- 
doms of Aholah and Aholibah (ch. 
xxiii), and the judgment is pro- 
nounced upon the former in the very 
terms whichin Ezekielare employed 
against the latter (ep. Rev. xvii. 16 
and Ezek. xxiii. 36, &c.).° The repe- 
tition of such descriptions by the 
Christian seer must be owing to 
something more than the mere em- 
ployment of figurative language 
already in use; in fact, just as our 
Lord’s predictions of the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem are so mixed up 
with those of the end of the world, 
that we learn to regard the destruc- 
tion of the city as the type and 
anticipation of the final judgment, 
so in the adoption of Ezekiel’s lan- 
guage and figures by St. John, we 
see a proof of the extended meaning 
of the older prophecies. It is one 
conflict, waged from the first, and 
waging still; the conflict of evil 
with good, of the world with God, 
to be accomplished only in the final 
consummation, to which the Revela- 
tion manifestly conducts us. 

There is one feature in the writ- 
ings of Ezekiel, which deserves 
particular notice. This is (to use a 
modern term) their Eschatological 
character, ae. their reference not 
merely to an end, but to the very 
end of all (see, eg. chs. vii. and 
xxxvi.). There are many parts 
which have special reference to the 
circumstances of the prophet and 
his countrymen. The local and the 
temporary seem to predominate ; 


8 Further, the dirge of Babylon with its 
merchants and merchandize (Rev. xviii. 
11 &c.), recalls forcibly the dirge of ‘I'yre 
(ch. xxvii.) ; and thefowlsof the airaresum- 
moned to fatten upon the carcases of the 
armies of Babylon in the same manner as 
upon those of the army of Gog ae Ezek. 
xxxix. 17 and Rev. xix. 17). The same 
mighty array of forces under Gog and their 
overthrow is found in Ezekiel (ch. xxxviii.) 
and in the Revelation (ch. xx). 
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but looking closely, more than this 
is to be found, The reiteration of 
the threats of the Law® by Ezekiel 
proves that the events which he 
predicts form part of that plan 
which was set forth at the com- 
mencement of the national life of 
the children of Israel. And as this 
fundamental plan of government 
reached beyond the time of any one 
visitation, so Ezekiel’s predictions 
of siege, of slaughter, of dispersion, 
had not their final accomplishment 
in the consequences of the Chal- 
dean conquest. This is borne out 
by the history of the Jewish nation. 
There is no city of which such 
dreadful sieges are recorded as the 
city of Jerusalem. The horrors 
predicted by Moses and by Ezekiel 
have had their literal fulfilment on 
more than one occasion ; yet the 
discourses of our Lord (Matt. xxiv., 
Luke xxi.) repeat the same pre- 
dictions, and manifestly look for- 
ward to the end of time, to the 
final judgment of the world. As, 
therefore, each temporal judgment 
foreshadows the final retribution, 
so one prophecy may be directly 
addressed to many periods of time, 
in all of which the immutable law 
illustrates itself in the history of 
nations and individuals. This gives 
the principle upon which we are to 
interpret even those passages in 
Ezekiel which seem most particu- 
larly to refer to Israel and to Jeru- 
salem. St. John the Baptist, St. 
Paul, and our Lord Himself, teach 
us to regard believers in Christ as 
the true Israel, the real children of 
Abraham; and this because con- 
nected with the truth, that the 
institution of the Church of Christ 
is only a continuance of the plan 


> Cp. v. 2, with Lev. xxvi. 33 ;—xiv. 21, 
with Lev. xxvi. 22, 25, 26 ;—xvi. 38, with 
Deut. xxii. 22. 
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according to which God called 
Abrahan out of the world, and 
separated his descendants to be a 
peculiar people to Himself. Israel 
represents the visible Church, 
brought into special relation with 
God Himself. The prophetical 
warnings have therefore their ap- 
plications to the Christian Church 
when neglectful of the obligations 
which such relation imposes. Many 
of the calauimities of Christendom have 
been the direct consequence of de- 
puriure from the principles of the 
Jaw of Christ (cp. James iv. 1). 
These predictions of Ezekiel are 
therefore not to be interpreted 
simply as illustrative of, but as 
directly predictive of, the future of 
the Church, Jewish and Christian, 
until the end of time, This view 
is confirmed by the introduction 
of passages setting forth in the 
strongest terms individual responsi- 
hility (see especially ch. xviii. ). Their 
peculiar appropriateness to such a 
Book as that of Ezekiel is best 
seen when we perceive that he is 
addressing, not simply the histori- 
eal Israel of his own day, but the 
whole body who have been, like 
Israel of old, called forth to be 
God’s people, and who will be 
called to strict account for the 
neglect of their consequent privi- 
lees (see xi. 19 seq.). 

The parts of the Book were pro- 
bably arranged by the prophet 
hiinself, who, at the same time, 
pretixed the dates to the several 
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prophecies. The precision of these 
dates affords a clear proof that the 
prophecies were in the first instance 
orally delivered, written down at 
the time of their delivery, and 
afterwards, under the direction of 
the Holy Spirit, put together into 
one volume, to form a part of those 
Scriptures which God has be- 
queathed as a perpetual inheritance 
to His Church. 

Some have thought that the fre- 
quent insertion of passages from 
older writers is characteristic rather 
of an author than of a prophet; 
but even if Ezekiel, the priest, im- 
bued not only with the spirit, but 
also with the letter, of the Law en- 
grafted it upon his predictions, this 
can in no degree lessen the autho- 
rity of his commission as a prophet, 
The greater part of this Book is 
written in prose, although the im- 
ages employed are highly poetical. 
Some portions, however, may be 
regarded as poetry ; as, for instance, 
the dirge of the kings (ch. xix.), the 
lay of the sword (xxi. 8 seq.), the 
dirges of Tyre (chs. xxvii, xxviii.) 
and of Egypt (chs. xxxi, xxxii.). 
The language bears marks of the 
later style, which was introduced 
at the time of the Babylonish Cap- 
tivity. 

Points of contact in the writings 
of Ezekiel, Daniel, Zechariah, and 
St. John, are numerous, and the 
principal will be found noted in 
the marg. reff. 
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Cuap. 1. NOW it came to pass in the thirtieth year, in the fourth 

month, in the fifth day of the month, as I wus among the 'cap- 
the river of Chebur, that *the heavens were openct, 
2 and I saw ‘visions of God. In the fifth 


1 Heh. captivity. 


tives *by 


Cus. I.—III. contain the account of Eze- 
kiel’s call. 

A mighty whirlwind issues from the 
North, and a dark cloud appears in that 

uarter of the heavens. In the midst of 
the cloud is an area of dazzling brightness 
surrounded by encircling flames. ‘Therein 
are seen four beings of strange and myste- 
rious shape standing so a4 to form a square, 
below their feet are four wheels, and over 
their heads a throne on which is seated the 
likeness of a man dimly seen, while a voice 
issuing from the throne summons the pro- 
phet to his office. 

1. The thirtieth year being closely con- 
nected with as J, is rather in favour of con- 
sidering this a personal date. It is not 
improbable that Ezekiel was called to his 
office at the age prescribed in the Law for 
Tevites (Num. iv. 23, 30), at which uge 
hoth John the Baptist and our Lord began 
their ministry. His call is probably to he 
connected with the letter sent by Jeremiah 
to the captives (Jer. xxix.) written a few 
months previously. Some reckon this date 
from the accession of Nabopolassar, father 
af Nebuchadnezzar. 3.c. 625, and suppose 
that Ezekiel here gives a Babylonian, as in 
2.2 aJewish, date ; but it is not certain that 
this accession formed an era in Babylon 
and Ezekiel does not elsewhere give a 
double date, or even a Babylonian date 
Others date from the 18th year of Josiah, 
when Hilkiah discovered the book of the 
Law (supposed to be a jubilee year): this 
would give B.c. 594 a3 the 30th year, but 
there is no other instance in Ezekiel of 
reckoning from this year. 

the captives] Not in confinement, but re- 
stricted to the place of their settlement. 

_ the fourth month] Afonth is not expressed 
in the original. This is the common method. 
Before the Captivity the months were de- 
scribed not by proper names but by their or- 
der, the jirst, the second, &c. ; the first month 
corresponding neazly with our April. After 
the Captivity the Jews brought back with 
them the proper names of the months, Nisan 
&c. (probably those used in Chaldiea). 

Chebar] The modern Khabour rises near 


«ch, 3. 18. 
& lO. 1h, 

& So Matt. 3. 
18 


Acts 7. 6G. 
Key, 1. 13. 
ceh. & 3. 


day of the mouth, 


— 


Nisibis and flows into the Euphrates near 
Kerkesiah, 200 miles north of Babylon. 
visions of God| The exposition of the fun- 
damental principles of the existence and 
nature of a Supreme God, and of the created 
Anyels, was called by the Rabbis ‘ the 
Matter of the Chariot ” (ep. 1 Chr. xxviii. 
18) in reference to the form of Ezekiel’s 
vision of the Almighty; and the subject was 
deemed so mysterious as to call for special 
caution in its study. The vision must 
be compared with other manifestations of 
the Divine glory (Ex. iii., xxiv. 10; Isai. vi. 
1; Dan. vii. 9; Rev. iv. 2). Each of these 
visions has some of the outward signs or 
tbols here recorded, lf we examine 
these symbols we shall find them to fall 
readily into two classes, (1) those which we 
employ in common with the writers of all 
ages and countries. Gold, sapphire, burs 
nished brass, the terrible crystal are familiar 
images of majestic glory, thunders, light- 
nings and the rushing storm of awful power. 
But (2) we come to images to our minds 
strange and almost grotesque. ‘That the 
* Four Living Creatures ” had their ground- 
work in the Cherubim there can be no doubt. 
And yet their shapes were very different. 
Because they were symbols not likenesses, 
they could yet be the same though their 
appearance was varied. 

Of what are they symbolical? They may, 
according to the ‘Talmudists, have symbol- 
ized orders of Angels and not persons; ac- 
cording to others they were figures of the 
Four Gospels actuated by one spirit spread 
over the four quarters of the globe, upon 
which, as on pillars, the Church is borne up, 
and over whom the Word of Gad sits en- 
throned. ‘The general scope of the vision 
gives the best interpretation of the mean- 
ing. 

Ezekiel saw the likencss of the alory of God. 
Here His glory is manifested in the works 
of creation; and as light and fire, lightning 
and cloud, are the usual marks which in 
inanimate creation betoken the Presence of 
God (Ps. xviii. G-14)—so the four living ones 
symbolize animate creation. ‘The forms are 
typical, the lion and the ox of the beasts ot 


EZEKIEL. I. 


3 which wes the fifth year of ¢king Jehoiachin’s captivity, tho 
word of the Lorp came expressly unto 'Ezekiel the priest, the 


son of Buzi, in the land of the Chaldeans by the river Chebar: 


¢1 Kin.18.46. 
ch, 3.14. 

/ Jer. 23. 19, 
# Jer]. Tb. 


& 4.6. 
*Rev.46. Sout of the midst of the fire. 
‘ch. 10. 3. came the likeness of four living creatures. 


1 Heb. Jehezkel. 


4and ‘the hand of the Lorp was there upon him. 
looked, and, behold, 4a whirlwind came Vout of the north, a 
great cloud, and a fire *infolding itself, and a brightness was 
about it, and out of the midst thereof as the colour of amber, 


qAnd I 


kAlso out of the midst thereof 
And ‘this was their 


2 Heb. catching itself. 


the field (wild and tame), the cagle of the 
birds of the air, while man is the rational 
being supreme upon the earth. And the 
human type predominates over all, and 
fives character and unity to the four, who 
thus form one creation. Further, these 
four represent the constitutive parts of man’s 
nature :—the ox (the animal of sacrifice), his 
faculty of suffering; the fion (the king of 
beasts), his faculty of ruling; the eaule (of 
keen eye and soaring wing), his faculty of 
imagination ; the man, his spiritual faculty, 
which actuates all the rest. Christ is the 
Perfect Man, so these four in their perfect 
harmony typify Him Who came to earth to 
do His Father's will; and as man is lord in 
the kingdom of nature, so is Christ Lord in 
the kingdom of grace. The wings represent 
the power by which all creation rises and 
falls at God’s will; the one spirit, the unity 
end harmony of His works ; the free motion 
in all directions, the universality of His 
Providence. ‘The number four is the symbol 
of the world with its four quarters; the 
veiled. bodies, the inability of all creatures 
to stand in the Presence of God; the rose 
of the wings, the testimony borne by crea- 
tion to God (Ps. xix. 1-3); the wheels con- 
nect the vision with the earth, the wings 
with heaven, while above them is the throne 
of God in heaven. As the eye of the seer 
is turned upward, the lines of the vision be- 
come less distinct. It is as if he were strug- 
gling against the impossibility of expressing 
in words the object of his vision: yet on 
the summit of the throne is He o can 
only be described as, in some sort, the form 
ofaman. That Jehovah, the eternal God, is 
spoken of, we cannot doubt; and such pas- 
saves as Col. i. 15; Heb. i. 3; John i. 14, 
xii. 41, justify us in maintaining that the 
revelation of the Divine glory here made to 
Ezekiel has its consummation or fulfilment 
in the person of Christ, the only-begotten 
of God (cp. Rev. i. 17, 18). 

The vision in the opening chapter .of 
Ezekiel is in the most general form—the 
manifestation of the glory of the living God. 
It is repeated more than once in the course 
of the Book (ep. viii. 2,4; ix. 3; x.3 xi. 22; 
xl. 3). The person manifested is always the 
same, but the form of the vision is modified 
according to special circumstances of time 
and place. 


2. The Jewish date. This verse and ¢. 3, 
which seem rather to interrupt the course 
of the narrative, may have been added by 
the prophet when he revised and put to- 
gether the whole Book. The word captivity 
{as in r. 1) refers to the transportation of the 
king and others from their native to a 
foreign soil. This policy of settling a con- 
quered people in lands distant from their 
home, begun by the Assyrians, was con- 
tinued by the Persians and by Alexander 
the Great. ‘The Jews were specially selected 
for such settlements, and this was no doubt 
a Providential preparation for the Gospel, 
the dispersed Jews carrying with them the 
knowledge of the true God and the sacred 
Scriptures, and thus paving the way for the 
inessengers of the kingdom of Christ. 

3. came expressly] The phrase marks that 
it was in truth a heaven-sent vision. 

the hand of the Lorn] A phrase in all 
prophecy implying a constraining power, 

ecause the spirit constrains the prophet in- 
wependensly of his own will. 
out of the north] From this quarter the 
Assyrian conquerors came upon the Holy 
Land. The vision, though seen in Chaldza, 
had reference to Jerusalem, and the seer is 
tocontemplate judgment as it iscoming upon 
the Holy Land. Others consider the words 
expressive of the special seat of the power 
of Jehovah. The high mountain range of 
Lebanon that closed in the Holy Land on 
the North naturally connected to the in- 
habitants of that country the northern 
region with the idea of height reaching to 
heaven, from which such a vision as this 
might he supposed to come. 

infolding itself] Forming a circle of light— 
flames moving round and round and follow- 
ing each other in rapid succession, to be as 
it were the framework of the glorious scene. 

amber] The original word occurs only in 
Ezekiel. The LXX. and the Vulgate have 
electrum, & substance composed by a mix- 
ture of silver and gold, which corresponds 
very well tothe Hebrew word. ‘The bright- 
ness, therefore, is that of shining metal, not 
of a transparent gum. Render, out of the 
midst thereof, like (& 7.7) burnished gold 
out of the midst of fire. 

5. living creatures] The Hebrew word an- 
swers very nearly to the English “‘ beings,” 
and denotes those who live, whether Angels, 
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G appearance; they had ‘the likeness of a man. 
7 had four faces, and every one had four wings. 
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And every one 
And their feet 


& ver. 10. 
eb. 1c. 14. 


twere straight feet; and the sole of their feet wus like the sole 


of a calf’s foot: and they sparkled like the colour of burnished 
8 brass. ™And they had the hands of a man under their wings on 


! Dan, 10. 6. 
Rev. 1. 15. 
™ ch, 10. 8. 


their four sides; and they four had their faccs and their wings. 


9*Their wings were joined one to another; °they turned not 
10 when they went; they went every one straight forward. 
for the likeness of their faces, they four %had the face of a 
man, “and the face of a lion, on the right side: ‘and they four 
had the face of an ox on the left side; ‘they four also had the 
11 face of an eagle. Thus were their faces: and their wings were 


" ver. 11. 

° ver. 12. 

ch. 10, LL. 

P Rey. 4. 7. 

4a Num. 2. 10. 
r Num. 2. 3. 
* Num. 2. 18. 
¢ Num. 2. 25. 


As 


2stretched upward; two wings of every one zvere joined one to 


12 another, and “two covered their bodies. And *they went every 
one straight forward : *whither the spirit was to go, they went; 
13 and ‘they turned not when they went. As for the likeness of 
the living creatures, their appearance zas like burning coals of 
fire, *und like the appearance of lamps: it went up and down 


" Tsai, 6. 2. 
* ver. 9. 
ch. 10. 22, 
¥ ver. 20, 

# ver. 9.17. 


@ Rov. 4. 6. 


among the living creatures; and the fire was bright, and out 


14 of the fire went forth hghtning. 


bran and returned ‘as the appearance of a flash of lightning. 


1 Heb. a straight foot. 


And the living creatures 


& Zech. 4,10. 
¢ Matt. 24.27. 


2 Or, divided above. 


men (in whom is the breath of life), or in- 
ferior creatures, 

. In the Revelation of St. John each 
“beast” has its own distinctive character, 
here each unites in itself the four charac- 
ters; there each has six wings, like the 
Seraphim (Isai. vi. 2), here only four. See 
p- 322. 

%. ‘he “foot” seems here to mean the 
lower part of the leg, including the knee, 
and this was straight, 7.c. wpright like a 
man’s. The ‘‘sole” is the foot as distin- 
guished from the fey, the leg terminated in 
a solid calf’s hoof. This was suitable for a 
being which was to present a front on each 
of its four sides. Ezekiel was living in a 
country on the walls of whose temples and 

alaces were those strange mixed figures, 
howan heads with the bodies of lions and 
the feet of calves, and the like, which we 
see in the Babylonian and Assyrian monu- 
ments. These combinations were of course 
symbolical, and the symbolism must have 
been familiar to Ezekiel. But the prophet 
is not constructing his Cherubim in imita- 
tion of these figures, the Spirit of God is 
revealing forms corresponding to the general 
rules of eastern symbolism. 

8. Or, ‘‘'They had the hands of a man 
under their wings on all four sides, just as 
they had wings and faces on all four sides.” 

9. ‘Two of the wings were in the act of 
flying, so stretched out that the extremity 
of each touched a wing of 2 neighbouring 
living creature, similarly stretched ont. 
This was only when they were in motion, 
See v. 24. 

they went every one straight forward] The 


four together formed a square, and never 
altered their relative position. From each 
side two faces looked straightout, one at each 
corner—and so all moved together towards 
any of the four quarters, towards which 
each one had one of its four faces directed ; 
in whatsoever direction the whole moved the 
four might be said all to go straight forward, 

10. Each living creature had four faces, 
in front the face of a man, that of a lion on 
the right side, that of an ox on the left side, 
and that of an eagle behind, and the 
“chariot ” would present to the beholder 
two faces of a man, of alion, of an eavle, 
and of an ox, according to the quarter from 
which he looked upon it, 

ll. Thus &c.] Rather, And their faces 
and their wings were separated above. All 
four formed a whole, yet the upper parts of 
each, the heads and the wings (though 
touching), rose distinct from one another. 
‘T'wo wings of each, as in the case of Isaiah’s 
Seraphim, were folded down over the body; 
and two were in their flight (7. 9) “stretched 
upward ” (parted) so as to meet, each a wing 
of the neighbouring living creature, just as 
the wings of the Cherubim touched one 
another over the mercy-seat of the Ark. 

12, The “chariot,” though composed of 
distinct parts, was to be considered as a 
whole. There was one spirit expressive of 
one conscious life pervading the whole, and 
guiding the motions of the whole in perfect 
harmony. 

13, lamps] like the appearance of flames. 
Omit the and before like. The bright flames 
resembled coals of fire. 

it went up] i.e. fire went up, 
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@ ch. 10.9. 
¢ ch. 10. 9. 
/ Dan, 10, 6. 


9 ver. 12, 


ch. 10. 12, 
Zech. 4. 10. 
‘ch. 10. 16, 


E yer. 12. 


‘ch. 10. 17. 
™ ver.19, 20, 
ch. 10. 17, 


* ch. 10. 1. 


och. 10. 5, 


P ch, 43. 2. 
Dan. 10, 6, 
Rev. 1, 15. 
9 Job 37. 4, 
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15 {{ Now as I beheld the living creatures, behold ¢one wheel upon 
16 the earth by the living creatures, with his four faces, «Tho 
appearance of the wheels and their work was ‘like unto the 
colour of a beryl: and they four had one likeness: and their 
appearance and their work was as it were a wheel in the middl« 
17 of a wheel. When they went, they went upon their four sides : 
18 2and they turned not when they went. As for their rings, they 
were so high that they were dreadful; and their ‘rings were 
19 *full of eyes round about them four. And ‘when the living 
creatures went, the wheels went by them: and when the living 
creatures were lifted up from the earth, the wheels were lifted 
20 up. *Whithersoever the spirit was to go, they went, thither 
was their spirit to go; and the wheels were lifted up over 
against them : 'for the spirit ?of the living crcature wus in the 
21 wheels. ™When those went, these went; and when those stood, 
these stood; and when those were lifted up from tho earth, the 
wheels were lifted up over against them : for the spirit °of the 
22 living creature was in tho wheols. "And the likeness of tho 
firmament upon the heads of the living creature was as the 
colour of the terrible crystal, stretched forth over their heads 
23 above. And under the firmament were their wings straight, the 
one toward the other: every one had two, which covered on this 
side, and every one had two, which covered on that side, their 
24 bodies. °And when they went, I heard the noise of their wings, 
Plike the noise of great waters, as ithe voice of the Almighty, 
the voice of speech, as the noise of an host: when they stood, 
25 they let down their wings. And there was a voice frcm the 


Ps. 29. 3, 4. 
, 1 Or, strakes. 


2 Or, of life. 


3 Or, of life. 


15. Translate, one wheel upon the earth 
by each of the living creatures on his 
four sides (i.c. on the four sides of each 
of the living creatures). There was a 
wheel to cach of the living creatures: it 
was set by, ic. immediately beneath the 
feet of the living creature, and was con- 
structed for direct motion in any of the four 
lines in which the creatures themselves 
moved, Their work or make, é.e. their con- 
struction, was « wheel in the middle of « 
wheel ; the wheel was composed of two cir- 
cumferences set at right angles to each other, 
like the equator and meridian upon _a globe. 
A wheel so placed and constructed did its 
part alike on each side of the living crea- 
ture beneath which it stood. The éez bases 
of the Temple (1 K. vii. 27-36) were con- 
structed with lions, oxen, and Cherubim, 
between the ledges and wheels at the four 
corners attached heneath so as to move like 
the wheels of a chariot. 

17. upon. their four sides] i.e. straight in 
the direction towards which their faces 
looked. .As the four quarters express all 
directions, the construction of the living 
creatures was such that they could move in 
each direction alike. 

18. rings] ‘The felloes or circumference of 
the wheels: they were both high and ter- 
rible. ‘Che eves may have been no more than 
dazzling sputs adding to their brilliancy. 


But it seems more likely that they had a 
symbolical meaning expressing either the 
universal fulfilment of God’s will through 
His creation (2 Chr. xvi. 9; cp. x. 12), or 
the constant and unceasing praise which His 
works are ever rendering to Him (Rev. iv, 
8). The power of nature is no blind force, 
it is employed in the service of God’s Pro- 
vidence, and the stamp of reason is im- 
pressed all over it. Itis this very thing that 
makes the power of nature terrible to him 
who is at enmity with God. 

20, Whithersoever the spirit of the four 
living creatures was to go, the wheels wen} 
—thither was the spirit of the wheels to go, 
All four creatures together with their wheelc 
are here called the living creature, because 
they formed a whole, one in motion, and in 
will, for one spirit was in them. 

22. The colour (Heh. ‘eye ”) of the terrible 
crystal refers to the dazzling brightness of 
the firmament, a clear bright expanse be- 
tween the throne and the living creatures, 
separating heaven from earth. 

28. every one had tio, which covered &c.] 
Or, each one had two wings covering his 
body on either side. 

24. the voice of the Alinightu} Thunder. 

the roice of specch] Rendered in Jer. xi, 16 
a great tumult, Some take it to describe 
the rushing of a storm. 

25. a voice from the firmamznt] Cop. iii. 
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II. git 


firmament that was over their heads, whon they stood, and had 


26 let down their wings. 


of a sapphire stone: and upon 


*And above the firmament that was 
over their heads was the likeness of 2 throne, ‘as the appearance 
the likeness of the throne was 
27 the likeness as the appearance of a man above upen it. ‘And 


© ch. 10. 1. 
Ex, 24. 10, 


‘ch. 6. 2. 


I saw as the colour of amber, as the rs erect of fire round 


about within it, from the appearance of 


is loins even upward, 


and from the appearance of his loins even downward, I saw as 
it were the appearance of firo, and it had brightness round about. 


28 “As the appearance of the bow that is in the cloud in the day 
of rain, so was the appearance of the brightness round about. 
@=This was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of tho 
Lorp. And when I saw it, ¥I fell upon my face, and I heard a 

AND he said unto me, Son of mun, 

2 4stand upon thy fect, and I will speak unto thee, {And *the 

spirit entered into me when he spake unto me, 

3 upon my fect, that I heard him that spake unto me. And ho 


2. voice of ono that spake. 


« Rev, 4.3. 
& 10.1. 


and set me Fev. 117 


bch. 3. 2h 


said unto me, Son of man, I send thee to the children of Israel, 


to a rebellious 'nation that hath rebelled against me: ‘they and 
their fathers havo transgressed against me, eren unto this very 
¢For they are 2impudent children and stiff-hearted. I do 


4 day. 


send thee unto them; and thou shalt say unto them, 
Ssaith the Lord Gop. ¢And they, whether they will hear, or 
whether they will forbear, (for they are a rebellioug house,) yet 
6/shall know that there hath been a prophet among them. And 
thou, son of man, be not afraid of them, neither be afraid of 
their words, though **briers and thorns be with thee, and thou 
dost dwell among scorpions: ‘be not afraid of their words, nor 
be dismayed at their looks, *though they le a rebellious house. 


» Heb. nations. 
2 Heb. hard of fuce. 


¢ Jer. 3, 25. 
ch, 20. 18. 


# ch. 3, 7. 


Thus 


Jer. 1.8. 
Luke 12, +. 
4 Tgai. 9. 18, 
Jer. 6. 28. 
Mie. 7. 4. 
‘ch. 3.9. 

1 Pet. 3. 14. 


3 Or, rebels, keh. 3.9. 


EE ESRnEE 


12; in the midst of the tumult, are heard 
articulate sounds declaring the glory of 


God. 

26. sapphirc] Clear heavenly blue. 

the appearance of a man) Deeply signifi- 
cant is the form of this manifestation. 
Here is no Angel conveying God’s message 
to man, but the glory of the Lord Himself. 
We recognise in this vision the prophetic 
annunciation of the Holy Incarnation. We 
are told little of the extent to which the 
human form was made evident to the pro- 
phet. For the vision was rather to the 
mind than to the bodily eye, and even in- 
spired language was inadequate to convey 
to the hearer the glory which eye hath not 
seen or ear heard, and which only by special 
revelation it hath entered into the heart of 
man to conceive. 

28. The rainbow is not simply a token of 
glory and splendour. The clowd and the 
day of rain point to its original message of 
forgiveness and mercy, and this is specially 
suited to Ezekiel’s commission, which was 
first to denounce judgment, and then pro- 
mise restoration. 

II., III. In these two chapters is con- 
tained the direct commission conveyed to 
Ezekiel in connexion with the vision just 


recorded. The commission was repeated 
more than once, at what intervals of timo 
we are not told. ‘'he communication is 
from without, the vision and the words are 
from God. 

1. Son of man] This phrase (which occurs 
elsewhere in Scripture) is applied especially 
to Ezekiel and Daniel, the prophets of the 
Captivity. Ezekiel is thus reminded of his 
humanity, at the time when he is especially 
permitted to have intercourse with God, 

2. the spirit] i.e. the Spirit of God. 

Seton Lit. as in marg.—the word which 
usually distinguishes the heathen from God's 
people. Here it expresses that Israel is cast 
off by God; and the plural is used to denote 
that the children of Israel are not even one 
nation, but scattered and disunited. 

3, 4. Translate :—J send thee to the children 
of Isract, the rebellious nation that have re- 
belled against Me (they and their fathers have 
transaressed against Ale, even te this reru day), 
and the children impudent and stiff-hearted: 
I do send thee unto them. 

5. archellious house] A phrase employed 
continually hy Ezekiel in bitter irony, in 
the place of house of Isracl, as much as to 
say, ‘‘ House no longer of Israel, but of re- 
bellion.” Cp. Isai. xxx. 9. 
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‘Jor. 1.7. 
™ vor. 3. 
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7 And thou shalt speak my words unto them, ™whethor they will 
hear, or whether they will forbear: for they are !most rebellious. 


8 4 But thou, son of man, hear what I say unto thee; Be not 
thou rebellions like that rebellious house: open thy mouth, and 


" Tay, 10, 9, 
och, 8 3, 
Jer. 1,9, 
“ch. 3. 1. 


9 "eat that I give thee. And when I looked, behold, °an hand 
was sent unto me; and, lo, ?a roll of a book awae therein; and 
10 he spread it before me; and it was written within and with- 


out: and there was written therein lamentations, and mourning, 


and woe 


Cuap. 8. MOREOVER he said unto mo, Son of man, eat that thou 


@ ch, 2. 8, 0. 


findest; “cat this roll, and go speak unto the house of Israel. 
2 So I opened my mouth, and he caused me to cat that roll. 


And 


3 he said unto me, Son of man, cause thy belly to cat, and fill thy 


6 Rev. 10, 9, 
Seo Jer. 15. 


18. 
¢ Ps. 19. 10. 


bowels with this roll that I give thee. Then did I eat i; and 
+ it was in my mouth ‘as honey for sweetness, J And he said unto 
me, Son of man, go, get thee unto the house of Israel, and 
5 speak with my words unto them. 


For thou aré not sent to a 


people *of a strange speech and of an hard language, but to the 
G6 house of Israel; not to many people %of a strange specch and of 
an hard language, whose words thou canst not understand. 


@ Mott. 11. 
21, 23. 

« John 15,20. 
feh. 2. 4. 


7 unto thee. 


4Surely, had I sent thee to them, they would have hearkened 
But the house of Israel will not hearken unto thee; 

¢for they will not hearken unto me: /for all the house of Israel 
8 are *impudent and hardhearted. Behold, I have made thy face 


strong ugainst their faces, and thy forehead strong against their 


" Isai. 50. 7, 
Jor. 1. 18. 


9 forcheads. 9%As an adamant harder than flint have I mado thy 
forehead: *foar them not, neither be dismayed at their looks, 
10 though they de a rebellious house. J Noreover he said unto mo, 
Son of man, all my words that I shall speak unto theo receive 


11 in thine heart, and hear with thine ears. And go, get theo to 
them of the captivity, unto the childron of thy people, and 


ch. 2. 5, 7 speak unto thom, and tell them, ‘Thus saith the Lord Gop; 
WET PER 12 whether they will hear, or whether they will forbear. Then 
i ch, 8.3 ‘the spirit took me up, and I heard behind mo a voice of a great 
Ts 2 fc 1 Heb. penliors 3 . He o of lip, and : iy foe thee? 
Sai 2 Heb. deep of lip, an eacy of language. Jeb. stiff of forehead, and 
acne heary of tongue 3 and = * Or, Lf I had sent thee, hard of ioe a 


so Ver. 6. 


$c., could they not hace 


9. was sent] Rather, was put forth. 

a roll of a book] The book was one of the 
ancient kind written on skins rolled _up to- 
gether. Hence our English volume (Ps. xl. 
7), The writing was usually on one side, 
but in this case it was written within and 
without, on both sides, the writing as it were 
running over, to express the abundance of 
the calamities in store for the devoted 
people. Yo eat the book signifies to be tho- 
roughly possessed with its contents (cp. iii. 
10; Jer. xv. 16). ‘lhere should be no break 
between 2. 10 and ch. iii. , ; 

ILI. 1. Refore, there was a direct commis- 
sion, now there is a symbolical action. St. 
John has the same vision (Rev. x. 8, seq.), 
but there that is expressed, which is here 
left to be inferred, viz. that as soon as he had 
eaten it his bellu was bitter. ‘The sweetness in 
the mouth denoted that it was rood to be a 
messenger of the Lord (cp. marz. ref.), but 
the bitterness which accompanied it, de- 


noted that the commission brought with it 
much sorrow, 

6. to many people) To various nations using 
diverse languages. 

Surely] The thought is that expressed hy 
our Saviour Himself (mary. ref.) Some 
render, ‘‘ but I have sent thee unto these; 
they can hearken ” &c. 

8. I have made... thy forcheal strong} I 
have given thee a strength superior to theirs ; 
a metaphor taken from horned animals. 

9, adamant) Or, diamond (Jer. xvii. 1), 
which was employed to cut flint. Ezekiel’s 
firmness being that of a diamond, he 
should cut a stroke home to the hardened 
hearts of a rebellious people. For though 
read for. 

11. thy people] God's people. 

12. I heard behind me] The commission 
having been given, and the prophet trans- 
ported to the place of his ministry, the 
chariot of the vision passes away with the 
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rushing, saying, Blessed be the glory of the Lorp from his place: 
13 I heard also the noise of the wings of the living creatures that 
touched one another, and the noise of the wheels over against 


14 them, and a noise of a great rushing. So 'the spirit lifted mo 


' ver, 12, 


up, and took me away, and I went *in bitterness, in the *heat 


of my spirit; but ™the hand of the LorD was strong upon me. 


m 2 Kin.3.15. 


15 | Then I came to them of the captivity at Tel-abib, that dwelt 


by the river of Chebar, and *I sat where they sat, and remained 
16 there astonished among them seven days. And it came to pass 


% Job 2. 13. 
Ps, 137.1. 


at the end of seven days, that the word of the Lorn came unto 


17 me, saying, °Son of man, I have made thee ?a watchman unto 
the house of Israel: thereforo hear the word at my mouth, and 


° ch. 33. 7. 
P Tawi. 52. 8. 
Jer. 6, 17. 


18 give them warning from me. When I say unto the wicked, 
Thou shalt surely die; and thou givest him not warning, nor 
speakest to warn the wicked from his wicked way, to save his 


life; the same wicked man ¢shall die in his iniquity; but his 
19 blood will I require at thine hand. Yet if thou warn the 


9 ch, 33. 6. 
John 8. 21. 


wicked, and he turn not from his wickedness, nor from his 


wicked way, he shall die in his iniquity; "but thou hast de- 
20 livered thy soul. Again, When a ‘righteous sun doth turn 
from his ‘righteousness, and commit iniquity, and 


© Taj. 19. 4. 
Acts 20. 26, 
‘ch. 18, 24. 


I lay a sy. 12. 


stumblingblock before him, he shall die: becauso thou hast not 
given him warning, ho shall die in his sin, and his righteous- 


1 Heb. Kissed. 
2 Heb. bitter. 


3 Heb, hot anger, 
4 Heb, righteousnesses. 


proper tokens (i. 24, 25). A roice from above 
the jirmament is now heard proclaiming the 
Divine glory. 

from his place] The place where the glory 
of the Lord had revealed itself in the vision. 
The words are to be joined to “saying :” 
put a comma after Lorp. 

18, that touched | Lit. touching. The living 
creatures in their flight raised their wings, 
so as to touch each other. 

14. lifted me up] We are not to suppose 
that the prophet was miraculously trans- 
ported from one place to another in the land 
of his Captivity. Cp. Matt. iv. 1; Acts viii. 
89. He had been in an ecstatic vision (i. 1), 
and now guided by the Spirit he goes forth 
among his countrymen. 

the heat of my spirit) Tull of the righteous 
indignation, which Gad inspired, against the 
sin which he was to denounce. 

but the hand] and the hand. The Lord 
strengthened him for his mission. 

15. Tel-abib, on the river Chebar was the 
chief seat of the Jewish exiles in Babylonia. 
The name Tel-abib (mount of ears of corn) 
Ti probably given on account of its fer- 

ility. 

I sat where they sat] Rather, ‘ And I saw 
them sitting there and I sat there.” 

astonished] Rather, silent, with fixed and 
determined silence (cp. Ezra ix. 3, 4). Zo be 
silent was characteristic of mourners (Lam. 
iii. 28); to sit their proper attitude (Isai. iii. 
26; Lam. i.1); scren days the set time of 
mourning (Job ii. 13). 

16. ‘he Lord guards both Ezekiel and 


his countrymen from dwelling exclusively 
on the national character of his mission, In 
the midst of the general visitations, each 
individual was to stand as it were alone 
before Him to render account of his doings, 
and to be judged according to his works, 

watchman} The priests and ministers of 
the Lord were often so called, Ezekiel is 
especially distinguished by this title (xxxiii. 
7). The duties of » watchman are twofold, 
(1) to wait and watch what God will order, 
(2) to watch over and superintend the peo- 
ple. Isaiah describes and censures unfaith- 

ul watchmen (Isai. lvi. 10). 

18-21. ‘This passage anticipates the great 
moral principle of Divine government (ch. 
xviii.) that each man is individually respon: 
sible for his own actions, and will be judged 
according to these and these alone. 

20. I lay a stumblingblock before him] I 
bring him to trial by placing difficulties and 
temptations in his way (cp. vii. 19; xliv. 
12 marg.; xiv. 3, 4). It is true that God 
tempts no man in order to his destruction, 
but in the course of His Providence He per- 
mits men to be tried in order that their faith 
may be approved, and in this trial some 
who seem to be righteous fall. 

because thou...his blood &c.] So far as the 

rophet was concerned, the neglect of his 
duty is reckoned as the cause of the seem- 
ingly righteous man’s fall. 

his righteousness...) Or, righteousnesses, 
i.e. acts of righteousness, The righteous man 
here is one, who had hitherto done the acts 
of righteousness prescribed by the Law, but 
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ness which ho hath done shall not be remembered; but: hie 
21 blood will I require at thine hand. Nevertheless if thou warn 
the righteous man, that the righteous sin not, and he doth not 
sin, he shall surely live, because he is warned; also thou hast 


delivered thy soul. 
22 


23 with thee. 


beh. £8, 


tAnd the hand of the Lorp was there upon mo; and he said 
unto ine, Arise, go forth “into the plain, and I will there talk 
Thon I arose, and went forth into the plain: and, 
behold, *tho glory of the Lorn stood there, as the glory which 
241 ¥%saw by the river of Chebar: “and I fell on my face. 
¢the spirit entered into me, and set me upon my feet, and spake 
with ino, and said unto ine, Go, shut thyself within thine house. 
25 But thou, O son of man, behold, *they shall put bands upon 


Then 


thee, and shall bind thee with them, and thou shalt not go out 


Celi. 24. 27, 
Luket.20.22, 


toh. 2. 6, 6, 
emu 2h 27. 
& 34, 22, 
fyer. 11. 
veyer, 9. 28, 


ch. 12. 2, 3. a rebellious house. 


26 among them: and ‘I will make thy tongue cleave to the roof 
of thy mouth, that thou shalt be dumb, and shalt not be to 
27 thom a reprover: “for they ere x rebellious house. ¢But when 
I speak with thee, I will open thy mouth, and thou shalt say 
unto them, /Thus saith the Lord Gon: He that heareth, let 
him hear; and he that forbeareth, let him forbear: ?for they are 


Czar. 4, TILOU also, son of man, take thee a tile, and lay it before 


1 Leb. a men reproving. 


when trial came was shewn to lack the prin- 
ciple of righteousness. 

21. ‘The repetition of the word righteous 
is to be noted. ‘here seems to be an inti- 
mation that sin is alien to the character of 
a righteous man, Cp. 1 John iii. 7-0. 

23. A fresh revelation of the glory of the 
Lord, te impress upon Ezekiel another cha- 
racteristic of lis mission. Now he is to 
learn that there is « time to be silent as well 
as @ tine to speak, and that both are ap- 
pointed by God, ‘This represents forcibly 
the authoritative character and Divine origin 
of the utterances of the Hebrew prophets. 

24. “Shut” in the privacy of his own 
chamber he is te receive a message from 
Jehovah. ‘his shatting up, however, and 
the bands (c. 25, used figuratively) were signs 
of the manner in which Ezekiel’s country- 
men would close their ears, hindering him 
as far as in them lay from delivering the 
messare of the Lord. 

With this verse commences a series of 
symbolical actions enjoined to the prophet 
in order to foretell the coming judgments of 
Jerusalem (chs. iv., v.). Generally speaking 
symbolical actions were either literal anc 
pals, or figurative and private. In the 

atter case they impressed upon the prophet’s 
mind the truth which he was to enforce upon 
others by the description of the action as bya 
figure, Difficulties have arisen, because in- 
terpreters have not chosen to recognize the 
figurative as well as the literal mode of 
prophesying. Hencesome, who would have 
all literal, have had to accept the most 
strange and unnecessary actions as real ; 


while others, who would have all figurative, 
have had arbitrarily to explain away the 
inmost plain historical statement. ‘There may 
be a Sifferente of opinion as to which class 
one or other figure may helong; but after all, 
thedetermination is notimportant,the whole 
value of the parabolic figure residing in the 
lesson which it is intended to convey. 
And I witl make] Rather, Then will 
I make. One action is the consequence of 
the other. Because the people ‘vould silence 
the prophet, God to punish them will close 
his mouth (ep. Isai. vi. 9; Matt. xiii. 14). 
27. He that heareth Ke.) The judicial 
blindness of which Ezekiel speaks had 
already fallen upon the great body of the 
nation (xiv. 4. Cp. Rev. ii. 7, xxii. 11). 
V., V. The coming siege of Jerusalem 
and dispersion of its inhabitants foretold 
under divers symbols. If the 5th year of 
Jehoiachins captivity be taken (as Is most 
probable) for the year in which Ezekiel 
received this communication, it was a time 
at which such an event would, according to 
human calculation, have appeared impro- 
bable. It could scarcely have been ex- 


1 iesiage that Zedekiah—the creature of the 


ing of Babylon and ruling by his authority 
in the place of Jehoiachin—would have been 
so infatuated as to provoke the anger of the 
powerful Nebuchadnezzar. It is indeed to 
infatuation that the sacred historian 
ascribes the act (2 K. xxiv. 20). 

1: .@ tile] Rather, a brick. Sun-dried or 
kiln-burnt bricks were from very early times 
used for building walls throughout the plain 
of Mesopotamia. The bricks of Nineveh and 
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2 thee, and pourtray upon it the city, even Jerusalem: and lay 


siege against it, und build a fort against it, and cast a mount 
against it; set the camp also against it, and sect 'dattering rams 
3 against it round about. Moreover take thou unto thce “an iron 


an, and sot it fer a wall of iron between thee and tho city: 
and set thy face against it, and it shall bo besieged, and thou 
shalt lay siege against it. ¢This shall be a sign to the house of 
4 Israel. Lio thou also upon thy left side, and lay the iniquity 
of the house of Isracl upon it: «ccording to the number of the 
days that thou shalt lie upon it thou shalt bear their iniquity. 
5 For I have laid upon thee tho years of their iniquity, according 
to the number of the days, three hundred and ninety days: ¥so 
6 shalt thou bear tho iniquity of tho house of Israol. And when 
thou hast accomplished them, lie again on thy right side, and 
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«ch, 12, 6, 


& 2h oh. 


& Num. 14.368 


1 Or, chief leadera, ch. 21. 22. 


2 Or, « flat plate, or, slice. 


a 


Babylon are sometimes stamped with what 
appears to be the device of the king in 
whose reign they were made, and often 
covered with a kind of enamel on which 
Yarious scenes are portrayed. Among the 
subjects depicted on such bricks discovered 
at Nimroud are castles and forts. 

9. lay siege against it) The prophet is 
represented as duing that which he portrays. 
‘The leading features of a siege are depicted. 
See Jer. vi. 6 note. 

the camp) encampments. The word de- 
notes variows hosts in various positions 
around the city. 

fort] It was customary in sieges to con- 
atruct towers of vast height, sometimes of 
0 stories, which were wheeled up to the 
walls to enable the beziegers to reach the 
battlements with their arrows ; in the lower 
per of such a tower there was commonly a 

attering-ram. ‘I'hese towers are frequently 
represented in the Assyrian monuinents. 
ttering rams) Better than the transla- 
tion in the margin. Assyrian monuments 
prove that these engines of war are of great 
antiquity. ‘These engines seem to have been 
beams suspended by chains generally in 
moveable towers, and to have been applied 
against the walls in the way familiar to us 
from Greek and Roman history. ‘The name 
ram was probably given to describe their 
mode of operation ; no Assyrian monument 
a discovered exhibits the ram's head of 
ater times. 

3. an iron pan) Another figure in the 
eoming siege. On Assyrian sculptures from 
Nimroud and Kouyunjik there are sieges of 
cities with forts, mounts, and rama; and 
together with these we see akind of shield 
get up on the ground, behind which archers 
are shooting. Such a shield would be repre- 
sented by the,fat plate (marg.). Ezekiel was 
directed to take such a plate (part of his 
household furniture) and place it between 
him and the representation of the city. 

a sign to the house of Israci] This sign was 
not necessarily acted before the people, but 
may simply have been described to them as 


a vivid representation of the event which it 
foretold. Jsrael stands here for the king- 
dom of Judah (cp. iii. 7, 17, v. 4, viii. 6). 
After the apa of the ten tribes the 
kingdom of Judah represented the whole 
nation. Hence prophets writing after this 
event constantly address their countrymen 
as the house of Israel without distinction of 
tribes. 

4. The siege being thus represented, the 
condition and suffering of the inhabitants 
is exhibited by the condition of one, who, 
bound as a prisoner or oppressed by sick- 
ness, cannot turn from his right side to his 
left. The prophet was in such a state. 

bear their iniquity) The prophet was, ina 
figure, to bear their iniquities for a fixed 
period, in order to shew that, after the 
period thus foretold, the burden of their 
xins should be taken off, and the people 
be forgiven. Cp. Lev. xvi. 21, 22. 

6. according to the number of the days] Or, 
“to be to thee as a number of days (even as)” 
&c. Cp. marg. ref. Some conceive that these 
‘‘ days” were the years during which Israel 
and Judah sinned, and date in the case of 
Israel from Jeroboam’s rebellion to the 
time at which Ezekiel wrote (circ. 390 
years); and in the case of Judah from 
Josial’s reformation. But it seems more in 
accordance with the other signs, to suppore 
that they represent not that which had 
been, but that which shall be. The whole 
number of years is 430 (rr. 5, 6), the 
number assigned of old for the affliction of 
the descendants of Abraham (Gen. xv. 13; 
Ex. xii. 40), The forty years apportioned 
to Judah (7, 6), bring to mind the forty 
nears passed in the wilderness; and as 
these were years not only of punishment, 
but also of discipline and preparatory to 
restoration, so Ezekiel would intimate the 
difference between the punishments of Is- 
rael and of Judah to be this, that the one 
would be of much longer duration with no 
definite hope of recovery, but the other 
would be imposed with the express purpose 
of the renewal of mercy. 
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thou shalt bear the iniquity of the house of Judah forty days: 
7 I have appointed thee ‘each day for a year. Therefore thou 
shalt set thy face toward the siege of Jerusalem, and thine arm 


¢ch, 3. 25, 


8 shell be uncovered, and thou shalt prophesy against it. ¢And, 


behold, I will lay bands upon thee, and thou shalt not turn 
thee *from one side to another, till thou hast ended the days of 


9 thy siege. 


q‘Take thou also unto thee wheat, and barley, and 


beans, and lentiles, and millet, and *fitches, and put them in one 
vessel, and make thee bread thereof, according to the number of 
the days that thou shalt lic upon thy side, three hundred and 


10 ninety days shalt thou eat thereof. 
shalt cat shall be by woig 


11 time shalt thou eat it. 


And thy meat which thou 


ht, twenty shekels a day: froin time to 
Thou shalt drink also water by measure, 


the sixth part of an hin: from time to time shalt thou drink. 
12 And thou shalt eat it as barley cakes, and thou shalt bake it 
13 with dung that cometh out of man, in their sight. And the 


“TIos. 9. 3. 


Lorp said, Even thus ¢ 


shall the children of Israel eat their 


defiled bread among the Gentiles, whither I will drive them. 


¢ Acts 10. 14. 


14 Then said I, ‘Ah Lord Gop! behold, my soul hath not been 


polluted : for from my youth up even till now have I not caten 


J Ex. 22. 81. 
Ley. 11, 40. 


1 Heb. a duy fora year, a 
day for «w year, 


2 Heb. from thy side to thy 


of /that which dicth of itself, or is torn in pieces; neither camo 
15 there abominable flesh into my mouth. Then he said unto me, 


3 Or, spelt. 
side. 


—_—_—_—___—r ee *" 


%. Therefore thou shalt set thy face] Or, 
“And &c.” i.e, direct thy mind to that 
subject. 


thine arm shall be uncovered] Asign of the 6) 


execution of vengeance (Isai. lii, 10). 

8. J will lay bands upon thee| Contrast 
marg. ref. ‘The Lord will put constraint 
upon him, to cause him to exercise his 
otfice. In the retirement of his house, 
figuratively bound and under constraint, he 
shall not cease to proclaim the doom of the 
city. 

th: daus of thy siege] Those during which 
he should thus foretell the approaching 
calamity. 

9. ‘I'wo things are prefigured in the re- 
mainder of this chapter, (1) the hardships of 
exile, (2) the straitness of a siege. To 
the people of Israel, separated from the rest 
of the nations as holy, it was a leading 
feature in the calamities of their exile that 
they must be mixed up with other nations, 
and eat of their food, which to the Jews 
was 2 defilement (cp. ¢. 13; Amos vii. 17 ; 
Dan. i. 8.) 

ditches] A species of wheat with shorn ears. 

in one vessel] To mix all these varied 
seeds was an indication that the people were 
no longer in their own land, where precau- 
tions against such mixing of seeds were 
prescribed. 

three hundred and nincty daus] The days 
of Israel’s punishment; because here is a 
fiynre of the exile which concerns all the 
eles, not of the sieye which concerns Judah 
lone. 

10. mcat] A general term for food, which 


in this case consists of grain. _Instead of 
measuring, it was necessary in extreme 
scarcity to weigh it (Lev. xxvi. 26; Rev. vi. 


twenty shekels a day) The shekel contained 
about 220 grains, so that 20 shekels would 
be about § of a Ib. 

Jrom time to time] Thou shalt receive and 
eat it at the appointed interval of a day. 

11, water by measure] This probably cor- 
responds to the water of affliction (1 K. xxii. 
27; Isai. xxx. 20). The measure of the hin 
is variously estimated by Jewish writers. 
‘The sixth part of a Ain will be according to 
one estimate about ths, according to 
another ,%,ths ofa pint. ‘The lesser estimate 
is more suitable here. 

12. In eastern countries where fuel is 
scarce the want ix supplied by dried cow- 
dung laid up for the winter. Barley cakes 
were (and are) baked under hot ashe: with- 
out an oven. The dung here is to he burnt 
to ashes, and the ashes so employed. 

13. The ceremonial ordinancesin relation 
to food were intended to keep the nation 
free from idolatrous usages; everywhere 
among the heathen idol feasts formed a 
leading part in their religious services, and 
idol meats were partaken of in common 
life. Dispersion among the Gentiles must 
have exposed the Jews to much which they 
regarded as common and unclean. In 
Ezekiel’s case there was a mitigation (x. 15) 
of the defilement, but still legal defilement 
remained, and the chosen people in exile 
were subjected to it as to a degradation. 

14, abominable flesh] Flesh that had be- 
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Lo, I have given thee cow’s dun 


16 shalt prepare thy bread _ therewith. 
me, Son of man, behold, I will break the “staff of bread in 
Jerusalem : and they shall ‘eat bread by weight, and with care ; 
and they shall *drink water by measure, and with astonishinent : 

17 that they may want bread and water, and be astonied one with 
another, and ‘consume away for their iniquity. 

Crap, 5, AND thou, son of man, take thee a sharp knife, take 
theo a barber’s razor, “and cause 7¢ to pass upon thine head and 
upon thy beard : then take thee balances to weigh, and divide 

2 the hair, &Thou shalt burn with fire a third part in the midst 
of ‘the city, when “tho days of the siege are fulfilled : and thou 
shalt take a third part, and smite about it with a knife: and a 

seatter in the wind; and I will draw out 

eThou shalt also take thercof a few in 

4 number, and bind them in thy 'skirts. Then tako of them 

and /cast them into the midst of the fire, and burn them 

fire; for thereof shall a fire come forth into all the 


third part thou shalt 
3 a sword after them. 


again, 
in the 
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? Deut, 14.3. 
Isai. 65, 4. 

h Ley, 261, 26, 
Ps. 105. 16, 
f ver. 10. 
ch, 12. 19, 
Kyver.}). 

' Lev. 26. 30. 
ch, 24. 23. 


for man’s dung, and thou 
4 Moreover he said unto 


« Tsai. 7. 20, 
ch. +4. 20, 
> ver, 12. 


¢ch. 4.1. 
“ch. 4.8, 


- Jer. 40, 6. 
& 52. 16, 


S Jer. 41.1. 
& 44,14. 


5 house of Israel. (Thus saith the Lord Gop; This 7s Jerusalem : 
T have set it in the midst of the nations and countries that are 
6 round about her. And she hath changed my judgments into 
wickedness moro than tho nations, and my statufes more than 


1 Heb. tings. 


a 


come corrupt and foul by overkeeping. Cp. 
Lev. xix. 7. 

16. the staf of bread] Bread is so called 
because it is that on which the support of 
life mainly depends. 

acith astonishment] With dismay and 
puaiety at the calamities which are befalling 
them. 

V. 1. Translate, take thee a sharp sword, 
for a barber’s razor thou shalt take it 
thee. Even if the action were literal, the 
use of an actual sword would best enforce 
the symbolical meaning. The head repre- 
sents the chief city, the hirtheinhabitants— 
its ornament and glory,—the hair cut from 
the head the exiles cast forth from their 
homes. It adds to the force of the repre- 
sentation that to share the head was a token 
of mourning (Job i. 20), and was forbidden 
to the priests (Lev. xxi. 5). Thus in many 
-xays this action of Ezekiel the priest is si- 
nificant of calamity and ruin. The sword 
indicates the avenging power; the shaving 
of the head the removal of grace and glory ; 
the scales and weights the determination of 
divine justice. Cp. Zech. xiii. 8, 9. 

2. The third part burutl in the midst of the 
city represents those who perished within 
the city during the siege; the third part 
smitten about it (the city) with the sword, 
those who were killed about the city during 
the same period : the third part scattered to 
the wind those who after the siege were dis- 
persed in foreign lands. 

in the midst of the city) The prophet is in 
exile, and is to do this ix the midst of Jerusa- 
lem. His action being idea? is fitly assigned 
to the place which the prophecy concerns. 


ahen the days of the sicae are fulfilled) i.c., 
“‘when the days of the figurative represen- 
tation of the siege are fulfilled.” 

8, 4. Of the third part a few are yet to 
be taken and kept in the fold of the gar- 
ment (representing those still to remain in 
their native land), and yet even of those 
few sunne are tu be cast into the fire. Such 
was the fate of those left behind after 
the destruction of Jerusalem (Jer. xl., xli.). 
ae whole prophecy is one of denuncia- 

on. 

4. thereof] Or, from thence, out of the 
midst of the fire. Omit For. 

5. Ihave setit in the midst of the nations} 
It was not unusual for nations to regard the 
sanctuary, which they most revered, as the 
centre of the earth. In the case of the Holy 
Land this was both natural and appropriate. 
Egypt to the South, Syria to the North, 
Assyria to the East and the Isles of the 
Gentiles in the Great Sea to the West, 
were to the Jew proofs of the central posi- 
tion of his land in the zaidst of the nations 
(cp. Jer. iii. 19). The habitation assigned 
to the chosen people was suitable at the 
first for separating them from the nations ; 
then for the seat of the vast dominion 
and commerce of Solomon ; then, when they 
learnt from their neighbours idol-worship, 
their central position was the source of 
their punishment. Midway between the 
mighty ompne of Egypt and Assyria the 
Holy Land became a battle-field for the 
two powers, and suffered alternately from 
each as for the time the one or the other 
became predominant. 
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# Jer. 2. 10. 
ch. 16, 47. 


A Lam. 4. 6. 
Dan. 9. 12. 
Amos 3. 2. 


Lam. 2. 20 


E Dout.28.64. 


ch. 12. 14. 
Zech. 2.6 


13 Chr.36.14. 


ach. 21.17. 
¢ Jeni. 1. 24. 
* ch, 36. 6, 


* Noh. 2 17. 


»¥ Dout.28.%7, 


] Kin. 9. 7. 
Jor. 24. 9. 
teh, 25, 17. 


«“ Deut, 32, 
23, 24. 


» Lev. 26. 26. 
¢ Deut.32.24. 


eh. 14. 21. 
¢ ch, 38, 22. 


_ 


6. they] The inhabitants of Jerusalem. 

7, Because ye multiplied] Some 
** Because ye have raged tumultuously.” 

neither have done according to the judg- 


EZEKIEL V. VI. 


the countries that are round about her: for they have refused 
my judgments and my statutes, they have not walked in them. 
7 Therefore thus saith the Lord Gop; Because ye multiplied more 
than the nations that are round about you, and have not walked 
in my statutes, neither have kept my judgments, ?neither have 
done according to the judgments of the nations that are round 
§ about you; therefore thus saith the Lord Gop; Behold, I, even 
I, am against thee, and will cxecute judgments in the midst 
9 of thee in the sight of the nations. And I will do in thee that 
which I have not done, and whereunto I will not do any more 
10 the hke, because of all thine abominations, Therefore tho 
fathers ‘shall cat the sons in the midst of thee, and the sons 
shall eat their fathers; and I will exccute judgments in thee, 
and the whole remnant of thee will I ‘scatter into all the winds. 
11 Wherefore, as I live, saith the Lord Gon; Surely, because thou 
hast ‘defiled my sanctuary with all thy “detestable things, and 
with all thine abominations, therefore will I also diminish thee ; 
"neither shall mine eye spare, neither will I have any pity. 
12°A third part of thee shall dio with the pestilence, and with 
famine shall they be consumed in the midst of thee: and a 
third part shall fall by the sword round about theo; and ?I 
will scatter a third part into all the winds, and ?I will draw out 
13 2 sword after them. Thus shall mine angor *be accomplished, 
and I will *cause my fury to rest upon them, ‘and I will be 
comforted : “and they shall know that I the Lorp have spoken 
it in my zeal, when I havo accomplished my fury in them. 
14 Moreover *I will make thee waste, and a reproach among the 
nations that are round about thee, in the sight of all that pass 
15 by. So it shall be a Yreproach and a taunt, an instruction and 
an astonishment unto the nations that are round about thee, 
when I shall execute judgments in thee in angor and in fury 
and in *furious rebukes, I the Lorp have spoken 7t. When I 
shall ¢send upon them the evil arrows of famine, which shall be 
for their destruction, and which I will send to destroy you: and 
I will increase the famine upon you, and will break your ¢staff 
17 of bread: so will I send upon you famine and ‘evil beasts, and 
they shall bereave thee; and “pestilence and blood shall pass 
through thec; and I will bring the sword upon thee. I the 
orp have spoken tt. 


Cuar. 6. AND the word of the LorD came unto me, saying, Son 


which attended the coming siege of Jeru- 
salem (Jer. xv. 2, seq.). The drawing out 
the sword after them indicates that the anger 
of God will follow them even to the land 


refer : 


ments (or, ordinances) of the nations] The 
reproach is that the Israelites have not even 
been as faithful to their one true God as 
the nations have been to their false gods 
(ep. 2K. xvii. 33). 

8. execute judgments] As upon the false 
gods of Egypt (Ex. xii. 12; Num. xxxiii. 4). 

9 Cp. Matt, xxiv. 21. The calamities 
of the Babylonian were surpassed by the 
Roman siege, and these again were but a 
foreshadowing of still more terrible destruc- 
tion at the last ey . ; 

12-17. The judgments of famine, pestt- 
lence, and the sword, were precisely those 


of their exile (cp. Jer. xlii. 19-22; Lev. 
xxvi. 25), and that the horrors of the Baby- 
lonian siege are but the beginning of the 
sorrows of the nation, 

13. comforted] In the sense of consoling 
one’s self and feeling satisfaction in punish- 
tag; hence to avenge one’s self. 

The fury is to rest upon them, abide, so 
as not to pass nway. The accomplishment 
of the Divine anger is not the completion in 
the sense of bringing it to a close, but in the 
sense of carrying it out to the full. 

VI. The former prophecies concerned the 
city of Jerusalem and the inhabitants of 
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2 of man, “set thy face toward the *mountains of Israel, and 
3 prophesy against them, and say, §] Ye mountains of Israel, hear 


319 


9 ch. 20. 46, 
> ch, 36. L. 


the word of the Lord Gop; Thus saith the Lord Gop to the 
mountains, and to the hills, to the rivers, and to the valleys; 


Behold, I, even I, will bring a sword upon you, and ‘J will 


¢ Lev. 26. 30. 


4 destroy your high places. And your altars shall be desolate, 


and your ‘images shall be broken: and “I will cast down your 
And I will #lay the dead carcases 


5 slain men before your idols. 


@ Ley. 26. 30, 


of the children of Israel before their idols; and I will scatter 
G6 your bones round about your altars. In all your dwellingplaces 
the cities shall be laid waste, and the high places shall be 
desolate; that ycur altars may be laid waste and made desolate, 
and your idols may be broken and cease, and your images may 


7 be cut down, and your works may be abolished. 
shall fall in the midst of you, and ‘ye shall know that I am the 
8Lorp. F/Yet will I leave 2 remnant, that ye may have some 
that shall escape the sword among the nations, when ye shall bo 
9 scattered through the countries. And they that escape of you 


And the slain 


¢ ver. 313. 
ch, 7. 4, 9. 
S Jor, 44. 28, 
ch, 5. 2, 12, 


shall remember me among the nations whither they shall be 


carried captives, because °I am broken with their whorish heart, 
which hath departed from me, and *with their eyes, which go a 
after their idols: and ‘they shall lothe themselves for 

the evils which they have committed in all their abominations. 
10 And they shall know that I «am the Lorb, and that I have not 
11 said in vain that I would do this evil unto them. [Thus saith 

the Lord Gop; Smite ‘with thine hand, and stamp with thy 


whorin 


9 Ps, 78. 40. 
Tsai. 7. 13. 

4 Num.15.39. 
ch. 20). 7. 

§ Lov. 26, 39, 
Job 42. 6, 
ch. 36, 31, 


® ch. 21. 14, 


foot, and say, Alas for all the evil abominations of the house of 


Israel! 'for they shall fall by the sword, by the famine, and by 


'ch. 6. 12. 


12 the pestilence. He that is far off shall die of the pestilence; 
and he that is near shall fall by the sword; and he that re- 


maineth and is besieged shall die by the famine: ™thus will 
13 I accomplish my fury upon them. Then *shall ye know that I 


m ch. 5.13. 
* ver. 7. 


am the LorbD, when their slain men shall be among their idols 


round about their altars, upon every high hill, ”in all the tops 
of the mountains, and ¢under every green tree, and under every 
thick oak, the place where they did offer sweet savour to all 


1 Or, sun images, and 80 ver. 6. 


° Jer, 2. 20. 
» Hos, 4.13. 
@ Isai. 57. 5. 


2 Heb. give, 


Judes. The present is addressed to the 
whole land and people of Israel, which is 
to be included in a like judgment. The 
ground of the judgment is idolatry, and the 
whole rests on Deut. xii. The prophecy is 
against the mountains of Israel, because 
the mountains and valleys were the seats of 
idol-worship. It is also the proclamation 
of the final judgment of Israel. It is the 
picture of the future judgment of the world. 

3. rivers] Or, ravines, which were, like 
the mountains, favourite seats of idol-rites 
(2 K. xxiii. 10). 

4. images] See marg. and marg. ref., and 
viii. 16 note. 

idols] The Pheenicians were in the habit 
of setting up heaps or pillars of stone in 
honour of their gods, which renders the use 
of the word more appropriate. 

7. The force of the words is, ‘‘ When the 
slain shall fall in the midst of you, then at 
last ye shall know that I am tke Lord.” 


So in v. 10 where the knowledge implies a 
recognition of the merciful intent of Jeho- 
vah’s dispensations, and therefore a hope of 
restoration. 

9. Iam broken &c.] Translate: because I 
have broken their whorish heart, which hath 
departed from me, and their eyes &ec. 
Since Ezekiel is addressing the Church of 
God through Israel, we are to note here 
that the general principle of the Divine 
administration is laid down. Sin leads to 
judgment, judgment to repentance, repent- 
ance to forgiveness, forgiveness to recon- 
ciliation, reconciliation to a knowledge of 
communion with God. 

11-14. The gieam of hope is but transi- 
tory. Darkness again gathers round, for as 
yet the prophet is predicting judyment. 

11. Smite...stamp] Well-known modes of 
ape hoe grief. 

3. sweet savour] Cp. Gen. viii. 21, Words, 
applied to the smell of sacrifices accepted 
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rIsai, 5.25. 14 their idols. So will I ‘stretch out my hand upon them, and 
make the land desolate, yea, !more desolate than the wilderness 


*Num.33.46. 
Jer. 48. 22. 


that I am the Lorn. 


® Amos 8, 2, 
Matt. 24. 6. 


b ver, 8, 9, 


tech. 5.1L 
& 8. 13, 
ch. 6. 7, 
& 12. 20. 
6 behold, is come. 
¢ ver. 10. 
f ver, 12, 
Zeph. 1. 14. 
9 ch. 20. 8, 
4 ver, 3, 
to thy ways, 


Sver. 4. 9 tions. 


toward * Diblath, in all their habitations: and they shall know 


and ye shall know that I am the 


5Lorp. {Thus saith the Lord Gop; An evil, an only evil, 

An end is come, the end iscome: it 3watcheth 

7 for thee; behold, it is come. ¢The morning is come unto thee, 
© thou that dwellest in the land: /the time is come, the day of 
trouble 7s near, and not the ‘sounding again of the mountains. 

8 Now will I shortly *pour out my fury upon thee, and accom- 
plish mine anger upon thee: *and I Will judge thee according 

and will recompense thee for all 

And ‘mine eye shall not spare, neither will I have pity : 


thine abomina- 


I will recompense ‘thee according to thy ways and thino abomi- 


Eyer. 4. 


iver. 7. 


* Jer.6.7. 11 pride hath budded. 


nations ¢haé are in the midst of thee; and ye shall know that 
10 Iam the Lorp that smiteth. Behold the day, behold, it is 
come: ‘the morning is gone forth; the rod hath blossomed, 
™ Violence is risen up into a rod of wicked- 


ness: none of them shall remain, nor of their ‘multitude, nor of 


» Jer. 16. 5. 
ch. 24. 16. 
° ver. 7. 


Or, desolate from the wil- 
eek, 
2 Heb. give. 


12 any of ‘theirs: "neither shull there be wailing for them. °Tho 
time is come, tho day draweth near: let not the buyer rejoice, 


> Heb. awaketh against thee, © Or, tumult, 
* Or, echo. 
5 Heb. upon thee. 


Or, their tumultuous per. 
sone, 


by God, applied here to idol-sacrifices in 
irony. 

14. toward Dislath] Or, Diblathaim, the 
Diblathan of the Moabite stone, one of the 
double cities of Moab (see xxv. 9) to the 
East of which lay the great desert of Arabia. 
Some read “unto Riblah” (Jer. lii. 9) and 
take the marg. rendering. 

VII. A dirge. Supposing the date of 
the prophecy to be the same as that of the 
preceding, there were now but four, or per- 
haps three, years to the final overthrow of 
the kingdom of Judah by Nebuchadnezzar. 

3, 4. A kind of refrain, repeated in vv. 8, 
9, as the close of another stanza. 

5. an only evil] An evil singular and re- 
markable above all others. 

6. the end ts come: it watcheth for thee] 
The end (personified) so long slumbering 
now awakes and comes upon thee. 

7,10. The morning] Rather, The conclu- 
siun: a Whole series (lit. circle) of events is 
being brought to a close. Others render, 
Fate. : 

the day of trouble &c.] Or, The day is 
near; a tumult (Zech. xiv. 13), and not 


the echo of (or, shouting on) the mountains. 
The contrast is between the wild tumult of 
war and the joyous shouts of such as keep 
holiday, 

10. vod] Used here for tribe (Ex. xxxi. 
2). The people of Judah have blossomed 
into proud luxuriance. In +r. 11 it means 
the rod to punish wickedness. ‘The mean- 
ing of the passage is obscure, owing to the 
brief and enigmatic form of the utterance, 
We may adopt the following explanation. 
The Jews had ever exulted in their national 
privileges—everything great and noble was 
to be from them and from theirs ; but now 
Jehovah raises up the rod of the oppressor 
to confound and punish the rod of His 
people. The furious Chaldwan has become 
an instrument of God's wrath, endued with 
power emanating not from the Jews or from 
the multitude of the Jews, or from any of 
their children or people ; nay, the destruc- 
tion shall be so complete that none shall be 
left to make lamentation over them. 

12. the day] Either of temporal or final 
judgement, 

12, 18. It was grievous for an Israelite to 
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nor the scller mourn: for wrath 7 upon all the multitude 
13 thereof. For the seller shall not return to that which is sold, 
‘although they were yet alive: for the vision is touching the 
whole multitude thereof, which shall not return; neither shall 
14 any strengthen himself *in ‘the iniquity of his life. They have 
blown the trumpet, even to make all ready; but nono goeth 
to the battie: for my wrath 7s upon all the multitude thereof. 
15 G?The sword 7s without, and the pestilenco and the famine 
within: he that ¢s in the field shall dio with the sword ; and he 
16 that is in the city, famine and pestilence shall devour him. But 
tthey that escape of them shall escape, and shall be on the 
mountains like doves of the valleys, all of them mourning, every 
17 one for his iniquity. All "hands shall be feeble, and all knees 
18 shall ‘be weak us water. They shall also ‘gird themselves with 
sackcloth, and ‘horror shall cover them; and shame shail be 
19 upon all faces, and baldness upon all their heads. They shall 
cast their silver in the streets, and their gold shall be ‘removed: 
their “silver and their gold shall not bo able to deliver them in 
the day of the wrath of the Lorn: they shall not satisfy their 
souls, neither fill their bowels: ®because it is *the stumbling- 
20 block of their iniquity. As for the beauty of his ornament, he 
set it in majesty : "but they made the images of their abomi- 
nations and of their detestable things therein: therefore have I 
21 ‘set it far from them. And I will give it into the hands of the 
strangers for a prey, and to the wicked of the carth for a spoil ; 
22 and thay shall pollute it. My face will I turn also from them, 
and they shall pollute my secret place: for the *robbers shall 
23 enter into it, and defile it. Make a chain: for ‘the land is 
24 full of bloody crimes, and the city is full of violence. Where- 
fore I will bring the worst of the heathen, and they shall possess 
their houses: I will also make the pomp of the strong to cease; 


is their sfumblingblock. 

7 Or, made tt unto them an 
unelean thing. 

8 Or, Lurglers. 


2 Heb. though their life 
were yet among the living. 

2 Or, whose life is in his 
aniquity. 


3 Heb. his lt bral 

* Heb. go (melt) into water. 

5 Heb. for a separation, or, 
uncleanness. 

6 Or, because their iniquity 
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?P Deut. 32.25, 
Lam. 1, 20. 
ch. 5,12, 


2 ch. 6. 8, 


r Isni. 13. 7. 
Jer, 6, 24. 
ch. 21. 7. 
*Tsai. 3. 24. 
Jer, 48, 37. 
Amos 8, 10, 
¢ Ps, 65. 5. 

« Prov, 11, 4, 
Zeph. 1. 18. 


= ch. 14. 3. 
& 44. 12. 


¥ Jer. 7. 30, 


*2¥in.21.16, 
ch. 9. 9. 


part with his land. But now the seller need 
not mourn his loss, nor the buyer exult in 
his gain. All should live the pitiful lives of 
strangers in another country. 

13. although then rere yet alive] Though 
they be yet among the living. 

which shall not return e.g He (t.e. the 


19. shall be removed] Lit. ‘‘shall be an 
unclean thing” (Lev. xx. 21); their gold 
shall be unclean and abominable in their 


eyes. 
the stumblingblock of their iniquity] See 

iii, 20. Their gold and silver used in making 

images was the occasion of their sin. 


seller) shall not return; and, every man 
living in his iniquity, they shall gather 
no strength. Jixile being the punishment 
of iniquity, the exiles were said to live in 
their iniquity. 

16. As doves whose natural abode is the 
valleys moan lamentably when driven by 
fear into the mountains, so shall the rem- 
nant, who have escaped actual death, moan 
in the land of their exile. 

18. Various signs of mourning common 
in eastern countries. Baldness was for- 
bidden to the Israelites (Deut. xiv. 1). They 
seem, however, in later times to have 
adopted the custom of foreign nations_in 
this matter, not without permission. Cp. 
Asai. xxii, 12. 


20. Or, And the beauty of his ornament, he 
(the people) turned i¢ to pride. 

have I set it far ideas them] Rather, as in 
marg.—therefore have I made it their de- 
filement and their disgrace. 

22. my secret place) The inner sanctuary, 
hidden from the multitude, protected by 
the Most High. : 

28. Make a chain] Forge the chain, 
8 chain of imprisonment determined fe: 

em, 

24, the worst of the heathen] The most 
cruel and terrible of nations—the Chal- 
deeans. . 

the pomp of the strong] Cp. Lev. xxvi. 19 
The strony are those who pride themselves 
in imaginary strength. 
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25 and 'their holy places shall be defiled. 
26 and they shall seck peace, and there shall be none. 
shall come upon mischief, and rumour shall be upon rumour ; 
>then shall they seck a vision of the prophet; but tho law shall 
27 perish from the priest, and counsel from the ancients. The king 
shall mourn, and the prince shall be clothed with dosolation, 


@ Deut.32.23, 
Jer. -4. 20. 


5 Ps, 7h. 9. 
Lam. 2. 9. 
ch, 20. 1, 3. 


VII. VIIL 


2Destruction cometh; 
“Mischief 


and the hands of the people of the land shall be troubled: T will 
do unto them after their way, and 3according to their deserts 


e ver. £. will I judge them; ‘and they shall know that I am the Lorn. 
Czar. 8. AND it came to pass in the sixth year, in the sixth month, 
ch. 14.1, in the fifth day of the month, as I sat in mine house, and “the 
war ae elders of Judah sat before me, that “the hand of tho Lord Gon 
ech. 1. 26 2 fell there upon me. ‘Then I beheld, and lo a likeness as the 
appearance of fire: from the appearance of his loins even down- 
ward, fire; and from his loins even upward, as the appearance 
4 ch. 1.4. 3 of brightness, “as the colour of amber. And ho ¢put forth the 
PR ee Ss form of an hand, and took me by a lock of mine head; and 
feh. 3.14 ‘the spirit lifted me up between the earth and the heaven, and 
veh. 11.1, sbrought me in the visions of God to Jerusalem, to the door of 
F ee the inner gate that looketh toward the north ; Awhere aa3z the 
oh ot seat of the image of jealousy, which ‘provoketh to jealousy. 
4 Deut. 32. 4 And, behold, the glory of the God of Israel was there, according 
poo on. 5 to the vision that I *saw in the plain. Then said he unto me, 


& 3. 22, 23. 


their holy places] What elsewhere is called 
God's Holu Place is here their holy places, 
because (tod disowns the profaned sanc- 
tuary. In the marginal rendering they must 
mean the worst of the heathen. ; 

VIII.—XIX. ‘The prophecies contained 
in these chapters fall within eleven months 
(cp. 7. L with xx. 1). Although they were 
not all delivered on the same day, they may 
he regarded as a whole. They contain in 
fact a review of the condition of the people 
of Judah, including those who were still in 
the Holy Land, and those who were with 
the prophet exiles in Chaldea. This is first 
represented by a vision (viii.-xi.) in which 
the seer is transported in spirit to the 
Temple of Jerusalem ; and next—the pro- 
phet having again taken his stand as a man 
among men—by symbolical act, parables, 
figures, &c., addresses his fellow-exiles. 

1. the elders of Judah] The prophet’s 
fellow-exiles are no longer unwilling to hear 
him (ch. ii.). ‘They set as mourners. The 
messaye here is not as in vi. 2, but distinctly 
to Judan, that portion of the people whose 
exile Ezekiel shared. 

2. the appearance of fire] In marg. ref., 
seen as the appearance of @ man enthroned 
upon the Cherubim. Here He stands apart 
from the throne revealing Himself to His 
servant. Cp. Dan. iii. 25 note. 

amber] See marg. ref. note. 

3. in the visions of God] Ezekiel was not 
transported in the body, but rapt in spirit, 
while he still sat amidst the elders of 
Judah. 


1 Or, they shall inkerit their holy places. ? Heb. Cutting of. 3 Heb. with their judgments. 


the inner gate] Or, the gate of the inner 
court. ‘This gate, leading from the outer to 
the inner court (the court of the priests), is 
called (x. 5) the yate of the altar, because it 
was from this side that the priests ap- 
proached the brazen altar. The prophet is 
on the outside of this vate, so that the image 
of jealousy was set upin the outer or pes- 
ple’s court over against the northern en- 
trance to the priest’s court. ‘This image 
was the image of a false god provoking 
Jehovah to jealousy (Deut. xxxii, 16, 21; 
1K. xiv. 22). It may be doubted whether 
the scenes described in this chapter are in- 
tended to represent what actually occurred. 
‘They may be ideal pictures to indicate the 
idolatrous corruption of priests and people. 
And this is in accordance with the symboli- 
cal character of the number four ; the four 
idolatries representing the idolatries in all 
the four quarters of the world. ‘The false 
gods of heathendom are brought into the 
Temple in order that they may he detected 
and exposed by being brought face to face 
with the God of revelation. Still history 

roves that the idea! yeu was anpported 
y actual facts which had occurred and were 
occurring. 

4, The glory of the Lorn having departed 
from His seit bet Wecn the Cherubims in the 
Holy of Holies (see ix. 3) rests in the thres- 
hold of the Temple, to execute vengeance 
before it quits the house altogether (x. 18). 
The there is the inner court, which was full 
of the brightness of the Lonw’s glory (x. 4), 
and at the gate of which Ezekiel stands, 
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Son of man, lift up thine eyes now the way toward the north. 
So I lifted up mine eyes the way toward the north, and behold 
northward at the gate of the altar this image of jealousy in tho 

6 entry. Te said furthermore unto me, Son of man, seest thou 
what they do? even the great abominations that tho house of 
Isracl committeth here, that I should go far off from my sanc- 
tuary ? but turn thee yet again, and thou shalt see greater abomi- 

7 nations. YAnd he brought ine to the door of the court; and 
$ when I looked, behold a hole in the wall. Then said he unto 
me, Son of man, dig now in the wall: and when I had digged 

9 in the wall, behold a door. And he said unto me, Go in, and 
19 behold the wicked abominations that they do here. So I went 
in and saw; and behold every form of creeping things, and 
abominable beasts, and all the idols of the house of Israel, 
11 pourtrayed upon the wall round about. And there stood before 
them scventy men of the ancients of the house of Isracl, and in 
the midst of them stood Jaazaniah the son of Shaphan, with 
every man his censer in his hand; and a thick cloud of incense 
12 went up. Then said he unto me, Son of man, hast thou scen 
what tho rncients of the house of Israel do in the dark, every 
man in the chambers of his imagery ? for they say, ‘the Lorp 
13 secth us not; the Lord hath forsaken the earth. J He said also 
unto me, Turn thee yet again, and thou shalt sce greater abomi- 
14 nations that they do. Then ho brought me to tho door of the 
gate of the Lorp’s house which was toward the north; and, 
15 behold, there sat women weeping for Tammuz. Then said he 
unto me, Hast thou seen this, O son of man? turn thee yet 
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' ch. 9.9. 


7. the door of the court] The seer is 
brought to another spst. In Ezekiel’s time 
there were sundry buildings on the space 
around the inner court which formed a 
court or courts, not improbably inclosed by 
awall. The idolatries here were viewed as 
taking: place in secret, and it is more in 
accordance with the Temple arrangements 
to suppose that such chambers as would 
give room for those rites should belony to 
the outer than to the inner court. ‘The seer 
is now outside the wall of the outer court, 
by the door which leas from it out of the 
Temple-boundary. By breaking through 
the wall he enters into a chamber which 
stands in the outer court against the wall 
near the gate. 

10. There is clearly a reference to the 
idolatry of Egypt. Many subterranean 
chambers in recks upon the shores of the 
Nile exhibit ornamentation and _hierogly- 
phical characters, some of which are repre- 
sentative of the objects of idolatrous 
worship. Such chambers fitted them for 
the scene of the ideal picture by which 
Ezekiel represented Egyptian idolatry. 
The Egyptian worship of animals is well 
known. 

11. seventy men] Cp, Ix. xxiv. 9, 10. 
The vision may have pointed to the con- 
trast between the times. The number 
secen is symbolical of the Covenant between 
Jehovah and His people. and so the serenty 
men exhibit forcibly the breach of the 


Covenant. It is a figure of the covert 
idolatry of the whole people. 

12, in the dark) Hidden in the secret 
places which the seer dug through the wall 
to discover, 

chambers of his imagery] 7. ¢., chambers 
painted with images. 

14, The seer is now brought back to the 
same gate as in z. 3. 

It is not certain that this verse refers toan 
special act of ‘'ammuz-worship. ‘The mont 
in which the vision was seen, the sixth month 
(September), was not the month of the ‘T'am- 
wuz-rites. But that such rites had heen 

verformed in Jerusalem there can he little 
doubt. Women are mentioned as employed 
in the service of idolsin Jer. vii. 18. There 
is some reason for believing that the 
weeping of women for ‘lammuz passed into 
Syria and Palestine from Babylonia, T'am- 
muz being identified with Duv-zi, whose 
loss was Inamented by the yoddess Istar. 
The festival was identical with the Greek 
Adoniace. The worship of Adonis had its 
head-quarters at Byblos, where at certain 
periods of the year the stream, becoming 
stained by mountain floods, was popularly 
said to be red with the blood of Adonis, 
From Byblos it spread widely over the 
East and was thence carried to Greece. 
The intercourse of Zedekiah with heathen 
nations (Jer. xxvii, 3) may very well 
have led to the introduction of an idolatry 
which at this time was especially popular 
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again, 
16 f And he 
w Joel 2. 17. 
* ch. 11. 1, 
& 32. 33 


Pp Deut. 4.19. 
Jer. +4. 17. 


their 


17 Then he said unto me, 


EZEKIEL. 


and thou shalt see greater abominations than theso, 
brought me into the inner court of the Lorp’s house, 
and, behold, at the door of tho temple of the Lorp, “between 
the porch and thé altar, "2ere about five and twenty men, owith 
backs toward the temple of the Lorn, and their faces to- 
ward the east; and they worshipped ?the sun toward the east. 
Hast thou seen this, O son of man? 


VIII. IX. 


Is 


ita light thing to the houso of Judah that they commit the 


@ ch. 0. 9. 


abominations which they commit here? for they have ?filled 


the land with violence, and have returned to provoke me to 


’ ch. 5. 13. 


voice, yet will 


18 angor: and, lo, they put the branch to their nose. *Therefore 
will I also deal in fury : mine ‘eye shall not spare, neither will 
I have pity: and though they ‘cry in mine ears with a loud 

I not hear them. 

Cxap. 9. HE cried also in mine cars with a loud voice, saying, 
Cause them that have charge over the city to draw near, even 


2 every man with his destroying weapon in his hand. And, behold, 


1 Or, Is there any thing lighter than to commit. 


a 


among the Eastern nations. This solemnity 
sas of a twofold character, first, that of 
mourning, in which the death of Adonis 
was bewailed with extravagant sorrow ; and 
then, after a few days, the mourning gave 
pee to wild rejoicings for his restoration to 
ife. ‘This was a revival of nature-worshi 
under another form—the death of Adonis 
symbolized the suspension of the productive 
powers of nature, which were in due time 
revived. Accordingly the time of this fes- 
tival was the summer solstice, when in the 
East nature seems to wither and die under 
the scorching heat of the sun, to burst 
forth again into life at the due season. At 
the same time there was a connexion 
between this and the sun-worship, in that 
the decline of the sun and the decline of 
nature might be alike represented by the 
death of Adonis. The excitement attendant 
upon these extravagances of alternate wail- 
ing and exultation were in complete accord- 
ance with the character of nature-worship, 
which for this reason was so popular in the 
East, especially with women, and led by in- 
evitable consequence to unbridled license 
and excess. Such was in Ezekiel’s day one 
of the most detestable forms of idolatry. 

16, the inner court] The court of the 
priests. 

ahout five and twenty men] Rather, as it 
were five &c. This was the number of the 
heads of the twenty-four courses with the 
High Priest presiding over them. ‘These 
then were the representatives of the priests, 
as the seventy were of the people. In the 
Temple the seat of the Divine Majesty was 
at the West, perhaps appointed for this 
very purpose, toguard against the idolatrous 
adoration of the rising sun. Therefore the 
idolatrous priests must in worshipping the 
false sun-god turn their backs upon the 
True. The worship of the heavenly bodies 
svas one of the earliest forms of idolatry (Job 


xxxi. 26, 27) and was expressly forbidden 
in the Law (Deut. xvii. 3). In its earliest 
form, it was conducted without the inter- 
vention of images, the adoration being 
addressed to the heavenly bodies them- 
selves: this form, continued among the 
Persians, seems to have been introduced 
afresh into Jerusalem at the time of 
Ezekiel. Cp., also, 2 K. xxiii. 11,12. The 
tmages (cp. vi. 4, 6) were probably columns 
set up in honour of the sun, not images 
in human form. Thissimpler mode of sun- 
worship was soon changed. The sun, or 
the god supposed to preside over it, was 
represented as a person, whose image was 
set up and adored. 

17. Violence represents sin against man, 
abominations sins against God. These went 
hand in hand in Jerusalem. 

and have returned] After the reformation 
effected for a time by Josiah’s zeal, they 
have gone back to their old state. 

_ they put the branch to their nose] An allu- 
sion to a then familiar practice, of which 
we find no clear traces elzewhere. Ezekie! 
is describing the attitude usual in such 
devotions, the branch held before the 
mouth, but wishing to represent it in con- 
temptuous and derogatory terms, he substi- 
tutes the word nose for mouth. 

IX. The punishment of the dwellers in 
Jerusalem. 

1. them that have charge] The Angels 
who have charge to execute Gud’s sentence. 

everu man) Angels, not men. 

2. siz men] Angels of wrath—figurative 
of destruction. They come from the North, 
the quarter from which invading armies 
entered the Holy Land. These siz Angels, 
with the one among them, a superior over the 
six, make up the number seven, a number 
symbolical of God’s Covenant with His 
people. 
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six men came from the way of the higher gate, 'which lieth 
toward the north, and every man 7a slaughter weapon in his 


hand; “and one man among them was clothed with linen, with 
0 writer’s inkhorn *by his side: and they went in, and stood 
3 beside the brasen altar. And “the glory of the God of Israel 


@ Lev. 16. 4, 
ch. 10. 2, 6. 
Rev. 15. 6. 

> ch. 10, 4,18, 


was gone up from the cherub, whereupon he was, to the thres- 


hold of the house. 


And he called to the man clothed with 


4 linen, which had the writer’s inkhorn by his side; and the 
Lorp said unto him, Go through the midst of the city, through 


the midst of Jerusalem, and ‘set ‘a mark upon the foreheads of 
the men “that sigh and that cry for all the abominations that 
And to the others he said in 
*mine hearing, Go ye after him through the city, and smite: 
6 ‘let not your eye spare, neither have 
and young, both maids, and little children, and women: bu 
%come not ncar any man upon whom ¢s the mark ; and begin 
at my sanctuary. ‘Then they began at the ancient men which 
7 were before the house. And he said unto them, Defile the house, 


5 be done in the midst thereof. 


e Ex. 12.7, 
Rev. 7. 3. 
& 20, 4, 
@ Jer. 13. 17, 
ye pity : /slay “utterly old 

t 17 


o Rev. 9, 4 
* Jer. 25. 29. 
1 Pet. 4.17. 
? ch, 8, 11. 


and fill the courts with the slain: go ye forth. And they went 


1 Heb. which is turned. 
2 Heb. a@ weapon of his 
breaking in preces. 


3 Heb, upon hia loina. 
4 Heb. mark a mark. 


5 Heb. mine ears, 
6 Heb, to destruction. 


the higher gate] The North gate of the 
court of the priests. The Temple rose hy 
platforms ; as there was a North gate to the 
outer and also to the inner court, the latter 
was probably distinguished as the higher 
gate. Itwas built by Jotham (2 K. xv. 35). 
clothed with cel The priestly garment 
(Ex, xxviii, 6,8; Lev. xvi. 4). This One 
Man (Cp. Dan. x. 5; Rev. i. 18) was the 
Angel of the Covenant, the great High 
Priest, superior to those by whom He was 
surrounded, receiving direct communica- 
tion from the Lord, taking the coals of 
vengeance from between the Cherubim (x, 
2), but coming with mercy to the contrite as 
well as with vengeance to the impenitent ;— 
these are attributes of Jesus Christ (John v. 
30; Luke ii. 34; Matt. ix. 13; John vi. 39). 
@ writer's inkhorn] Usually a flat case 
about nine inches long, by an inch and a 
quarter broad, and half an inch thick, the 
hollow of which serves to contain the reed 
pens and penknife. At one end is the ink- 
vessel which is twice as heavy as the shaft. 
The latter is passed through the girdle and 
prevented from slipping through by the 
projecting ink-vessel. The whole is usually 
of polished metal, brass, copper or silver. 
The men with the inkhorn has to write in 
the Book of Jiife the names of those who 
shall be marked, The metaphor is from the 
custom of registering the names of the Israel- 
ites in public rolls. Cp, Ex. xxxii. 33; Ps. 
Ixix. 28; Isai. iv. 3; Philip. iv. 3; Rev. iii. 5. 
3. cherih] The singular is put collectively 
for the Cherubim, which were upon the 
mercy -seat of the Ark in the Holy of 
Holies, the proper seat of the glory of the 
Lord in the midst of Israel. God is repre- 
sented as arising from between the Cheru- 
bim to scatter His enemies (Num. x. 33). 


4. Mercy precedes judgment. So in the 
ease of Sodom (Gen. xix.), and in the last 
day (Luke xxi. 18, 28; Rev. vii. 1). his 
accords with the eschatological character of 
the predictions in this chapter (see Intro- 
duction, p. 323). 

@ mark) Lit. Tau, the name of the last 
letter of the Hebr. alphabet. ‘The old 
form of the letter was that of a cross. 
The Jews have interpreted this sign 
variously, some considering that Tau, being 
the last of the Hebrew letters, and so 
closing the alphabet, denoted completeness, 
and thus the mark indicated the complete- 
ness of the sorrow for sin in those upon 
whom it was placed. Others again ob- 
served that Zau was the first letter of ‘To- 
rah (the Law) and that the foreheads were 
marked as of men obedient to the Law. 
Christians, noting the resemblance of this 
letter in its most ancient form to a cross, 
have seen herein a reference to the cross 
with which Christians were signed. The 
custom for heathen gods and their votaries 
to bear certain marks furnishes instances, in 
which God was pleased to employ symbol- 
ism, generally in use, to express higher and 
Diviner truth. The sign of the cross in 
Baptism is an outward sign of the designa- 
tion of God’s elect, who at the last day shall 
be exempted from the destruction of the 
ungodly (Matt. xxiv. 22, 31). 

. begin at my sanctuary] The first to be 
wnished were those who had brought 
idolatry nearest to the Holy Place. ‘The 
“ancient men,” i.e, the twenty-five men 
who had stood with their Lacks to the 
altar (viii. 16) were the first to be slain. 

7, Defile the house] By filling the ‘Temple 
and its courts with the bodies of the slain. 
See Num. xix. 11. 
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8 forth, and slew in the city. And it came to pass, while they 


k Num. I4. 5. 
‘ch. 11.13. 


were slaying them, and I was left, that I ‘fell upon my face, 
and cried, and suid, ’Ah Lord Gop! wilt thou destroy all the 


residue of Israel in thy pouring out of thy fury upon Jerusalem ? 
9 Then said he unto me, The iniquity of the house of Israel and 


m 2 Kin. 21. 
16. 


ch. 8. 17. 
«ch. 8. 12. 
oPs, 10,11. 
Isai. 29. 15. 
Pch,. 5. 11. 
@ ch. 11. 21. 


Judah zs exceeding great, and “the land is 'full of blood, and 
the city full of *perverseness: for they say, "The Lorn hath 
10 forsaken the earth, and °the Lorp seeth not. 
also, mine ”cye shall not spare, neither will I have pity, bu 71 
11 will recompense their way upon their head. 
man clothed with linen, which Aad the inkhorn by his side, 


And as for mo 


And, behold, the 


3yeported the matter, saying, I have dono as thou hast com- 


manded me. 
@ ch. 1. 22. 


Cuar. 10. THIEN I looked, and, behold, in the “firmament that 


was above the head of the cherubims there appeared over them 
as it were a sapphire stone, as the appearance of the likeness of 


bch.9.2,3. 2a throne. 


b’And he spake unto the man clothed with linen, and 


said, Go in between the wheels, even under the cherub, and fill 


¢ gh, 1. 13, 

¢ See Rev. 
3. 5. 

¢ See ver.18, 
ch. 1, 28. 

f1 Kin. 8, 


9 ch. 1. 24 5 glory. 


A Pg, 29, 3, 


even to the outer court, as ‘the voice of the Almig 


4thine hand with ‘coals of fire from between the cherubims, and 
3 “scatter them over the city. And he went in in my sight. 
the cherubims stood on the right side of the house, when the 
4 man went in; and the cloud filled the inner court. 
glory of the Lorp *went up from the cherub, and stood over 
the threshold of the house; and /the house was filled with the 
cloud, and the court was full of the brightness of the Lonp’s 
And the “sound of the cherubs’ a 


Now 


«Then the 


was heard 
ty God when 


6 he speaketh. And it came to pass, that when he had com- 
manded the man clothed with linen, saying, Take fire from 
between the wheels, from between the cherubiins; then he went 


Zin, and stood beside the wheels. 


And one cherub ®stretched 


forth his hand from between the cherubims unto the fire that 
was between the cherubims, and took thereof, and put 7 into 
the hands of him that was clothed with linen: who took it, and 


‘And there appeared in the cherubims the form of a 


g*And when I looked, behold 


the four wheels by the cherubims, one wheel by ono cherub, 
and another wheel by another cherub: and the appearance of 


oe r 8. 8 went out. 

ver. 21, ’ . ir wings 
keh. 2.15. 9 man’s hand under their wings. 
2 ch. 1. 16, 


1 Heb. filled with. 
2 Or, wresting of judgment. 


10 the wheels was as the colour of a ‘beryl stone. 


3 Heb. returned the word, 
Heb. the holloro of thine hand. 


And as for their 


5 Heb. was lifted up. 
© Heb. rent yorth. 


8. left] The prophet was left alone, all 
who had been around him were slain. 

X. Asin ch. i., the vision of the glory of 
the Lord, the particulars given identifying 
the two visions, 

2. he spake] The person enthroned. 

the cherub) The particular cherub who 
was to hand the coals to destroy (Ps. exx. 
4; Isai. x. 16; Rev. xv. 8). 

8. on the right side] On the South (xlvii. 
2). he idolatries had been seen on the 
North side. Un the South stood the Che- 
rubim ready to reccive and bear away the 
glory of the Lord. 

4. A repetition of ix. 3. Now the glo 
of the Lord had gone up from tho cheru 


to the threshold ofthe house. Verses 4— 


6 describe what had occurred before the 
man went in (1. 3). 

5. the Almighty God] El Shaddai; cp. 
Gen. xvii. 1 note. 

7. one cherub] The cherub who stood next 
the wheel by the side of which the man stood. 
‘The representative of the priestly office now 
gives up his post of reconciliation, and be- 
comes simply a minister of wrath ; another 
sign that God will turn from Jerusalem. 

An explanation following upon the 
mention of the dand. It is characteristic of 
this chapter that the narrative is inter- 
rupted by explanatory comments. The 
narrative is contained iu vr. 1—3, 6, 7, 18, 
15 (first clause), 18, 19: the other verses 
contain the interposed caplanations. 
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appearances, they four had one likeness, as if a wheel had been 


11 in the midst of a wheel. ™When they went, they went upon 


ch. 1.17. 


their four sides; they turned not as thoy went, but to the place 
whither the head looked they followed it; they turned not as 


12 they went. 


And their whole ‘body, and their backs, and their 

hands, and their wings, and "the wheels, were full of eyes round 
13 about, even the wheels that they four had. 
14 *it was cricd unto them in my hearing, O wheel. 


ch. 1, 18, 
As for the wheels, 


°And every ° ch. 1. 6, 10. 


one had four faces: the first face was the face of a cherub, and 
the second face was the face of a man, and the third the face of 
15 a hon, and the fourth the face of an eagle. And the chermbims 


were lifted up. This ts the living creature that I saw by the 
¢And when the cherubims went, the wheels 


16 river of Chebar, 


reh. 1. 5. 
@ ch, 1. 19, 


went by them: and when the cherubins lifted up their wings 
to mount up from the carth, the same wheels also turned not 


17 from beside them. 


*When they stood, these stood; and when 
they were lifted up, these lifted up themselves also: for the spirit 
18 3of the living creature zas in them. 
Lorp ‘departed from off the threshold of the house, and stood 
19 over the cherubims. And “the cherubims lifted up their wings, 


rch. 1.12, 
20, 21, 

* ver. 4, 

t Hos, 9. 12, 
" ch, 11, 22. 


q Then ‘the glory of the 


and mounted up from the earth in my sight: when they went 
out, the wheels also were beside them, and every one stood at 
the door of the east gate of the Lonrn’s house; und the glory of 


20 the God of Israel wus over them above. 


1 Heb. flesh. 


11. the head] Either ‘the leading wheel 
which the others followed,” or more pro- 
bably, the head of a cherub (one for all), 
the description passing from the wheels to 
the Cherubim (7. 12). 

18. According to the marginal renderin 
the present verse refers back to vv. 2 an 
6, and tells us that the name galgal, a rolling 
thing (ep. Isai. xvii. 13), was given to the 
wheels in the seer’s hearing. But taking 
v. 14 as a description, and reading x. 15 
immediately after v. 13, the meaning is 
clear. In the hearing of the seer a vuice 
calls upon the wheels, and, obedient to the 
call, the Cherubim are lifted up and the 
wheels roll on. The word galgal would be 
better rendered ‘‘ chariot ” instead of wheel ; 
** chariot” representing very well the collec- 
tion of tcheels. 

14. thetirst face...) The face of the first 
was the face of the cherub, and the face 
of the second was tke face of a man, and 
the third the face of a lion, and the fourth 
the face of an eagle. Of the four faces of 
each cherub, the seer names only one—the 
face looking in the direction in which that 
cherub leads the motion of the chariot. The 
face of the cherub which presented itself to 
the seer was that of ano. When he look- 
ing northward first saw the chariot the ox- 
face was on the left side (i.10). This would 
make the oz-face look eastward, and it is not 
unlikely that the man might approach the 
chariot from the south-eastern part of the 
inner court. 

16, 17 are a repetition of the general 


2 Or, they were called in my hearing, theel, or, galgat. 


* ch. 1. 22, 
ver. 16, 


4/7 This zs the living 
3 Or, of life. 


description of the nature and connexion of 
the various parts of the vision, and this is 
the more appropriate as shewing why they 
were regarded as one living creature (¢ 15). 
The attributes here assigned to them shew 
that they were pervaded by one will—the 
spirit of the lirtng ercature (others, as in 
margin, the spirit of life) was in thom, 

19. The Cherubim (or chariot) had stood 
first on the threshold of the J’emple-door, 
and there received the glory of the Lord. 
‘They then lilted their wings, rose, and left 
the Temple hy the Kast vate of the cuter 
court at the entrance of which they now for 
a time stood. It was by the East gate of 
the outer court that the glory of the Lord 
returned to the new Temple (sliii. 4). 

cand every one stood) Or, aud they stood, 
The Cherubim and wheels are viewed as cue 
living creature, 

20. In this departure of the glory of the 
Lord from the Temple, the seer recognizes 
for the first time the full meaning of the 
vision which he had seen on the banks of 
Chebar (ch. i.). What he had seen there 
did indeed imply that Jehovah had forsaken 
His house; but now this is made clear. The 
Glory has left the Holy of Holies, lias 
appeared in the court, has heen enthroned 
on the Living Four, and with them has 
departed from the Temple. It is now clear 
that these Four (in form similar to, yet 
differiny from, the Cherubim of the Temple) 
are indeed the Chernbim, in the midst of 
whom the Lord dwelleth. 
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vch. 1.1. creature that I saw under the God of Israel ¥by the river of 
ch. 1.6 21 Chebar; and I knew that they were the cherubims. *Every 
Me ae one had four faces apiece, and every one four wings; “and the 
ver. 8. 22 likeness of the hands of a man was under their wings. And 
> ch. 1. 10 >the likeness of their faces was the same faces which I saw by 
Sch. 1. 12 the river of Chebar, their appearances and themselves: ‘they 
went every one straight forward. 
ach.3.12, Qnap. 11, MOREOVER “the and broucht mo 


unto >the east 


ate of the 
ward: and behold ¢ at the door of the gate five and twenty men; 
among whomI saw Jaazaniah the son of Azur, and Velatiah 
2 the son of Benaiah, princes of the people. 


oe lifted me UP: 
i 


oRD’s house, which looketh cast- 


Then said he unto 


me, Son of man, these are the men that devise mischief, and 


4 ch. 12, 22. 
2 Pet. 3. 4. 
; See Jer, 1. 


3. 
f ch, 2. 2, 
&3. A. 


3 give wicked counsel in this city. Which say, 'J¢ 7s not ¢near; 
let us build houses: ‘this city is the caldron, and we be the 
4 flesh. Therofore prophesy against them, prophesy, O son of man. 
5 J And /the Spirit of the Lorp fell upon me, and said unto me, 
Speak; Thus saith the Lorp; Thus have yo said, O house of 


Israel: for I know the things that come into your mind, every 


@ ch. 7, 23, 
& 22. 3, 4. 


& ch. 24. 3. 
Mic. 3. 3, 
éver. 9. 


6 one of them. %Ye have multiplied your slain in this city, and 
7 yo have filled the streets thereof with the slain. 
saith the Lord Gop; *Your slain whom yo have laid in the 
midst of it, they wre the flesh, and this city 7s the caldron: ‘but 


Therefore thus 


8 I will bring you forth out of the midst of it. Ye have feared 
the sword; and I will bring a sword upon you, saith the Lord 


K ch. 5. 8. 
82 Kin. 25, 
19, 20, 21. 
Jer. 39. 6. 
™ 1 Kin. 8. 
65 


" Pg, 9. 16. 
ch. 6. 7. 
° Sce ver. 3. 


9Gop. AndI will brag 
you into the hands o 


10 among you. 


XI. 1. the gate] The gate of the Temple- 
court. The gate was the place of judgment. 
jive and twentu men] Not the same men 
as in viii. 16. There they were representa- 
tives of the priests, here of the princes. 
The number is, no doubt, symbolical, made 
up, probably, of twenty-four men and the 
king. The number twenty-four pcints to 
the tribes of undivided Israel. 
Jaazaniah.,.Pelatiah] We know nothing 
more of these men. ‘lhe former name was 
Peepanly common at that time (viii. 11). 
these two names there is an allusion to 
the false hopes which they upheld. Jaaza- 
niah (Jehovah listeneth) sn of Azur (the 


Helper); Pelatiah ((sod_ rescueth) son of 


Benaiah (Jehovah buildeth). In the latter 
case death (z. 13) turned the allusion into 
bitter irony. 

3. It is nof near] In contradiction to 


vii. 2, 

let us build houses] To build houses implies 
a@ sense of security. Jeremiah bade the 
exiles build houses in a foreign land hecause 
they would not soon quit is (Jer. xxix. 5; 
xxxv. 7). These false counsellors promised 
to their countrymen a sure and permanent 


you out of the midst thereof, and deliver 
strangers, and ‘will execute judgments 
‘Ye shall fall 
™the border of Israel; "and ye shall know that I am the Lorp. 
11 °This city shall not be your caldron, neither shall ye be the 
flesh in the midst thereof; bu¢ I will judge you in the border of 


1 Or, It is not for us to duild houses near. 


y the sword; I will judge you in 


abode in the city which God had doomed 
to destruction. No need, they said, to go 
far for safety ; you are perfectly safe az 
home. The Hebrew, however, is, difficult : 
lit. it means, It is not near to build houses, 
which may be explained as spoken in 
mockery of such counsel as that of Jere- 
miah: matters have not gone so far as to 
necessitate house-building in a foreign land. 
‘The same idea is expressed by the image of 
the caldron : whatever devastation may rage 
around the city, we are safe within its walls, 
as flesh within a caldron is unburnt by the 
surrounding fire (cp. xxiv. 6). 

7. All that shall remain in the city are 
the buried dead. Bloodshed and murder 
were at this time rife in Jerusalem, and 
these were among the chief crimes that 
were bringing down judgment upon the 
city. All the inhabitants that should yet 
survive were destined to be carried away 
into exile. 

10. in the border of Israel] Hamath was 
the northern border of Ierael (marg. ref.). 
At Riblah in Hamath the king of Babylon 
judged and condemned Zedekiah and the 
princes of Judah (Jer. lii, 9, 10), 


EZEKIEL. XI. 


12 Isracl: and Pye shall know that I am the Lorn: ‘for ye have 
not walked in my statutes, neither executed my judgments, but 
thave dono after the mannors of the heathen that «re round 

13 about you. §JAnd it came to pass. when I prophesied, that 
t Pelatiah the son of Benaiah died. Then *fell I down upon my 
.ace, and cricd with a loud voice, and said, Ah Lord Gop! wilt 

14 hou make a full end of the remnant of Israel? Again the 

15 word of tho Lorp came unto me, saying, Son of man, thv 
brethren, ever thy brethren, the men of thy kindred, and all 
the house of Israel wholly, are they unto whom the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem have said, Get you far from the Lorn: unto us 

16 is this land given in possession. Therefore say, Thus saith 
the Lord Gon; Although I have cast them far off among 
the heathen, and although I have scattered them among the 
countries, ‘vet will I be to them as a little sanctuary in the 

17 countries where they shall come. Therefore say, Thus saith 
the Lord Gon; *I will even gather you from the people, and 
assomble you out of the countries where ye have been scuttered, 

18 and I wili give you the land of Israel. And they shall come 
thither, and *they shall take away all the detestable things 

19 thereof and all the abominations thereof from thence. And ¥I 
will give them one heart, and I will put ‘a new spirit within 
you; and I will take “the stony heart out of their flesh, and 

20 will give them an heart of flesh: *that they may walk in my 
statutes, and keep mino ordinances, and do them: ‘and they 

21 shall be my people, and I will be their God. But as for them 
whose heart walketh after the heart of their detestable things 
and their abominations, ¢I will recompense their way upon 

22 their own heads, saith the Lord Gop. [Then did the cheru- 
bims ‘lift up their wings, and the wheels beside them ; and the 

23 glory of the God of Israel was over them above. And ‘the 
glory 


stood 2upon tho mountain ‘which ie on the east side of the 


1 Or, sohich have not walked. 


of the Lorp went up from the midst of the city, and | 
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P ver. 10. 


# ch. 37, 23. 
¥ Jer. 22, 39. 
ch, 38. 26, 
See Zeph. 

9 


3.9. 

= Pg, Bt. 10. 
Jer. 31, 33 
ch. 18. 31. 

@ Zech. 7, 12, 
b Pg, 105, 45. 
¢ Jer, 24. 7, 
ch, 36. 28. 

@ ch. 9. 10. 
& 22. 31. 

° ch. 1. 19. 

Sch, 8. 4. 

9 See Zech. 
4.4. 

A ch. 43, 2. 


SS 


18. The death of Pelatiah was communi- 
cated in this vision, which represented 
ideally the idolatry in which Pelatiah had 
actually been foremost. 

15. thy kindred] The original word is 
derived from a root, suggesting the ideus of 
redeeming and avenging as connected with 
the bond of kindred. The word, therefore, 
conveys here a special reproach to the 
proud Jews, who have been so ready to cast 
off the claims of blood-relationship, and at 
the same time a hope of restoration to those 
who have been rudely thrown aside. 

16. as a little sanctuary] Rather, I will 
be to them for a little while a sanctuary. 
The blessing was provisional, they were to 
look forward to a blessing more complete. 
For a little while they were to be satisfied 
with God’s special Presence in a foreign land, 
but they were to look forward to a renewal 
of His Presence in the restored Temple of 
Jerusalem. Sanctuary means here strictly 
the Holy Place, the Tabernacle of the Most 
High: Jehovah will Himself be to the 
exiles in the place of the local sanctuary, in 


which the Jews of Jerusalem so much 
prided themselves (cp. marg. reff.). Here 
is the germ from which is developed xl.— 
xlviii., the picture of the kingdom of God in 
its new form. 

19-21. Cp. Rev. xxi. The identity of 
thought and language in Ezekiel, predicting 
the new kinzdom of Israel, and in St 
John, foretelling the kingdom of heaven, 
forces upon us the conclusion that the pro- 
phecy of Ezekiel has an ultimate reference 
to that climax which St. John plainly indi- 
cates. 

19. one heart] So long as the Israelites 
were distracted by the service of many 
gods, such unity was impossible ; but now, 
when they shall have taken away the 
abominations from the land, they shall be 
united in heart to serve the true God. 

stonu heart...heart of flesk| The heart un- 
naturally hardened, and the heart re- 
awakened to feelings proper to man. 

283. the mountain which is on the east side 
of the city] The Mount of Olives. The 
Rabbis commenting on this passage said 
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ich, & 3 


EZEKIEL. 
24 city. Afterwards ‘the 


XT. XII. 


spirit took me up, and brought me in. 


a vision by the Spirit of God into Chaldea, to them of the cap- 


25 tivity. 


So the vision that I had seen went up from me. Then 


I spake unto them of the captivity all the things that the Lorp 


had shewed me. 


Car. 12. THE word of the Lorp also came unto me, saying, 


24 Son of man, thou dwellest in the midst of “a rebellious house, 
which *have eyes to see, and see not; they have cars to hear, 
3and hear not: ‘for they are a rebellious house. 
thou son of man, prepare thee ‘stuff for removing, and removo 
by day in their sight; and thou shalt remove from thy place to 


Therefore, 


another place in their sight: if may be they will consider, 
4 though they be a rebellious house. Then shalt thou bring forth 
thy stuff by day in their sight, as stuff for removing: and thou 
shalt go forth at even in their sight, *as they that go forth into 


5 captivity. 
6 out thereby. 


ae thou through the wall in their sight, and carry 
n their sight shalt thou bear ¢¢ upon thy shoul- 


ders, «nd carry t¢ forth in the twilight: thou shalt cover thy 


4 Tsai. 8. 18. 
ch, 4. 3. 


face, that thou see not the ground: “for I have set thee for a 
7 sign unto the house of Israel. 


4] And I did so as I was com- 


manded: I brought forth my stuff by day, as stuff for cap 

tivity, and in the even I ‘digged through the wall with mine 

hand; I brought #¢ forth in the twilight, and I bare i¢ upon my 
8 shoulder in their sight. § And in the morning came the word of 
9 the LorD unto me, saying, Son of man, hath not the house of 


ech, 2. 5. 
Sch. 17. 12. 
4 Mal. 1.1, 


4 ver. 6. 

42 Kin. 25, 
4, 5, 7. 

k Jer. 39. 4. 


' Or, instruments. 
® Heb. az the goings forth 


Israel, ‘the rebellious house, said unto thee, ‘What docst thou ? 
10 Say thou unto them, Thus saith the Lord Gop; This burden 
concerncth the prince in Jerusalem, and all the house of Israel 
11 that are among them. Say, *I am your sign: like as I have 
done, so shall it be done unto them : 5‘thoy shall remove and go 
12 into captivity. And *the prince that is among them shall bear 


of captivity. 
8 wae Dig for thee. 


* Heb. digged for me. 
5 Heb. by removing go into captivity. 


the Shechinah retired to this Mount, and 
there for three years called in vain to the 
people with human voice that they should 
repent. On that mountain Christ stood, 
when He wept over the fair city so soon to 
be utterly destroyed. From that mountain 
he descended, amid loud Hosannas, to enter 
the city and ‘lemple as a Judge. 

ATI. 2. Cp. Deut. i. 296; marg. ref. ; 
Rom. x. 21. The repetition of such words 
from age to age, shows that the prophet’s 
words are intended to reach beyond the 
generation in which he lived. 

3. stuff] Raiment, vessels, and the like. 
The removing was to be of the kind that 
accompanied exile. The whole account of 
this transaction marks it as a real act. 
The prophet was to he asign to his country- 
men, and the exiles as well as those that 
remained in Judea had need to be taught 
this lesson, for though themselves far away, 
they Icoked to Jerusalem as their home, and 
were scarcely less eager for its safety than 
the inhabitants themselves. 

4 The particulars which Ezekiel here 
foretold actually occurred (cp. 2 K. xxv. 


4; Jer. xxxix. 4); but at this time Zede- 
kiah seemed to be prosperous, ani the Jews 
at Jerusalem expected, it is clear, a long 
continuance of his prosperity (see xvii. 1 
note). 

The prophetical character of the passage 
is undoubted (the prophet is declared to be 
asigqn, v. 6)—the genuineness of the Book and 
of the Lge alle of the passage in the Book, are 
beyond dispute ; in the historical event we 
havean exact fulfilment. Theonly legitimate 
inference is that the prophet received his 
knowledge from above. 

6. thou shalt cover thy face] A sign of 
mourning (see xxiv, 17) ; also of Zedekiah’s 
blindness (7. 12). 

7. In the evening the prophet was to 
return to the wall, break through it, and 
transport the goods from the inside to the 
outside of the city. 

10. burden] A word used to indicate a 
prediction of woe to be borne by some indi- 
vidual or people (Isai. xiii. 1 note). Ezekiel, 
bearing his stuff on his shoulder was a sign 
of the weight of calamity coming upon king 
and people. 
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upon his shoulder in the twilight, and shall go forth : they shall 
dig through the wall to carry out thereby: he shall cover his 
13 face, that he sce not the ground with /is oyes. My ‘net also will 
I spread upon him, and he shall be taken in my snare: and "I 
will bring him to Babylon to the land of tho Chaldeans; yet 
14 shall he not sce it, though he shall dic there. And *I will 
scatter toward every wind all that are about him to help him, 
and all his bands; and °I will draw out the sword after them. 
15 ® And they shall know that I am the Lorn, when I shall scatter 
them among tho nations, and disperse them in the countries. 
16 @But I will leeve !'a few men of them from the sword, from the 
famine, and from the pestilence; that they may declare all their 
aoininations among the heathen whither they come; and they 
17 shall know that I am the Lorp. {J Moreover the word of the 
18 Lorp came to ine, saying, YJSon of man, “eat thy bread with 
quaking, and drink thy water with trembling and with careful- 
19 ness; and say unto the people of the land, Thus saith the Lord 
Gop of the inhabitants of Jerusalem, «nd of the land of Israel ; 
They shall eat their bread with carefulness, and drink their 
water with astonishment, that her land may ‘be desolate from 
all that is therein, ‘because of the violence of all them that 
20 dwell therein. And tho cities that are inhabited shall be 
laid waste, and the land shall be desclate; and ye shall know 
21 that I am the Lorp. YJAnd the word of the Lord came unto 
22 me, saying, Son of man, what 7s that proverb that ye have in 
the land of Israel, saying, “Tho days are prolonged, and every 
23 vision faileth 2? Tell them therefore, Thus saith the Lord Gon ; 
I will make this proverb to cease, and they shall no more use it 
as a proverb in Isracl; but say unto them, *The days are at hand, 


in your days, O rebe 
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= Job 19. 6. 
Lam. 1. 13. 
m 2 Kin.25.7. 
ch. 17. 16, 

» 2 Kin. 25. 


» Ps, 9. 16. 
ch. 6. 7, 14. 


@ ch. G. 8. 


r ch. 4. 16. 


* Zech. 7.14. 
¢ Ps. 107, 34. 


" yor. 27, 
ch. 11. 3, 


¥ Joel 2. 1. 
24 and the effect of every vision. For ’there shall be no more any Zeph. . It 
vain vision nor flattering divination within the house of Israel. Tam. 2. Ve 
25 For I am the Lorp: I will speak, and “the word that I shall ¢ Isai. 55.11. 
speak shall come to pass; it shall bo no moro prolonged: for Pars 3133, 
ious house, will I say the word, and will 
26 perform it, saith the Lord Gop. [Again the word of the Lorp 
27 camo to me, saying, 4 *Son of man, behold, they of the house of ® ver. 22. 
e2 Pet, 3. 4. 


Israel say, The vision that he seeth is ‘for many days to come, 

28 and he prophesicth of the times that are far off. “Therefore say 
unto them, Thus saith the Lord Gon; There shall none of my 
words be prolonged any more, but tho word which I have spoken 
shall be done, saith the Lord Gop. 


1 Heb. men of number. 2 Heb. the fulness thereof. 


@ ver. 23, 25. 


18, Cp. Jer. lii. 9 &e. 

16. few) Lit. as in margin ; so few, that 
they can easily be counted (Isai. x. 19). The 
few who should escape destruction should 
make known to all among whom they should 
dwell how great had been the wickedness 
of the people, how just their punishment. 

ere the sign is the exhibition of 
such terror as the danger of a siege creates. 

19. the people of the (and) Chaldea. 

of the inhabitants] In respect to the in- 
habitants. 

desolate from all that is thercin] i.e. 
stripped of all its inhabitants and of all its 
wealth. 


19, 20. At one and the same time, Jere- 
miah was prophesying in Jerusalem, and 
Ezekiel in Chaldza; the prophecies of the 
former were sent to the exiles, and those of 
Ezekiel to the dwellers at Jerusalem, that 
the guiding hand of One God in different 
places might be made clear (Jerome). 

21-28. As in ch. vii., the nearness of 
the judgment is foretold. 

22. The land of Israel is put generally for 
the land where the children of Israel dwelt, 
whether at home, or in exile. here was 
prevalent a disregard for the true prophets, 
which is ever followed by a recognition of 
the false. Jirst, the true prophet is re- 


Cuar. 138. AND the word of the Lorp came unto me, saying, 
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2 Son of man, prophesy against the 
@ ver, 17, phesy, and say thou unto ¢!them t. 


5 Jor. 14, 14. 


poe of Israel that pro- 
at prophesy out of their 


3 own “hearts, Hear ye the word of the Lorp; Thus saith the 


Lord Gop; Woe unto the foolish prophets, that *follow their 
4own spirit, Sand have secn nothing! O Israel, thy prophets 


© Cant. 2.15. 


¢ ch, 12, 24, 


5 are ‘like the foxes in the deserts. 
the ‘gaps, neither ‘made up the hedge for the house of Israel 
G to stand in the battle in the day of the Lorn. 
vanity and lying divination, saying, The Lonrp saith; and the 


Ye “have not gone up into 


¢They have seen 


Lord hath not sent them: and they have made otiers to hope 
7 that they would confirm the word. Have ye not scen a vain 
vision, and have ve not spoken a lying divination, whereas ye 
8 say, The LorD saith 7¢; albeit I have not spoken? J Therefore 
thus saith the Lord Gop; Because ye have spoken vanity, and 
seen lies, therefore, behold, I am against you, saith the Lord 
9 Gop. And mine hand shall be upon the prophets that seo 
vanity, and that divine lies: they shall not be in the “assembly 


2 ch. 20, 38. 
Ach, 11. 10, 
12, 

4 Jer. 6. 14. 
& 8.11, 

* ch, 22. 28, 
‘ch. 38. 22. 


1 Heb. them that are pro- 
pheta out of their own 
hearts, 


of my people, ‘neither shall they be written in the writing of 
the house of Israel, neither shall they enter into the land of 
10 Israel; “and ye shall know that I am the Lord Gop. Because, 
even because they have seduced my people, saying, ‘Peace; 
and there was no peace; and one built up 7a wall, and, lo, 
11 others *daubed it with untempered morter: say unto thom 
which daub ¢ with untempered morter, that it shall fall: ‘there 
shall be an overflowing shower; and ye, O great hailstones, 
12 shall fall; and a stormy wind shall rend it. 


2 Heb. walk after. 
3 Or, avd things which & 
they huve not seen. 


Lo, when the wall 


5 Heb. hedged the hedge. 
Or. xecret, or, council. 
7 Or, a slight wall. 


+ Or, breaches. 


jected because it is thought that his pro- 
phecies fail. Then men persuade them- 
selves that if the prophecy be true it 
respects somo distant time, and that the 
men of the present generation need not 
disturb themselves about it. Cp. Jer. i. 
11; Amos vi. 3; Matt. xxiv. 43; 1 Thess. 
v. 2; 2 Pet. iii. 4. Against both these 
‘delusions Ezekiel is commissioned to pro- 
test, and so to lead the way to his condem- 
nation of his countrymen for their blind 
reliance on false prophets. 

XIII. The identity of phrases and ideas 
of this chapter with Jer. xxiii. leads to the 
‘conclusion that Ezekiel took up a well- 
known prophecy to enforce and apply it to 
his companions in exile. They probably 
had read Jeremiah’s words as referring to 
others than themselves, 

8. that fotiow...nothing] Better in marg. 
A true prophet (like Ezekiel) spoke the 
word of the Lord, and declared what he had 
seen in the visors of God. These pre- 
tenders are stigmatized in scorn “‘ prophets 
out of their own hearts,” ‘seers of what 
they have not seen.” 

4. in the deserts] Foxes find a home among 
ruins &c. (Lam. v. 18). So the prophets 
find their profit in the ruin of their country. 

6. for] Or, before. Ina time of siege when 


there are gaps or breaches in the walls, it is 
the part of the leaders to go up to defend 
them, and to throw up works to stop the in- 
road of the enemy. Jehovah is now assailing 
His people as an enemy (cp, Isai. lxiii. 10; 
Job xvi. 11-13), and where are those whe 
claim to be prophets, leaders of the people ? 

6. and they have made others &c.] Rather, 
‘fand they hope for the confirmation of 
their word.” They come to believe their 
own lies, 

9. assembly] Here ‘‘the congregation of 
the people.” These false prophets were 
to be struck off from ‘the writing” or, the 
rolls, in which the names of all Israelites 
were registered (cp. Ps. Ixxxvii. 6; Ex. 
xxxii. 32); and therefore when the restoration 
(xi. 17) shall take place. these men shall not 
have part in it. 

10. wal?] A partition wall; in 7. 12, the 
word used is the usual word for the outer 
wall of a house or city. The fall of the par- 
tition wall would perhaps involve the fall 
of the whole house. 

untempered morter] Or, whited plaster, em- 
ployed to patch up a wall, so as to give it an 
appearance (without the reality) of strength 
and beauty. Cp. Matt. xxiii. 27. In the 
original there is a play upcn a word rendered 
* folly ” in Jer. xxiii. 13. 
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is fallen, shall it not be said unto you, Where és the daubin 
13 wherewith ye have daubed :t? Therefore thus saith the Lor 
Gop; I will even rend it with a stormy wind in my fury; and 
there shall be an overflowing shower In mino anger, and great 
14 hailstones in my fury to consume it. So will I break down the 
wall that yo have daubed with untempered morter, and bring it 
down to the ground, so that the foundation thereof shall be dis- 
covered, and it shall fall, and ye shall be consumed in the midst 


15 thereof: ™and ye shall know that Iam the Lorp. Thus will I 
accomplish my wrath upon the wall, and upon them that have 


m ver, 9. 21. 
ch, 14, 8. 


daubed it with untempered morter, and will say unto you, Tho 
16 wall is no more, neither they that daubed it; to ait, the prophets 


of Isracl which prophesy concerning Jerusalem, and which "see 
visions of peace for her, and there is no peuce, saith the Lord Gop. 
17 (Likewise, thou son of man, °set thy face against the daugh- 
ters of thy people, ? which prophesy out of their own heart ; and 
18 prophesy thou against them, and say, Thus saith the Lord Gop ; 


” Jer. 6. 14. 
& 28. 9. 
° ch. 20. 46. 


& 21, 2. 
P yer. 2 


oe to the women that sew pillows to all ‘armholes, and make 
kerchiefs upon the head of every stature to hunt souls! Will 


ye thunt the souls of my people, and will ye save the souls alive 


@ 2 Pet.2. 14. 


19 that come unto you? And will ye pollute me among my people 


rfor handfuls of barley and for pieces of bread, to slay the 
souls that should not dic, and to save the souls alive that should 
not live, by your lying to my people that hear your lies? 


* Sce Prov. 
28. 21. 
Mic. 3. 5. 


20 | Wherefore thus saith the Lord Gop; Behold, I am against 
your pillows, wherewith ye there hunt the souls *to make them 
fly, and I will tear them from your arms, and will let the souls 


21 go, 
chiefs also will I tear, 
and they shall be no more in your 
22 shall know that I am the Lorp. 


ecen the souls that ye hunt to make them fly. Your ker- 
and deliver my people out of your hand, 
hand to be hunted; ‘and ye 


: C * ver. 9. 
Because with lies ye have 


made the heart of the righteous sad, whom I have not made 


1 Or, elbows. 


3 Or, info gardens. 


17-23. A rebuke to the false prophet- 
esses, and a declaration that God will con- 
found them, and deliver their victims from 
their snares. Women were sometimes _in- 
spired by the true God, as were Miriam, De- 
borah, Hannah, and Huldah; but an order 
of prophetesses was unknown among the 
people of God, and the existence of such a 
class in the last days of the kings of Judah 
was a fresh instance of declension into 
heathen usages. 

rr. 18-21] Kender thus :—WWoe to the 
acomen that put charms on every finger- 
joint, that set veils upon heads of every 

eight to ensnare souls. Will ye onsnare 
the souls of mu people, and keep your own 
souls alive, ands will ye profane my name 
among my people for handfuls of barley and 
pieces of bread, to slay the souls that should 
not dic, and to keep alive the souls that 
should not lire, by luing to my people who 
listen to a lic? Wherefore thus saith the 
Lord God, Behold I will come upon your 
charms, where ye are ensnaring the 
souls like birds; and I will tear them from 
your arms and will let the souls go free, even 


the souls which yo are ensnaring like 
birds. Your veils also will I tear, and 
deliver my people out of your hand, and they 
shall be no more in nour hand to be ensnared ; 
and ye shall know that I am the Lord. 

Most ancient interpreters and many 
modern have understood the pillows (or 
charms) and kerchiefs (or veils), as ap- 
»liances to which the sorcerers had resort 
in order to attract notice. The veil was a 
conspicuous ornament in the East,—women 
whatever their ‘‘stature” (or, height) putting 
them on—and it was worn by magicians in 
order to seem more mysterious and awful, 

19. pollute ine] Profane Me by your false 
words, which ye pretend to be from Me. 

handfuls of bariev) Such were the gifts 
with which men. used to approach a seer 
(cp. 1 Sam. ix. 7,8; 1K. xiv. 3). 

20. to make them yl] If the marginal read- 
ing into gardens be adopted, it must mean, 
Ye entice men to the gardens or groves, 
where magical arts are practised. That 
groves were used for this purpose and for 
idolatrous rites is notorious, 
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¢ Jor. 23. 14. 
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sad ; and ‘strengthened the hands of the wicked, that he should 
not return from his wicked way, '*by promising him lifo: 

23 therefore “yo shall see no more vanity, nor divine divinations : 
for I will deliver my people out of your hand: “and yo shall 
know that I am the Lorn. 


Cuap. 14, THEN came cortain of the elders of Isracl unto me, and 
2 sat beforo me. And the word of the Lorn caino unto me, say- 
3ing, Son of man, these mon have set up their idols in their 


"ch, 12, 2k, 
Mic. 3. 6. 

* ch. 14. 3. 
& 15. 7. 


9 ch. 20. 1. 


6 ch. 7. 19. 
ver. 4. 7. 
¢2 Kin, 3.13. 


heart, and put 'the stumblingblock of their iniquity beforo 
4 their face: ‘should I be enquired of at all by them’ Thereforo 


speak unto them, and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord Gop; 
livery man of the house of Israel that setteth up his idols in his 
heart, and putteth the stumblingblock of his iniquity beforo his 
face, and cometh to the prophet; I the Lorp will answer him 
5 that cometh according to the multitude of his idols; that I may 
take the house of Israel in their own heart, because they are all 


6 estranged from me through their idols. 


Therefore say unto the 


house of Israel, Thus saith the Lord Gop; Repent, and turn 
3 yourselves from your idols; and turn away your faces from all 
7 your abominations. For every one of the house of Israel, or of 
the stranger that sojourneth in Isracl, which separateth himself 
from me, and setteth up his idols in his heart, and putteth tho 
stumblingblock of his iniquity before his face, and cometh to a 
prophet to inquire of him concerning me; I the Lorp will 


4 Lev. 17. 10. 
Jer. 44. 11. 
¢ Num.26, 10, 
Deut. 23, 37. 
J ch. 6. 7. 


9 Job 12. 16. 
Jer. 4. 10, 
2 Thess.2.11. 


9 I am the Lorpb. 


8 answer him by myself: 
man, and will make him a ‘sign and a proverb, and I will cut 
him off from the midst of my 


and ¢I will set my face against that 
people ; Zand ye shall know that 


4 And if the prophet be deceived when he hath 
spoken a thing, I the Lorn *have deceived that prophet, and I 
will stretch out my hand upon him, and will destroy him from 


10 the midst of my people Israel. And they shall bear the punish- 
ment of their iniquity: the punishment of the prophet shall be 


' Or, that I should save his life. 


2 Heb. by quickening him. 3 Or, others. 


CC - hv OOOO el" 


XIV. 1-11. This prophecy is a reproof of 
those who consult the false prophets. Some 
of the chief exiles come to Ezekiel as to one 


who has authority; but he, endowed with God 


the genuine prophetic spirit, sees deep into 
their hearts, and finds the idols of self-will 
and unsubmissiveness set up therein. ‘Che 
prophet warns them that God will not be 
sa hah of in such a spirit as this. 

. elders of Israel] Some of the fellow- 
exiles of I'zekiel, among whom he ministered. 

4, Omit that cometh. 

according to the multitude of his idols] t.c. 
I will giv> him an answer as delusive as the 
idols which he serves. Cp. Micaiah’s answer 
to Ahab (1 K. xxii. 15). 

5. that I may take &e.] i.e. that I may 
take them, as in a snare, deceived by their 
own heart. 

7. the_ stranger] They who sojourned 
among Israel, though they were not of 
Israel, were bound to abstain from idol- 
worship (Lev. xvii. 10, xx. 2). 

by myself] Or, as in v. 4, according to 
Jdyself. He who comes to inquire witha 


heart full of idolatry shail have his answer, 
(1) according to the multitude of his idols— 
in delusion, (2) according to the holiness of 
—in punishment. ‘The inquiry was 
hypocritical and unreal—but God will 
answer not by the mouth, but by the hand, 
not by word but by deed, not by speech but 
by a scourge. 

8. will make him] Or, I will make him 
amazed (xxxii. 10); or, astonished, so as to 
be a sign and a proverb, 

9. I the Lonp have deceived that prophet} 
A cP truth lies beneath these words, 
viz., that evil as well as good is under 
God’s direction. He turns it as He will, 
employing it to test the sincerity of men, 
aid thus making it ultimately contribute 
to the purification of His people, to the 
confirmation of the righteous, to the increase 
of their glory and felicity. ‘The case of the 
false prophets who deceived Ahab (1 K. 
xxii.) is a striking representation of this 
principle. The Lord sends forth an evil 
7 aie to persuade Ahab to his ruin. Towards 
the close of the kingdom of Judah falso 
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11 even as the punishment of him that sceketh unto him; that the 


house of Israel may “go no more astray 
polluted any more with all their transgressions; ‘but that they 


A 2 Pet. 2.15. 
‘ch. 11, 20, 


from me, neither be 


may be my people, and I may be their God, saith the Lord 


Gop. 


12,13 The word of the Lorp came again to me, saying, Son of man, 
when the land sinneth against me by trespassing grievously, 
then will I stretch out mine hand upon it, and will break the 


kstaff of the bread thereof, und will send famine upon it, and 
14 will cut off man and beast from it: ‘though these three men, 
Noah, Daniel, and Job, were in it, they should deliver but their 
15 own souls ™by their righteousness, saith the Lord Gop. (If I 
ass through the land, and the 
it, so that it be desolate, that no man may pass through hese 


16 of the beasts : °though these three men were *in it, as 


cause *noisome beasts to 


saith the Lord Gop, they shall 


® Lev. 26. 26. 


See Jer.7.16. 
m Prov. 11.4. 
« Ley. 26, 22, 
ch. 6, 17. 


© yer, 14. 19. 


Ispoil 


I live, 
deliver neither sons nor 


daughters ; they only shall be delivered, but the land shall be 


17 desolate. Or if ?I bring a sword upon that land, and say, 
_ Sword, go through the land; so that I cut off man and beast 
18 from it: *though these three men zere in it, as I live, saith the 
Lord Gop, they shall deliver neither sons nor daughters, but 
19 they only shall be delivered themselves. { Or if I send *a pes- 
tilence into that land, and ‘pour out my fury upon it in blood, 
20 to cut off from it man and beast: *though Noah, Daniel, and 
Job, were in it, as I live, saith the Lord Gop, they shall deliver 


P Lev. 26. 25. 


neither son nor daughter ; they shall but deliver their own souls 
21 by their righteousness. {For thus saith the Lord Gop ; *How 


much more when *I send my four sore judgments upon Jeru- 
salem, the sword, and the famine, and the noisome beast, and 
22 the pestilence, to cut off from it man and beast? »Yet, behold, 


therein shall be left a remnant that shall be brought forth, both 
sons and daughters : behold, they shall come forth unto you, and 


1 Or, dereave. 


2 Heb. in the midst of it. 


3 Or, Also when. 


prophets were especially rife. The thoughts 
of men’s hearts were revealed, the good 
separated from the bad, and the remnant 
of the people purged from the sins hy which 
of late years the whole nation had been 
defiled. 

11. ‘*God,”’ it has been said, ‘* punishes 
sins by means of sins,’’ but the end is the 
re-establishment of righteousness. 

12-22, Jer. xiv. xv. is a remarkable 
parallel to this prophecy. Here, as else- 
where, Ezekiel is commissioned to deliver to 
the exiles the same message which Jere- 
miah conveys to the inhabitants of Judza. 
The answer discovers the nature of the 
questions which had been expressed or im- 
plied. (1) Can God cast out a people who 
are holy unto Himself? (2) Is it just to 
punish them with utter desolation? The 
prophet answers (1) That when a people is 
so corrupt as to call down national judg- 
ment, individual piety shall save none but 
the individuals themselves. (2) The cor- 
rupt condition of the people shall be made 
so manifest, that none will question the 


justice of God in dealing thus severely with 
them. 

12. Or, When a land—the case is first put 
in a general form, and then is brought with 
increased force home to Jerusalem— sinneth 
aquinst me by trespassing gricrously, and I 
stretch out mine hand upon it, and break 
the staff of bread thereof, and send famine 
upon it and cut off man and beast :—though 
these three men &c. 

14. Noah, Daniel, and Job} Three striking 
instances of men who, for their integrity, 
were delivered from the ruin which fell 
upon others. Some have thought it strange 
that Daniel, a contemporary, and_ still 
young, should have been classed with the 
two ancient worthies. But the account of 
him (Dan. ii.) shews, that by this time 
Daniel was a very remarkable man (cp. 
xxviii. 3), and the introduction of the name 
of a contemporary gives force and life to 
the illustration. There is in the order in 
which the nzmes occur a kind of climax. 
Noah did not rescue the guilty world, but 
did carry forth with him his wife, sons, and 
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‘ye shall see their way and their doings: and ye shall be com- 
forted concerning the evil that I have Groualik upon Jerusalem, 

23 even concerning all that I have brought upon it. And they 
shall comfort you, when ye see their ways and their doings : 
and ye shall know that I have not done *without cause all that 
I have done in it, saith the Lord Gop. 
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*ch, 20. 43. 


@ Jer. 22, 8, 


Cuap. 15. AND the word of the Lorp came unto me, saying, Son of 
2 man. What is the vine tree more than any tree, or then a branch 
3 which is among the trees of the forest? Shall wood be taken 

thereof to do any work ? or will men take a pin of it to hang 


*John 15.6. 4 any vessel thereon? Behold, it is cast into the fire for fuel ; 


the fire devoureth both 
5 burned. 


1Is it meet for any work? 


the ends of it, and the midst of it is 
Behold, when it was 


whole, it was ?meet for no work: how much less shall it bo 
meet yet for «ny work, when tho fire hath devoured it, and it is 


6 burned ? 


° Lev. 17. 10, 
ch. 14. 8. 
¢ Isai, 24, 18. 
@ ch, 6. 7. 


q| Therefore thus saith the Lord Gop; As the vine 
tree among the trees of the forest, which I have given to the fire 
7 for fuel, so will I give the inhabitants of Jerusalem. And °I 
will set my face against them ; ‘they shall go out from one fire, 
and another fire shall devour them; ‘and ye shall know that [ 


8 am the Lorp, when I set my face against them. And I will 


make the land desolate, because they have 


saith the Lord Gop. 


Cuar. 16. AGAIN the word of the Lorp came unto me, 
2 Son of man, *cause Jerusalem to know her abominations, and 


2 ch, 20, 4. 


1 Heb. Will tt prosper ? 


2 Heb. made fit. 


Scommitted a trespass, 
saying, 


S Heb. treapassed a trespass. 


—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_——S————————— 


sons’ wives. Daniel raised only a few, but 
he did raise three of his countrymen with 
him tohonour. To Job was spared neither 
son nor daughter. 

22, 23. ye shall be comforted &c.] By a 
truer estimate of the dispensations of the 
Almighty. This visitation will be recog- 
nized as inevitable and just. 

XV. 2. the vine...] The Sa is grounded 
on a well-known figure (Ps. Ixxx. 8; Isai. 
v.). e@ comparison is not between the 
vine and other trees, but between the wood 
of the vine and the wood of other trees. 

4. Behold, it is cast into the fire] The wood 
isin itself useless for any purpose ; but what 
if it have been cast into the fire, and half 
burnt, what of it then ? 

7. they shall go out &c.] Rather, they 
have gone forth from the fire, and the 
fire shall devour them. The condition of 
the people is here depicted. The people of 
Israel—as a whole and as separate kingdoms 
—had become worthless. ‘The branch torn 
from the living stem had truly been cast 
into the fire, which had devoured both 
ends of it; what remained was a brand 
plucked from theburning. Those who had 
escaped the general calamity were reserved 
for a like fate. Cp. John xv. 6. 

XVI. Idolatry is frequently represented 
by the prophets under the figure of a wife’s 


unfaithfulness to her husband, Thisimage all 


is here so portrayed, as to exhibit the aggra- 
vation of Israel’s guilt by reason of her 
origin and early history. The original 
abode of the progenitors of the race was 
the land of Canaan, defiled with idolatry 
and moral corruption. Israel itself was like 
a child born in a polluted land, abandoned 
from its birth, left by its parents in the 
inmost utter neglect to the chance regard of 
any peak Such was the state of the 
people in Egypt (rv. 3-5). On such a child 
the Lord looked with pity, tended, and 
adopted it. Under His care it grew up to 
be comely and beautiful, and the Lord 
joined it to Himself in that close union, 
which is figured by the bonds of wedlock. 
The covenants made under Moses and 
Joshua represent this alliance (vr. 6-8). 
In the reigns of David and Solomon, Israel 
shone with all the glory of temporal pro- 
sperity (rv. 9-14). The remainder of the his- 
tory of the people when divided iz, in the 
prophet’s eye, a succession of defection and 
degradation marked by the erection of high 
es (evr. 16-20); by unholy alliances with 
oreign nations (rv. 26-33). Such sins were 
soon to meet their due punishment. As an 
unfaithful wife was brought before the 
ple, convicted, and stoned, go should the 
ord make His people a gazing stock to all 
the nations round about, deprive them of 
their possessions and of their city, and 
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3 say, Thus saith the Lord Gop unto Jerusalem ; Thy 'birth ’and 
thy nativity is of the land of Canaan; ‘thy father wus an 
+ Amorite, and thy mother an Hittite. 
¢in the day thou wast born thy navel was not cut, neither wast 
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® ch. 21. 30, 
Ao. ¢ ver. 45, 
And as for thy nativity, 

¢ Hos, 2 3. 


thou washed in water *to supple thee; thou wast not salted at 


S all, nor swaddled at all. 


None eye pitied thee, to do any of 


these unto thee, to have compassion upon thee; but thou wast 
cast out in the open field, to the lothing of thy person, in tho 
G day that thou wast born. {J And when I passed by thee, and 
saw theo %polluted in thine own blood, I said unto thee when 
thow wast in thy blood, Live: yea, I said unto thee when thou 


7 wast in thy blood, Live. ¢I have ‘caused thee to multiply as 


©Ex.17, 


the bud of the field, and thou hast increased and waxen great, 
and thou art come to ‘excellent ornaments: thy breasts are 
fashioned, and thine hair is grown, whereas thou wast naked 


8 and bare. 


Now when I passed by thee, and looked upon thee, 
behold, thy time was the time of love; Zand I spread my skirt 


/ Ruth 3. 9, 


over thee, and covered thy nakedness: yea, I sware unto thee, 
and entered into a covenant with thee, saith the Lord Gop, and 


9 9thou becamest mine. 


Then washed I thee with water; yea, I 
throughly washed away thy ‘blood from thee, and I anointed 


7 Bx. 19. 5, 
Jer. 2. 2. 


10 thee with oil. I clothed thee also with broidered work, and shod 
thee with badgers’ skin, and I girded thee about with fine linen, 
11 and I covered thee with silk. I decked thee also with ornaments, 


and I “put bracelets upon thy hands, ‘and a chain on thy neck. 
12 And I put a jewel on thy forehead, and earrings in thine ears, 
13 and a beautiful crown upon thine head. Thus wast thou decked 


h Gen, 24, 
22, 47. 
t Proy, 1. 9% 


with gold and silver; and thy raiment wus of fine linon, and 


1 Heb. eutting out, or, hubi- 


tution. 4 Heb. made thee a million. 
3 ae then I looked upon ° Heb. ornament of ornue 
nee. 


3 Or, trodden under foot. 


ments. 
6 Heb. bloods. 
7 Heb. nose: See Isai. 3. 21. 


east. them forth as exiles to be spoiled and 
destroyed in a foreign land (77, 35-43). 

3. en) See marg. ; the word represents 
origin under the figure of cutting out stone 
from a quarry (cp. Isai. li. 1). 

an Amorite] the Azorite,a term denoting 
the whole people. The Amorites, being a 
principal branch of the Canaanites, are often 
taken to represent the whole stock (Gen. 
xv. 16; 2K. xxi. 11). 

an Hittite] Cp. Gen. xxvi. 34. The main 
idea is that the Israelites by their doings 
proved themselves to be very children of 
the idolatrous nations who once occupied 
the land of Canaan. Cp. Deut. xx. 17. 

4, to supple thee] 7.c. to cleanse thee. 

5. to the lothing of thu person] Or, “so 
abhorred was thy person.” 

6. Or, Then I passed by thee...and I said. 

polluted] wallowing, ‘‘treading upon 
one’s self.” 

in thy blood] may be connected either with 
I said or with Lice. In the latter case, the 
state of blood and defilement is made the 
very cause of life, because it called forth the 
pity of Him Who gavelife. Asin the Mosaic 

aw Uicod was especially defiling, so was it 
also the special instrument of purification. 

7. I caused thee to multiply as the bud 


of the field, and thou didst increase and 
wax great, and thou didst come to excellent 
beauty; thy breasts were fashioned and thine 
hair was grown, yet wast thou naked and 
bare. The prophet has arrived at the time at 
which the child grew up to maturity. God 
preserved the life of the infant which must 
without His help have died (+. 6); and the 
child grew up to womanhood, but was still 
desolate and unprotected. This represents 
the sojourn in Egypt, during which the 
people increased, but were not bound, as a 
nation, to God by a covenant, 

excellent ornaments] Lit. as in marg. 
Some render, ‘ornament of cheeks,” i.e. 
beauty of face. 

8. Now when &c.] Or, Then I passed by 
thee...and behold. The espousal of the 
damsel represents God's entering into Cove- 
nant with the people in the wilderness at 
Mt. Sinai (Ex. xxxiv. 27). 

9. The usual purifications for marriage. 

10. badyers’ skin} Probably the skin of 
the dolphin or dugong (Ex. xxv. 5 note). 

silk] For a robe, a turban, or (as yauze) 
for a transparent veil; the derivation of 
the word in the original is much disputed. 

12. a jewel on thu forchead] Lit. ‘a nese- 
ring on thy nostril” (Gen. xxiv. 22 note). 
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the 
comeliness, which 
" See Deut. 
42, 15. 
Jer, 7, 4. 
Mic. 3. 11. 
* Isai. 1, 21, 
ch. 23. 3, 8. 
Hos. 1. 2. 
P Hos, 2. 8 
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silk, and broidered work ; ‘thou didst eat fine flour, and honey, 
and oil: and thou wast oxcecding ‘beautiful, and thou didst 
13, 14 prosper into a kingdom. And ™thy renown went forth among 
eathon for thy beauty: for it wus perfect through my 
I had put upon thee, saith the Lord Gop. 
15 FY" But thon didst trust in thine own beauty, °and playedst the 

harlot because of thy renown, and pouredst out thy fornications 
16 on every one that passed by ; his it was. ? And of thy garments 

thou didst take, and deckedst thy high places with divers 

colours, and playedst the harlot thereupon: the like things shall 
17 not come, neither shall it be so. ‘Thou hast also taken thy fair 


jewels of my gold and of my silver, which I had given thee, and 
madest to thyself images 'of men, and didst commit whoredom 
18 with them, and tookest thy broidered garments, and coveredst 
them : and thou hast set mine oil and mine incense before them. 


9 Hos, 2. 8, 


19 ¢My meat also which I gave thee, fine flour, and oil, and honey, 


wherewith I fed thee, thou hast even set it before them for -a 


° 2 Kin.16.3. 


21 devoured. 


20 sweet savour: and thus it was, saith the Lord Gop. 
thou hast takon thy sons and thy daughters, whom thou hast 
borne unto me, and these hast thou sacrificed unto them *to be 

Js this of thy whoredoms a small matter, that thou 


* Moreover 


hast slain my children, and delivered them to cause them to pass 
22 through the fire for them? And in all thine abominations and 


™ yer. 31. 


Heb. of a male. 


2 Heb. « anronr of rext, 


thy whoredoms thou hast not remembered the days of thy *youth, 
twhen thou wast naked and bare, and wast polluted in thy blood. 
23 4 And it came to pass after all thy wickedness, (woe, woe unto 
24 thee! saith the Lord Gop;) that “thou hast also built unto thee 


3 Hob. to derour. 


18. fine flour, and honey, and oil] These 
were the choicest kinds of fooch ‘ 

into a Funon) This part of the descrip- 
tion refers to the reigns of David and 
Solomon, when the kingdom of Israel (still 
undivided) attained its highest pitch of 
grandeur. : 

14, perfect...my comeliness] The comeli- 
ness was not natural, but the gift of God. 

15. ‘he prophet now describes the idola- 
tries of the time of the Kings. The 
earlier offences in the time of the Judges 
are not noticed, that being an unsettled 
time. ‘The conduct of the people after they 
had prospered into a kingdom is to be 
described. : 

because of thy renown] The marriages of 
Solomon with heathen wives, and his con- 
sequent idolatries, are a clear instance of 
such misuse of glory. : 

18. Cp. 2 K. xxiii. 7. Such decoration 
of idol-temples in the Holy Land shewed 
how the ungrateful people were devoting 
the wealth and energies which Jehovah h 
‘siven them to the service of those false 
gods, in whose worship He was especially 
dishonoured. 

the like things shall not come &c.] The 
abominations reached the very utmost 
—nothing would hereafter be so bad as 
these had been. 

17. Possibly an allusion to the custom of 


Cp. Amos v. 26; 
The oil 


bearing about shrines. 
Acts vii. 43. 

18. anine oil and mine eee 
was the produce of the land, the dacense 
received in exchange for such produce. 
Both were the gifts of Jehovah and belonged 
to Him; yet the oil (x. xxv. 6, xxix. 40) 
and the incense (Ex. xxx. 34), prepared for 
the service of God, were used in idol- 
worship. In nature worship the worshippers 
were specially lavish in vegetable products. 
like incense. 

18, 19, Allusion is here made to some 
rite like the Roman Lectisternia, in which 

ublic tables were set forth for feasty in 

onour of idols. 

20, 21. borne unto me] ME is emphatic. 
The children of JEHOVAH have been de- 
voted to Moloch. The rites of Moloch were 
twofold; (1) The actual sacrifice of men 
and children as expiatory sacrifices to 
false gods, (2) ‘The passing of them through: 
the fire by way of purification and dedication. 
Probably the first is alluded to in x. 20; 
the two rites together in 2. 21. 

28. after all &c.] Besides these things, 
there was the introduction of other idola- 
trous rites from the nations With whom 
Israel had intercourse. 

24. that thou &c.] Render, after that 
thou didst build «unto thee an eminent 
place, «nd didst make thee an high place 
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an eminent place, and “hast made thep an high place in every 
25 street. Thou hast built thy high place “at every head of the 
way, and hast made thy beauty to be abhorred, and hast opened 
thy fect to every one that passed by, and multiplied thy whore- 
26 doms. Thou hast also committed fornication with *the Egypt- 
ians thy neighbours, great of flesh; and hast increased thy 
27 whoredoms, to provoke me to anger. Behold, therefore I have 
strotched out my hand over thee, and have diminished thine 
ordinary food, and delivered thee unto the will of them that 
hate thee, * the “daughters of the Philistines, which are ashamed 
28 of thy lewd way. Thou hast played the whore also with 


the Assyrians, becauso thou wast unsutiable ; yea, thou hast » 


played the harlot with them, and yet couldest not be satisfied. 
29 Thou hast moreover multiplied thy fornication in the land of 
Canaan ‘unto Chaldea; and yct thou wast not satisfied here- 
30 with. How weak is thine heart, saith the Lord Gop, seeing 
thou doest all these things, the work of an impcrious whorish 
31 woman; 3in that “thou buildest thine eminent place in the 
head of every way, and makest thine high place in cvery street ; 
32 and hast not been us an harlot, in that thou scornest hire; bué 
«s a wife that committeth adultery, which taketh strangers 
33 instead of her husband! They give gifts to all whores: but 
ethou givest thy gifts to all thy lovors, and *hirest them, that 
they may como unto thee on every side for thy whoredom. 
34 And the contrary is in thee from other women in thy whore- 
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* Ps, 57, 5, 
der, 2. 20. 
¥ Prov. 2.14, 


& ch, & 10, 
& 20. 7.9. 


@2Chr, 23, 


¢ ch, 23. 1-4 


@ yer. 21, 39. 


¢ Isai. 30, 6. 
Hos. 8. 9 


doms, whereas none followcth thee to cominit whoredoms: and 
in that thou givest a reward, and no reward is given unto 


35 thee, therefore thou art contrary. 


¥ Wherefore, O harlot, hear 


36 the word of the Lonp: Thus suith the Lord Gop; Because thy 


} Or, brothel house. * Or, cities. 


3 Or, In thy daughters is thine, 4c. 


4 Heb, bribest. 


in every street—after that thou didst build 
thy high place at the head of every way and 
didst make...ié came to pass, that thou 
didst also commit fornication &c. 

an eminent place] Lit., ‘an arched 
building.” Such places were used as 
brothels, and so the word is used meta- 
phorically fora place of idol-worship. 

26. Eeyition idolatry, a worship of the 
powers of nature, was eminently sensual. 
Che idolatry here spoken of is not so much 
that which Israel brought with them from 
Egypt, as the idolatry introduced in the 
time of Solomon and Rehoboam. 

27. have diminished thine ordinary food] 
As a husband lessens the things which 
minister to the luxury of an unfaithful 
wife, so did the Lord cut Israel short in 
consequence of her unfaithfulness. 

daughters) ‘The small cities. The Phi- 
listines have left a permanent record of 
their supremacy in the name of the Holy 
Land—Palestine. It was a peculiar shame 
to be subjected to so small a power as that 
of Philistia (see Isai. xiv. 29); but the very 
Philistines were ashamed of Judah’s un- 
faithfulness, and were themselves truer to 
their false gods than Judah was to Jehovah. 

28. Cp. marg. reff. Idolatry, spiritual 
adultery, invariably accompanied these un- 


holy alliances, and brought with it disaster 
and ruin. 

29. in the land &c.] Probably used in 
the restricted sense of the low lands on 
the coast of the western sea; occupied by 
Pheenician colonies. he children of Israel 
were brought into contact at first with 
heathens residing within their own borders. 
Then they extended their intercourse to 
foreign nations, trading and forming  al- 
liances with Chaldea, and in so doing were 
attracted by the idolatries cf those with 
whom they carried on commerce. Some 
render, “with the merchants’ land, even 
with Chaldea.” Cp. xvii. 4. 

$1. Rather, didst build—didst make— 
wast not—scornest. In the maryinal ren- 
dering, thy daughters must mean thy smaller 
cities or villages. 

33. ‘he picture is heightened by the con- 
trast between one who as a prostitute 
receives hire for her shame, and one who as 
a wife is so utterly abandoned as to bestow 
her husband's goods to purchase her own 
dishonour. (Mp. 2 K. xvi. 8. 

35-48, Judah is now represented 2s un- 
dergoing the punishment adjudged to an 
adulteress and murderess. Only in her 
utter destruction shall the wrath of the 
Lord, the jealous God, cease. 
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filthiness was poured out, and thy nakedness discovered through 
thy whoredoms with thy lovers, and with all the idols of thy 
abominations, and by ‘the blood of thy children, which thou 


fair jewels, and leaye thee naked and 


So twill I make 
to rest, and my jealousy shail depart 


/ ver, 20 
Jer. 2.34. 37 didst give unto them; behold, therefore °I will gather all thy 
22, 26. lovers, with whom thou hast taken pleasure, and all them that 
Lam. 1.8 thou hast loved, with all them that thou hast hated; I will 
ena even gather them round about against thee, and will discover 

thy nakedness unto them, that they may see all thy naked- 
*Deut.22.22. 38 ness. And I will judge thee, 1as *women that break wedlock 
4 Gen. 9. 6. and ‘shed blood are judged; and I will give thee blood in fury 

89 and jealousy. And I will also give thee into their hand, and 

* ver, 24, 31. they shall throw down ‘thine eminent place, and shall break 
‘ch. 23, 26, down thy high places: ‘they shall strip thec also of thy clothes, 
Hoa, 2%. and shall take *th 
“ch. 23.46. 40 bare. ™They shall also bring up a company against thee, 
* John 8. 5. * and they shall stone thee with stones, and thrust thee through 
eeu 13.16. 41 with their swords. And they shall °burn thine houses with 
Ser.30.8. —sifire, and execute judgments upon thee in the sight of many 
P ch. 5. 8._ women: and I will cause thee to %cease from playing the harlot, 
7 ch. 23.27. 42 and thou also shalt ge no hire any more. 

my fury toward thee 

from thee, and I will be quiet, and will be no more angry. 
* Ps. 78. 42. 


t ch. 9. 10. 


* ver, 3. 


* Deut.32.32, 
Jeai. 1. 10, 


86. filthiness] Or, brass, t.e. money, is 


43 ¥ Because ‘thou hast not remembered the days of thy youth, 
but hast fretted me in all these things; behold, therefore 
‘I also will recompense thy way upon thine head, saith the 
Lord Gop: and thou shalt not commit this lewdness above all 

44 thine abominations. Behold, every one that useth proverbs 
shall use this proverb against thee, saying, As is the mother, so 

45 is her daughter. Thou art thy mother’s daughter, that lotheth 
her husband and her children; and thou art the sister of thy 
sisters, which lothed their husbands and their children: “your 

46 mother was an Hittite, and your father an Amorite. And thine 
elder sister 7s Samaria, she and her daughters that dwell at thy 
left hand: and *thy younger sister, that dwelleth at thy right 

47 hand, 7s Sodom and her daughters. Yet hast thou not walked 
after their ways, nor done alter their abominations: but, ‘as 


ornament, 
3 Heb. lesser than thor. 


4 Or, that was lothed asa 


1 Heb. with judgments of. 
smatl thing. 


3 Heb. instruments of thine 


lavished. The Hebrews generally speak of 
money as gold (Isai. xlvi. 6), but brass 
coins were not unknown in the time of 
the Maccabees. Cp. Matt. x.9; Mark xii. 
41. Ezekiel may here have put drass for 
gold contemptuously. Cp. Isai. i. 22-25, 
xlviii. 10, 

88. I will give thee blood in fury} Rather, 
**T will make thee a bloody sacrifice to my 
and jealousy.” By the Law of Moses, deat. 
was the penalty for murder (Ex. xxi. 12), 
and for adultery (Lev. xx. 10; e.g. bystoning, 
tv, 40). The circumstances of the siege of 
Jerusalem corresponded with the punish- 
ment of the adulteress; the company ga- 
thered round her were the surroundin: 
armies, the fury of the jealous husban 
was the fury of the attacking army, the 
stripping off her ornaments the rapine 
of the siege, the stoning the battering- 


rams, the bloody death the slaughter in the 
battle. 


42. So...rest] Or, ‘* My fury shall not rest 
till thou art utterly ruined.” 

48. thou shalt not...abominations] Others 
render, “I will not do wickedly because of 
all thine &c.” ze. by allowing Jerusalem to 
remain unpunished. 

. The Jews prided themselves on being 
under the especial protection of Jehovah. 
In the downfall of their neighbours, the 
found only additional grounds for confi- 
dence in their own security. Ezekiel now 
in severe rebuke places them on an equality 
with Sodom and Samaria. Alike have been 
their sins, except that Judah has had the 
preeminence in guilt, Alike shall be their 
punishment. 

46. The Temple looked to the East, 
Samaria was on its left, and Scdom on its 
right hand. 
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if that were a very little thing, ’thou wast corrupted moro 
48 than they in all thy ways. As I live, saith the Lord Gon, 
“Sodom thy sister hath not done, she nor her daughters, as 
49 thou hast done, thou and thy daughters. Behold, this was tho 
iniquity of thy sister Sodom, pride, “fulness of bread, and 
abundance of idleness was in her and in her daughters, nei- 
50 ther did she strengthen the hand of the poor and needy. And 
they were haughty, and ‘committed abomination beforo me: 
51 therefore ‘I took them away as I saw good. Neither hath 
Samaria committed half of thy sins; but thou hast multiplied 
thine abominations more than they, and ¢hast justified thy 
52 sisters in all thine abominations which thou hast done. Thou 
also, which hast judged thy sisters, bear thine own shamo for 
thy sins that thou hast committed more abominable than they: 
they are more righteous than thou: yea, be thou confounded 
also, and bear thy shame, in that thou hast justified thy sisters. 
583 | *When I shall bring again their captivity, ‘the captivity of 
Sodom and her daughters, and the captivity of Samaria and 
her daughters, then will I bring again the captivity of thy cap- 
54 tives in the midst of thom: that thou mayest bear thine own 
shame, and mayest be confounded in all that thou hast done, 
55in that thou art 9a comfort unto them. When thy sisters, 
Sodom and her daughters, shall return to their former estate, 
and Samaria and her daughters shall return to their former 
estate, then thou and thy daughters shall return to your former 
56 estate. For thy sister Sodom was not 'mentioned by thy mouth 
57 in the day of thy *pride, before thy wickedness was discovered, 
as at the time of thy reproach of the daughters of “Syria, and 
all that are round about her, ‘the daughters of the Philistines, 
58 which ae thee round about. *Thou hast *borne thy lewa- 
59 ness and thine abominations, saith the Lorp. For thus saith 
the Lord Gop; I will even deal with thee as thou hast done, 
which hast ‘despised ™the oath in breaking the covenant. 
GO Nevertheless I will "remember my covenant with thee in the 
days of thy youth, and I will establish unto thee °an everlasting 
61 covenant. Then ?thou shalt remember thy ways, and be ashamed, 
when thou shalt receive thy sisters, thine elder and thy younger: 
and I will give them unto thee for ¢daughters, "but not by thy 
62 covenant. ‘And I will establish my covenant with thec; and 


1 Heb. for a report, or, * Or, spoil. 


2 Heb. prites, or, excellencies. 
heuring. § Heb. borne them. 


3 Heb. dram. 


n 
ch. 5. 6, 7. 


2 Matt.10.15, 


® Gen. 13,10. 


b Gon, 13. 13. 
¢ Gen. 19.24 


4 Jer. 3, 11. 
Matt. 12, 
4), 12. 


¢ Sec Isai. 


.o 
J Jer, 20. 16. 


¥ ch. 14. 22, 


h 2 Kin.16.6 
Isni. 7. 1. 
‘ ver. 27. 
ech. 23. 19. 


'ch. 17. 13. 

m Ureut. 29. 

12, 14. 

n Ps, 106, 45. 
© Jor. 32. 40. 
P ch, 20. 43. 


@ Isai. 54. 1. 
Gal. 4, 26. 

© Jer. 31, 
31, &c. 

* Hos, 2.19. 


a TEU EEEEEEIEEEnE EEE RERSERE 


50. as I saw good] Or, “as soon as I saw 
it.” Omit good. God saw and punished, 
Cp. Gen. xviii. 21. 

51. justified thy sisters] Made them ap- 
pear just in comparison with thee. 

58. A denunciation of hopeless ruin. 
When Sodom shall be rebuilt and shall 
flourish, when Samaria shall be again a 
mighty people, then, but not till then, shall 
Jerusalem be restored. 

64. thou art a comfort unto them] The 
degradation of Judah would be a kind of 
consolation to others. Cp. Isai. xiv. 

56. was not mentioned by thy mouth] Was 
he ae he Soak PRath the reproach 

. thy reproac er, the re 5 
In his march tow: Jerusalem, Nebuchad- 


nezzar attacked and overthrew Damascus 
and other Syrian towns. The Jews ex- 
ulted, not foreseeing that this was but ao 
precursor of that ruin which should dis- 
cover their own wickedness. 

60. The promise of restoration must 
almost have sounded as strangely as the 
threat of punishment, paper as it did 
those whom Judah hated and despised (v. 
61). The Covenant of restoration was not 
to be like the old Covenant. Not by thy 
Covenant, but by My Covenant. The people’s 
Covenant was the pledge of obedience. 
That had been found ineffectual. But the 
Covenant of God was by promise (Gal, iii. 
17). See marg. ref. +. 
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fver.61. 63 thou shalt know that I am the Lorn: that thou mayest ‘re- 
« Rom. 3.19. member, and be confounded, “and never open thy mouth any 
more because of thy shame, when I am pacified toward thee for 

all that thou hast done, saith the Lord Gop. 
Cuap. 17, AND the word of the Lorp came unto me, saying, Son of 
2 man, put forth a riddle, and speak a parable unto the house of 
@ See ver. 3 Israel; and say, Thus saith the Lord Gop; *A great eagle with 
12, &c. great wings, longwinged, full of feathers, which had 'divers 


colours, came unto Lebanon, and took the highest branch of 
4 the cedar: he cropped off the top of his young twigs, and car- 
ried it into a land of traffick; he set it in a city of merchants. 
5 IIc took also of the seed of the land, and *planted it in ‘a fruit- 


52 Kin, 24. 
12. 


¢ Deut. 8, 7. 


Isai. 44. 4. ful field; he placed 7#¢ by great waters, and set it 4as a willow 
* ver, 14, 6 tree. And it grow, and became a spreading vine ‘of low stature, 
whose branches turned toward him, and the roots thereof were 

under him: so it became a vine, and brought forth branches, 

7 and shot forth sprigs. {There was also another great eagle 

J ver. 15. with great wings and many feathers: and, behold, ‘this vine 


did bend her roots toward him, and shot forth her branches 
toward him, that he might water it by the furrows of her plan- 

§ tation. It was planted in a good 3soil by great waters, that it 
might bring forth branches, and that it might bear fruit, that it 

9 might be a goodly vine. Say thou, Thus saith the Lord Gop; 
Shall it prosper? shall he not pull up the roots thereof, and cut 
off the fruit thereof, that it wither? it shall wither in all the 
leaves of her spring, even without great power or many people 
10 to pluck it up by the roots thereof. Yea, behold, being planted, 
shall it prosper? “shall it not utterly wither, when the east 
wind toucheth it? it shall wither in the furrows where it grew. 

11 | Moreover the word of the Lorp came unto me, saying, Say 


3 Heb. field. 


92 Kin, 25,7. 


4 ch. 19. 12. 
Hos, 13. 15, 


' Heb. embroidering. 2 Heb. put it in a field of seed. 


XVII. Ezekiel, after describing by a 
figure the circumstances and conditions of 
the Jews and Zedekiah, the vassal of the 
Assyrian monarch, warns them of the delu- 
sive character of their hopes of help from 
Egypt, protests. against the perfidy which 
must accompany such alliance, and points 
out that the restoration of the people 
of God will be effected by a very different 
son of David. The close of this chapter is 
a striking prediction of the kingdom of the 
Messiah. 

8. A great eagie...)] Probably the golden 
eagle, whose plumage has the variety of 


twigs are_his children and the princes car- 
ried by Nebuchadnezzar to Babylon. 

4. a land of trafick] ‘The land of Babylon. 

5. He took also of the sced of the land] 
Zedekiah the king’s uncle, not a Babylo- 
nian satrap, was inade king. 

6. spreading] On the ground, not trained 
to a pole, that it might have uo other prop 
but Nebuchadnezzar. As a vine it was 
less majestic than a cedar (v. 3); but cp. 
Ps. lxxx. 10. 

whose branches K&c.] Rather, in order that 
her branches should turn unto him, and 
that her roots should be under him. 


colour here depicted. The eagle (the king 
of birds) is a natural representative of 
monarchs (cp. Jer. xlviii. 40), and was an 
Assyrian emblem. 

with great wings, lonerwinged] Lit., “ great 
of wing, long of pinion,” because he has 
swept victoriously over widely distant 
lands,—of divers colours, because his sub- 
jects are of various races and tongues. 
Jerusalem is here called Lebanon because 
Lebanon is the proper home of the cedar. 
The Aighest branch or topshoot is Jeconiah, 
the rightful king of Jerusalem, the young 


7. another great eagle] This is the king of 
Egypt, mighty indeed but not like the firsé. 

by the furrows of her plantation] From 
the beds, where it was planted to bring 
forth fruit for another, it shot forth its 
roots to him that he might water it, Zede- 
kiah was courting the favour of Egypt 
while he owed his very position to AM 
bounty of Assyria. 

9. her spring] Rather, her growth. 

crven without &c.] Translate; and not 
with great power or with much people is 
it to be raised up from its roots again. 


EZEKIEL XVIL 


22 now to ithe rebellious house, Know yo not what these things 
mean? tell them, Behold, *the king of Babylon is come to 
Jerusalem, and hath taken the king thereof, and the princes 

13 thereof, and led them with him to Babylon; 'and hath taken 
of the king’s seed, and made a covenant with him, “and hath 


Mtaken an oath of him: he hath also taken the mighty of the 43 


14 land: that the kingdom might be “base, that it might not lift 
itself up, 2bué that by keeping of his covenant it might stand. 
15 But he rebelled against him in sending his ambassadors into 
Egypt, ?that they might give him horses and much people. 
@Shall he prosper? shall he escape that doeth such things? or 
16 shall he break tho covenant, and be delivered? As I live, saith 
the Lord Gon, surely ‘in the place where the king dwelleth that 
made him king, whose oath he despised, and whose covenant he 
brake, even with him in the midst of Babylon he shall dic. 
17 *Neither shall Pharaoh with Ais mighty anny and great com- 
pany mako for him in the war, ‘by casting up mounts, and 
18 building forts, to cut off many persons: secing he despised the 
oath by brenking the covenant, when, lo, he had “given his 
hand, and hath dono all these things, he shall not escape. 
19 Therefore thus saith the Lord Gop; As I live, surely mine oath 
that ho hath despised, and my covenant that he hath broken, 
20 even it will I recompense upon his own head. And I will 
“spread my net upon him, and ho shall be taken in my snare, 
and I will bring him to Babylon, and “will plead with him there 
21 for his trespass that ho hath trespassed against me. And ‘all 
his fugitives with all his bands shall fall by the sword, and they 
that remain shall be scattercd toward all winds: and ye shall 
22 know that I the Lorp have spoken #t. (Thus saith the Lord 
Gop; I will also take of the highest “branch of the high cedar, 
and. will set 7; I will crop off from the top of his young twigs 
a tender one, and will ‘plant 7 upon an high mountain and 
23 eminent: ¢in the mountain of the eight of Taruel will I plant 
it: and it shall bring forth boughs, and bear fruit, and be a 
goodly cedar: and ¢under it shall dwell all fowl of every wing; 
24 in the shadow of the branches thereof shall they dwell. And all 
the trees of tho field shall know that I the Lorn ‘have brought 


! Heb. brought him to an oath. * Heb. to keep his covenant, to stand to it. 


17. To cast up mounts and build forts was 


tender onc] The Messiah. 
the business not of the relieving but of the 


rests upon Isai. xi. 1, 10. 
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ch. 2. 6. 
&@ Kin. 24 
11-16, 

2 Kin, 24, 


17, 
m 2 Chr. 38, 


ch, 29, 3-4. 


o2 Kin, 24. 
D 


20, 

» Deut.17.10, 
Tsai. 31. 1. 

@ ver, 0. 


r Jar, 32, 5. 
ch. 12. 1. 


# Jer. 37.7. 
t Jer. 62. 4. 


«1 Chr. 20. 
24. 
Lam. 5. 6, 


* ch. 12. 13. 
¥ ch. 20. 36. 
*ch. 12. 14 


a Jer. 23. 5. 
Zech. 3. 8 


b Isai. 53. 2. 
¢ Pg, 2, 6. 

# Isai, 2. 2. 
Mic. 4. 1. 

¢ Seech.3l.6. 
Dan, 4. 12. 


f Luke 1. &2. 


This prophecy 


besieging host. ‘Translate; when men cast 
up mounts and build forts to destroy many 
persons. 

22. A contrast between the dealings of 
Nebuchadnezzar and of Jehovah. Nebu- 
chadnezzar cut we Jehovah will set up 
the topshoot; Nebuchadnezzar carried it 
into a land of trafic, Jehovah will plant tt 
in the mountain of the height of Israel. Ne- 
pbuchadnezzar set his favourite as a rine, 
Youly though not poor, in the place where 
such trees as the humble willow grow and 
thrive. Jehovah’s favourite is like the 
lofty cedar, eminent upon a high mountain. 

the highest branch of the high aad Nhe 
rightful representative of the royal house 
of David, the Messiah, 


23. in the mountain of the height of Israel] 
The parallel passage (xx. 40) points to the 
mountain on which the Temple stood. But 
it is not here the actual Mount Moriah so 
much as the kingdom of which that moun- 
tain was the representative, the seat of the 
throne of the anointed Son of God (Ps. ii. 
6; ep. xl. 2). ; 

all fowl of every ring (or, of every kind) 
are those who flock from all lands to this 
kingdom. Cp.Matt. xiii, 32. 

The prophet brings prominently forward 
the future exaltation of the king; and he 
furnishes us thereby with hope, encourage- 
ment, and consolation, at such times as we 
see the Church of Christ in like depression. 

24, the trees of the field] The kingdoms of 
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down the high tree, have exalted the low tree, have dried up 
the green tree, and have made the dry tree to flourish: °I the 
Lorp have spoken and have done #t. 

Cuap. 18. THE word of tho Lorp came unto mo again, saying, 

2 What mean ye, that ye use this proverb concerning the land of 
Israel, saying, The “fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the 


7 ch. 29. 14. 
& 2h 14. 


@ Lam. 5. 7. 
3 children’s tecth are set oncdge? As I live, saith the Lord Gop, 
ye shall not have occasion any more to use this proverb in Israel. 
+ Behold, all souls are mine; as the soul of the father, so also 
7 buh Fale : the soul of the son is mine: ’the soul that sinneth, it shall die. 


5 J But if a man be just, and do }that which is lawful and right, 


ech. 22.9.  6¢and hath not eaten upon the mountains, neither hath litted 


up his eyes to the idols of the house of Israel, neither hath 


€ Lev. 19.20. 
* Lev. 13.19. 
& 20, 18, 

J Lev. 19. 15. 
9 Ex, 22. 26, 


“8; 
IJsni. 5S. 7, 
Matt. 235. 

35, 36. 
‘Neh. 5. 7. 
Ps. 15. 5, 

© Zech. 8.16. 
¢ Amos 5, 4. 
* Gen, 9. 4, 
Ex. 21. 12. 


1 Heb. judgment and jus- 
tice. 


4defiled his neighbour's wife, neither hath come near to ‘a 

7 menstruous woman, and hath not ‘oppressed any, but hath 
restored to the debtor his 7 pledge, hath spoiled none by violence, 
hath *given his bread to the 

8 naked with a garment; he thet hath not given forth upon ‘usury, 
neither hath taken any increaso, that hath withdrawn his hand 
from iniquity, *hath executed true judgment between man and 

9 man, hath walked in my statutes, and hath kept my judgments, 
to deal truly ; he 7s just, he shall surely ‘live, saith the Lord Gon. 

10 If he beget a son that is a robber, ™a shedder of blood, and 
11 3¢hat doeth the like to any one of these things, and that doeth 
not any of those duties, but even hath eaten upon the mountains, 
12 and defiled his neighbour’s wife, hath oppressed the poor and 


3 Or, breaker up of an 
house, 


hungry, and hath covered the 


3 Or, that doeth to his brother 
besides any of these. 


the world as contrasted with the kingdom 


of God. The truth here enunciated is a 
poner one, God gives the promise, God 
ulfils it. 


XVIII. The last verse of ch. xvii. gives 
occasion for a declaration of the principle 
upon which God’s providential dispensa- 
tions proceed, viz., that every individual 
shall be equitably dealt with—a principle 
that precludes the children from either 
presuming on the father's merits or despair- 
ing on account of the father’s guilt. This 
chapter is an enlargement of Jer. xxxi. 29, 
and sets forth fully the doctrine of indi- 
vidual responsibility, 

2. concerning the land of Isracl] Rather, 
in the land of Israel, i.e. upon Israel’s soil, 
the last place where such a heathenish 
saying should be expected. The saying 
was general among the people both in 
Palestine and in exile; and expressed the 
excuse wherewith they ascribed their 
miserable condition to anyone's fault but 
their own—to' a blind fate such as the 
heathen recognized, instead of the discri- 
minating judgment of an All-holy God, 

4, all souls are mine] Man is not simply 
to ascribe his existence to earthly parents, 
but to acknowledge. as his Father Him Who 
created man in His own image, and Who 
gave and gives him the spirit of life. The 
relation of father to son is merged in the 


common relation of all (father and son 
alike) as sons to their Heavenly Father. 

6. eaten upon the mountains) At the 
feast of idols, in contradiction to the com- 
mand of Deut. xii. 17. 

idols of the house of Israel] Idolatry was 
80 popular that certain idols were counted 
as belonging to the people of Israel, of 
whom Jehovah was the true God. 

8. usury is the profit exacted for the 
loan of money, inxereese that which is taken 
for goods; both are forbidden (Lev. xxv. 
36; Deut. xxiii. 19). The placing out of 
capital at interest for commercial purposes 
is not taken into consideration. ‘The case 
is that of money lent to a brvther in dis- 
tress, 

9-13. Jive...dic] In the writings of Eze- 
kiel there is a development of the meaning 
of life and death. In the Holy Land the 
sanctions of Divine government were in a 
great degree temporal; so that the pro- 
mise of life. for obedience, the threatening 
of death for disobedience, in the Books of 
Moses, were regarded simply as temporal 
and national. In their exile this could not 
continue in its full extent, and the univer- 
sality of the misfortune necessarily made 
men look deeper into the words of God. 
The word denotes a person viewed as 
an individual, possessing the life which God 
breathed into man when he became a living 
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needy, hath spoiled by violence, hath not restored the pledge, and 
hath lifted up his eyes to the idols, hath "committed abomination, * ch. 8. 6, 
13 hath given forth upon usury, and hath taken increase: shall 
he then live? he shall not live: he hath done all these abomi- 
nations; he shall surely die; °his blood shall be upon him. ° Lev. 20.9, 
14 FNow, lo, if he beget a son, that secth all his father’s sins els 
which he hath done, and considereth, and doeth not such like, are 
15 Pthat hath not eaten upon the mountains, neither hath lifted » ver. 6, &. 
up his eyes to the idols of tho house of Israel, hath not defiled 
16 his neighbour’s wife, neither hath oppressed any, *hath not 
withholden the pledge, neither hath spoiled by violence, but hath 
given his bread to the hungry, and hath covered the naked with 
17 a garment, that hath taken off his hand from the poor, that hath 
not received usury nor increase, hath executed my judgments, 
hath walked in my statutes; he shall not die for the iniquity of 
18 his father, he shall surely live. .As for his father, because he 
cruelly oppressed, spoiled his brother by violence, and did that 
which is not good among his people, lo, even the shall die in ¢ch. 3. 18. 
19 his iniquity. Yet say ye, Why? *doth not the son bear the Ex. 20. 5. 
iniquity of the father? When the son hath dono that which is een 
lawful and right, and hath kept all my statutes, and hath dono 7°25 
20 them, he shall surely live. ‘The soul that sinneth, it shall die. * ver. 4. 
The son shall not bear the iniquity of the father, neither shall ¢ Deut.24.16. 
the father bear the iniquity of the son: “the righteousness of ear oe 
the righteous shall be upon him, 7and the wickedness of the Toni. 3.10, 
21 wicked shall be upon him. But Vif the wicked will turn from % Rom.?.9. 
all his sins that he hath committed, and keep all my statutes, (7°53, 13. 
and do that which is lawful and right, he shall surely live, he ~~ 
922 shall not die. *All his transgressions that he hath committed, = ch. 33. 16. 
they shall not be mentioned unto him : in his righteousness that 
23 he hath done he shall live. “Havel any pleasure at all that ¢ ver. 32. 
the wicked should die? saith the Lord Gop: «nd not that he } Tim.2.4 
24 should return from his ways, and live? But *when the righteous % ch. 3, 20. 
turneth away from his righteousness, and committeth iniquity, & 33. 12. 
and doeth according to all the abominations that the wicked 
man doeth, shall he live? ‘All his righteousness that he hath ¢2Pet.2.20. 
done shall not be mentioned: in his trespass that he hath tres- 
passed, and in his sin that ho hath sinned, in them shall he die. 
25 | Yet ye say, ¢The way of the Lorp is not equal. Hear now, ¢ ver. 29. 
O house of Israel; Is not my way equal? are not your ways cb 317 
26 unequal? ‘When a righteous man turncth away from his « ver. 2+. 
righteousness, and committeth iniquity, and dieth in them ; for 
27 his iniquity that he hath done shall he die. Again, Swhen the / ver. 21. 
wicked man turneth away from his wickedness that he hath 
committed, and doeth that which is lawful and right, he shall 
28 save his soul alive. Because he ?considereth, and turneth away % ver. M4 
from all his transgressions that he hath committed, he shall 
29 surely live, he shall not die. {* Yet saith the house of Isracl, * ver. 25. 


1 Heb. bloods. 3 Heb. sath not pledged the pledge, or, tuken to pleige. 
Sng 


soul (Gen. ii. 7); i.e. it distinguishes per- Gospel of St. John (viii.), and by St. Paul in 
sonality from nationality, and this intro- Rom. viii. 

duces that fresh and higher idea of life and 19. Why? &c.] Rather, ‘Why doth not 
death, which is not so much life and death the son bear the iniquity of the father?” 
in a future state, as life and death as equi- — 25. canal) Lit. “weighed out, ba- 
valent to communion with or separation lanced.” Man’s ways are arbitrary, God's 
from God—that idea of life and death ways are sorerned by a self-imposed Law, 
which was explained by our Lord in the which makesall consistent and harmonious. 
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The way of the Lorn is not equal. O house of Israel, are not 


ich. 7. 3, 


30 my ways equal ? are not your ways unequal? ‘Therefore I will 


judge you, O house of Israel, every one according to his ways, 


k Matt, 3, 2. suit, 
Rev. 2. 5. 


¢ Eph, 4. 22, 


m Jer. 32.39, 
ch. 36. 26. 

® Lan, 3. 33. 
ch. 33. 1b 4 
2 Vet. 3. 0. * yourselves, and live ye. 
@ ch, 26. 17. 
& 27, 2, 


31 your transgressions: so iniquity shall not be your ruin. 
away from you all your transgressions, whereby ye have trans- 
gressed ; and make you a “new heart and a new spirit: for why 

32 will ye dic, O house of Israel? For *I have no pleasure in the 
death of him that dicth, saith the Lord Gop: wherefore turn 


the Lord Gop. Repent, and turn! yourselves from all 


‘Cast 


Cuar, 19. MOREOVER ¢take thou up a lamentation for the 
2 princes of Israel, and say, What is thy mother? A lioness: sho 


lay down among lions, she nourished her whelps among young 


> 2 Kin, 23, 
30--33. 


3lions. And she brought up ono of her whelps: *it became a 
young lion, and it learned to catch the prey; it devoured men. 


+The nations also heard of him; he was taken in their pit, and 


¢2 Chr. 36.4 
Jer, 22.11. 


@ 2 Kin. 23. 
34. 


5 they brought him with chains unto the land of ‘Egypt. Now 
when she saw that she had waited, aud her hope was lost, then 
she took “another of her whelps, and made him a young lion. 

G¢And he went up and down among the lions, “he becumo a 
young lion, and learned to catch the prey, and devoured men, 

7 And he knew “their desolate palaces, and he laid wasto their 


cities; and the land was desolate, and the fulness thereof, by 


8 the noise of his roaring. ‘hen the nations set against, him on 


every side froin the provinces, and spread their net over him: 


4 ver. 4. 
#2 Chr. 38.6. 
Jer, 24, I. 


* ch, 6. 2. 
‘ch. 17, 6, 

# Deut, 3. 
7,8, 9. 

# So ch,31.3. 
Dan. 4 11. 


? Or, others 
2 Or, others. 


9*he was taken in their pit. 
chains, and brought him to the king of Babylon: they brought 
him into holds, that his voice should no more be heard upon 
10 §the nountains of Israel. 
blood, planted by the waters: she was “fruitful and full of 
11 branches by recson of many waters. And she had strong rods 
for the sceptres cf them that bare rule, and her "stature was 


3 Or, their tides. 
4 Or, in hooks. 


*And they put him in ward ‘in 


q Thy mother 7s ‘like a vine Sin thy 


5 Or, in thy quietness, or, 
in thy likeness, 


XIX, Ezekiel regarded Zedekiah as an in- 
terloper(xvii.1 note), therefore he here passes 
over Jehoiakim and Zedekiah as mere crea- 
turesof Eyyptand of Babylon, and recognizes 
Jehoahaz and Jehoiachin as the only Tegiti- 
mate sovereigns since the time of Josiah. 
This dirge is for them, while it warns the 
usurper Zedekiah of an approaching fate 
similar to that of the two earlier kings. 

1, princes of Israel] Israel is the whole 
nation over which the king of Judah was 
the rightful sovereign, Cp. ii. 3, iii. 1, 7. 

2, thy mother] The people represented by 
Judah. Cp. Gen. xlix. 9; Num. xxiii. 24. 

3, 4. Cp. marg. ref. The short reign of 
Jehoahaz was marked Py violence and 
idolatry, and was closed by Pharaoh-Ne- 
cho’s carrying him captive into Egypt. 

4, 2. chains) See marg. rendering to v. 9 
and Isai. xxvii. 29 note. 

5. another] Jehoiachin who svon shewed 
himself no Jess unworthy than Jehoahaz. 
‘The ecaiting of the people was during the 
absence of their rightful lord Jehoahaz, a 


captive in Egypt while Jehoiakim, whom 
they deemed an usurper, was on the 
throne. It was not till Jehoiachin suc- 
ceeded, that they seemed to themselves to 
have a monarch of their own (2 K. 
xxiv. 6). 

‘T. their desolate palaces} Rather, his 
palaces, built upon the ground, whence he 

ad ejected the former owners. 

8. The nations are here the Chaldwzans : 
see mary. reff. 

10. Thy mother] Judah or Jerusalem, 
Jehviachin is still addressed. 

in thy blood] Blood is equivalent. to life 
(Gen. ix. 4). The clause is equivalent to 
“Thy mother is a vine, living in thy blood,” 
i.e. in the life of thee and of thy children. 
The excellency of a vine is in her fruitful 
branches; the glory of a mother in her 
noble children. Jeremiah was to write Je- 
hoiachin childless (see on Jer. xxii. 30); 
Ezekiel here takes a general view of the 
king and princes of the blood royal. 

1i. sceptres] Gen, xlix. 10, 
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exalted among the thick branches, and she appeared in her 

12 height with the multitude of her branches. But she was plucked 
up in fury, she was cast down to the ground, and tho ?cast wind 
dried up her fruit: her strong rods were broken and withered ; 

13 the fire consumed them. And now sho ?s planted in the wilder- 

14 ness, in a dry and thirsty ground. ”And fire is gone out of a 
rod of her branches, which hath devoured her fruit, so that sho 
hath no strong rod to bea sceptre torule. ¢'This 7s a lamentation, 
and shall be for a lamentation. 


Cuar. 20. AND it came to pass in the seventh year, in the fifth 
month, the tenth day of the month, that ¢certain of the elders of 

2 Israel came to enquire of the Lonp, and sat before me. Then 
3 came the word of the Lorp unto me, saying, Son of man, speak 
unto the elders of Israel, and say unto them, Thus suith the 
Lord Gop; Are ye come to enquire of mo? As I live, saith the 
4 Lord Gop, *I will not be enquired of by you. Wilt thou '¢judge 
them, son of man, wilt thou judge them? 4cause them to know 

3 the abominations of their fathers: and say unto them, Thus 
saith the Lord Gop; In the day when °I chose Isracl, and 
*lifted up mine hand unto the seed of the houso of Jacob, and 
made myself ‘known unto them in the land of Egypt, when I 
lifted up mine hand unto them, saying, 9L am the Lorp your 
G6 God ; in the day thaé I lifted yp mine hand unto them, “to bring 
them forth of the land of Egypt into a land that I had espied 
for them, flowing with milk and honey, ‘which is the glory of 

* all lands: then said I unto them, ‘Cust ye away every man 
‘the abominations of his eyes, and defile not yourselves with 
$™the idols of Egypt: I am the Lorp your God. But they 
rebelled against me, and would not hearken unto me: they 
did not every man cast away the abominations of their eyes, 
neither did they forsake the idols of Egypt: then I suid, I will 
*pour out my fury upon them, to accomplish my anger against 
9 them in the midst of the land of Egypt. °ButI wrought for my 
name’s sake, that it should not be polluted before the heathen, 
among whom they were, in whose sight I mado myself known 


1 Or, plead for them. 2 Or, srare: und so ver. 6, &c. Ex. 6. 8. 
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ech, 17, 10, 
Hos, 13, 15, 


> Judg. 9.15, 
2 Kin. 26.20, 
ch. 17, 18, 

4 Lam, 4. 20, 


“ch. 8 1 
& Lh 1, 


> ver. 31. 
ch. 14, 3 
ech, 22. 2. 
ch. 16, 2, 
° Ex. 6.7. 
Deut. 7. 6. 
S Bx. 3.8, 
Deut. 4. 334. 
? Ex. 20, 2. 


’ Deut. 4. 7. 
Jer, $2, 22. 

i Pps, 18 2, 
Dan, 8. 
Zech. 7. 14. 
© coh. 18, 31, 
#2 Chr.li. 
“ Lev. 17.7. 
Deut. 26. 
16, 17, 1s. 


" ch, 7. 8, 
© Sce Ex. 32. 


12, 
Num. #4. 
1, &e. 


the thick branches] Or, the clouds ; so xxxi. 
3, 10, 14. 

12. This is adirge; and therefore that 
which is foreseen by the prophet, the cap- 
ture and burning of Jerusalem, is described 
as already accomplished. 

14. fire isyone out] Cp. marg. ref. Zede- 
kiah is regarded, like Abimelech, as an 
usurper and the ruin of his people. . 

XX.-XXIII. The prophectes of this 
section were delivered nearly a year after 
those of the former (viii. 1). Ezekiel in 
reply to other inquiries from the chieftains 
of the people, sets forth their national his- 
tory, the national judgment, and the hope 
of divine mercy. ‘This leads up to the pre- 
diction of the kingdom of the Messiah. 

1, the elders_of ae These were as in 
xiv. 1, some of Ezekiel’s fellow-exiles, desig- 
nated in general terms by the name of 
Tsrael, though more properly belonging to 
the kingdom of Judah. 


8. enquire] As to the hope of deliverance 
from the Babylonians. 

4. wilt thou judye then?) We should 
rather say, Wilt thou not judge them ? é.c. 
wilt thou not pronounce sentence upon 
them? Cp. xxii. 2. 

§-9. The children of Israel in Egypt 
were warned to abstain from the idolatry 
of the heathen. ‘his purpose they lost 
sight of, yet God spared them and brought 
them into another state of probation. 

5. lifted up mine hand] i.e, sware, be- 
cause the hand was lifted up in adjuration. 

8. idols of Eyupt]) ‘These incidental no- 
tices shew the children of Israel in Egypt 
to have been addicted to idolatry. Cp. 
Josh, xxiv. 14. 

9. Iwrought for my name's sake] Lest it 
should appear to the Egyptians that Je- 
hovah was a God Who would, but could not, 
save, 
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unto them, in bringing them forth out of the land of Egypt. 
of 


PEx.13.18. 104 Wherefore I ?caused them to go forth out of the lan 
@Neh, 9.13. 11 Egypt, and brought them into the wilderness. ¢And I gaye 
erate them my statutes, and 'showed them my judgments, * which if 
Rom. 10 3. 12a man do, he shall even live in them. Moroover also I gave 
7 Ex. 20.2. them my ‘sabbaths, to be a sign between me and them, that 
Hout. 5. 12. 13 they might know that I am the Lorp that sanctify them. But 
éNum.4.22, the house of Israel ‘rebelled against me in the wilderness: they 
Pa, 78, 40, walked not in iny stututes, and they “despised my judgments, 
“Prov.1.25- which if a man do, ho shall even live in them; and my sabbaths 
* Ex, 16, 27. they greatly *polluted: then I said, I would pour out my fury 
yNum.14. 14 upon them in the “wilderness, to consume them. *ButI wrought 
Pai mee for my name's sake, that it should not be polluted before the 
2 Ps. j06,28. 15 heathen, in whose sight I brought them out. [Yet also ¢I 
lifted up my hand unto them in the wilderness, that I would not 
bring them into the land which I had given them, flowing with 
° ver. 6. 16 milk and honey, "which is the glory of all lands; ¢because they 
‘ver.13,24 despised my judgments, and walked not in my statutes, but 
4 Num. 15. polluted my sabbaths: for ¢their heart went after their idols. 
39. ». 11 ¢Nevertheless mine eye spared them from destroying them, 
Aaos>.e” 18 neither did I make an end of them in the wilderness. But I 
¢ Ps, 78, 33. said unto their children in the wilderness, Walk ye not in the 
statutes of your fathers, neither observe their judgments, nor 
19 defile yourselves with their idols: I am the Lorp your God; 
J Dent. 5. 52. /walk in my statutes, and keep my judgments, and do them; 
9 Jer.17. 22. 20 %and hallow my sabbaths; and they shall be a sign between me 
and you, that ye may know that I am the LorpD your God. 
hNam.25, 21 Notwithstanding *the children rebolled against me: they walked 
are not in my statutes, neither kept my judgments to do them, 
iver. 11,13 *Which 7f a man do, he shall even live in them; they polluted 
E ver, 8. 13 my sabbaths: then I said, *I would pour out my fury upon 
them, to accomplish my anger against them in the wilderness. 
1 Pps, 78,23, 22' Nevertheless I withdrew mine hand, and “wrought for my 
™ ver. U. 1h. name’s sake, that it should not be polluted in the sight of the 
23 heathen, in whose sight I brought them forth. I lifted up 
* Lev. 26,33. mine hand unto them also in the wilderness, that *I would 
jeeps scatter them among the heathen, and disperse them through 
over. 13,16. 24 the countries; *because they had not executed my judgments, 
but had despised my statutes, and had polluted my sabbaths, 
: our he 25 and their eyes were after their father’s idols. Wherefore ¢I 


n. 


gave them also statutes that were not good, and judgments 


1 Heb. made them to know. 


Therefore to profane the Sabbath was to 


10-26. The probation in the wilderness. 
The promise was forfeited by those to whom 
it was first conditionally made, but was re- 
newed to their children. 

il. The statutes were given on Mount 
Sinai, and repeated by Moses before his 
death (Ex. xx. 1 seq. ; Deut. iv. &. 

in them] Or, through them : and in v. 13. 

12. See Ex. xxxi. 13. The Sabbath was a 
sign of a peculiar people, commemorative of 
the work of creation, and hallowed to the 
honour of Jehovah, the Covenant-God. 
As man honoured God by keeping the Sab- 
bath holy, so by the Sabbath, God sanctified 
Israel and marked them as a holy people. 


abjure their Divine Governor, 

18. my sabbaths they greatly polluted] Not 
by actual non-observance of the sabbatical 
rest in the wilderness, but in failing to make 
the day holy in deed as well asin name by 
earnest worship and true heart service. 

18. The book of Deuteronomy contains 
the address to the children of those who 
pened in the wilderness, The whole 

istory of Israel was a repetition of this 
course. The Covenant was made with one 
generation, broken by them, and then re- 
newed to the next. 

25. The judgments whereby they should not 
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26 whereby they should not live; an 
own gifts, in that they caused to pass ‘through the fire all that 
openeth the womb, that I might make them desolate, to the end 

27 that they ‘might know that Iam the Lorp. 4Therefore, son 
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d I polluted them in their 


°2 Kin, 17, 
17, &21. 8. 

Jer, $2, 45, 
* ch, 6. 7. 


of man, speak unto the house of Israel, and say unto thein, 


Thus saith the Lord Gop; Yet in this your fathers have ‘blas- 


‘Rom. 2. 24. 


phemed me, in that they have 'committed a trespass against me. 
26 For whon I had brought them into the land, for the which I 


lifted up mine hand to give it to 


them, then “they saw every 
high hill, and all the thick trees, and they offered there their 


* Isai 47, 6, 
ch, 6, 13. 


sacrifices, and there they presented the provocation of their 


offering: there also they made their *swect savour, and poured 


x ch. 16. 19. 


29 out there their drink offerings. Then *I said unto them, What 
is tho high place whereunto ye go? And the name thereof is 


30 called Bamah unto this day. 


¢ Wherefore say unto the house 


of Israel, Thus saith the Lord Gop; Are ye polluted after the 
manner of your fathers? and commit ye whoredom after their 


31 abominations? For when ye offer Yyour gifts, when yo mako 


¥ ver, 20, 


your sons to pass through the fire, ye pollute yourselves with all 


your idols, even unto this day: and 


*shall I be enquired of by 


* yer. 3, 


you, O house of Israel? As 1 live, saith the Lord Gop, I will 


$2 not be enquired of by you. And that ¢which cometh into your 


9ch.11. 5 


mind shall not be at all, that ye say, We will be as the heathen, 


33 as the families of the countries, to serve wood and stone. 
I live, saith the Lord Gop, surely with a mighty hand, and bwith 


q As 


» Jer. 21. 5. 


a stretched out arm, and with fury poured out, will I rulo 
$4 over you: and I will bring you out from the people, and will 


gather you out 


of the countries wherein ye are scattered, with 


a mighty hand, and with a strotched out crm, and with fury 


1 Heb. trerpassed a trespass. 


dive are those spoken of in v. 18, and are 
contrasted with the judgments in rr. 13, 21, 
laws other than Divine, to which God gives 
up those whom He afflicts with judicial 
blindness, because they have wilfully closed 
their eyes, (Ps. Ixxxi. 12 ; Rom. i. 24). 

26. to pass through] ‘The word also means 
to set apart, as the firstborn to the Lord 
(Ex. xiii. 12), They were bidden to set 
apart their firstborn males to the Lord. 
They caused them to pass through the fire to 
Moloch. An instance of their perversion of 
God's Laws. 

27-31. The 
Canaan from 
Ezekiel. 

27. Yet in this] It was an aggravation of 
their guilt that they defiled with idolatry 
the land given them for their glory. 

for high- 


digits in the land of 
their entry to the day of 


29. Bamah} The Hebrew wo 

place. Another instance of the perversion 
of God’s Laws. When the Israelites first 
entered Canaan they were to set up the 
tabernacle on a hiyh-place, and upon this 
and upon no other they were to_worshi 

Jehovah (1 Sam. ix. 12, seq. ; 1 K. iii. 4). 
But the Israelites followed the custom of 
the. country, and set up idol-worship on 
every high hill, and the word high-place 
(Bamak, plural Bamoth) became a by- 


3 Or, I told them whut the high place was, or, Bamah. 


word (cp. Bamoth-Baal, Josh. xiii. 17). 
Bamoth occurs on the Moabitic stone, 
which records the erectior of high places in 
honour of Chemosh. The name Bumah 
was thus a brand of the Divine displeasure, 
and a memorial of the people's guilt. 

80, 31. The present state of the people. 
Those who came to inquire were the repre- 
sentatives of the whole people, though be- 
longing to the exiles. 

32 God’s future dealings with His 
people: (1) in judgment (ve. 32-38) ; (2) in 
mercy (vv. 39-44). 

$2. The inquirers had thought that if 
Jerusalem were taken, and the whole 
people became sojourners in a foreign land, 
they would cease to be ao separate nation. 
Some in their love for idolatry may have 
even desired this. But more probably they 
thought that this very consequence pre- 
cluded the possibility of such a catastrophe. 
God answers that He will not allow them 
to become as the heathen, but this will 
only subject them to severer trial and 
stricter rule. 

88. The expressions @ mighty hand, 
stretched out arm carry back the thoughts 
to Egyptian bondage (Deut. iv. 34, v. 15); 
but then it was for deliverance, now for 
judgment with fury poured out. 
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35 poured out. And I will bring you into the wilderness of the 
*Jer.2.9. 36 people, and there ‘will I plead with you face to face. 4 Like as 
peace I pleaded with your fathers in the’ wilderness of the land of 
14.21, &c. 37 Egypt, so will I plead with you, saith the Lord Gop. And I 
¢ Lev. 27, 32. will cause you to ¢pass under the rod, and I will bring you into 
jer. 33-13. 38 !the bond of the covenant: and /1 will purge out from among 
Matt. 25 you the rebels, and them that transgress against mo: I will 
$2, 33. bring them forth out of the country whero they sojourn, and 
9 Jer. 44, 14, Sthey shall not enter into the land of Israel : tand ye shall 
*ch.6.7 39 know that I am the Lorp. As for you, O house of Israel, 
i Judg.10,14, thus saith the Lord Gop ; ‘Go ye, serve ye every one his idols, 
Ps. 8t. 12. and hereafter «also, if ye will not hearken unto me: ‘but pollute 
ote ye my holy naine no more with your gifts, and with your idols. 
ch. 23,38. 40 lor fin mine holy mountain, in the mountain of the height of 
ton ees Israel, saith the Lord Gop, there shall all the house of Israel, 
™ Tsai, 36.7 all of them in the land, serve me: there "will I accept them, 
Zech. 8, 20 and there will I require your offerings, and the *firstfruits of 
Mol. 3+, 41 your oblations, with all your holy things. I will accept you 
® Eph. 5. 2. with your **sweet sayour, when I bring you out from ‘the 
Phil. 4. 13, people, and gather you out of the countries wherein ye have 
been scattered ; and I will be sanctified in you before the heathon. 
och. 36,28, 42°And yo shall know that Iam the LorD, ?when I shall bring 
eh. 11. 17. you into the land of Israel, into the country for the which I 
Yeh. 16.61. 43 lifted up mine hand to give it to your fathers. “And ‘there shall 


re remember your ways, and all your doings, wherein ye have 


© Lev. 20.39. 


cen defiled; and “ye shall lothe 


yourselves in your own sight 
*And ye shall know 


ways, nor accordin 


Hus. 5.15. 44 for all your evils that ye have committed. 
ara that Iam the Lorp, when I have wrought with you ‘for my 
t ch. 30, 22. name’s sako, not according to your evinker 
to your corrupt doings, © ye house of Israel, saith the Lor 
Gop. 
my 8.2, 45, 46 Moreover tho word of the Loxb came unto me, saying, “Son 


1 Or, @ delivering. 


2 Or, chief. 


* Heb. savour of rest. 


SU tl hn erwenenedesethete 


85, the wilderness of the people] A time of 
probation will follow, as before in the wil- 
erness of Sin, so in the wilderness of the 

nations among whom they will sojourn (not 

the Babylonians) after that Captivity. 

This period of their probation is not over. 

The dispersion of the Jews did not cease 

with thereturn under Zerubbabel ; but in our 

Saviour’s time they were living as a distinct 

people in all the principal places in the 

civilized world; and so they live now. 

God is yet pleading with them face to face, 

calling them personally to embrace those 

offers which as a nation they disregarded. 

87. to pass under the rod] i.e. to be 
gathered into the flock (Micah vii. 14). 

the bond] The shepherd collects the flock, 
and separates the sheep from the goats, 
which are rejected. Cp.Rom. xi. 7-11. 

89. Strong irony. Some prefer anuther 
rendering: ‘‘Go ye, serve ye every one 
his idols, yet hereafter ye shall surely 
hearken unto me, and shall no more pollute 
My Holy Name &c.” In this way this verse 
is introductory to what follows, 


40. This points to the consummation in- 
dicated by the vision of the Temple. 

in the mountain of the height] Or, Upon a 
very high mountain (xl. 2), Cp. Isai. ii, 2, 3. 

the house of Israel, all of them] All the 
separation between Israel and Judah shall 
cease. ‘This points to times yet future, 
when in Messiah’s kingdom Jews and Gen- 
tiles alike shall be gathered into one king- 
dom—the kingdom of Christ. Jerusalem 
is the Church of Christ (Gal. iv. 26), into 
which the children of Israel shall at last be 
gathered, and so the prophecy shall be ful- 
filled (Rev. xxi. 2), 

45-49, ‘This paragraph is in the Hebrew 
text, LXX. and Vulg. the beginning of 
ch. xxi. to which it belongs, as it contains a 
prophecy delivered in a form which is 
there explained. It may, however, be 
regarded as a link between the foregoin 
and following prophecies, being a genera. 
introduction to seren words of judgment 
about to be pronounced in development of 
that which has just been delivered. 
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toward the south, and drop thy word toward 


the south, and prophesy against the forest of the south field ; 
47 and say to the forest of the south, Hear the word of the LorD; 


Thus saith the Lord Gop ; Behold, “I will kindle a fire in thee, 
and it shall devour Yevery green tree in thee, and every dry tree : 
the flaming flame shall not be quenched, and all faces ‘from the 
48 south to the north shall be burned therein. 
see that I the Lorp havyé kindled it: 
49 Then said I, Ah Lord Gop! they say of me, 


parables ? 


Cuap. 21. AND the word of the Lorp came unto me, saying, “Son 

2 of man, set thy face toward Jerusalem, and drop thy word 
rophesy against the land of Israel, 
Thus saith the Lorp; Behold, I 


toward the holy places, and 
3 and say to the land of Isracl, 


® Jer. 21. 14. 
y Luke 23.31. 
* ch. 21.4. 
And all flesh shall 

it shall not be quenched. 

Doth he not speak 


@ ch. 20. 46. 
® Deut. 32. 2. 
Amos 7. 16. 
Bic. 2. 6,11. 


am against thee, and will draw forth my sword out of his sheath, 


and will cut off from thee ‘the rig 
will cut off from 
sword go forth out of his sheath 
5 against all flesh “from the south to the north: that all flesh 
drawn forth my sword out of 


4 Seeing then that I 
wicked, therefore shall my 


may know that I the Lorp have 


6 his sheath: it ‘shall not return any more. 
thou son of man, with the bueren 
crefore sighest thou ? that thou shalt answer, For 


7 bitterness sigh before their eyes. 
unto thee, 


tho tidings ; because it cometh : and every 
and every 
behold, it cometh, and shall be 
Gop. Again tho word of the 


Yall hands shall be feeble, 
knees !shall be weak as water: 
8 brought to pass, saith the Lord 


Lorp came unto me, saying, Son of man, 

BA sword, 2 sword is sharpened, and 
ened to make a sore slaughter; it is 
itter: should we then make mirth? 


9 Thus saith the Lorp ; Say, 
10 also furbished: it is sha 
furbished that it may g 


hteous and the wicked. ¢ Job 9. 22. 


thee the righteous and the 
@ ch. 20. 47. 
/Sigh therefore, 


of thy loins; and with 
it shall be, when they say 


¢ So Isai. 45. 
23. & 65. 11. 
J Isai. 22. 4. 


heart shall melt, and 


spirit shall faint, and all # ch. 7. 17. 


prophesy, and say, 
4 Deut.32. 41. 
ver, 15, 23, 


1 Heb. shall go (melt) info water. 


46. In this verse occur three Hebrew 
synonyms for South, denoting (1) the region 
on the right, Zeman (1 Sam. xxxiii. 24); 
(2) the region of dryness, Negeb (Josh. xv. 
4); (8) the region of brightness, Darom (Deut. 
xxxiii. 23). ‘he variety of terms helps the 
force of the application. Chebar is in the 
North of Babylonia ; from the North the 
aa came upon Judea (see i. 4 
note). 

47. forest of the south] The land of Israel. 
See xxi. 1, 2. : 

49. parables] Cp. xvii. 2. The meaning 
of the prophet was clear enough, if those 
whom he addressed had chosen to under- 


stand. 

XXI. 1-7. The first word of judgment. 
Ezekiel speaks first to the people of srael, 
shews the universality of the coming 
destructions, and indicates bya sign (that 
of sighing) the sadness of the calamity. 

1, 2. The words and order of words are 
fdentical with xx. 45, 46, except that for 
Soxth, there are substituted (1) Jerusalem ; 
(2) the Holy Place, i.e. the Temple and its 


various parts; (3) the land of Israel. No 
subterfuge is left for the people to pretend 
misunderstanding. 

4. The righteous and the wicked take the 
place of every green tree and every dru tree 
(xx. 47); all faces that of ali flesh : to shew 
the universality of the destructions. Na- 
tional judgment involves the innocent in 
the temporal ruin of the guilty. The equity 
of God is vindicated by the ruin being only 
temporal. 

from the south to the north] From one end 
of the Holy Land to the other ; the seer is 
in the North, and looks at once on the 
whole extent of the ruin. 

6. The prophet was directed to let the 
people see him sighing and prostrate, as a 
sign of the sorrow and weakness abcut to 
come upon the people. 

the breaking of thy loins] The prostration 
of strength; the loins being the seat of 
strength. 

8-17. The second word of judgment : the 
glittering and destroying sword. The pas- 
sage may be called the ‘Lay of the Sword ;” 


Cry and howl, son of man: for it shall be upon my 


peonle : ‘smite therefore 
, and what if the sword 
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11 it contemneth the rod of my son, as every tree. And he hath 
given it to be furbished, that it may be handled: this sword is 
i ver. 19. sharpened, and it is furbished, to give it into the hand of ithe 
12 slayer. 
peaple: it shall be upon all the princes of Isracl: *terrors by 
& Jer. 31. 19, reason of the sword shall be upon my 
‘Joh 9.23. 13 upon thy thigh. “Because it is ‘a tria 
repre contemn even tho rod? ™it shall be no morc, saith the Lord 
"Num. 24 14£Gop. ‘hou therefore, son of man, prophesy, and "smito thine 
at ‘hands together, and let tho sword be doubled the third time, 
eres the sword of the slain : it 7s the sword of the great men that are 
1 Kin. 26, 15 slain, which entercth into their *privy chambers. Ihave sct the 


P ver. 10, 28, 
9 ch. 14. 17. 


‘point of the sword against all their gates, that their heart may 
faint, and their ruins be multiplied: ah! it is made bright, it is 
16 ‘wrapped up for the slaughter. “Go thee one way or other, 
etther on the right hand, 7or on tho left, whithersoever thy face 
17 ts set. I will also *smite mine hands together, and °I will cause 
18 my fury to rest: I the Lorn havo said it. The word of tho 
19 LorD came unto me again, saying, Also, thou son of man, 


appoint thee two ways, that the sword of the king of Babylon 
may come: both twain shall come forth out of one land: and 
choose thou a place, chooss it at the head of the way to the 


! Or, it is the rod of zy son, 
it despiseth ecery tree. 

3 Or, they are thrust dowa 
fo the acord with my 
people, 


Heb 


20 city. Appoint a way, that the sword may come to ‘Rabbath of 
3 Or, When the trial hath 


5 Or, glittering, or, fear. 


heen, that then? shall © Or, sharpen 
they not also belong to the 7 Heh. set thysclf, take tho 
ising rod? left hand. 


. hand to hand. 


lc CC rll 


it is written in the form of Hebrew poetry, 
with its characteristic parallelism. 

10. it contemneth the rod of my son, aserery 
tree] The rod is the sceptre of dominion, 
assigned to Judah (Gen. xlix. 10). The 
destroying sword of Babylon despises the 
sceptre of Judah; it despises every tree. 
Others render the verse, Shall we make mirth 
(saying), the rod of my son (the rod which 
corrects my people) contemneth (treats with 
scorn, utterly confounds) erery tree (every 
other nation) ; or, the sceptre of my people 
contemneth (proudly despises) every other 
nation. Proud as the people are, they shall 
be Eroughé to sorrow. 

12. terrors] Better as in marg. 

smite upon thy thigh] A token of mourn- 
ing (cp. marg. ref. note). 

13. Or, 

For it is put to the 
temneth even the rod, 
What shall not bo? saith the Lord God. 


i.e. What horrors wi!l not arise when the 
sword shall cut down without regard the 
ruling sceptre of Judah ! d 
14. doubled the third time] i.¢., thrice 
doubled to express its violence and force. 
the sword of the slain] The sword where- 
by men are to be slain. 
of the great men &c.] Or, 
The sword of the mighty slain, which 
presseth hard upon them. 


15. the point of the sword] The threaten- 


proof, and if it con- 
iC 


ing sword or terror; as in Gen. iii, 24, the 
JSlaming sword. 
and their ruins be multiplied] Lit. ‘to 
the multiplication of stumblinghlocks,” 
that is, so that the causes of their fall may 
be more numerous. Cp. Jer. xlvi. 16. 
made bright &c.} Or, 


Ah! it is prepared for a lightning-flash, 
Drawn for slaughter. 
16. The prophet addresses the sword, 


Gather thyself up, O sword, to the right or 
to the left. 

Another rendering is; ‘* Turn thee back- 
wards! get thee to the right! Set thee 
forwards (?)! get thee to the left! O whither 
is thy face appointed ? 

17. The Lord smites togethe> His hands 
ns anger (marg. ref.), man in consterna- 


on. 

18-82, The third word of judgment. 
The king of Babylon’s march upon Juden 
and upon the Ammonites. Destruction is 
to go forth not on Judah only, but also on 
such neighbouring tribes as the Ammon- 
ites (cp. Jer. xxvii. 2, 3). 

19. appoint thee] Set before thee. 

choose thou a place, choose it] Rather, 
“mark a spot, mark it,” as upon a map, 
at the h of the two roads, one leading 
to Jerusalem, the other to Ammon. 
These were the two roads by one or other of 
which an invading army must march from 
Babylon to Egypt. 
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21 the Ammonites, and to Judah in Jerusalem the defenced. For 
the king of Babylon stood at the 'parting of the way, at the 
head of the two ways, to use divination: he made his *arrows 


22 bright, he consulted with 2images, he looked in the liver. 


At 


his right hand was the divination for Jerusalem, to appoint 


‘5captains, to open the mouth in the slaughter, to “lift up the 


voice with shouting, *to appoint 
23 gates, to cast a mount, and to 


24 they may be taken. 


Jer. 51. 14. 


batiering rams against the = ch. 4.2. 


uid a fort. And it shall be unto 
them as a false divination in their sight, to them that “have 
sworn oaths: but he will call to remembrance the iniquity, that 
q Therefore thus saith the Lord Gop; 


¥ ch. 17. 13, 
15, 16, 18, 


Because ye have made your iniquity to be remembered, in that 
your transgressions are discovered, so that in all your doings 
your sins do appear; because, J sey, that ve are come to re- 


25 membrance, ye shall be taken with the hand. And thou, ‘pro- 
fane wicked prince of Isracl, “whose day is come, when iniquity 
26 shall have an ond, thus saith the Lord Gop; Remove the diadem, 
and take off the crown: this shali not be the same: %exalt him 
27 that 7s low, and abase him that is high. 
overturn, overturn, it : ‘and it shall be no more, until he coine 


1 Heb. mother of the way. 
2 Or, knives. 


3 Heb. teruphim. 5 Hel. rams. 


$ Or, battering rams, ch. 


#2 Chr. 3d, 
13. 


Jer, §2. 2. 

«eh, 35. 5. 
beh. 17, 24. 
Luke 1. 52, 


¢ Tuke 1, 32, 
John 1. 49. 


7I will overturn, 


unto them. 
7 Heb. Percerted, nerverted, 
perverted, will I make it. 


© Or, for the oaths mode 


21. The Chaldean king is depicted 
standing at the entrance of the Holy Land 
from the North, meditating his campaign, 
using rites of divination that really he- 
longed to the Accadians, a primitive race 
which originally oceupied the plains of 
Mesopotamia. The Accadians and the 
Ftruseans belong through the Finnish 
family to the Turanian stock; this passage 
therefore shews a characteristic mode of di- 
vination in use among two widely separated 
nations; and as the Romans acquired their 
divination from the conquered Etruscans, 
so the Chaldeans acquired the same art 
from the races whose soil they had occupied 
as conquerors, 

he made his arrows bright] Rather, he 
shook his arrows; a mode of divination 
much in practice with the Arabians. It 
was usual to place in somo vessel three 
arrows, on one of which was written, ‘‘ My 
God orders me;” on the other, ‘My God 
forbids me;” on the third was no inscrip- 
tion. These three arrows were shaken 
together until one came out; if it was the 
first, the thing was to be done; if the 
second, it was to be avoided ; if the third, 
the arrows were again shaken together, 
until one of the arrows bearing a decided 
answer should come forth. 

amages) Teraphim (Gen. xxxi. 19 note). 

he looked in the liver) Tt was the prac- 
tice both of the Greeks and the Romans 
(derived fzom the Etruscans) to take omens 
from the inspection of the entrails (espe- 
cially the liver) of animals offered in sacrifice. 

he divination for Jertsalem] The lot 
fixing the campaign against Jerusalem. 


23. it shall be unto them] The Jews in 
their vain confidence shall look upon the 
hopes gathered from the divinations by the 
Babylonians as false and groundless. 

to them that hare sworn i According 
to some, “ oaths of oaths are theirs ;” i.e. 
they have the most solemn oaths sworn by 
God to His people, in these they trust, for- 
yetful of the sin which broke the condition 
upon which these promises were given. 
More probably the allusion is to the oaths 
which the Jews had sworn to Nebuchad- 
nezzar as vassals (xvii. 18, 19); therefore 
they trust he will not attack them, forget- 
ting how imperfectly they had kept their 
oaths, and that Nebuchadnezzar knew this. 

but he will call to remembrance the iniquity] 
The king of Babylon will by punishment re- 
mind them of their perjury (2 K. xxv. 6, 
73 2 Chr. xxxvi. 17). 

25. profane] Rather, ‘* wounded,”—not 
dead but—having a death-wound. The 
prophet, turning from the general crowd, 
addresses Zecekiah. 

when iniquity shall have an end] te. 2% 
the time when iniquity shall be closed with 
punishment. So in +. 29. 

26. The diadem (the mitre, the pecoliae 
head-dress of the high priest) shall be re- 
moved, and the crown taken off (this shall 
not be as it is), the low exalted, and the 
high abased. Glory shall be removed alike 
from priest and king; the present glory 
and power attached to the government of 
God’s people shall be quite removed. 

27. it shall be no more] Or, ‘This also shall 
not be;” the present state of things shall 
not continue: all shall be confusion tated 
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28 whose right it is; and I will give it Aim. QAnd thon, son of 


4 Jer, 49. 1. 
eh. 25, 2,3,6, 
Zep. 2. 3. 
ever. 9, 10. 


Sch. 12. 24 


man, prophesy and say, Thus saith the Lord Gop “concerning 
the Ainmonites, and concerning their reproach ; even say thou, 
¢The sword, the sword 7s drawn: for the slaughter 7 73 fur- 
29 bished, to consume because of tho glittering: whiles they /sce 


vanity unto thee, whiles they divine a lie unto thee, to bring 


g Joh 18. 29, 
Ps. 37. 15, 

& Jer. 47.0,7. 
Gen. 15, LE 
ch, 16, 33, 
ech, 16.3. 
‘ch. 7. 8. 

™ ch. 22, 20, 


thee upon the necks of them thaé are slain, of the wicked, “whose 
30 day is come, when their iniquity shall hare an ond. 
cause i to return into his sheath ? 'I will judge theo in the 
place where thou wast created, *in the land of thy nativity. 
31 And I will 'pour out mince indignation upon thee, I will “blow 
against thee in the fire of my wrath, and deliver theo into the 


Shall ¥ 


32 hand of *brutish men, and skilful to destroy. Thou shalt bo 
for fuel to the fire; thy blood shall be in the midst of the 


* ch. 25. 10. 4 
spoken. 7. 


land ; “thou shalt be no more remembered: for I the Lorp have 


Cuap. 22, MOREOVER the word of the Lorp came unto me, saying, 


ach. 20, 4. 
& 23. 36. 

® ch. 26.6, 9. 
Nah. 3. 1. 


2 Now, thou son of man, “wilt thou *judge, wilt thou judge *the 
tbloody city ? yea, thou shalt ‘shew her all her abominations. 
3 Then say thou, Thus saith the Lord Gop, The city sheddeth blood 


in the inidst of it, that her time may come, and maketh idols 


+ against herself to defile horself. 
blood that thou hast ‘shed; and hast defiled thyself im thine 
idols which thou hast made; and thou hast caused thy days to 
draw near, and art come even unto thy years: “therefore have 
I made thee a reproach unto the heathen, and a mocking to all 

Lhose that be near, and those that be far from thee, 


¢2 Kin. 21. 
its, 


« Deut. 23. 
a7. 


1 Kin. 9. 7, 


Dan. 9. 16. 5 countries. 


Thou art become guilty in thy 


6 shall inock thee, which art Sinfamous and much vexed. YJ Be- 


¢Isni, 1, 23. 
Mic, 3.1, 2. 
Zeph. 3.3. 1 Or, Cause it to return. 
2 Or, burning. 

3 Or, plead for. 


* Heb. city of blonds? 
5 re muke her know, ch. 
G2. 


hold, *the princes of Isracl, every one were in thee to their 


© Heb, polluted of name, 
auch tz cexution. 


He come to Whom the dominion belongs of 
right. Not Zedekiah but Jeconiah and his 
descendants were the rightful heirs of 
David’s throne. Through the restoration 
of the true line was there hope for Ju 
(cp. Gen. xlix. 10), the promised King in 
Whom all power shall rest—the Son of 
David—Messiah the Prince. Thus the 
prophecy of destruction ends for Judah in 
Hae promise of restoration (as in =x. 40 
sc.). 

28. The burden of the Song of the Sword, 
also in the form of poetry, is again taken 
up, directed now against the Aimmonites, 
who, exulting in Judah’s destruction, 
fondly deemed that they were themselves 
teescape. For Judah there is yet hope, for 
Ammon irremediable ruin. 

their reproach] The scorn with which they 
reproach Judah (mary. reff.). 

the sword...the glittering] Or, the sword ts 
drawn for the slaughter ; it is furbished thet 
wt may derour, in order that it may glitter. 
Iu the LAX, (and Vulg.) the sword is 
addressed ; eg. LXX., * Arise that thou 
miayest shine.” 

29. while:...unto thee] A parenthesis. The 


Ammonites had their false diviners who 
deluded with vain hopes. 

to bring thee upov the necks of them that 
are fet To cast thee (Ammon) upon the 
heap of slaughtered men. 

shall have az end] Shall have its final 
doom. 

30. Shall I cause it to return...) Or, Back 
toits sheath! ‘The work of the sword is ove: 

XXII. 1-16. The fourth word of judg: 
ment. The sins which have brought ret_. 
upon Jerusalem are the sins which disgracea 
the heathen inhabitants of Canaan, whom 
the Israelites were to cast out (cp. Lev. 
xviii.). The commission of like sins would 
insure like judsment. 

4. thy days, ic. of judement: thy years, 
i.e. of visitation (ep. xx. 25, 39). 

a reproach...a mocking] Judah shall be 
like the Ammonites (xxi. 28). 

5. i.c. Countries near and afar off shall 
mock thee, saying, ‘Ah! detiledin name ; 
Ah! full of turbulence!” 

€. Render, Behold the princes of Israel, 
each accerding to his might (lit. “arm ”) 
have been in thee in order to shed blood. 
They looked to might not right. 
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7 ‘power to shed blood. In thee have they ‘set light by father 
and mother: in the midst of thee have they %dealt by “oppres- 
sion with the stranger: in thee have they vexed the fatherless 

Sand the widow. ‘Thou hast “despised mine holy things, and 

9 hast ‘profaned my sabbaths. In thee are men that carry 
tales to shed blood: ‘and in thee they eat upon the mountains: 

10 in the midst of thee they commit lewdness. In thee have they 
discovered their fathers’ nakedness : in thee have they humbled 
11 her that was "set apart for pollution. And ‘one hath com- 
mitted abomination °with his ncighbour’s wife; and ‘another 
vhath Slewdly defiled his daughter in law; and another in thee 
12 hath humbled his ¢sister, his father’s daughter. In thee "have 
they taken gifts to shed blood; ‘thou hast taken usury and 
increase, and thou hast greedily gained of thy neighbours by 
13 extortion, and thast forgotten me, saith the Lord Gop. 4 Be- 
hold, therefore I have “sinitten mine hand at thy dishonest 
gain which thou hast made, and at thy blood which hath been in 
14 the midst of thee. “Can thine heart endure, or can thine hands 
be strong, in tho days that I shall deal with thee ? ¥I the Lory 
15 have spoken 7#t, and willdo zt. And #I will seatter thee among the 
heathen, and disperse thee in the countries, and ¢ will consume 
16 thy filthiness out of thee. And thou ‘shalt take thine inheri- 
tanco in thyself in the sight of the heathen, and “thou shalt 
17 know that Ll am the Lorp. And the word of the Lorp came 
unto me, saying, Son of man, ‘the house of Isracl is to me 
18 becoine dross: all they ave brass, and tin, and iron, and lead, in 
the midst of the furnace; they are even the *dross of silver. 
19 Therefore thus saith the Lord Gop ; Because ye are all become 
dross, behold, therefore I will gather you into the midst of 
20 Jerusalem. °As they gather silver, and brass, and iron, and 
lead, «and tin, into the midst of the furnace, to blow the fire 
upon it, to melt i; so will I gather you in mine anger and in 
21 my fury, and I will leave you there, and melt you. Yea, I will 
gather you, and “blow upon you in the fire of my wrath, and 
22 ve shall be melted in the inidst thereof. As silver is incited in 
tho inidst of the furnace, so shall ve be imelted in the midst 
thereof; and ye shall know that I the Lorp have ‘poured out 
93 my fury upon you. JAnd the word of the Lonrp came unto 
24 me, saying, Son of man, say unto her, Thou ert the land that is 
not cleansed, nor raincd upon in the day of indignation. 
25 /'here is a conspiracy of her prophets in the midst thercot, like 
a roaring lion raycning tho prey; they "have devoured souls ; 
Athcy have taken the trcasure and precious things; they have 
26 made her many widows in the inidst thereof. 'Ifer priests have 
8 Tel, drasxex, 


9 Heb. According fo fhe 
gathering. 


Mlich. erm. 
2 Or, decort, 
3 Hels. men of slanders. 


4 Or, erery ove. 
5 On, every one, 
6 Ow, by lewd uexs. 


7 Or, shalt be profuned. 


10. act enert for pollution] Or, “unclean by 
reason of impurity ” (Lev. xii. 2). 
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f Deut.£7.16. 


¥ Ex, 22,21, 


h ver. 26, 

? Lev. 19, 30. 
* Ex, 24.1. 
Lev. 1). 16. 
'ch.18,6, 1). 
™ Lev. 18. 7. 
Ley, 20, 18. 


° Lev. IS, 20. 
Jer. 5. 8, 

» Lev. 20.12, 
4 Lev. 18. 0. 
Fr EX. 24.8 
Deut. 16.19. 
«x, ue. 2h, 
ch, 18, 13, 

€ Dent.2.18. 
Jer a. 21, 
teeh. 2). iP. 
* See ch. 

21. 7. 

yeh. 17. 24. 
= Deut. -£. 27. 
ch. 12. 14. 

« ch. 23. 27. 


Ps, 9. 10. 


¢ Isai. 1. 22, 
Jer. 6. 24. 
See Ps. 119. 
119, 


¢ ch, 22, 20. 


¢ ch. 20. 8,33, 


f Hos. 6. 9. 
#9 Matt.23. 14, 
hk Mic. 3.18. 
Zeph. 3. 3. 
‘Mal. 2.3. 


18. dross] A frequent metaphor which 
denotes not only the corruption of the 


1G. thon shalt take &c.] Better as in marg. eile who have becume like hase metal, 


Thou shalt by thine own fault forfeit the 
privileges of a holy nation, 

17-22, The fifth word of judgment, The good may appear. 
furnace. In the besieged city the people 
shall be tried and purged. 


but also a future purification whereby, the 
dross being burnt away, the remnant of 


23-31. The sixth word of judgment. The 
special sins of princes, priests, and people. 
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& Lev. 22, 2, 
1 Sam. 2. 29. 
4 Jer. 15. 19. 
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violated my law, and have *profaned mine holy things: they 
have put no ‘difference between the holy and profane, neither 
have they shewed difference between the unclean and the clean, 


and have hid their eyes from my sabbaths, and I am profaned 


m Tsni, 1. 23. 
Mic. 3. 2, 3. 
Zeph., 3, 3. 
toh. 13. 1. 


© ch, 13.6, 7. 


28 dishonest gain. 


27 among them. Her ™princes in the midst thereof ure like wolves 

ravening the prey, to shed blood, «nd to destroy souls, to get 
And “her prophets have daubed them with 
untempered morter, °seeing vanity, and divining lies unto them, 


saying, Thus saith the Lord Gop, when the Lorp hath not 


PTho people of the land have used *oppression, and 
exercised robbory, and have vexed the poor and needy: yea, 


rAnd I sought 
that should ‘make up tne hedge, and 


before me for the land, that I should not 


Therefore have I “poured out 
I have consumed them with the 


fire of my wrath: *their own way have I recompensed upon 


Cuap, 23, THIS word of the Lorp came again unto me, saying, Son 


2 of man, there were “two women, the daughters of one mother: 
3and *they committed whoredoms in Egypt they committed 
t 


eir breasts pressed, 


4and there they bruised the teats of their virginity. And the 
names of them were Aholah the elder, and Aholibah her sister: 
and “they were mine, and they bare sons and daughters. Thus 


were their names; Samaria is*Aholah, and Jerusalem *Aholibah. 
54 And Aholeah played the harlot when she was mine; and she 


6 doted on her lovers, on ‘the Assyrians her neighbours, which 
were clothed with blue, captains and rulers, all of them desirable 


Thus sho Scom- 


her whoredoms with them, with all them that were 7the 


chosen men of Assyria, and with all on whom she doted: with 


Neither left she her whore- 


doms brought ‘from Egypt: for in her youth they lay with her, 


and they bruised the breasts of her virginity, and poured their 
9 whoredom upon her. Wherefore I have delivered her into the 


5 That is, My tabernacle 


donis upon thes. 
7 Heb. the choice of the 
children of Asshur. 


6 Heb. bestowed her wkore- 


Pr Jer. 6,26. 9 
ch. 18.12. 22 Spoken. 
ellie aid 30 they have ?oppressed the stranger > wrongfully. 
ch. 22. 7. for a man among them, 
fe ‘stand in the gap 
t Ps. 108, 23, 31 destroy it: but I found none. 
4 ver. 22, mine indignation upon them ; 
“ch. 9. 10. 
their heads, saith the Lord Gop. 
« Jer. 3. 7. 
ch, 18, 46, 
" Lev. 17. 7. u 7 
Josh. 24, 14, whoredoms in ‘their youth: there wero 
ch, 20. 8. 
ch. 16, 22. 
4 ch, 16, 8, 
¢ 2 Kin. 15. 
19, 
& 16.7 7 pt 
Hos. 8. 9. i young men, horsemen riding upon horses. 
mitte 
8 all their idols she defiled herself. 

‘ver. 3. 

1 Heb. offered violence to. tabernacle, 

2 Or, deceit. 

3 Heh. without right. én her, 1 Kin. 8 29. 

* That is, His tent, or, 

26. violated] Better as in marg.; to offer 


violence to the Law is to misinterpret it. It 
was the special office of the priests to keep 
up the distinction between holy and unholy, 
clean and unclean (Lev. x. 10). 

. See marg. ref, note. 

30. ‘he land might be said to perish for 
the lack of such interpositions ag saved 
their forefathers when Moses stood in the 
gap. This was a proof«of the general cor- 
ruption, that there was not in the city suffi- 
cient righteousness to save it from utter 
destruction. Prince, prophet, priest, all fail. 

XXIII. The seventh word of judgment. 
The allegory of Aholah and Aholibah. 

of one mother] Israel and Judah were 
branches of the same stock. 

4, Aholuh...and Alclibah} More correctly 


** Oholah ” (“‘ her own tent or tabernacle ”) 
and ‘ Oholibah ” (“(My tent or tabernacle 
is in her”): names chosen to express that 
after the division Israel set up her own 
tabernacle in the place of the ‘Temple in 
which God dwelt (1 K. xii. 32), while with 
Judah the Temple of God still remained. 
The Presence of God aggravated Judah's 
sins. In the times of the Captivity it was 
customary among the Jews to give their 
children names connected with the Temple 
or tabernacle. 

6. ‘The army of the Assyrians is described. 
War-horses formed an important part in 
the armies of Assyria aad Egypt ; Tsrael 
was deficient in this respect (Isai. xxxvi, 8). 

9. For the canse which at last brought 
destruction on Israel, see marg. ref. 
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hand of her lovers, into the hand of the 7Assyrians, upon whom 
10 she doted. These *discovered her nakedness: they took her 
sons and her daughters, and slew her with the sword : and she 
became ! famous among women ; for they had executed judgment 
11 upon her. J And ‘when her sister Aholibah saw this, **she was 
more corrupt in her inordinate love than she, and in her whore- 
12 doms *more than her sister in her whoredoms. She doted upon 
the !Assyrians her neighbours, ™ captains and rulers clothed most 
gorgeously, horsemen riding upon horses, all of them desirable 
13 voung mon. 
14 both one way, and that she increased her whoredoms: for when 
she saw men pourtrayed upon the wall, the images of the Chal- 
15 deans pourtrayed with vermilion, girded with girdles upon their 
loins, exceeding in dyed attire upon their heads, all of them 
princes to look to, after the manner of the Babylonians of Chal- 
16 dea, tho land of their nativity : "and ‘as soon as she saw them 
with her eyes, she doted upon them, and sent messengers unto 
17 them into Chaldea. And the * Babylonians came to her into the 
bed of love, and they defiled her with their whoredom, and she 
was polluted with them, and °her mind was *alienated from them. 
18 So she discovered her whoredoms, and discovered her nakedness : 
then "my mind was alienated from her, like as my mind was 
19 alicnated from her sister. Yet sho multiplied her whoredoms, 
in calling to remembrance the days of her youth, ¢whercin she 
20 had played the harlot in the land of Egypt. Tor she doted upon 
their paramours, “whose flesh 7s as the flesh of asses, and whoso 
21 issue 7s Vike the issue of horses. Thus thou calledst to remem- 
brance the lewdness of thy youth, in bruising thy teats by the 
22 Egyptians for the paps of thy youth. J Therefore, O Ahohibah, 
thus saith the Lord Gop; # Behold, I will raise up thy lovers 
against thee, from whom thy mind is alienated, and I will bring 
23 them against thee on every side; the Babylonians, and all the 
Chaldeans, ‘Pekod, and Shoa, and Koa, and all the Assyrians 
with them: “all of them desirable young men, captains and 
rulers, great lords and renowned, all of them riding upon horses. 


5 Hel. children of Babel. 
6 Hob. loosed, or, dise 
jo'uted. 


3 Heb. more than the whore. 

3 Heb. shea corrupted her dome of her sixter. 
ivordinutelove morethun, * Heb. at the sight of her 
Se. eyes. 


1 Heh. a name. 


Then I saw that she was defiled, that they took + 
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92 Kir. 17, 
3, 4, 5, 6, 23. 
& 18. 9, 10, 

h ch. 16. 37, 


t Jer. 3. 8. 
* Jer. 3. 11. 
ch, 16. 47. 


?? Kin, 16. 


16-23, 
™ yer, 6, 23. 


n 2 Kin. 24.1. 
ch. 16. 29. 

° ver, 22. 28, 
P Jer. 6. 8. 

@ ver. 3. 


r ch. 16, 26. 


* ch. 16. 37. 
ver. 29. 


t Jor. £0. 21, 
¥ ver, 12. 


10. famous] Or, infamous among women; 
lit. as in maryg., i.e. a byword among women. 

11. The idolatries of Manasseh’s reign 
exceeded all that had gone before either in 
Israel or in Judah (2 K. xxi. 1-16 ; 2 Chr. 
xxxiii. 1-10). 

14, After Israel’s captivity Judah in- 
trigued first with Assyria, then with 
Babylon, courting their monarchs, imitating 
their customs, and learning their idolatries. 

pourtrayed upon the wall] The monuments 
of Nineveh shew how the walls of its pa- 
laces were alorned with figures precisely 
answering to this description, There is 
evidence that these sculptures were highly 
coloured with vermilion, or rather, red 
ochre. 

16. The sending of messengers refers to 
the act of Ahaz (2 K. xvi. 7). 

17, After Josiah’s death and the usurpa- 


tion of dominion by the Egyptians, the Baby- 
lonians were no doubt welcomed as friends 
(2 K. xxiv. 1). But the Jews were soon 
tired of their alliance and disgusted with 
their friends, and this led to the rebellion of 
Jehoiakim and the first Captivity. 

19. Euvypt) The kings of Judah played 
alternately Egypt against Babylon, and 
Babylon against Egypt. _Jehoahaz was 
displaced by Necho for Jehoiakim, who 
then turned to the Chaldeans, and after- 
wards rebelling sought aid from Evypt. 
So Zedekiah was continually meditating 
help from Egypt, against which Jeremiah 
and Ezekiel were continually protesting. 

23. Pehod, and Shoa, and Koa] Possibly 
words expressive of rank, or names of small 
Chaldean tribes, selected for their resem- 
blance to expressive Hebrew words, 
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ch. 


ych. 16, 41, 
& 22,15. 
= ver, 3, 19. 


¢ ch. 16. 37. 
* ver. 17. 

¢ ch. 16. 39. 
ver, 26, 


«ch. 6.9. 


¢ Jer. 25. 15. 
J ch, 22. 4, 5. 


7 Pr. 75. 8. 
Isai. 51, 17, 


4 Jor. 2. 32. 
& 138, 28. 

ch, 22.12. 
‘UKin, 14.9, 
Neh. 9, 26. 
Koh, 0, 4 
‘Tsni. 68. 1. 
“ch, 16. 38. 


” ch, 16. 20, 
21, 36, 45. 

& 20, 26, 31. 
© ch. 22. 8, 


P 2 Kin. 21.4. 


EZEKIEL XXIII. 


24 And they shall come against thee with chariots, wagons, and 
wheels, and with an assembly of people, which shall set against 
thee buckler and shield and helmet round about: and I will set 
judgment before them, and they shall judgo thee according to 

25 their judgments. And I will set my jealousy against thee, 
and they shall deal furiously with thee: they shall take away 
thy nose and thino cars; and thy remnant shall fall by the 
sword: they shall take thy sons and thy daughters; and thy 

26 residue shall be devoured by the fire. *They shall also strip 

27 thee out of thy clothes, and take away thy ‘fair jewels. Thus 
ywill I make thy lewdness to cease from thee, and *thy whore- 
dom brought from the land of Egypt: so that thou shalt not 
lift up thine eyes unto them, nor remember Egypt any more. 

2§ J For thus saith the Lord Gop; Behold, I will deliver thee into 
the hand of them “whom thou hatest, into the hand ef them 

29 “from whom thy mind is alienated: and they shall deal with 
theo hatefully, and shall take away all thy kubour, and ‘shall 
leave thee naked and ‘bare: and the nakedness of thy whore- 
doms shall bo discovered, both thy lewdness and thy whoredoms. 

30 I will do these things unto thee, because thou hast ¢gone a 
whoring after the heathen, and because thou art polluted with 

31 their idols. Thou hast walked in the way of thy sister; there- 

32 fore will I give her ‘cup into thine hand. Thus saith the Lord 
Gop ; Thou shalt drink of thy sister’s cup deep and large: /thou 
shalt be laughed to scorn and had im derision; it containeth 

33 much. Thou shalt bo filled with drunkenness and sorrow, with 
the cup of astonishment and desolation, with the cup of thy 

34 sister Samaria. Thou shalt %even drink it and suck 7¢ out, and 
thou shalt break the sherds thereof, and pluck off thine own 

35 breasts: for I have spoken 7, saith the Lord Gop. Therefore 
thus saith the Lord Gop; Because thou “hast forgotten me, 
and ‘cast mo behind thy back, therefore bear thou also thy 

36 lewdness and thy whoredoms. The Lorn said moreover unto 
me; Son of man, wilt thou *?judge Aholah and Aholibah? yea, 

37 declare unto them their abominations; that they have coin- 
mitted adultery, and “blood is in their hands, and with their 
idols have they committed adultery, and have also caused their 
sons, *whom they bare unto me, to pass for them through the 

38 fire, to devour them. Moreover this they have done unto me: 
they have defiled my sanctuary in the same day, and *have pro- 

39 faned my sabbaths. For when they had sluin their children to 
their idols, then they camo the same day into my sanctuary to 
profane it; and, lo, ?thus have they done in the inidst of mine 

40 house. And furthermore, that ye have sent for men *to come 


1 Heb. instruments of thy decking. 2 Or, plead for. 3 Hels. coming. 


24, with chariots &c.] Better ‘‘with ar- 
mour, horsemen, and chariot.” 

25. take away Uy nose and thine cars} Al- 
luding to the barbarous custom of muti- 
lating prisoners in the East (Dan. ii. 5). 
An Egyptian law prescribed this punish- 
ment for an adulteress. 

fire] A mode of capital punishment (Jer. 
xxix, 22; Dan. iii.). 

37. blood] One of the chief sins of Ma- 
nasseh was that he shed inwecent blood (2 Kk. 
xxi, 16, xxiv. 4). 


38. the same day] The day when they 
made their offerings. See 7, 39, 

89. Jehovah was placed as it werein the 
list of deities, not acknowledged as the One 
God. Idols and idol-temples were erected 
close to the House of (rod, and yet the 
‘Temple-service went on (Jer. xxxii. 34). 

40, 41. The figure is that of a woman 
decked in all her heauty, sitting on a couch 
(not bcd) at a banquet prepared for those 
whom she has invited. This further offence 
is not one of idvlatry, but that of courting 
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from far, 7unto whom a inessenger was sent; and, lo, they came: 
for whom thou didst "wash thyself, *paintedst thy eyes, and 
41 deckedst thyself with ornaments, and satest upon a 'stately 
thed, and a table prepared before it, “whereupon thou hast set 
And a voice of a nultitude being at 
ease was with her: and with the men *of the common sort were 
brought ?Sabeans froin the wilderness, which put bracelets upon 


42 mine incenso and mine oil. 
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7 Isai. 57. 9. 


r Ruth 3.4%. 
¢2 Kin. 9.30, 
Jer. 4. 0, 

t Esth. 1.6 
Isai, 57. 7. 
Amos 2. 5. 
"ch. 16, 18, 
Hos, 2. 8. 


43 their hands, and beautiful crowns upon their heads. Then said 
I unto her that was old in adulteries, Will they now commit 
44 4whoredoms with her, and she with them? Yet they went in 
unto her, as they go in unto a woman that playeth the harlot: 
so wont they in unto Aholah and unto Aholibah, the lewd 


45 women. And tho righteous men, they shall *judge them after 


* ch. 16. 38. 


the manner of adulteresses, and after the manner of women that 


shed blood; because they are adulteresses, and “blood 7s in their 
For thus saith the Lord Gop; *I will bring up a com- 
pany upon them, and will give them ‘to be removed and spoiied. 
shall stone them with stones, and ‘dispatch 

them with their swords; %they shall slay their sons and their 
4§ daughters, and burn up their houses with fire. Thus ¢ will I 

cause lewdi:ess to cease out of the land, “that all women may 
49 be taught nut to do after your lewdness. And they shall recom- 
your lewdness upon you, and ye shall bear the sins of 
your idols : and ye shall know that I am the Lord Gop. 


46 hands. 


47 “And the company 


pense 


¥ yer. 37. 
*ch. 16. 40. 


ach, 16. 10. 
62 Chr. 36. 


€ Deut. 13. 


iM. 

z Pet. 2.6. 
e ver. 35, 

J ch, 20, 33. 


Cap, 24, AGAIN in tho ninth year, in the tenth month, in the 
tenth day of the month, the word of the Lorp caine unto me, 
2 saying, Son of man, write thee the name of the day, even of this 


samc 


1 Ach. honourable. 
2 Heb. of the multitude of 


men, 


3 Or, drunkards. 
4 Heb. Aer thoredom. 
5 Heb. for a removing and 


day : the king of Babylon set himself against Jerusalem 


xpoil, 
6 Or, single them out. 


rn 


alliances with other powers which were not 
less readily made than broken. 

40. that ve have scut) Better, “ they (i.e. 
Israel and Judah) sent.” 

42. a voice &c.) Or, The rotce of the 
tumult was stilled thereby. ‘The tumul- 
tuous cries of the invading army were stilled 
by these gifts. Others render being at case, 
“living carelessly.” 

of the common sort] See marg.,—o multitu- 
dinous crowd, 

Sabeans] Better as in marg. The Chal- 
deans were noted for their intemperance 
and revellings. 

the wilderness] The desert tract which the 
Chaldeans had to pass from the North of 
Mesopotamia to the Holy Land. ‘This 
verse describes the temporary effects of the 
alliance of Israel and Judah with the Assyr- 
ians and Babylonians, All became quiet, 
the allies received gifts (incense and oil) 
from Israel and Judah, and these in turn 
brought riches to Palestine, bracelets upon 
their (i.e. Aholah’s and Aholibah’s) hands, 
and crowns upon their heads. 

43. Will they now commit...) Rather, Now 
shall there be committed her whoredom, 
even this; ic. when Israel and Judah 


had courted these alliances God said in 
wrath, ‘This sin too shall be committed, 
and so (not yet) they went in”; the alliances 
were made according to their desires, and 
then followed the consequent punishment. 

45-49. The judgment to be executed by 
the hands of their allies. 

45. the righteous tia Or, righteous men. 
The allies are so called as the instruments 
of God's righteous judgments. 

48. to cease] Because they are stricken and 
consumed, Cp. marg. ref. 

all women] i.e. all countzies. 

XXIV. Ezekiel is commissioned to an- 
nounce to his fellow-exiles that the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem, so long foretold, was 
now in course of execution, that the siege 
had actually begun. ‘This he is to declare 
(1) by a parable—of the boiling pot, (2) by 
a symbolical act—the abstaining from the 
usual outward mourning for ‘his wife's 
death. 

1. The prophecies in this chapter were 
delivered two years and five months after 
those of the previous section (xx. 1). The 
day mentioned here was the very da 
on which Nebuchadnezzar completed his 
arrangements for the siege, and closed in the 
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& 2 Kin. 25.1. 
Jer. 52. 4. 
bch. 17. 12. 
¢ See Jer. 1. 
13. 


5 the choice bones. 
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3 “this same day. And utter a parable unto the rebellious house, 
and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord Gop; ‘Set on a pot, set. 
+ 7 on, and also pour water into it: gather the pieces thereof into 
it, even every good piece, the thigh, and the shoulder; fill 7 with 
Take the choice of the flock, and !burn also 


the bones under it, and make it boil well, and let them secthe 


6 the bones of it therein. 
4 ch. 22. 3. 


G Wherefore thus saith the Lord Gop: 


Woe to “the bloody city, to the pot whose scum s therein, and 


whose scum is not gone out of it! bring it out piece by piece; 


¢See2Sam. 7 Ict no ‘lot fall upon it. 
8. 2. 

Toel 3. 3, 
Obad. 11. 
Nah. 3. 10. 
f Lev. 17, 33. 
Deut. 12. 16, 
9 Matt. 7. 2. 
& Nah, 3. 1. 
Hab. 2. 12, 


For her blood is in the midst of her; 
she set it upon the top of a rock; “she poured it not upon the 

8 ground, to cover it with dust; that it might cause fury to come 
up to take vengeance; 9I have set her blood upon the top of a 

9 rock, that it should not be covered. Therefore thus sait 
Lord Gop; * Woe to the bloody city! I will even make the pile 
10 for fire great. Heap on wood, kindlo the fire, consume the flesh, 
11 and spice it well, and let the bones be burned. Then set it empty 


the 


upon the coals thereof, that the brass of it may be hot, and may 


ich. 22. 15, 


burn, and that ‘the filthiness of it may be molten in it, that the 
12 scum of it may be consumed. 


She hath wearicd herself with 


lies, and her great scum went not forth out of her: her scum 
13 shall be in the fire. In thy filthiness 7s lewdness: because I have 
purged thee, and thou wast not purged, thou shalt not be purged 


© ch. 5. 13. 

'1 Sam. 15. 
29. 

ch, 5. 11, 


14 upon thee. 


trom thy filthiness any more, ‘till I have caused my fury to rest 
‘I the Lor have spoken i: it shall come to pass, 
and I will do zé ; I will not go back, “neither will I sparo, neither 
will I repont ; according to thy ways, and according to thy 


doings, shall they judge thee, saith the Lord Gop. 


15, 16 Also the word of the Lorn came unto me, saying, Son of man, 
behold, I take away from theo the desire of thine eyes with a 
stroke: yet neither shalt thou mourn nor weep, neither shall 


" Jer. 10. 5, 
° See Lev. 
21, 10. 

p» 2 Sam, 15, 


30. 1 Or, heap. 


2 Hob. go. 


17 thy tears*run down. *Forbear to cry, "mako no mourning for 
the dead, *’bind the tire of thine head upon thee, and ?put on 


3 Heb. Be silent. 


rr 


city (mary. reff.). After the Captivity this 
day was regularly observed as a fast day 
(Zech. viii, 19). 

3. « pot] Or, the caldron ; with ref. to xi. 
3. The prophet indicates by the figure utter 
destruction. The caldron is the city, the 
fire is the surrounding army, the flesh and 
bones are the inhabitants shut in within the 
walls. : 

4, the pieces thereof | Or, that belong to it; 
ic. the pieces which are designed for the 
caldron, and belong to it as the inhabitants 
belong to the city. ‘The choice pieces are 
the choice members of the community (xi. 3). 

5. burn] Rather, asin marg.; the bones 
would serve for fuel. 

6. scum] Better, rust (and in rv. 11, 12). 

bring it out piece bu picce) It, the city; 
bring out the inhabitants, one by one, clear 
the city of them, whether by death, exile, 
or captivity. 

let no lot full upon it] In the captivity of 
Jehoiakim and in that of Jehviachin, some 


were taken, others left. Now all shall be 
removed, 

7, 8. the top of a rock] The blood was 
poured upon a naked, dry, rock where it 
could not be absorbed or unnoticed. 

10. consume...spice it well) ic. “dress the 
flesh, and make it froth and bubble, that 
the bones and the flesh may be all boiled up 
together.” 

16-27. The death of Ezekiel’s wife took 
poe in the evening of the same day that 
1e delivered the foregoing prophecy. This 
event was to signify to the people that the 
Lord would take from them all that was 
most dear to them; and—owing to the ex- 
traordinary nature of the times—quiet 
lamentation for the dead, according to the 
usual forms of mourning, would be im- 
possible. 

17, The priest in general was to mourn 
for his dead (Lev. xxi. 1 seq.) ; but Ezekiel 
was to be an exception to the rule. The 
tire was the priest’s mitre. 


EZEKIEL, XXIV. XXYV. 


thy shoes upon thy feet, and cover not thy ‘lips, and eat not 
18 the bread of men. So I spake unto the people in the morning: 
and at even my wife diced; and I did in the morning as I was 
19 commanded. And the pcople said unto me, 7 Wilt thou not tell 
20 us what these things are to us, that thou doest so? Then I 
answered them, The word of the LorpD came unto me, saying, 
21 Speak unto the house of Israel, Thus saith the Lord Gop; 
Behold, *I will profanc my sanctuary, the excellency of your 
strength, ‘the desire of your eyes, and *that which your soul 
itieth ; “and your sons and your daughters whom ye have leit 

22 shall fall by the sword. And ye shall do as I have done: “ye 
23 shall not cover your lips, nor eat the bread of men. And your 
tires shall be upon your heads, and your skoes upon your feet: 
Yye shall not mourn nor weep; but ‘ye shall pine away for 
24 your iniquities, and mourn one toward another. ‘Thus ¢ Ezekiel 
is unto you a sign: according to all that he hath done shall 
yo do: "and when this comoth, ‘ye shall know that I am tho 
25 Lord Gop. Also, thou son of man, shall it not be in the day 
when I take from them “their strength, the joy of their glory, 
the desire of their cyes, and *that whereupon they set their 
26 minds, their sons and their daughters, that ¢he that escapeth in 
that day shall come unto thee, to cause thee to hear é¢ with thine 

27 cars? ‘In that day shall thy mouth be opened to him which 
is escaped, and thou shalt speak, and be no more dumb: and 
ey shalt be a sign unto them; and they shall know that I am 

@ LORD. 


Cuar. 25, TILE word of tho Lorp came again unto me, saying, 


2 Heb. the pity of your 


\ Heb. upper lip: And so 
soul. 


ver. 22. Lev. 13. -45. their soul. 


eat not the bread of men] Food supplied tor 


the comfort of the mourners. Church of Christ has sti 


3 Heh. the lifting up of 
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@ Mic. 3. 7. 


® ch. 12.9. 
& 37, 18. 


* Jer. 7. 14. 


™ ch, 23. 47. 


= Jer. 16. 6. 
ver. 17, 


¥ Job 27. 15. 
Ps. 78. 64. 

£ ch. 33. 10, 

@ Isai. 20, 2. 
ch, 4.3. - 

b Jer, 17. 35. 
John 13, 19. 
¢ ch, 25. 5. 

@ ver, 21. 


¢ ch. 33. 21. 


feb, 3. 26. 
& 32, 22. 


9 ver, 21. 


uf the world, the sean’ in wines the 
to wrestle against 


23. pine away] Cp. Lev. xxvi. 39. The 
outward signs of grief were a certain con- 
solation. Their absence would indicate a 
heart-consuming sorrow. 


27. Ezekiel had beenemployed four years J 


in foretelling the calamities about to come 
to pass. He had been utterly disregarded 
by the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and received 
with apparent respect but with real incre- 
culty by those in exile. Now until the 
city had been actually taken, the voice of 
prophecy should cease, so far as God’s 
people were concerned. Hence the inter- 
vening series of predictions relating to 
neighbouring and_ foreign nations (xxv.- 
xxxii.). After which the prophet’s vaice 
was again heard addressing his countrymen 
in their exile. This accounts for the ap- 
parently parenthetic character of the next 
eight chapters. 

SXV.-XXXII. It was a distinct part 
of scriptural prophecy to address heathen 
nations. In Isaiah (xiii.-xix.), Jeremiah 
(xlvi.-li.), and here, one section is specially 
devoted to a collection of such prophecies. 
Every such prediction had the general pur- 
pre of exhibiting the conflict ever waying 

tween the servants of God and the powers 


her foes (Eph. vi. 12), but in which she will 
surely prevail. 

This series of prophecies, with one excep- 
tion, was delivered at the time of the fall of 

e em; some shortly before, and some 
shortly after, the capture of the city. They 
were collected together to illustrate their 
original purpose of warning the nations not 
to exult in their neighbour's fall. Seven na- 
tions are addressed, which have had most in- 
tercourse with the children of Israel—on their 
eastern borders Moab and Ammon, to the 
South Edom, on the South-West Philistia, 
northward ‘Tyre (the merchant city) and 
the more ancient Sidon, and lastly Egypt, 
alternately the scourge and the false stay 
of the chosen people. ‘The number seren 
is symbolical of completeness. Seven pro- 
phecies against Egypt the chief of seren 
nations, denote the completeness of the 
overthrow of the heathen power, the anta- 
gonist of the kingdom of Gad. _ While 
other prophets hold out to these heathen 
nations some prospect of future mercy (c.g. 
Isai. xvi, 14; Jer. xlix. 6,11), Ezekiel spealis 
of their complete ruin. He was contem- 
plating national ruin. In the case of Jeru- 
salem there would be national restoration, 
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. ch. 6. 4%, 
Jer. 49.1. 
ch, 21, 23, 
Amns ], 13. 
Zeph. 2. 9, 
¢ Prov. 17, 5, 
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® Tsai. 15, 

& 16. 

Jer, 43. 1. 
Amos 2. 1, 


EZEKIEL. XXV. 


2 Son of man, “set thy face "against the Ammonites, and prophesy 
3 against them ; and say unto the Ammonites, Hear the word of 
the Lord Gop; Thus saith tho Lord Gop ; ‘Because thou saidst, 
Aha, against my sanctuary, when it was profancd ; and against 
the land of Israel, when it was desolate ; and against the house 
4 of Judah, when they went into captivity; behold, therefore I 
will deliver thee to the !men of the cast for a possession, and 
they shall set their palaces in thee, ind make their dwellings in 
thee: they shall cat thy fruit, and they shall drink thy imilk. 
5 And I will inako ¢Rabbah ¢a stable for cainels, and the Ammon- 
ites a couchingplace for flocks: and yo shall know that I am 
G the Lorp. For thus saith the Lord Gop; Because thou “hast 
clapped thine *hands, and stamped with the “fect, and 4re- 
joiced in ‘heart with all thy despite against the land of Israel; 
7 behold, therefore I will ‘stretch out mine hand upon thee, and 
will deliver thee for 5a spoil to the heathen ; and I will cut thee 
off from the people, and I will cause thee to perish out of the 
countries: I will destroy thee; and thou shalt know that I am 
§ the Lorp. JThus saith tho Lord Gop: Because that *Moab 
and 'Seir do say, Behold, the house of Judah is like unto all 
9 the heathen; therefore, behold, I will open the *side of Moab 


‘ch, 35. 2, 5. 


from the cities, from his cities which are on his frontiers, the 


glory of the country, Beth-jeshimoth, Baal-mcon, and Kiria- 


Heh. children. 
2 Heb. hand. 


3 Heb. foot. 
* Heb. soul. 


5 Or, meat. 
S Hel). shoulder of Moab. 


a 


but in the case of the heathen no such 
recovery, The national ruin was _ irre- 
trievable ; the remnant to whom the other 
prophets hold out hopes of mercy were 
to find it as individuals gathered into 
God's Church, not as nations to be again 
set up. Ezekiel does not, like other pro- 
vhets, prophesy against Babylon; it was 
Vie mission to shew that for the moment, 
Babylon was the righteous instrument of 
the Divine wrath, doing God’s work in 
punishing His foes. In prophesying against 
foreign nations, Ezekiel often adopts the 
language of those who preceded him. 

XAXV. The four nations most closely 
connected with one another by geographical 
position and by intercourse, are addressed 
in a few brief sentences concluding with the 
same refrain—Ye shall know that I am the 
Lord (e.q. 7. 5), This prophecy was delivered 
immediately after the capture of the city 
by Nebuchadnezzar, and so is later, in point 
of time, than some of the prophecies that 
follow it. 

1-7. ‘The Ammonites were inveterate 
foes of the descendants of Abraham. : 

4. men of the cast] The wild wandering 
Arabs who should come in afterwards npon 
the ruined land. The name was a common 
term for the nomadic tribes of the desert. 


Cp. Isai. xiii, 20. 

tlaces] encampments, The tents and 
folds of nomadic tribes. After subjugation 
by Nebuchadnezzar (xxi, 28), the land was 
subjected to various masters, ‘lhe Greco- 


Egyptian kings founded a city on the site 


of Rabbah (x. 5), called Philadelphia, from 
Ptolemy Philadelphus. In later times, 
Arabs from the East have completed the 
doom pronounced against Rabbah. 

7. for « spoil) Or, for a portion. 

» Prophecies against Moab which lay 
South of Ammon, and shared Amnon’s 
implacable hostility to the children of 
Israel. 

Seir was close to Moab. Edom is identi- 
fied with Mount Seér in ch. xxxv.3 and 
Scir is therefore probably coupled with Afoab 
here because, being near neighbours closely 
leagued together, they expressed a common 
exuiltation at Jerusalem’s fall. 

9. I will open the side &e.] ie. lay it 
open to the attack of the enemy from 
the cities, from his cities, from his 
frontier (or, in every quarter). There 
is an ironical stress on his cities, because 
these cities belonged not to Moab but to 
Israel, having been assigned to the Reu- 
benites (Num. xxxii. 38; Josh. xiii. 20). 
They lay to the North of the river Arnon, 
which was the proper boundary of Moab 
(Nun. xxi. 18). ‘Ihe Moabites had in the 
last days of the kingdom of Israel recovered 
this territory (Isai. xvi.). They still occu- 
ried this Iand in the time of Fzekiel (see 

er. xlviii.). 

the glory of the country] This tract, be- 
longing to the district called by the Ara- 
bians Al Belka, has been at all times highly 
valued on account of the excellence of its 
pastures for cattle. The most southern of 
these three cities is Kiriathaim, called on the 
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EZEKIEL. XXVI. 


Cap. 26. AND it came to pass in the eleventh year, in the first 
day of the month, thut the word of the Lorn came unto me, 


« Tgai. 23. 

Jer. 25. 22, 
Amos 1, 9. 
Zech. 9. 2. 
®ch, 25. 3. 


2 saying, YSon of man, “because that Tyrus hath said against 
Jerusalem, ’Aha, she is broken that was tho gates of the peoplo : 
she is turned unto me: I shall be replenished, now sho is laid 

3 waste: therefore thus saith the Lord Gon ; Behold, I am against 


thee, O Tyrus, and will cause many nations to como up against 
4 thee, as the sea causcth his waves to come up. And thoy shall 
destroy the walls of Tyrus, and break down her towers : I will 


¢ ver. 14, 
tch. 87, 32. 
of the sea: for I have 


also scrape her dust from her, and ‘make her like the top of a 
d rock. It shall be « place fur the spreading of nets ¢in the midst 


oken ié, saith the Lord Gop: and it 


G shall become a spoil to the nations. And hor daughters which 


teh. 25. 5. 


are in the ficld shall be slain by the sword; ¢and they shall 


7 know that I am the Lorp. For thus saith the Lord Gop: 


Behold, I will bring 

JS Fzen 7.12. 
Dan. 2, 37, 
8 people. 


Y ch, 21. 22, 


upon Tyrus Nebuchadrezzar king of 
Babylon, /a king of kings, from the north, with horses, and 
with chariots, and with horsemen, and companies, and much 
He shall slay with tho sword thy daughtors in tho 

field : and ho shall *make a fort against thee, and "cast a mount 
9 against theo, and lift up the buckler against thee. 


And ho 


shall set engines of war against thy walls, and with his axes ho 


10 shall break down thy towers. 


By reason of the abundance of 


his horses their dust shall cover theo: thy walls shall shake at 
the noiso of the horsemen, and of the wheels, and of the 


1 Or, pour out the engine of shot. 


_ ee 


XXVI, Prophecies against Tyre. The 
‘siege of ‘I'yre lasted thirteen years in- 
ning B.c. 585, about three years after the 
capture of Jerusalem. While besieging 
Jerusalem, Nebuchadnezzar had driven 
Pharaoh Hophra back to the borders of 
Egypt. Tyre being thus relieved from a 
dangerous cnemy, was exulting in her own 
«leliverance, and in her neighbour's ruin, 
when Ezekiel predicted the calamity about 
to befall her. ‘The name ‘l'yre means rock, 
and was given to the city in consequence 
of its position. This island-rock was the 
heart of Tyre, and the town upon the con- 
itinent—called ‘Old ‘I'yre,” possibly as 
thaving been the temporary position of the 
dirst’ settlers—was the outgrowth of the 
island city. ‘The scanty records of ancient 
history give no distinct evidence of the 
recapture of insular Tyre by Nebuchadnezzar ; 
but the fact is very probable. Cp. espe- 
cially vv. 7-12, xxix. 18. The present state 
of Tyre is one of utter desolation, though 
the end was long delayed (ep. Isai. xxiii.). 
Tyre was great ond wealthy under Persian, 
Greek, Roman, and even Mahometan 
masters. The final ruin of Tyre was due 
to the sultan of Egypt (a.p. 1291). 

in the first day of the month] The number 
of the month being omitted, many suppose 
‘the month” to mean the month when Jeru- 
salem wes taken (the fourth month), called 
the month, as being so well known. ‘The 
capture of the city is known to have taken 
wlace on the ninth day of the fourth month, 


and its destruction on the seventh day of the 
Jifth month. This prophecy therefore pre- 
ceded by a few days the capture of the 
city. The condition of Jerusalem in the 
latter months of its siege was such that the 
Tyrians may well have exulted as though it 
had already fallen. 

2. gates] i.e. one gate of two leaves. 

the people] Or, the peoples (and in xxvii. 
3), the plural expressing the fact that many 
peoples passed through Jerusalem, as the 
central place on the highway of commerce, 
e.g. in the reign of Solomon. This was 
viewed with jealousy by Tyre, who owed 
her greatness to the same cause, end in the 
true spirit of mercantile competition exulteci 
in the thought that the trade of Jerusalem 
would bediverted into hermarkets. Render, 
Aha! She is broken,—the gate of tho 

eoples! She is turned unto me. Ishall be 

led. She is laid waste. 

6. her daughters &c.] The subject states 
upon the mainland, on which she at this 
time relied for supplies. 

7-14. The description of the siege is that 
of a town invested by land. 

1. Nebuchadrezzar) Jer. xxi. 2 note. 

8. lift up the buckler] i.e. set a wall of 
shields, under cover of which the walls could 
be approached. 

9. engines of war] Or, his battering ram. 

axes] swords. They who would break 
down the towers, rush on with their swords 
to slay the defenders. 
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chariots, when he shall enter into thy gates, }as men enter into 


1J a city 


horses shall he tread down all thy 
people by the sword, and thy strong 


wherein is made a breach. With the hoofs of his 


streets: he shall slay thy 
garrisons shall go down to 


12 the ground. And they shall make a spoil of thy riches, and 
make a. prey of thy merchandise: and they shall break down 


thy 


walls, and destroy *thy pleasant houses : and they shall lay 


thy stones and thy timber and thy dust in the midst of the 


13 water. 


broidered 
bling ; 


17 every 


city, 
18 which 


hAnd I will cause the noise of ‘thy songs to cease; and 
14 the sound of thy harps shall be no moro heard. And ‘I will 
make thee like the top of a rock : thou shalt be « place to spread 
nets upon; thou shalt be built no more: for I the Lorp have 
15 spoken 7¢, saith the Lord Gop. Thus saith the Lord Gop to 
yrus; Shall not the isles ‘shake at the sound of thy fall, when 

the wounded cry, when the slaughter is made in the inidst of 
16 thee? Then all the “princes of the sea shall "come down from 
their thrones, and lay away their robes, and put off their 
garments: they shall clothe themselves with *trem- 
othey shall sit upon the ground, and ?shall tremble at 
moment, and %be astonished at thee. 
up a "lamentation for thee, and say to thee, How art thou 
destroyed, that wast inhabited ‘of seafaring men, the renowned 
which wast ‘strong in the sea, she and her inhcbitants, 
cause their terror to Je on all that haunt it! Now shall 
tthe isles tremble in the day of thy fall; yea the isles that are 
19 in tho sea shall be troubled at thy departure. 


h Tsai. 14.11. 
Jer, 7. 34, 

t Tani, 23.16. 
ch. 28. 13. 
Rev. 18. 22. 
¥ ver. 4, 5. 


' Jer. 49. 21. 
ch. 27. 23. 


m Tsai. 23, & 
* Jonah 3. 6, 


° Job 2. 13. 
P ch, 32. 10. 
ach. 27. 35. 
¥ ch. 27. 32. 
Rev. 18. 9. 


* Isai. 23. 4. 


And they shall take 


t ver. 15. 


q For thus saith 


the Lord Gop; When I shall make thee a desolate city, like the 
cities that are not inhabited; when I shall bring up the deep 


20 upon thee, 
bring thee down 


and great waters shail cover thee; when I shall 
«with them that descend into the pit, with tho 


% ch, 32. 


people of old time, and shall set thee in the low parts of the 
carth, in places desolate of old, with them that go down to the 


it, that thou be not inhabited; and I shall set glory 
21 land of the living; ¥I will make thee *a terror, and thou shalt 
he no more : *though thou be sought for, yet shalt thou never be 


found again, saith the Lord Gop. 


zin the <ch. 
v ch. 27. 
«Ps. 37. 


Czar. 27. THE word of the Lorp came again unto mo, saying, 


1 Heh. according to the enter- 
ings of « city broken wp. 


2 Heh. houses of thy dezire. 
3 Heb. tremblinge. 


* Heb. of the seas. 
$ Heb. terrors. 


i 


11. garrisons] pillars, on which stood 
statuesof some protecting god. Cp.2K. x.26, 

14. The siege had been on land, but the 
victory was to be completed by the subjec- 
tion of the island-citadel. 

16-21. The effect of the fall of Tyre. 

16. clothe themecives with trembling 
Mourners change their bright robes for sa 
garments, 

17. of scafaring men] Lit. ‘“‘from_the 
seas,” t.c. occupied by men who come from 
the seas. ‘Tyre was an inhabited city rising 
from out of the sea. 

. Cp. Isai. xiv. 9. The image used by 
Isaiah and Jeremiah of Babylon is by Eze- 
kiel applied to Tyre, as if to shew that Tyre 
and Babylon alike represent the world- 


power. So in the Apocalypse Babylon is 
the kingdom of Antichrist. 
the land of the liring] The land of the 
true God, as opposed to the land of the 
dead, to which is gathered the glory of the 
world. Here then, together with the utter 
ruin of Tyre, rises the vision of renewed 
lory to Jerusalem. The coming Messiah 
is thus prophetically pointed out. The over- 
throw of God’s enemies shall be accompanied 
by the establishment of His true kingdom. 
XXVII. The dirge of ‘lyre written in 
tical form. Tyre is compared to a 
air vessel, to whose equipment the various 
nations of the world contribute, launching 
forth in majesty, to be wrecked and to 


e 


perish. The nations enumerated point out 
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poe 2 Now, thou son of man, “take up a lamentation for Tyrus ; and say 
och.2a.2, unto Tyrus, YO thou that art situate at tho entry of the sea, 
¢ Isai, 23. 3. which art ¢x merchant of the people for many isles, Thus saith the 


@ ch, 28. 12. Lord Gop; O Tyrus, thou hast said, “I am 'ot perfect beauty. 
4 Thy borders are in the *midst of the seas, thy builders have 
5 perfected thy beauty. They have *inade all thy ship boards of 
fir trees of *Senir: they have taken cedars from Lebanon to 
G6 mako masts for thee. Of tho oaks of Bashan have they made 
thine oars; the company of the Ashurites have made thy 
T benches of ivory, brought out of ‘the isles of Chittim. Fine 
linen with broidered work from Egypt was that which thou 
spreadest forth to be thy sail; ®blue and purple from the isles 
8 of Elishah was that which covered thee. Tho inhabitants of 
Zidon and Arvad were thy mariners: thy wise men, O Tyrus, 


¢ Dent, 3. 9. 


tJer. 2. 10. 


ee pte 9 tht were in thee, were thy pilots. The ancients of *Gebal and 
q the wise mew thereof were in thee thy ‘Scalkers: all the ships of 
the sea with their mariners were in thee to occupy thy merchan- 
ews «10 dise. ‘They of Persia and of I hp eae 
ch, 30. 5. dise. ey of Persia and of Lud and of “hut wero in thine 
1 Heb. peer of beauty. $ Or, they have made thy — © Or, purple and searilet, 
2 Hels. heurt. 7 Or, stoppers of chinks. 


3 Hels. built. 


hatches of ivory well trod- 
den. 
5 Heb. the daughter. 


8 Heb. strengtheners. 


Tyre as the centre of commerce between 
the eastern and western world, This posi- 
tion, occupied for a short time by Jerusa- 
lem, was long maintained by Tyre, till the 
erection of Alexandria supplanted her in 
this traffic. (Cp. thedirge of Babylon (Isai, 
xiv, 3-23); in each case the city named repre- 
sents the world-power antagonistic to God. 

3. entry] Lit. “entries.” Ancient ‘T'yre 
had two ports, that called the Sidonian to 
the North, the Egyptian to the South ; the 
former exists to the present day. The 
term entry of the sca is naturally enough 
applied to a harbour as a place from which 
ships enter and return from the sea. The 
city was known in the earliest times as 
“Tyre the port.” 

5. fir-trees (or, cypress) of Senir] The 
name by which the Amorites knew Mount 
Hermon. 

6. the companu...ivory] Rather, ‘‘th 
benches (or, deck) made they of ivory with 
boxwood” (or, larch), ic. boxwood inlaid 
with ivory. 

the isles (or, coasts) of Chittin is a phrase 
used constantly for Greece and the Grecian 
islands, It may probably be extended to 
other islands in the Mediterranean sea 
(Gen. x. 5), and thither ivory may have been 
brought from the coasts of North Africa. 

% Or, Fine linen (Gen. xii, 42) with em- 
broidery from Euupt was thy sail that it 
might be to thee for a banner. Sails from 
Egypt were worked with various figures 
upon them which served as a device. Their 
boats had no separate pennons. 

blue and purple] Tvrian purple was 
famous. The Tyrians no doubt imported 
from the neighbouring coasts the mollusks 
from which they dyed the fine linen of 
Egypt. 


isles of Elishah] See Gen. x. 4. Elishah is 
considered equivalent to the Greek Eolis 
on the western coast of Asia Minor. This 
and the islands adjacent would very natu- 
rally have commerce with the Tyrians, In 
early days the supply of the murex from 
the coast of Phoenicia had been insufficient 
for the Tyrian manufactures. The isles of 
Greece abounded in the mollusks. 

that which covercd thee) As an awning. 

8. Arvad] Seo Gen. x. 18, An island off 
the coast of Sidon, now called Ruad. 

9. Gebal] i.e. Byblos (modern Gebeil) in 
Pheenicia, the chief seat of the worship of 
Adonis, and situated on an eminence over- 
looking the river Adonis, north of Beirut, 
not far from the Mediterranean sea. The 
ancients is a term for the council that pre- 
sided over maritime cities. 

10, 11. The prophet here leaves the alle- 
gory of the ship to describe the armies of 
the Tyrians composed of mercenary sol- 
diers. 

10. Persia] The name of this people does 
not occur in the more ancient Books of the 
Okl Testament ; but in the Books of the 
exile and after the exile it is frequent. 
This exactly corresponds with the record of 
history. It was just at the time that Eze- 
kiel wrote that the rude and warlike people 
of Persia were rising into notice, soon about 
to seize, under Cyrus, the empire of the 
Asiatic world. 

Lud) See Gen. x. 13, The union here of 
Lud with Phut, an undoubtedly African 
tribe (ep. xxx. 5: Isai. Ixvi. 19) seems to 
indicate Lud to be of Hamite, not Semitic 
race. Both names occur repeatedly on 
Egyptian inscriptions, especially as supply- 
ing mercenary soliliers, 

Phut] Libyans (see Gen. x. 6). 
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army, thy men of war: they hanged the shield and helmet in 
11 thee; they set forth thy comeliness. The men of Arvad with 
thine army were upon thy walls round about, and the Gamma- 


dims were in thy towers: they han 
12 walls round about; they have made *thy beauty perfect. *Tar- 
shish was thy merchant by reason of the multitude of all hind of 
riches ; with silver, iron, tin, and lead, they traded in thy fairs. 
13'Javan, Tubal, and Meshech, they were thy merchants: they 
traded ™the persons of men and vessels of brass in thy !market. 
14 They of the house of "Togarmah traded in thy fairs with horses 
The men of °Dedan were th 


15 and horsemen and mules. 


their shields upon thy 


t ver. 3. 
® Gen. 10. 4. 
2 Ch. 20. 38. 


£ Gen. 10. 2. 
™ Rev. 18,13. 


ch, 38. 6. 


MeEF~ 6 Gen. 10. 7. 


chants; many isles were the merchandise of thine hand: they 
16 brought thee for a present horns of ivory andebony. Syria was 
thy merchant by reason of the multitude of *the wares of thy 
making : they apa ie in thy fairs with emeralds, purple, and 


17 broidered work, an 


thy market ?wheat of ¢ 


fine linen, and coral, and *agate. 
and the land of Israel, fey were thy merchants : they traded in 
innith, and Pannag, and honey, and 

18 oil, and **balm. Damascus was thy merchant in the multitude 
of the wares of thy making, for the multitude of all riches; in 
19 the wine of Helbon, and white wool. 


Judah, 


?1K.5.9, 11. 
Ezra 3. 7. 

2 Judg.11.33. 
© Jor. 8, 22. 


Dan also and Javan 


S’eoing to and fro occupied in thy fairs: bright iron, cassia, and 


1 Or, merchandise. 
2 Heb. thy works. 


3 Heb. chrysoprase. 


4 Or, rosin. 


5 Or, Meuzal. 


11. Gammadims] Rendered by LXX. 
“watchmen ;” by others, ‘‘brave warriors ;” 
but more probably the naine of some nation 
of which we have no record. The custom 
of hanging shields upon the walls of a town 
by way of ornament seems to have been of 
purely Pheenician origin, and thence intro- 
duced by Solomon into Jerusalem (1 K. 


x. 16). 

12-24. The thread broken at v. 8 is taken 
up, and the various nations are enumerated 
‘ahiol traded with Tyre. 

12, Tarshish] Tartessus in Spain (marg. 
reff.). Spain was rich in the metals 
named. 

merchunt] Especially applied to those who 
travelled about with caravans to carry on 
trade (see Gen. xxiii. 1. 

fairs] Or, ‘wares’? (v. 33). The word 
occurs only in this chapter. The forei 
merchants gave their wares in return for 
the products delivered to them by Tyre. 

13. Javan] Greece (Jon), including the 
Grecian colonies in Sicily and Italy. 

Tubal, and Meshech] The Tibareni and 
Moschi, whose lands were on the Caucasian 
highlands between the Euxine and Cas- 
pian Seas (see marg. ref.), were a fine race 
of men; from thence slaves have been con- 
tinually sought. Greece too in ancient 
<imes was famous for furnishing slaves. 

14. Togarmah} Armenia. 

15. Dedan] There were two tribes (She- 
mite and Hamite), each bearing the name 
ef Dedan (see Gen. x. 7). The Hamite 
(Ethiopian) Dedan may well have supplied 
fer a payment (rather than ‘‘for a present”) 


horns, ivory, and ebony; the Shemite 
(Arabians), ‘clothes for chariots” (seev. 20). 

16. Syria] Aram here included .Mesopo- 
tamia; and Babylon was famous for its pre- 
cious stones. Many read ‘‘ Edom.” 

emeralds] Rather, carbuncle. 

_ Sinelinen] The word (butz) was used only 
in the times of the Captivity. It is a Pha- 
nician word, which in Greek assumed the 
form ‘‘ byssus,” properly ‘‘cotton,’”’ as dis- 
tinguished from ‘linen ;” the Pheenicians 
pune their threads from cotton wool, 
the Egyptians from flax. 
17. Minnith] A city of the Ammonites, 
whose country was famous for wheat (2 
Chr. xxvii. 5). The wheat was carried 
through the land of Israel to Tyre. 
esl This word occurs nowhere else, 
and has been very variously explained. 
Some take it to be ‘“‘sweetwares.” Others 
see in it the name of a, place, fertile like 
Minnith, perhaps identical with Pingi on 
the road from Baalbec tv Damascus. 

18, Helbon] Chalybon, near Damascus, 
whose wine was a favourite luxury with 
Persian kings. 
_ white ‘oootl A product of flocks that grazed 
in the waste lands of Syria and Arabia. 

19. Dan aiso]. Heb. Vedan, a place in 
Arabia, not elsewhere mentioned. 

going to and fro) Better as in marg. a 

per name, Afeuzal, or rather, ‘‘ from 

zal” which was the ancient name of 
Senaa the capital of Yemen in Arabia. 
Greek merchants would carry on commerce 
between Uzal and Tyre. 

bright iron] Lit. ‘‘ wrought iron ;” iron 
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* Gen, 23. 3. 
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20 calamus, wero in thy markct. 


*Dedan was thy merchant in 


21 "precious clothes for chariots. Arabia, and all tho princes of 


? Gen. 23. 13. 


‘Kedar, *they occupied with thee in lambs, 


and rams, and goats: 


ya Oe 7, 22 in these were they thy merchants. The merchants of “Sheba and 
1K.101. | Raamoh, thoy were thy merchants: they occupied in thy fairs 
Pa, 72. 10. with chief of all spices, and with all precious stones, er | gold. 
Pee aie 23 *Haran, and Canneh, and Eden, the merchants of Sheba, 
¥Gen. 25.3. 24 Asshur, aud Chilmad, were thy merchants. These were thy mer- 
chants in all sorts of things, in blue ‘clothes, and broidered 
work, and in chests of rich apparel, bound with cords, and made 
of cedar, among thy merchandise. 
*Ps. 48.7. 25 *The shipsof Tarshish did sing of thee in thy market: and thou 
ae wast replenished, and made very glorious ¢in the midst of the 
bps 48.7, 26scas. ‘Thy rowers haye brought theo into great waters: *the cast 
‘Prov. 11.4. 27 wind hath broken theo in the ‘midst of the seas. ‘Thy ‘riches, 
Rev. 18. 9. and thy fairs, thy merchandise, thy mariners, and thy pilots, thy 
calkers, and the occupiers of thy merchandise, and all thy men 
of war, that are in thee, and in all thy company which 7s in 
the midst of thee, shall fall into the 7midst of the seas in the 
4 ch. 26.15. 28 day of thy ruin. Tho ‘suburbs ¢shall shake at tho sound of 


* Rev. 18. 17, 
&e. 


29 the cry of thy pilots. And ‘all that handlo the oar, the mari- 
ners, and all the pilots of the sea, shall como down from their 


30 ships, they shall stand upon the land; and shall cause their 
voice to be heard against thee, and shall cry bitterly, and shall 


J Job 2. 12. 
Rev. 18. 19. 
joe ob 1 Heb. clothes of freedom. 


2 Heb. they were the mer- 
chants of thy hand. 


3 Or, excellent things. 
* Heb. foldings. 
5 Heb. hear. 


‘cast up dust upon their heads, they %shall wallow themselyes 


© Or, even with all, 
? Heb. Aecuré. 
Or, waves. 


nS] SS 


worked into plates smooth and polished. 
emen was famous for the manufacture of 
sword-blades. 

cassia] The inner bark of an aromatic 
plant. 

calamus] A fragrant reed-like plant (sec 
Ex. xxx. 23, 24), Both are specially pro- 
ducts of India and Arabia. 

20. Dedan] See v.15. It is remarkable 
that Dedan and Sheba occur both among the 
descendants of Ham in Gen. x. 7, and proms 4 
the descendants of Abraham and Ketura 
in Gen. xxv. 3. This seems to indicate 
that there were distinct nomad tribes bear- 
ing the same names of Hamite and of 
Semitic origin ; or it may be that whereas 
some of the nomad Arabs were Hamite, 
others Semitic, these were of mixed origin, 
and go traced up their lineage alike to Ham 
and Shem. Here we have, at any rate, a 
number of Arabian nomad tribes men- 
tioned together, and these tribes and their 
caravans were in those days the regular 
merchant travellers between East and West. 
Tyre by her ships spread over Europe the 
goods which by these caravans she ob- 
tained from India and China. 

precious clothes] Or “clothes of cover- 
ing, ” cloths of tapestry. 

21. Kedar] The representative of the 
pastoral tribes in the North-West of Arabia. 

22. Sheba] Sabea, the richest country of 


Arabia, corresponded nearly with what is 
now called Yemen or Arabia Felix. 

Raanch] Closely connected with Sheba, 
whose seat is supposed to have been in the 
neighbourhood of the Persian Gulf. 

Haran] Charrze in Mesopotamia. 

Cannch| Calneh (Gen. x. 10), probably 
Ctesiphon on the Tigris. 

Eden) On the Euphrates (Isai. xxxvii. 12). 

the merchants of Sheba] Here the towns 
or tribes that traded with Sheba. Sheba 
maintained a considerable trade with Me- 
sopotamia, 

Chilmad| Possibly Kalwada near Bagdad. 

24. ail sorts of things] See marg. 

made of cedar} Rather, made fast. 

25. did sing of thee] Or, were thy bul- 
warks, i.e. bulwarks of thy traffic. Others 
render, “‘were thy caravans,” thy mer- 
chandize. 

28. the cast wind] Cp. marg. ref. 

27. All who have been enumerated as 
sharing in, and constituting, the glory of 
Tyre are now recounted as partakers in her 
wreck, 

28. The suburbs] Or, ‘ precincts.” Tyre 
rose from the midst of the sea; her “ pre- 
cincts”” were the surrounding waters and 
the adjoining coasts. 

s Tyre is figured by a large vessel, 
s0 are the subject-states by smaller boats 
which accompany the great ship. These 
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$1 in the ashes: and they shall *make themselves utterly bald 
for thee, and gird them with sackcloth, and they shall weep for 

32 thee with bitterness of heart and bitter wailing. And in their 
wailing they shall ‘take up a lamentation for thee, and lament 
over thee, saying, *What city is like Tyrus, like the destroyed 

33 in the midst of the sea? ‘When thy wares went forth out of 
the seas, thou filledst many people; thou didst enrich the kings 
of the earth with the multitude of thy riches and of thy mer- 

34 chandise. In the time when “thou shalt be broken by the seas 
in the depths of the waters *thy merchandise and all thy com- 

35 pany in the midst of theo shall fall. _°All the inhabitants of the 
isles shall be astonished at thee, and their kings shall be soro 

36 afraid, they shall be troubled in their countenance. The mer- 
chants among tho people ?shall hiss at thee; ¢thou shalt be 'a 
terror, and ? never shalt be any more. 


Crap. 28, THE word of tho Lorn came again unto me, saying, Son 
2 of man, say unto the prince of Tyrus, Thus saith the Lord Gon ; 
Becauso thine heart és lifted up, and ¢thou hast said, I em a 
God, I sit in the seat of God, “in the ‘midst of the seas; ‘yet 
thou art 2 man, and not God, though thou set thine heart as 
8 the heart of God : behold, ¢thou art wiser than Daniel; there 
4 is no secret that they can hide from thee: with thy wisdom 
and with thine understanding thou hast gotten thee mches, and 

5 hast gotten gold and silver into thy treasures: ‘*by thy great 
wisdom and by thy traffick hast thou increased thy riches, and 
6 thine heart is lifted up because of thy riches: therefore thus 
saith the Lord Gop; Because thou hast set thine heart us the 
7 heart of God; behold, therefore I will bring strangers upon 
thee, Sthe terrible of the nations: and they shall draw their 
swords against the beauty of thy wisdom, and they shall defile 

8 thy brightness. They shall bring thee down to the pit, and thou 
shalt die the deaths of them thut are slain in the midst of the 
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4 Jer. 16. 6. 
Mic. 1. 16. 


‘ ch. 26. 17. 
© Rev. 18. 18, 
* Rev. 18, 19. 


™ ch. 26. 10. 
" ver. 27. 
och. 26. 15. 


» Jer. 18. 16, 
“ch, 26. 21, 


« yor. 0. 
6 ch, 27. 3,4. 
¢ Isai, 31, 3. 


Zech. 9. 2. 


« Ps, 62. 10. 
Zech. 0. 3. 


/ ch. 30. 11 


1 Heb. terrors. 
2 Heb. shalt not be for ever. 


3 Heb. heurt 


* Heb. by the greatness of 
thy wisdom, 


terrified by the storm approach the land. 
‘Tyre is hopelessly swallowed up, crew and 
all, in the midst of the sea. The small 
crafts escape to shore. 

81. utterly bald] See vii. 18 note. 

85. ‘The news of Tyre’s ruin shall reach 
to distant isles, to merchant cities who 
trade with her. These in their selfish love 
of gain shall rejoice over her who was once 

aramount over them, hissing out against 

er curses and scorn, 

XXVIII 
the prince of ‘'yre. Throughout the East 
the majesty and glory of a people were col- 
lected in the person of their monarch, who 
in some nations was worshipped as a 
god. The prince is here the embodiment of 
the commur'ty. Their glory 1s his glory, 
their pride his pride. The doom of Tyre 
could not be complete without denunciation 
of the prince of Tyre. Idolatrous nations 
and idolatrous kings were, in the eyes of 
the prophet, antagunists to the true God. 
In them was embodied the principle of 
evil opposing itself to the Divine govern- 


places, 


. 1-10. The prophecy against. 


ment of the world. Hence some of the 
Fathers saw upon the throne, not simply a 
hostile monarch, but the Prince of this world, 
spiritual wickedness (or awicked spirits) in high 
henever evil in any way domi- 
neers over goad, there is a prince of Tyrus, 
against whom God utters His voice. The 
mystery of iniquity ia ever working, and in 
that working we recognize the power of 
Satan whom God condemns and will 
destroy. 

2. thou hast said, J am « god| Cp. xxix. 3; 
Dan. iv. 30; Acts xii. 22; 2 Thess. ii. 4. 

I sit in the seat of God] Words denoting 
the speaker’s pride ; but the situation of the 
island-city, full of beauty, in the midst of 
the blue water of the Mediterranean, gives 
force to the expression, Cp. the words 
describing the lot of ‘'yre as having been 
in Eden (v. 13). 

thou art a nan] Rather, thou art man. 

8. thou art wiser than Daniel] The pas- 
sage is one of strong irony. Cp. xiv. 14; 
Dan. vi. 3. 
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0 ver, 2. 
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9seas. Wilt thou yet %say before him that slayeth thee, I am 


God ? but thou shalt be 2 man, and no God, in the hand of him 


Ach. ST. 18, 


10 that 'slayeth thee. 
ch, 32. 19, 


the Lord Gop. 


Thou shalt die the deaths of “the uncir- 
cumcised by the hand of strangers: for I have spoken ¢t, saith 


11, 12 Moreover the word of tho Lorp came unto me, saying, Son 


of man, ‘take up a lamentation upon the king of Tyrus, and sa 
P P g J y 


Thou hast been in 


{ ch. 27. 2. 

r gh. 26, 3. unto him, Thus saith the Lord Gop; *'Thou scalest up the sum, 
bau 13 full of wisdom, and_perfect in beauty. 

? ch. 31. 8, 9. 


‘Eden the garden of God; every precious stono was thy covering, 


the *sardius, topaz, and the diamond, tho “beryl, the onyx, and 
the jasper, the sapphire, the ‘emerald, and the carbunclo, and 


™ ch, 26. 13. 


gold: the workmanship of “thy tabrets and of thy pipes was 


14 prepared in thee in the day that thou wast created. Thou art 


% See Ex. 
25, 20. 

ver. 16. 

© ch. 2U. 410. 


the anointed “cherub that covereth; and I have sect theo so: 
thou wast upon °the holy mountain of God; thou hast walked 
15 up and down in the midst of the stones of fire. 
perfect in thy ways from the d 
16 iniquity was found in thee. 


Thou wast 
ay that thou wast created, till 
By the multitude of thy merchan- 


dise they have filled the midst of thee with violence, and thou 
hast sinned: therefore I will cast theo as profane out of the 


P ver. 14. 
@ ver. 2, 5. 


mountain of God : and I will destroy thee, »O covering cherub, 
17 from the midst of the stones of fire. 


“Thino heart was lifted 


up because of thy beauty, thou hast corrupted thy wisdom by 
reason of thy brightness: I will cast thee to the ground, I will 
18 lay thee before kings, that they may behold thee. Thou hast 
defiled thy sanctuaries by the multitude of thine iniquitics, by 
the miquity of thy traffick ; therefore will I bring forth a fire 
from the midst of thee, it shall devour thee, and I will bring 
thee to ashes upon the earth in the sight of all them that behold 
19 thee. All they that know theo among the people shall be asto- 


! Or, wonndeth. 


oo 


9. but thou shalt be a man] Rather, yet 
art thou man. 

10. the uncircumcised] The heathen idola- 
ters as opposed to the Covenant-people. 

11-19, The dirge of the prince of ‘'yre, 
answering to the dirge of the state. The 
passage is ironical ; its main purpose is to 
depict all the glory, real or assumed, of the 
prince of Tyrus, in order to show how de- 
plorable should be his ruin. 

12. To seat the sum is to make up the 
whole measure of perfection. Cp. the LXX., 

13. Thouhastheen in Eden] Thou wast &c. 
The prince of Tyrus is ironically described 
as the first of creation; but at the same 
time the parallel is to be maintained in his 
fall from glory. Like Adam in the enjoy- 
ment of paradise, he shall be like Adam in 
his fall. 

erery precious stone] All the stones here 
named are found in the High Priest's breast- 
plate (Ex. xxviii. 17-20), but their order is 
different, and three stones named in Exodus 
(the third row) are wanting. ‘The prophet 
may purposely have varied the description 
because the number twelve (that of the 
tribes of Israel) had nothing to do with the 


2 Or, ruby. 


3 Or, chrysolite, * Or, chrysoprase. 


prince of Tyrus, and he wished to portray, 
nota High Priest, but a king, having in view 
a figure which was to a Jew, especially to a 
priest, the very type of magnificence. 

Tabrets (or, drums) an pe were & 
common expression for festivity and 
triumph. 

14. Thou art] Better, Thou wert. 

the anointed cherub that corercth] In the 
Temple the Cherubim and all holy things 
Were consecrated and anointed with oil 
(Ex. xxx. 26 &c.). The prince of Tyre was 
also anointed as a sovereign priest—corering 
or protecting the minor states, like the Che- 
rubim with outstretched wings covering the 
Mercy-Seat. 

thou wast upon the holy mountain] As the 
cherub was in the Temple on the holy moun- 
tain, so the prince of Tyre was presiding 
over the island-city, rising like a mountain 
from the deep. 

stones of fire) i.e. bright and shining. 
Decked with bright jewels, the prince 
walked among jewels in gorgeous splendour. 

15. The perfection was false, unsuspected 
until the iniquity which lay beneath was 
found out, 
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nished at thee: *thou shalt be 'a terror, and never shalt thou 
be any more. 


20, 21 Again the word of the Lorp came unto me, saying, Son of 
man, ‘set thy faco ‘against Zidon, and prophesy against it, and 
22 say, Thus saith the Lord Gop; «Behold, I am against thee, O 
Zidon; and I will be glorified in the midst of thee: and “they 
shall know that I am the Lorp, when I shall have executed 
23 judgments in her, and shall be ¥ sanctified in her. *For I will 
send into her pestilence, and blood into her streets; and the 
wounded shall bo judged in the midst of. her by the sword upon 


371 


r ch. 26. 21. 


* ch. 6. 2. 

¢ Isai. 23. 4 
Jer. 25. 22. 
ch. 32, 30. 
« Ex. 14. 4, 
ch. 39. 13, 
* Pg. 9, 18, 
¥ ch. 20. 41. 
& 36. 23. 

* ch. 3S, 22, 


her on every sido; and they shall know that I am the Lorp. 
24 And there shall be no more “a pricking brier unto the house of 
Israel, nor any grieving thorn of all that are round about them, 


2Num.23.56. 
Josh, 23, 13, 


that despised them; and they shall know that I am the Lord 


25 Gop. Thus saith the Lord Gop; When I shall have ’ gathered 
the house of Israel from the people among whom they are scat- 
tered, and shall be ‘sanctified in them in the sight of the heathen, 


® Tsai. 11.12, 
ch. 11. 17, 
& 37. 21, 

¢ ver, 22. 


then shall they dwell in their land that I have given to my ser- 


26 vant Jacob. And they shall “dwell *safely therein, and shall 
ebuild houses, and /plant vineyards ; 
confidence, when I have executed judgments upon all those that 
3despise them round about them; and they shall know that I 


am the Lonp their God. 


« Jor, 23. 6. 
ch. 36. 23, 

e Isni. 65, 21. 
Amos 9. 14 
/ Jer. 31. 5 


yea, they shall dwell with 


Cuar. 29. IN the tenth year, in the tenth month, in the twelfth 
day of the month, the word of the LorD came unto me, saying, 


2 Son of man, “set thy face against Pharaoh king of Egypt, and 
against all Egypt: speak, and say, 
us saith the Lord Gop; 4 ¢Behold, 


2 Or, with confidence. 


3 prophesy against him, and 


1 Heb. errors. 


21. Prophecy against Zidon. Zidon 
(mod. Saida) was more ancient than Tyre 
and was the original metropolis of Pho- 
nicia (Gen. x. 19), but in the times of Pho:- 
nician greatness it ever played a subordinate 
part. Only once (Judg. x. 12) do we find 
the Zidonians in conflict with Israel. ‘The 
evil which they did was the seducing them 
to idolatry (cp. 7. 24), as in the case of Jeze- 
bel, daughter of Ethbaal, king of the Zido- 
nians (1 K. xvi. 31). The captureof Tyre by 
Nebuchadnezzar increased the importance of 
Zidon, which was a wealthy and flourishing 
town when Artaxerxes Ochus destroyed it. 
It has rallied from time to time, but has 
never attained to any great consequence, 
though not in such complete ruin as Tyre. 

22, be ylorified...be sanctified] Or, ‘get Me 
ely ave shown Myself holy”(andinv.25). 

25, 26. ‘The contrast of the future of 
Tsrael with that of the surrounding nations. 
This prophecy reaches far beyond a mere 
temporal restoration. It points to times of 
more permanent security, when from all 
nations and kingdoms the Church of 
Christ, the Israel of God, shall be gathered 
in, when the power of the world shall be 
for ever broken, and the kingdom of Christ 
shall be established for ever. 


@ ch, 28, 21, 


5 Isni, 19. 1 
Jer, 4a. 2. 
¢ Jer. 44, 30. 
ch, 28, 22. 


am against thee, 
3 Or, enoil. 


ed 


This transition from the enemies to the 
people of God closes the portion of the pro- 
phecies against the nations in the immediate 
vicinity of the Israelites, before passing to 
the more distant Egypt. 

XXIX.-XXXII. Prophecies against 
Egypt which, uttered (with the exception 
of xxix. 17 to end) in regular succession, 
predict the downfall of Pharaoh Hophra 
and the desolation of Egypt. 

XXIX. 1-16. First prophecy against 
Egypt delivered some months before the 
preceding prophecies against Tyre (see 
xxvi. 1), the prophecies against the nations 
being given, not in their chronological, but 
in their geographical order, according to 
their nearness to Jerusalem. 

1 the tenth year] Jerusalem had been be- 
sieged, but not taken. Jeremiah delivered 
his prophecy against Eeypt, about the time 
when the approach of Pharach Hophra’s 
army caused the Chaldeans for the time to 
raise the siege (Jer. xxxvii. 5). This was the 
solitary instance of Egypt meddling with 
the affairs of Palestine or Syria after the 
battle of Carchemish (ep. 2 K. xxiv. 7); it met 
with speedy punishment. . 

3. ‘Ihe king is addressed as the embodi- 
ment of the state. 


fy river 7s mine own, 
But /I will put hooks in thy 


372 EZEKIEL XXIX. 

4 Ps. 78, 13 Pharaoh king of Egypt, the great ¢dragon that licth in the 

eg tae 9 midst of his rivers, «which hath said, 

€ Bech aes: 4 and I have made 7 for myself. ] 

/ Isai. 37.28. jaws, and I will cause the fish of thy rivers to stick unto thy 

hy 4 scales, and I will bring thee up out of the midst of thy rivers, 
6 and all the fish of thy rivers shall stick unto thy scales. And I 

will leave thee thrown into the wilderness, thee and all the fish 

v Jor. 8 2. of thy rivers: thou shalt fall upon the ‘open fields ; 9 thou shalt 

i not be brought together, nor gathered : “I have given theo for 

£94. 3. meat to the beasts of the ficld and to the fowls of the heaven. 


ch 17. 17. 


‘ch. 14. 17. 
& 92. 11, 12. 


™, ch. 30, 12. 
® ch. 30. 6. 
° oh. 32, 13. 


6 And all the inhabitants of Egypt shall know that 1 um the 
Lorp, because they have beon a ‘staff of recd to the house of 
7 Israel. *When they took hold of thee by thy hand, thou didst 
break, and rend all their shoulder : and when they leaned upon 
thee, thou breakest, and madest all their loins to be at a stand. 
8 Therefore thus saith the Lord Gop; Behold, I will bring ‘a 
9 sword upon thee, and cut off man and beast out of thee. And 
the land of Egypt shall be desolate and waste; and thoy shall 
know that I am the Lorp: because he hath said, The river ts 
10 nine, and I have made 7é. Behold, therefore I am against thee, 
and against thy rivers, ™and I will make the land of Egypt 
2utterly waste and desolate, "from the tower of ‘Syene even 
11 unto the border of Ethiopia. °No foot of man shall pass through 
it, nor foot of beast shall pass through it, neither shall it be in- 


1 Hels. fuce of the field. * Heb. Seveneh. 


"3 Or, from Migdol to Syene 
3 Heb. wastes of wouste. Ex rd rie 


x. 14. 2. Jer. 44.1. 


dragon) Here the crocodile, the great 
monster of the Nile, which was regarded 
very differently in different parts of Egypt. 
By some it was worshipped and embalmed 

ter death, and cities were named after it 
(e.g. in the Arsinoite nome). Others viewed 
it with the utmost abhorrence. An animal 
so terrible, so venerated, or so abhorred, 
was an apt image of the proud Egyptian 
monarch—the more so, perhaps, because it 
‘was in truth less formidable than it ap- 
peared, and often became an easy prey to 
such as assailed it with skill and courage. 

lieth in the midst of his rivers] Sais, the 
royal city, during the twenty-sixth dynasty 
was in the Delta, in the very midst of the 
various branches and canals of the Nile. 

My river ig mine own &c.] It was the com- 
inon boast of Hophra (Apries), that “not 
even o god could dispossess him of power.” 
The river was at all times the source of fer- 
tility and wealth tc Egypt, but especially so 
to the Saite kings, who had their royal 
residence on the river, and encouraged in- 
tercourse with foreigners, by whose com- 
inerce the kingdom was greatly enriched, 

4. hooks in thy jats] Op. Job xli. 2. The 
crocodile is thus rendered an easy prey 

Jish of thy rivers] i.e. the allies of Egypt 
shall be involved in her ruin. 

6. staff of reed] The reed was specially 
appropriate to Egypt as the natural pro- 
duct of its river. 

7. So Egypt was continually proving to 


Israel, to Jehoiakim and to Zedekiah. The 
tenses are presert not past. 

to be at a stand] Others, ‘‘ to totter.” 

10. from the tower of Syene] Or, as in 
marg. Migdol (tower) was about two miles 
from Suez. Syene was the most southern 
town in Egypt, on the borders of Ethiopia, 
in the Thebaid, on the eastern bank of the 

ile. The modern Assvan lies a little to 
the North-East of the ancient Syene. 

10-12. We have no record of the circum- 
stances of the Chaldean invasion of Egypt, 
but it is possible that it did not take place 
till after the fall of Tyre. We gather of 
what nature it must have been by compar- 
ing the description of the results of Assyrian 
cored (Isai, xxxvii. 25 seq.) inute 
fulfilment of every detail of prophecy is not 
to be insisted upon, but only the general 
fact that Egypt would for a time, described as 
forty years, be in a state of collapse. No 
great stress is to be laid on the exact number 
of years. ‘The number of years passed 
in the wilderness became to the Hebrews a 
significant period of chastisement. 

Nebuchadnezzar’s occupation of Egypt 
was of no long duration, and his ravages, 
though severe, must have been partial. 
Peace with Babylon was favourable to the 
development of home-works, but since the 

ace was in truth subjugation, it was 

ollow and in fact ruinous. Further, it is 
to be remembered that God fulfils His decree 
by a gradual rather than an immediate pro- 
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P ch. 30.7, 26. 


desolate in the midst of the countries that are desolate, and her 
cities among the cities that are laid waste shall be desolate forty 
‘ears: and I will scatter the Egyptiuns among the nations, and 
13 will disperse them through the countries. {Yet thus saith the 


Lord Gop; At the ¢end of forty years will I gather the Egypt- 
14 ians from the people whither they were scattered: and 


¢ Tsai. 19. 23, 
Jer. 46. 28. 


i 


will 


bring again the captivity of Egypt, and will cause them to return 
into the land of Pathros, into the land of their 'habitation; and 


15 they shall be there a ?*base kingdom. It shall be the basest of 


rch. 17. 6. 


the kingdoms; neither shall it exalt itself any more above the 
nations: for I will diminish them, that they shall no more rule 


16 over the nations. 


And it shall be no more ‘the confidence of the 
house of Israel, which bringeth their iniquity to remembrance, 


#Tsni, 39, 2, 
& 36. 4, 6. 


when they shall look after them : but they shall know that I am 


the Lord Gop. 
17 


And it came to pass in the seven and twenticth year, in the 


first month, in the first day of tho month, the word of the Lorp 


18 came unto me, saying, Son of man, ‘Nebuchadrezzar king of 
Babylon caused his army to serve a great service against Tyrus: 


t Jer. 27. 6. 
ch. 26, 7, 8 


every head wus made bald, and every shoulder eas pecled: yet 
had he no wages, nor his army, for Tyrus, for the service that 
19 he had served against it: therefore thus saith the Lord Gop; 
Behold, I will give the land of Egypt unto Nebuchadrezzar king 
of Babylon ; and he shall take he multitude, and %take her 
spoil, and take her prey; and it shall be the wages for his army. 
20 I have given him the land of Egypt ‘for his labour wherewith 


he “served against it, because they wrought for me, saith the 
21 Lord Gop. In that day =will I cause tho horn of the house of 
Israel to bud forth, and I will give thee "the opening of the 


% Jer: 25. 9. 
= Pg, 132. 17. 
¥ ch. 24. 27. 


mouth in the midst of them; and they shall know that I am 


the Lorp. 
1 Or, birth. 3 Heh. spoil her spoil, and 
2 Heb. low. prey her prey, 


* Or, for his hire, 


cess. The ravages of Nebuchadnezzar were 
the beginning of the end, and all the desola- 
tion which followed may be looked upon as 
a continuous fulfilment of God's decree. ‘The 
savage fury with which Cambyses_ swept 
over Egypt amply realized all that Ezekiel 
foretold. Many places recovered some 
wealth and prosperity, but from the time of 
Herodotus the kingdom never again became 
really independent. Egyptian rulers gave 
place to Persian, Persian to the successors of 
Alexander the Great, who gave place in turn 
to Rome. So thoroughly was the prophecy 
of Ezekiel fuifilled (xv. 14, 15). 

18, A similar respite was promised to 
Moab (Jer. xlviii. 47), to Ammon (Jer. xlix. 
G), and to Tyre (Isai. xxiii. 15). 

14. Pathros) The Thebaid or Upper 
Egypt, the original seat of the kingdom. 

the land of their habitation] Rather, as 
marg., t.¢. the home of the restored exiles. 

16, The false confidence of the Israelites 
brought to remembrance, i.e. discovered in 
the sight of God and man their iniquity, i.¢. 
their treachery and perjury to the Chal- 


deans ; their falsehood being made evident 
when they /ook after (turn to) the Egyptians 
and seek their aid in rebellion. The ruin 
of Leypt shall put an end to all this. 

17-21, ‘The prophet places this prediction 
out of chronological order, that he may 
point out what had not been stated in 
the foregoing prophecy, viz., that the agent 
who should strike the first blow_on Egypt 
should be the Chaldean king, Nebuchad- 
nezzar. 

18. yet had he no wages] It is not improk- 
able that the Tyrians before they sur- 
rendered their island-citadel managed to 
remove much of their treasure ; but others 
explain the verse ;—that the siege and cap- 
ture of Tyre is to be regarded as_the swork 
appointed, and the N raracan of Egypt as 
the reward or wayes for the work. 

21. Egypt being the antagonist of the 
people of God, her overthrow inaugurated 
the triumph of good over evil. 

the horn &c.] Or, ‘‘an horn to bud forth 
to the house of Israel.” 

I will give thee the opening of the mouth] 
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Cuap. 30, THE word of the Lorp came again unto me, saying, 


*Isai.13.6. 2 Son of man, prophesy and say, Thus saith the Lord Gop; «Howl 
bch. 7.7. 3 ye, Woe worth the day! For *the day ¢s near, even the day of 
heal Ae the Lorp is near, a cloudy day; it shall be the time of tho 
ep" & heathen. And the sword shall come upon Egypt, and great 
‘pain shall be in Ethiopia, when the slain shall fall in Egypt, 

¢ ch, 29. 19, and thoy ‘shall take away her multitude, and 4 her foundations 


# Jor. 60. 15. 
e Jor. 25. 20, 
24. 


5 shall be broken down. Ethiopia, and *Libya, and Lydia, and 
‘all the mingled people, and Chub, and the *men of tho land 

6 that is in league, shall fall with them by the sword. § ‘thus 
saith the Lorp; They also that uphold Eeypt shall fall; and 
the pride of her power shall come down: ““from the tower of 
Syene shall they fall in it by the sword, saith the Lord Gop, 

7 °And they shall be desolate in the midst of the countries that 
are desolate, and her citics shall be in the midst of the cities 

8 that are wasted. And they shall know that I am the Lorp, 
when I have set a fire in Egypt, and when all her helpers shall 

9 be *destroyed. In that day “shall messengers go forth from 
me in ships to make the cureless Ethiopians afraid, end great 
pain shall come upon them, as in the day of Egypt: for, lo, it 
cometh. 


/ ch. 29. 10. 


¢ ch, 29, 12. 


A Ygaj.19.1,2, 


‘ch 29.19, 10 Thus saith the Lord Gop; ‘I will also make the multitude of 
Egypt to cease by the hand of Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon. 
keh. 28.7. 11 He and his people with him, ‘the terrible of the nations, shall be 
brought to destroy the land: and they shall draw their swords 
teai.19.6. 12 against Egypt, and fill the land with the slain. And 'I will 
™ Isai, 19, 4. make the rivers dry, and “sell the land into the hand of the 


wicked : and I will make the land waste, and 7 all that is therein, 
13 by the hand of strangers: I the Lorp have spoken it. Thus 


n Jer. 43. 12. suith the Lord Gop; I will also "destroy the idols, and I will 


Zech, 13. 2. cause their images to cease out of Noph; °and there shall be 
pint tet no more a prince of the land of Egypt: ®and I will put a fear 


14 in the land of Egypt. And I will make 7Pathros desolate, and 
will sct fire in "*Zoan, *and will execute judgments in No. 
* Or, from Migdolto Syene. 7 Heb. the fulness thereof. 


2 Heb. Phu. ch. 27. 10. 5 Heb. broken, 8 Or, Tanis. 
3 Heb. children. 6 Heb, drought. 


et 


el. 29, 14. 
r Ps, 78, 12, 
* Nah. 3. 8, 


9, 10, ! Or, fear. 


When these things should begin to come to 
pass the prophet’s mouth should be opened 
to declare their meaning, and to make 
known the end to which all was tending. 
SAX. 1-19. Third prophecy against 

Egypt, probably to be connected with the 
previous verses (cp. xxx. 10 with xxix. 17-21 
note). Some consider it to belong to the 
earlier part of xxix. (cp. xxix. 10, 12 with 
xxx. 5, 6). 

3. the time of the heathen] The time when 
the heathen (Egyptians) shall be judged. 

§. Libya, and Lydia] Or, as in xxvii. 10, 
Phut and Lud. 

the mingled people] Foreigners, who settled 
in Egypt. e Saite dynasty of Egyptian 
kings were especially favourable to foreign 
immigrants. Hophra employed many of 
them in his armies, and in this way, accord- 
ing to Herodotus, lost the affections of his 
Egyptian subjects. See Jer. xxv. 20 note. 

Chub] The word occurs hereonly. It was 


some tribe in alliance with Egypt, either of 
African race like ud and Phut, or settlers 
like the mingled people. A not improbable 
suggestion connects it with Contos, of which 
the Egyptian form was Qeb, Qebt or Qabt. 

the men of the land that is in leaque) Rather, 
the children of the land of the covenant, 
tie. of Israel (seo xvi. 8). After the de- 
struction of Jerusalem Jews withdrew into 
Egypt (Jer. xliii. 7). Many of them would 
naturally enough be found in the Egyptian 
armies. This is in favour of the later date 
assigned to this section. 

6. See marg. ref. note. 

9. careless Ethiopians] The Ethiopians, 
who were dwelling in fancied security (Zeph. 
ii. 15), shall tremble at Egypt’s ruin. 

13. Noph] Memphis (Isai. xix. 13). 

14. Zoan] Tanis, a city and nome of 
Lower Egypt (Num. xiii. 22). See marg, 
ref. note, 

No] Diospolis. See marg. ref. note, 
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15 And I will pour my fury upon !Sin, the strength of Egypt; 


16 and ‘I will cut off the multitude of No. 
in Egypt: Sin shall have great pain, and No shall be rent 
17 asunder, and Noph shall have distresses daily. 


And I will “set fire ¢ Jer. 4. 25. 


*% ver, 8 


The young 


men of Aven and of *Pi-beseth shall fall by the sword: and 


18 theso cities shall go into captivity. *At Tchaphnehes also the 


= Jer, 2. 16, 


day shall be ‘darkened, when I shall break there the yokes of 
Egypt: and the pomp of her strength shall cease in her: as for 
her, a cloud shall cover her, and her daughters shall go into 
19 captivity. Thus will I execute judgments in Egypt: and they 


shall know that I am the Lorn. 


20 And it came to pass in the eleventh year, in the first month, 
in the seventh day of the month, that the word of the Lorp 


21 camo unto me, saying, 4 Son of man, I havo “broken the arm 
of Pharaoh king of Egypt ; and, lo, 7it shall not be bound up to 


y Jer. 48, 25. 
2 Jer. 46, 11. 


be healed, to put a roller to bind it, to make it strong to hold 


22 the sword. 


93 to fall out of his hand. 


Therefore thus saith the Lord Gop; Behold, I am 
against Pharaoh king of Egypt, and will “break his arms, the 
strong, and that which was broken ; 
>And I will scatter the Egyptians 
among the nations, and will disperse them through the countries. 


@ Pg, 37.17. 
and I will cause the sword ° 


b ver. 26, 
ch. 29, 12, 


24 And I will strengthen the arms of the king of Babylon, and 
put my sword in his hand: but I will break Pharaoh’s arms, 
and he shall groan before him with the groanings of a deadly 


25 wounded man. 
Babylon, and the arms of Pharao 


But I will eon ip 


en the arms of the king of 
shall fall down; and ‘they 


¢ Ps, 9. 16. 


shall know that I am the Lorp, when I shall put my sword into 
tho hand of the king of Babylon, and he shall stretch it out 


26 upon the land of Egypt. ¢And I will scatter the Egyptians 
among the nations, and disperse them among the countries; 


« yer. 23. 
ch, 29. 12, 


and they shall know that I am the Loxp. 


Cuar. 31. AND it came to pass in the cleventh year, in the third 
month, in the first duy of the month, thut the word of the Lorp 


1 Or, Pelusium. 2 Or, Ieliopolis. 


3 Or, Pubastum. 


4 Or, restrained. 


17, Aven] The same as On (Gen. xli. 45), 
or Heliopolis. The word Aven means also 
“ transgression ” (ep. Hos. x. 8). Some have 
thought that here too Ezekiel substituted 
the word Aven for On to mark the sin of 
idolatry there in full vogue. 

Pi-beacth] The Bubastis of Herodotus. 
The hieroglyphic name is ‘‘ Pe-bast,” the 
house of Bast (the Egyptian Artemis, the 
cat-headed goddess). Bubastis was situated 
on the easternmost, the Pelusian, branch of 
the Delta. e road from Pelusium to 
Memphis lay through Bubastis_ and On. 
In the days of Herodotus Bubastis was the 
seat of one of the chief annual festivals of 
the Egyptians. The Persians took the town 
and razed the walls. ‘The ruins bear the 
modern name Tel-Basta. 

18. Tehaphnehes} See marg. ref. note. 

break the yokes of Eqypt)i.c. break the yokes 
imposed by Egypt, or break up the tyran- 
nous dominion of Egypt over other lands. 

20-26. Fourth prophecy against Egypt 


spoken three months before the capture of 

erusalem (xxvi. 1), and three aiontha after 
the prophecy of xxix. 1. Meantime Pha- 
raoh-Hophra’s attempt on Jerusalem had 
been foiled, and the Egyptians driven back 
into their own countr ef er. xxxvii. 5 note), 

21. I have broken] Especially by the de- 
feat at Carchemish. 

« roller} Or, a bandage. 

22. the strong] Such power as Egypt yet 
retained at home and abroad. 

that which was broken] The power which 
Egypt aimed at ineffectually, the conquest 
of Palestine and Syria. 

XXXII. 1. in the third month] More than 
a month before Jerusalem was taken (cp. 
Jer. xxxix. 2), 

8-9. Fifth prophecy against Egypt: a 
warning to Pharaoh from the fate of the As- 
syrians. The Assyrian empire, after having 
been supreme in Asia for four centuries, had 
been overthrown by the united forces of tho 
Babylonians and Medes, in the year of the 
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2 came unto me, saying, Son of man, speak unto Pharaoh, king of 
3 Egypt, and to his multitude; §¢*Whom art thou like in thy 
greatness ? >Behold, the Assyrian zcas a cedar in Lebanon ! with 
fair branches, and with a shadowing shroud, and of an high 
4 stature; and his top was among the thick boughs. ¢The waters 
*mado hin great, the deep *set him up on high with her rivers 
running round about his plants, and sent out her ‘little rivers 
5 unto all the trees of the field. Therefore“his height was exalted 
above all the trees of the field, and his boughs were multiplied, 
and his branches became long because of the multitude of waters, 
6 >when he shot forth. All the ¢fowls of heaven made their nests 
in his boughs, and under his branches did all the beasts of the 
field bring forth their young, and under his shadow dwelt all 
7 great nations. Thus was he fair in his greatness, in the length 
8 of his branches: for his root was by great waters. The cedars 
in the ‘garden of God could not hide him: the fir trees were not 
like his boughs, and the chestnut trees were not like his 
branches ; nor any tree in the garden of God was like unto him 
9 in his beauty. I have made him fair by the multitude of his 
branches: so that all tho trees of Eden, that were in the garden 
10 of God, envied him. Therefore thus saith the Lord Gop; 
Because thou hast lifted up thyself in height, and he hath shot 
up his top among the thick boughs, and Chis heart is lifted up in 
11 his height; I have therefore delivered him into the hand of the 
mighty one of the heathen; *he shall surely deal with him: I 
12 have driven him out for his wickedness. And strangers, *the 
terrible of the nations, have cut him off, and have left him: 
‘upon the mountains and in all the valleys his branches are 
fallen, and his boughs are broken by all the rivers of the land; 
and all the people of the carth are gone down from his shadow, 
13 and have left him. *Upon his ruin shall oll the fowls of the 
heaven remain, and all the beasts of the field shall be upon his 
14 branches: to the end that none of all tho trees by the waters 
exalt themselves for their height, neither shoot up their top 
among the thick boughs, neither their trees’ stand up in their 
height, all that drink water: for ‘they are all delivered unto 
death, “to the nether parts of the earth, in the midst of the 
I5 children of men, with them that go down to the pit. J Thus 
saith the Lord Gop; In the day when he went down to the 


9 ver, 18. 
> Dan. 4. 10. 


¢ Jer. 51. 36. 


4 Dan, 4. 11. 


¢ ch. 17, 23. 
Dan. 4. 12. 


fGen. 2. 8. 
cb. 28. 13. 


9 Dan. &. 20. 


b ch. 23. 7. 


‘ch, 92. 5, 
& 35. 8. 


& Isai. 18. 6. 
ch, 82. 4. 


& Pa. 82. 7. 
™ ch, 32, 18, 


) Heb. fair of branches. 4 Or, conduits. unto him. 
2 Or, nourished. 5 Or, when it sent them 7 Or, ste>d upon themselves 
3 Or, brought him up. forth, Jor their height. 


6 Heb. in doing he shall do 


battle of Carchemish (B.c. 605), which had 
broken the power of Egypt. This gives force 
to the warning to Egypt from Assyria’s fall. 

4, his plants] Rather, her plantation. 


ing unto themselves” meaning “ standing 
in their own strength.” The clause will 
then run thus: ‘Neither all that drink 
water stand up” in their own strength. 


The water represents the riches and might 
which flowed into Assyria. 

8. when he shot forth] Or, when the deep 
water sent forth its streams. 

8. garden of God] Paradise. 

10-14. Assyria’s fall. 

11. More accurately: Therefore I will 
deliver him, &c....he shall surely deal with 
him. I have driven him out, &c. 

14. their trees] Rather, as in marg. ‘‘stand- 


All that drink water means mighty princes 
to whom wealth and prosperity flow in, 
The Egyptians owed everything to the 
waters of the Nile. The substance is, that 
Assyria’s fall was decreed in order that the 
inightv ones of the earth might learn not to 
exalt themselves in pride or torely on them- 
selves, seeing that they must share the com- 
mon lot of mortality. 
15-17. Effect of Assyria’s fall. 


EZEKIEL XXXII. XXXIL. 


377 


ve I caused a mourning: I covered the decp for him, and 
restrained the floods thereof, and the great waters were stayed: 
and I caused Lebanon 'to mourn for hin, and all the trees of 


16 the field fainted for him. I made the nations to "shake at the 
sound of his fall, when I ¢cast him down to hell with them that 
descend into the pit: and all the trees of Eden, the choice and 
best of Lebanon, all that drink water, ¢shall be comforted in the 


" ch, 26. 15. 
© Tsai. 14. 15. 
P Isai. 14. 8. 
q ch, 32. 31. 


17 nether parts of the earth. They also went down into hell with 
him unto them that be slain with the sword; and they that were 


his arm, that *dwelt under his shadow in the midst of the hea- 
18 then. #T'o whom art thou thus like in glory and in greatness 
among the trees of Eden ? yet shalt thou be brought down with 
the trees of Eden unto the nether parts of the earth: ‘thou 
shalt lie in the midst of the uncircumcised with them that be 
This is Pharaoh and all his multitude, 


slain by the sword. 
saith the Lord Gon. 


r Lam. 4. 20. 
* yer. 2 
ch. 22. 19, 


¢ ch, 28, 19, 
& 32.10, 21. 


Cuar. 32. AND it came to pass in the twelfth year, in the twelfth 
month, in the first dey of the month, that the word of the Lorn 


2 came unto me, saying, Son of man, *take up a lamentation for 
Pharaoh king of Egypt, and say unto him, q * Thou art like a 
young lion of the nations, ‘and thou aré as a *whale in the seas: 
and thou camest forth with thy rivers, and troubledst the waters 

3 with thy feet, and ¢fouledst their rivers. 

will therefore «spread out my net over thee with a com- 

any of many people; and they shall bring thee up in my net. 

4 Then /will I leave thee upon the land, I will cast theo forth 
upon the open field, and ?will cause all the fowls of the heaven 


Gop; 


@ ch. 27, 2. 
ver. 16. 

4 eh. 19.3, 
& 38. 13. 

¢ ch, 29. 3, 

# ch. 34. 18. 
¢ ch. 12. 13. 
Hos. 7. 12. 
f ch. 29.5. 


¥ ch. 31. 13. 


Thus saith the Lord 


to remain upon thee, and I will fill the beasts of the whole earth 


5 with thee. And I will lay thy flesh “upon the mountains, and 


& ch, 31. 12. 


6 fill the valleys with thy height. I will also water with thy 
blood ?the Jand wherein thou swimmest, even to the mountains ; 


1 Heh. fo be black. 3 Or, dragon. 


3 Or, the land of thy stoimming. 


15. I covered the deep] To cover with sack- 
cloth was an expression of mourning (xxvii. 
31). The deep, the source of Assyria’s pro- 
aperity (*. 4), was made to mourn, being 
dried up instead of giving forth its waters, 
its glad abundance. 

for him] Upon his account. 

Jjloods...qreat waters) Or, rivers...the mul- 
titude of waters (as in vr. 4, 5). 

Lebanonrepresentsthe country which Assy- 
ria governed; the trees, the tributary princes. 

16. See mart reff. 

17. his arm &c.} The subject princes who 
were his strength and support in war. 

18. Application to Pharaoh. 

the uncircumcised] The Egyptians, at 
least their nobles, were circumcised. Pha- 
raoh should thus be dishonoured with those 
whom the Egyptians themselves deemed 
unclean. 

XXXII. 1. in the twelfth month] About 
one year and seven months after the de- 
struction of Jerusalem. In the meantime 
had occurred the murder of Gedaliah and 
the flight into Egypt of the Jews left be- 
hind by the Chaldeans (Jer. xli.—xliii.). 


Jeremiah, who had accompanied them, fore- 
told their ruin (Jer. xliv.) in a prophecy 
probably contemporaneous with the present 
—the sixth against Exypt, delivered in the 
form of a dirge (2-16). 

2. Thou art like &c.] Rather, Thou 
wouldest be like to (others, ‘‘wast likened 
unto”) a young lion. 

and thou art] In contrast to what thou 
wouldest be. 

awhate] Rather, crocodile (marg. ref. note). 
Pharavh should have been like the king of 
beasts, but he is a mere sea-monster. ‘There 
is strong irony here, because the Egyptian 
king was proud of the comparison between 
himself and the mighty crocodile. 

seas] ‘The word is often used of the waters 
of a great river, like the Nile. 

thou camest forth with thy rivers] Rather, 
thou didst burst forth in thy rivers as the 
crocodile does from the water into which he 
has plunged. 

6. The prophet passes from the image of 
the crocodile to that of dead bodies of the 
slain heaped up on the land. Some render 
height, ‘‘foulness,”” 
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7 and the rivers shall be full of thee. And when I shall 'put thee 


4 Tsai. 13. 10. 
Amos 8, 9. 
Matt. 24, 20. 


Rev. 6. 12. § her light. 


out, ‘I will cover the heaven, and make the stars thereof dark; 
I will cover the sun with a cloud, and the moon shall not give 
All the “bright lights of heaven will I make *dark 


over thee, and set darkness upon thy land, saith the Lord Gop. 
9 I will also ‘vex the hearts of many people, when I shall bring 
thy destruction among the nations, into the countries which thou 


koh. 27.35. 10 hast not known. 


Yea, I will make many people ‘amazed: at 


thee, and their kings shall be horribly afraid for thee, when I 


?ch, 26. 16. 


shall brandish my sword before them; and 'they shall tremble 


at every moment, every man for his own life, in the day of thy 


m Jer. 46,26. 
ch, 30, 4. 


* ch, 29. 7. 
© ch. 20. 19. 


11 fall. {or thus saith the Lord Gop; The sword of the king 
12 of Babylon shall come upon thee. 
will I cause thy multitude to full, "the terrible of the nations, 
all of them : and °they shall spoil the pomp of Egypt, and all the 


By the swords of the mighty 


’, 


13 multitude thereof shall be destroyed. I will destroy also all the 


P ch, 29. 11, 


beasts thereof from beside the great waters; *ncither shall the 


foot of man trouble them any more, nor the hoofs of beasts 


14 trouble them. 


15 their rivers to run like oil, saith the Lord Gop. 


hen will I make their waters deep, and cause 


When I shall 


make the land of Mgypt desolate, and the country shall be 
5destitute of that whereof it was full, when I shall smite all 


qa Ex. 7. 5, 
ch. 6. 7. 

° 2Sam.1.17. 
ch. 26. 17, 


them that dwell therein, ¢then shall they know that I «m the 
16 Lorp. This és the "lamentation wherewith they shall lament 
her : the daughters of the nations shall lament her: they shall 


lament for her, even for Egypt, and for ull her multitude, saith 


the Lord Gop. 


17 It came to pass also in the twelfth year, in tho fifteenth day 
of the month, that the word of the Lorn came unto me, saying, 


* ch, 26. 20. 


18 {| Son of inan, wail for the multitude of Egypt, and *cast them 


down, even her, and the daughters of the famous nations, unto 
the nether parts of the earth, with them that go down into the 


tech. 31.218. 19 pit 
“ver, 21. 2h 


ch, 28. lu. 


* Tsai. 1. 31, 
& 14. 9, 10, 


¥ ver. 19. 25, 


3 Or, extinguish. 
3 Heb. lights of the light in 
heaven, 


9. when I shall bring thy destruction] i.e. 
the news of thy destruction. The phe- 
nomena here mentioned are the accompani- 
ments of the day of the Lord \Joel ii. 10; 
Luke xxi. 25) or the day of judgment. The 
fall of Pharaoh represents the fall of the 
world-power before the Sovereignty of God. 

14. A promise of a return of God’s favour. 
This concerns not the restoration of Egypt's 
original power, but the establishment of the 
Divine Ruler in the place of a heathen God- 
opposing power, 

6. daughters of the nations] Heathen king- 


loms, 
17-82. The seventh prophecy against 
Egypt. A funeral dirge founded on xxxi. 


20 laid with the uncircumcised. 
them that are slain by the sword: ‘she is delivered to the sword: 
21 draw her and all her multitudes. ~The strong among the mighty 
shall speak to him out of the midst of hell with them that help 
him: they are “gone down, they lie uncircuncised, slain by the 


3 Hel. them dark. 
* Heb. procoke to anger, 
or, grief. 


‘Whom dost thou pass in beauty ? “go down, and be thou 


They shall fall in the midst of 


5 Heb. desolate from the 
Sulness therenf, 
6 Or, the sword is laid. 


18. The figure is the same as in Isai. xiv., 
where see notes. In this dirge Pharaoh is 
especially addressed. The other nations 
are represented by their kings, the nations’ 
overthrow being depicted by the king’s body 
laid low in the grave. 

17. the month] i.e. the twelfth (see v. 1). 

19. Whom dost thou pass in beauty?) Thou 
art not more beautiful than other nations: 
thou shalt not escape their fate. 

20. she is delirered to the sword} Rather, 
the sword is put forth. Draw her down as 
one dragged to execution. 

21. The uncircumcised throughout this 
dirge is equivalent to heathen viewed as 
impure (xxxi, 18 note). 


EZEKIEL. XXXII. 


22 sword. *Asshur is there and all her company: his graves are 
23 about him: all of them slain, fallen by the sword: “whose 
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£ ver, 24. 26. 
@ Isai. 14.15. 


graves are set in the sides of the pit, and her company is round 
about her gravo: all of them slain, fallen by the sword, which 


24 *caused 'terror in the land of the living. 
all her multitude round about her gravo, all of them slain, fallen 
by the sword, which are “gone down uncircumcised into tho 
nether parts of tho carth, ‘which caused their terror in the land 


There 7s ¢lslain and ® ch. 20. 17, 
ver, 27, 32. 

¢ Jer. #4). 34, 
d ver, 21, 


© ver. 23, 


of the living; yet have they borne thoir shame with them that 
25 go down to the pit. They have set her a bed in the midst of the 
slain with all her multitude: her graves ere round about hin: 
all of them uncircumcised, slain by the sword: though their 
terror was caused in the land of the living, yet have they borne 
their shame with them that go down to the pit: he is put in the 


26 midst of them that be slain. 


q ‘There ts ’ Meshech, Tubal, and all 


f ch, 27.13. 


her multitude: her graves are round about him: all of them 


Puncircumcised, slain by the sword, though they caused their 


28 land of the living. 


30 that go down to the pit. 


9 ver. 19, 20, 


27 torror in the land of the living. *And they shall not lic with "ver. 21. 
tho mighty that are fallen of the uncircumcised, which are gone 1+ 18 
down to hell 2 with their weapons of war: and they have laid 
their swords under their heads, but their iniquities shall be upon 
their bones, though they were the terror of tho mighty in tho 

Yea, thou shalt be broken in the midst of 
the uncircumcised, and shalt lie with them that are slain with 

29 the sword. There is ‘Edom, her kings, and all her princes, ‘ch. 25, 12. 
which with their might are #laid by them that were slain by the 
sword: they shall lic with the uncircumcised, and with them 

kThere be the princes of the north, all ch. 39. 6, 


of them, and all the ‘Zidonians, which are gone down with the 
slain; with their terror they are ashamed of their might; and 


t ch. 23. 21, 


they lic uncircumcised with them that be slain by the sword, and 
31 bear their shame with them that go down to the pit. {Pharaoh 


shall sco them, and shall be “comforted over all his multitude, 


mch. 31. 16. 


even Pharaoh and all his army slain by the sword, saith the Lord 


1 Or, dismaying. 


2 Heb. with weapons of their war. 


3 Heb. given, or, put. 


eee 


93 &c. In Jer. xxv. thereis an enumera- 
tion of nations destined to be subject to the 
fury of the Chaldeans. Here we find those 
of them who had already fallen not named 
by Jeremiah. Asshuris the king of Assyria, 
representing as usual the whole nation. 
The king is surrounded by the graves of his 
people. 

24. See marg. ref. Elam answers to the 
country known to the Greeks and Romans 
as Elymais, near Persia and Media. ‘The 
Elamites were a fierce and warlike people. 
In the records of Assurbanipal his final 
triumph over Elam seems to have heen one 
of his proudest. boasts. lam no doubt in 
the decline of Assyrian power again asserted 
its independence and was again crushed by 
the Chaldean conqueror. 

27. And they shall not lic] Better, ‘Shall 
they not lie?” or, “Are they not laid?” 
‘he custom of burying warriors with their 
swords, shields, or helmets, under their 
heads is well known, and common to most 
warlike nations. 


but their iniquitics &c.] They rested in all 
the ylories of a warrior’s sepulture, but their 
sins followed them to the srave. 

30. the princes of the north] i.e. North of 
Palestine—The Tyrians and the Syrians. 

with their terror they are ashamed of their 
might] i.e. “ When their might and power 
were terrible to all, they were shorn of their 
power and delivered over to shame and con- 
fusion.” There are here six nations, Asshur, 
Elam, Meshech, ‘'ubal, Edom, Zidon, which 
alded to Egypt make up SEVEN (see XXvV. 
J note). The section which contains the pro- 
phecies against the heathen, closing with 
this description of the kings who had gone 
down to the grave, accords with the general 
purport of the whole section, viz. :—the 
declaration that all the powers of the world 
shall be annihilated to make way for the 
kingdom of God, 

81. comforted] By the knowledge that his 
ruin is no more than that of every world- 
power. 
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ech. 3. 11. 
bch. 14.17, 


or 
wit, wide 


2 Kin. 9, 17. 


Hos, 9, 8. 


ch, 18, 13, 


ver. 8, 


Sch. 3.17 


ach. 24, 23, 
4 So Isai. 
49. 14, 

ch. 37.11. 
42 Sam. 14, 


wu 2Chr.7.14. 


* ch, J, 20. 


“ch, 3. 18. 
& 18, 27, 
Pch, 18. 7, 
Ex. 22.1. 
Lev. 6. 2,4 
Sum. 5. 6. 
Luke 19. & 
r Lev. 138, 5. 
ch, 20. 11. 


32. my terror] Better “his terror,” the 
terror caused by him. 

the land of the living] The land of God’s 
It was Jehova 
raoh to be terrible to His people, and now, 
when the time is come, Pharaoh is fallen, 
and he is laid &c. 


people. 


EZEKIEL XXXII XXXIIL 


32 Gop. For I haye caused my terror in the land of the living: 
and he shall be laid in the midst of the uncircumcised with them 
that are slain with the sword, even Pharaoh and all his multitude, 
saith the Lord Gop. 


Cuap. 33. AGAIN the word of the Lorp came unto me, saying, 
2 Son of man, speak to “the children of thy people, and say unto 
them, ¥ &' When I bring the sword upon a land, if the people of 
the land take a man of their coasts, and set him for their *watch- 

3 mun: if when he seeth the sword come upon the land, he blow 
4the trumpet, and warn the people; then *whosoever hearcth 
the sound of the trumpet, and taketh not warning; if the sword 
come, and take him away, “his blood shall be upon his own 
Shead. Tle heard the sound of the trumpet, and took not warn- 
ing: his blood shall be upon him. But he that taketh warning 

6 shull deliver his soul. But if the watchman sec the sword come, 
and blow not the trumpet, and the people be not warned ; if the 
sword come, and take any person from among them, the is 
taken away in his iniquity; but his blood will I require at the 

7 watchinan’s hand. 4J/So thou, O son of man, I have set thee a 
watchman unto the house of Israel; therefore thou shalt hear 

8 the word at my mouth, and warn them from me. When I say 
unto the wicked, O wicked man, thou shalt surely die; if thou 
dost not speak to warn the wicked from his way, that wicked 
man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood will I require at 

9 thine hand. Nevertheless, if thou warn the wicked of his way 
to turn from it; if he do not turn from his way, he shall dic in 
10 his iniquity ; but thou hast delivered thy soul. J Therefore, O 
thou son of man, speak unto the house of Israel ; Thus ye speak, 
saying, If owr transgressions and our sins be upon us, and we 
11 pine away in them, *how should we then live? Say unto them, 
As I live, saith the Lord Gop, ‘I have no pleasure in the death 

of the wicked; but that the wicked turn from his way and live: 
turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways; for ‘why will ye die, O 
12 house of Isracl? 4 Therefore, thou son of man, say unto the 
children of thy people, The ‘righteousness of the righteous shall 
not deliver him in the day of his transgression: as for the wick- 
edness of the wicked, “he shall not fall thereby in the day that 
he turneth from his wickedness; neither shall the righteous be 
13 able to live for his rightcousness in the day that he sinneth. When 
I shall say to the righteous, that he shall surely live; *if he trust 

to his own righteousness, and commit iniquity, all his righteous- 
nesses shall not be remembered; but for his iniquity that he 
14 hath committed, he shall die for it. Again, °when I say unto 
the wicked, Thou shalt surely die; if he turn from his sin, and 
15 do%that which is lawful and right; if the wicked ? restore the 
pledge, ¢give again that he had robbed, walk in "the statutes of 


2 Heb. he that hearing 


3 Heb. judgment and justice. 
heareth. 


1 Heb, A lend when I bring 
« aword upon her, 


nated tothe prophetical office, undertakes his 
new duty of encouraging his countrymen to 
hope for forgiveness and restoration. rr. 
1-20 are the introduction to this third group 
of prophecies, 

1. Again) And. For vv. 1-20, cp. ch. 
xviii. notes. 


Who caused Pha- 


XXXII. to end. Ezekiel newly desig- 


EZEKIEL XXXIIL 


life, without committing iniquity; he shall surely live, he shall 
16 not die. *None of his sins that he hath committed shall be men- 
tioned unto him: he hath done that which is lawful and right; 
17 ho shall surely live. ‘Yetthe children of thy people say, ‘ho 
way of the Lord is not equal: but as for them, their way is not 
18 equal. “When the righteous turneth from his rightcousness, 
19 and committcth iniquity, he shall even die thereby. But if the 
wicked turn from his wickedness, and do that which is lawful 
20 and right, he shall live thereby. J] Yet ye say, *The way of the 
Lord is not equal. O ye house of Israel, I will judge you every 
one after his ways. 


21 And it camo to pass in the twelfth year Yof our captivity, in 
the tenth month, in tho fifth day of the month, *that ono that 
had escaped out of Jerusalem came unto me, saying, *‘The city 

22 is smitten. Now “the hand of tho Lorpd was upon me in the 
evening, afore he that was escaped came; and had opened my 
mouth, until ho camo to me in the morning; ‘and my mout 

23 was opened, and I was no more dumb. Then the word of the 

924 LorpD caine unto me, saying, Son of man, “they that inhabit 
those “wastes of the land of Isracl speak, saying, Abraham was 
one, and he inherited the land: %but wo ure many; the land is 

25 given us for inheritance. Wherefore say unto them, Thus saith 
the Lord Gop; "Ye cat with the blood, and ‘lift up your cyes 
toward your idols, and *shed blood: and shall ye possess the 

26 land? Ye stand upon your sword, ye work abomination, and 
yo ‘defile every ono his neighbour’s wife: and shall yo possess 

27 the land? Say thou thus unto them, Thus saith the Lord Gon ; 
As I live, surely ™they that are in the wastes shall fall by the 
sword, and him that is in the open field “will I givo to the 
beasts }to be devoured, and they that le in tho forts and °in the 

28 caves shall die of the pestilence. For 1 will lay the land ?most 
desolate, and the “pomp of her strength shall cease; and "tho 
mountains of Israel shall be desolate, that none shall pass 

29 through. Then shall they know that I am the Lorn, when 


1 Heb. to devour him. 2 Heb. desolation and desolation, 
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* ch. 18, 22. 


t ver. 20, 
ch. 18, 25. 


«ch, 18. 26. 


= ch, 18, 25, 


¥ch. 1. 2. 

* ch, 24. 26, 
«2 Kin,25,4. 
bch. 1. 3. 


¢ ch. 24. 27, 


@ ch. 34. 2. 


¢ ch. 36. 4 

J Isai, 61.2. 
Acts 7. 6. 

9 See Mic. 
4. 11. 

4 Gen. 9. 4, 
Lev. 3. 17. 
Deut. 12. 18. 
Sch, In. 6. 

k vb. 22. 6. 
€ch. 22. 11, 
m ver. 24. 
"ch. 39. 4 

° Judg. 6. 2, 
1 Sam. 13. 6. 
P Jer. 44. 2. 
ch. 36, 34. 
ach.7, 2k 
& 30, 6, 7. 
rch. 6.24, 3. 


SSS 


21. The date shews an interval of 14 years par to those near him, and points out that 


from the taking of Jerusalem (Jer, lii, 12). t 


The general news that the city was taken 
must have reached them, but it was only 
when the messenger arrived that the pro- 
phet’s mouth was opened. It is not im- 
probable that a body of men after the de- 
struction of the city joined their brethren 
in Chaldean; if so this would account 
for the lapse of time, and supply a reason 
why Ezekiel on their arrival should com- 
mence a new series of prophecies. 

22. was upon me...tcas opencd) For was 
read “had been.” ‘Che prophet was under 
the hand of God in ecstatic trance on the 
evening preceding the arrival of the mes- 
senger, and continued in this state until his 
arrival. 

23-88. The exhortation to repentance. 
Ezekiel first addresses the remnant that still 
linger in their ancient home, and warns 
them against presumptuous hopes resting 
.on false grounds (vz. 23-29); then he turns his 


eir apparent attention to hiy words was 
illusory. 

24. those ane The places in the Holy 
Land devastated by the conqueror. 

Abraham] The argument is, Abraham 
was but one man, and he had the promise 
of the land, though he did not at once pos- 
sess it; much more shall we, the descen- 
dants of Abraham, being many, retain this 
promise and possess the land, though for a 
time we aredepressed and subject. Up. Matt. 
iii. 9; John viii. 33, 39. 

25. To eat flesh with the blood was for- 
bidden (see marg. reff.). It seems to have 
been connected with the idolatries of Ca- 
naan. The prohibition was, on account of 
its connexion with idolatry, continued in 
the enactment of the Council of Jerusalem 
(Acts xv. 29). 

26. Ye stund upon your sword] Ye put 
your trust in your swords, 
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# Tsai. 29. 13. 


tch. 14.1. 
t ch. 8.1. 


= Ps, 73. 33. 
Tsai. 2th. 13. 
¥ Matt.13.22, 


*1Sam.3,20. 
ach. 2. 5. 


® ch. 33. 24. 


& Jer. 23, 1. 
Zech, 1. 17. 
¢ Isai. 58.13, 
Zeeh. M1. 16. 
ooh. 43. 25, 
Mic. 3.1. 
Zech. 1. 5. 
© ver. 16, 

J Luke 15. 4. 
71 Pet. 5.3. 
Ach. 33. 21. 
(1Kin.22.17, 
Mate. 9. 36, 
B Isni. 56.9, 
Jer, 12, 9. 


‘ver. 5, 6. 


™ ver. 2, 10. 


80-33. God warns the prophet against 
misled by the compliance of the 


bein 


Pea e. 
30. against thee] Rather, about thee. 


‘ Or, of thee. 


EZEKIEL, XXXIJI XXXIV. 


T have laid the land most desolate because of ell their abomi- 
30 nations which they have committed. QAlso, thou son of man, 
the children of thy people still are talking Jagainst thee by the 
walls and in the doors of the houses, and ‘speak one to another. 
eyery one to his brother, saying, Come, I pray you, and hear 
31 what is the word that cometh forth from the Lorp. And ‘they 
come unto thee *as the people cometh, and %they 4sit before 
thee «s my people, and they hear thy words, but they will not 
do them: *for with their mouth ‘they shew much love, dué 
32 ¥their heart gocth after their coyectousness. And, lo, thou art 
unto them as *a very lovely song of ono that hath a pleasant 
yoico, and can play well on an instrument: for they hear thy 
33 words, but they do them not. #*And when this cometh to pass, 
(lo, it will come,) then “shall they know that a prophet hath 
been among them. 


Cuar. 34, AND the word of the Lorn came unto mo, saying, Son 
2 of man, prophesy against the “shepherds of Isracl, prophesy, 
and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord Gop unto the shep- 
herds; "Woe be to the shepherds of Isracl that do feed them- 
3 selves! should not the shepherds feed the flocks? ¢ Ye cat tho 
fat, and ye clothe you with the wool, ¢ye kill them that are fed : 

4 but ye feed not the flock. «Tho diseased have ye not strength- 
ened, neither have ye healed that which was sick, neither havo 
ye bound up that which was broken, neither have ye brought 
again that which was driven away, neither have yo /sought that 
which was lost; but with ?force and with cruelty havo ye ruled 
5them. 4nd they were ‘scattered, “because there is no shepherd : 
‘und they became meat to all the beasts of the field, when they 
G were scattered. My sheep wandered through all the mountains, 
und upon every high hill: yea, my flock was scattered upon 
all the face of the curth, and none did search or seck after them. 

7 @ Therefore, ye shepherds, hear the word of the Lorp; As I 
8 live, saith the Lord Gop, surely because my flock became a 
wey, and my flock ‘became meat to every beast of the ficld, 
ocr there was no shepherd, neither did my shepherds search 
for my flock, ™but the shepherds fed themselves, and fed not 

S Heb. a xong of loven, 


6 Or, without a shepherd, 
and so ver. 8. 


3 Or, my people sit before thee. 
4 Heb. they muke loves, or, 


3 Hels. according to the ‘ 
seats, 


coming of the people. 


shall reign in the true kingdom. Hence 
follows a description of Messiah's reign. 

2. shepherds) Not priests or prophets, but 
rulers and kings {see Jer. ii. 8 note). The 


by the walls] Rather, within the walls. 

81. as the people cometh} Lit. as in marg. 
zc. in crowds. Render, they shall come 
unto thee like the coming of a people, and 
Shall sit before thee as Aly people &c., i.e. 
they assume the attitude of God’s people 
listening to His prophet. Cp. xiv. 1, xx. 1. 

33. And when this] But when this. 

XXXIV. ‘The prophet has yet to pro- 
nounce a judgment upon unfaithful rulers, 
whose punishment will further the good of 
those whem they have misguided. He 
shews what the rulers should have been, 
what they have been, and what in the com- 
ing times they shall be when the True King 


most ancient title for rufer is a monogram 
which occurs on the oldest monumentsdiscov- 
eredinthecuneiformcharacter. Inthe Assy- 
rian languageit hecame RIU (ep. Heb. roéh= 
shepherd). In the traditions of Berosus 
we find that Alorus, the first king in the 
world, received from the Divinity the title 
of Shepherd, The title, as well as the 
monogram, was preserved to the latest times 
of the Assyrian monarchy. While the dis- 
tress and misery of the people daily in 
creased, thelastkings of Judah exacted more 
and more from their subjects and lavished 
anaes and more on personal luxury and 
show. 


EZEKIEL XXXIV. 


9 my flock; therefore, O ye shepherds, hear the word of the 
40 Lorp; Thus saith the Lord Gop; Behold, I am against the 
shepherds; and *I will require my flock at their hand, and 
cause them to cease from feeding the flock; neither shall the 
shepherds °feed themselves any more; for I will deliver my 
flock from their mouth, that they may not be meat for them. 
11 4 For thus saith the Lord Gop; Behold, I, even I, will both 
12 search my sheep, and seek them out. 'As shepherd seeketh 
out his flock in the day that he is among his sheep that are scat- 
tered; so will I seek out my sheep, and will deliver them out of 
all places whero they have been scattered in ?the cloudy and 
13 dark day. And ?I will bring them out from the people, and 
gather them from the countries, and will bring them to their own 
land, and feed them upon the mountains of Israel by the rivers, 

14 and in all the inhabited places of thecountry. *I will feed them 
in a good pasture, and upon the high mountains of Israel 
shall their fold be: *there shall they lie in a good fold, and in 
15a fat pasturo shall they feed upon the mountains of Israel. I 
will feed my flock, and I will cause them to lic down, saith the 

16 Lord Gop. ‘I will seek that which was lost, and bring again 
that which was driven away, and will bind up that which was 
broken, and will strengthen that which was sick: but I will de- 
stroy “the fat and the strong; I will feed them *with judgmont. 

17 YJ And us for you, O my flock, thus saith the Lord Gop; *Be- 
hold, I judge between “cattle and cattle, between the rams and 
18 the *ho goats. Seemeth it a small thing unto you to have eaten 
up the good pasture, but ye must tread down with your feet 
the residue of your pastures? and to have drunk of the deep 
19 waters, but ye must fou] the residue with your fect? And as 
Jor my flock, they eat that which ye have trodden with your 
feet; and they drink that which ye have fouled with your feet. 

20 J Therefore thus saith the Lord Gop unto them; *Behold, I, 
even I, will judge between the fat cattle and between the lean 
21 cattle. Because ye have thrust with side and with shoulder, 
and pushed all the diseased with your horns, till ye have scat- 
22 tered them abroad; therefore will I save my flock, and they 
shall no more be a prey; and “I will judge between cattle and 
23 cattle. And I will set up one °shepherd over thom, and he 


§ Seb. ecoriling to the 
seeking, 


% Heb. email cattle of lumbs 


3 Heb. great he gozés. 
and kids g 4 


———. 


11, Jehovah is the shepherd of His people. 
He will do all which the shepherds should 


383 


2 ch. 3. 18. 
Heb. 13. 17. 


o ver. 2, 8. 


P ch. 30. 3. 
Joel 2. 2. 

9 Isai. 65. 9. 
Jer, 23. 3. 
ch, 28. 25. 
& 37, 21, 22. 
r Pgs, 23. 2, 


* Jer. 33.12. 


t Mic. 4. 6. 
Tsai. 40. 11, 
Mark 2. 17. 
Luke 5. 32. 
Isai. 10. 16. 
Amos 4. 1. 

= Jer. 10. 24. 
¥ ch. 20. 37, 
Zech, 10. 3. 
Matt. 265. 
32, 33. 


= ver. 17, 


@ ver. 17. 
» Tsai. 40. 11. 
Jer, 23. 4. 
John 10. 11, 
Heb, 13. 20. 
1 Pet, 2. 25. 


Ruler of His people, the administration of 
the Divine kingdom is now described, as car- 
ried on by One King, the representative of 


have done and did not. These promises 
—partially fulfilled in the return from 
Babylon, and in the subsequent prosperity 
under the Maccabees—point to the in- 
gathering of all nations in the Church of 
Christ the Good Shepherd. Cp. Matt. xviii. 
11; John x. 1-18; Rom. ix. 25-33. 

12. the cloudy and dark day} Contrasted 
with the day in which the Lord will be 
among them like a shepherd tv gather the:-n 
together again. 

6, with judyment] It is characteristic of 
Sehovah as a shepherd thot Be judges 
betweensheep and sheep, rejecting the proud 
pe ogeautins the penitent and broken- 


earted, 
20-81. Jehovah having promised to be a 


David, Whose dominion should fulfil all the 
»romises originally made to the man after 
God’s own heart. “Ezekiel does not so much 
add to, as explain and develope, the original 
promise; and as the complete fulfilment of 
the spiritual blessings, which the prophets 
were guided to proclaim, was manitestly 
never realized in any temporal prosperity of 
the Jews, and never could and never can 
be realized in any ernly Kingdom we 
recognize throughout the Sacred Volume 
the one subject of all prophecy—the Right- 
eous King, the "Anointed Prince, the Son 
and the Lord of David. 
23, one shepherd] One, as ruling over an 
undivided people, the distinction between the 
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¢ Jer, 30. 9. 


4 Jer. 234. 6. 
* Tsai. 56. 7. 


* Gen. 12, 2. 


Isai, 19, 24. 
Zech, 8. 13, 
‘ Lov. 26. 4. 
Ps. 08. 9. 
Mal. 3. 10. 

* Pg, 85. 12, 
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shall feed them, ‘even my servant David; he shall fecd them, 
24 and he shall be their shepherd. And 4I the Lorp will be their 
God, and my servant David ¢a prince among them; I the Lorp 
25 have spoken t¢. And /I will make with them a covenant of 
peace, end 9will cause the evil beasts to cease out of the land: 
and they *shall dwell safely in the wilderness, and sleep in tho 
26 woods. And I will make them and the places round about ‘my 
hill *a blessing ; and I will ‘cause the shower to come down in 
27 his season; there shall be “showers of blessing. And *the 
tree of the field shall yield her fruit, and the earth shall yield 
her increase, and they shall be safe in their land, and shall 
know that Iam the Lorn, when I have °brokon the bands of 
their yoke, and delivered them out of the hand of those that 
28 served themselves of them. And they shall no more ¢%be a 
prey to the heathen, neither shall the beast of the land devour 
them; but *they shall dwell safely, and none shall make them 


* 29 afraid. And I will raise up for them a ‘plant Jof renown, and 


they shall be no more ?consumed with hunger in the land, 
30 ‘neither bear the shame of the heathen anymore. Thus shall 
they know that *I the Lorp their God am with them, and that 
they, even the house of Isracl, are my people, saith the Lord 
31Gop. And ye my “flock, the flock of my pasture, are men, and 
I am your God, saith the Lord Gop. 


Car. 35. MOREOVER the word of the Lorp came unto me, 
2 saying, Son of man, “set thy face against "mount Scir, and 
3° ropaesy against it, and say unto it, Thus saith the Lord Gop; 

« Behold, O mount Seir, Iam against theo, and ¢I will stretch 
out mine hand against thee, and I will mako thee 2most deso- 
4 late. ¢I will lay thy cities waste, and thou shalt be desolate, 
d5and thou shalt know that Iam the Lorp. 4J/Becauso thou 
hast had a ‘perpetual hatred, and hast *shed the blood of the 
children of Israel by the ‘force of the sword in the time of their 


vation: Bo ver. 7. 


1 Or, for renown. 
oe hatred of old, ch. 25, 


2 Heb. taken awuy. 
3 Heb, desolution and deso- 


5 Heb, poured out the 
children, 
© Heb. hands. 


kingdoms of Israel and Judah having been +e. spiritual food, and in this sense also, 
done away. 


a 
plicable to the Messiah (cp. John vi. 35.) e 


my servant David] David was a fit type of 
the e King because he was a true and 
faithful servant of Jehovah. That which 
David was partially and imperfectly, Christ 
is in full perfection (cp. Matt. xii. 18; 
John v. 30; Heb. x. 7.) 

25, 26. The blessings here foretold are 
especially those of theold Covenant. Thewil- 
derness (or, pasture-country) and the 2voods, 
the places most exposed to beasts and birds 
of prey, become placesof security. Under the 
new Covenant dion and the hills around are 
representative of God’s Church; and tem- 
poral blessings are typical of the blessings 
showered down upon Christ’s Church by 
ae Who has vanquished the powers of 
evil. 

29. a plant] Equivalent to the Branch, 
under which name Isaiah and Jeremiah 
prophesy of the Messiah. The contrast 
in this verse to hunger seems to favour 
the idea that the plant was for food, 


the shame of the heathen) The shameful re- 
proaches with which theheathen assail them. 

$1. Translate Ye are my flock, the flock of 
my pasture (cp. Jer. xxiii. 1); ye are men, 
and I am your God, 

XXXV.-XXXVI_. 15. The devastation 
of Edom, andtherestorationof Israel. Edom 
was included among the nations against 
which Ezekiel prophesied (xxv. 12-14). But 
its fuller doom was reserved for this place, 
because Edom was one of the surrounding 
nations that profited at first by Judah's 
fall, and because it helps by way of con- 
trast to bring out in os marked way the 
better future designed for Israel, Edom is 
the pou Nan, God-opposing power, ever 
distinguished for its bitter hatred against 
Israel; and so the ruin of Edom is the 
triumph of Israel in the power of God. 

5. shed blood] Omit blood: better as in 
the marg. i.c. and hast given up the chil- 
dren of Isracl to the sword ; thou hast scat- 


EZEKIEL, XXXV. XXXVI. 


G calamity, %in the time that their iniquity hud an end: therefore, 
as I live, saith the Lord Gop, I will prepare thee unto blood, 
and blood shall pursue thee: “sith thou hast not hated blood, 

7 even blood shall pursue thee. ‘hus will I make mount Seir 
1most desolate, and cut off from it ‘him that passeth out and 

8 him that returneth. *And I will fill his mountains with his 
slain men: in thy hills, and in thy valleys, and in all thy rivers, 

9 shall thoy fall that are slain with the sword. 'I will make thee 
perpetual desolations, and thy cities shall not return: “and ye 

10 shall know that I am the Lorp. ¥JBecause thou hast said, 
These two nations and these two countrics shall be mine, and 
11 we will "possess it ; *whereas °the LorD was there: therefore, 
as I live, saith the Lord Gop, I will even do ?according to thine 
anger, and according to thine envy which thou hast uscd out of 
thy hatred against them; and I will make myself known among 
12 them, when I-have judged thee. And thou shalt know that I 
ain the LorD, and that L have heard all thy blasphemies which 
thou hast spoken against the mountains of Israel, saying, They 
13 are laid desolate, they are given us 3to consume. Thus "with 
your mouth ye have ‘boasted against me, and have multiplied 
14 your words against me: I have heard them. Thus saith the 
Lord Gop; #When the whole earth rejoiceth, I will make thee 
15 desolate. ‘As thou didst rejoice at the inheritance of the house 
of Israel, because it was desolate, so willsI do unto thee: “thou 
shalt be desolate, O mount Seir, and all Idumea, even all of it: 
and they shall know that I em the Lorp. 
Czar. 36, ALSO, thou son of man, prophesy unto the *mountains 

2 of Israel, and say, | Ye mountains of Israel, hear the word of 
the Lorp: Thus saith the Lord'Gop; Because "the enemy hath 
said against you, Aha, ‘even the ancient high places “are our’s 
in possession: therefore prophesy and say, Thus saith the Lord 

3 Gop; *Because they have made you desolate, and swallowed 
you up on every side, that ye might be a possession unto the 
residue of the heathen, ‘and ®ye are taken up in the lips of 

4 talkers, and «re an infamy of the people: therefore, ye moun- 
tains of Isracl, hear the word of the Lord Gop; Thus saith the 
Lord Gop to the mountains, and to the hills, to the “rivers, and 
to the valleys, to the desolate wastes, and to tho cities that are 
forsaken, which ‘became a prey and /derision to the residue of 

5S the heathon that are round about; therefore thus saith the 

Lord Gop; “Surely in the fire of my jealousy have I spoken 

1 Heb. desolation and deso- 3 Heb. fo devour. 
lation, ver. 3. 4 Heb. magnified. 


2 Or, though the Lorn was 5 Heb. Because for be- 
there. ctwuse, 


6 Or, ye are made to come 
upon the lip of the tongue. 
7 Or, bottoms, or, dates. 
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9 Ps, 137. 7. 
Dan, 9. 2%, 
Ohad. 11. 

hk Ps, 109. 17. 


i Jude. 5. 6, 
ch. 29. 11. 
Ech. 31.12. 


t Jer. 49. 
17, 18. 

ch, 25, 13, 
Mal, 1. 3, 4, 
m ch. 6. 7. 
Pg. 83. 4. 
ch, u6, 5. 
Obad. 13. 

© Ps, 4s. 1. 
& 132. 14, 
ch, 48. 35. 

» Matt. 7. 2. 
Jam, 2. 1. 
@Ps.9 16, 
ch. 6. 7. 
*1Sam.2. 3. 
Rey. 13. 6. 


# Isni. 65. 
13, 14. 

¢ Obad. 12. 
* ver. 3, 4. 


@ch. 6. 2,3. 


% ch, 25. 3. 


© Deut.32.13. 
4 ch. 33, 10. 


¢ Deut.23.37. 
1 Kin. 9. 7. 
Lam, 2, 15. 
Dan, 9. 16, 


J ch, 3b. 23, 
v Ps. 70. + 


4 Deut. 4.2L, 
ch. 33. 10. 


tered the children of Israel in confusion 
like stones poured down a mountain-side 
(Micah i. 6). 

that their iniquity had an end] Or, ‘‘of the 
iniquity of the end,” i.c. the time when by 
the capture of the city the iniquity of Israel 
came to an end (xxi, 29). 

9. return] Or, ‘‘ be inhabited.” 

10. These tivo nations] Israel and Judah. 

XXXVI. 1-15. The contrast to the pre- 
ceding. Now, when the prophet speaks, 
Judea is waste. The heathen nations 
around, and Edom in particular, rejoice in 
scorn: but the land of Israel is a holy land 


given by Jehovah to His people, and it 
shall be theirs. The promises are those of 
temporal blessings; and although these 
temporal blessings were typical of Mes- 
siah’s reign, yet we may not doubt that 
this prophecy had for its first cbject the 
return of prosperity to the land and to the 
people, after their return from Babylon. 

1. The mountains of Isract are opposed to 
Seiv, the mount of Edom (xxxv. 3). 

3. the residue of the heathen] Those of the 
surrounding nations which had survived 
yorunents fall, and may have profited by 
it. 
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ch. 33, 10. 


© Ps, 123.3,4. 
ch, 34. 29. 


‘ch. 20. 5. 


™ Tsai, 68.12. 


Amos 9, }-4. 
" Jer. 31, 27. 


° ch, 35. 9. 


» Obad. 17. 
@ See Jer. 
15. 7. 


rNum.13.32. 


# ch. 3. 20. 


? Lev. 18. 25. 
Jer. 2, 7. 
« Lev. 15.19, 


&e. 
*ch. 1. 36. 
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against tho residue of the heathen, and against all Idumea, 
iwhich haye appointed my land into their possession with the 
joy of all their heart, with despiteful minds, to cast it out for 
6aprey. Prophesy therefore concerning the land of Israel, and 
say unto tho mountains, and to the hills, to the rivers, and to 
the valleys, Thus suith the Lord Gop; Behold, I have spoken 
in my jealousy and in my fury, because ye have *borne tho 
7 shame of the heathen: therefore thus saith the Lord Gop; I 
have ‘lifted up mine hand, Surely the heathen that are about 
8 you, they shall bear their shame. J But ye, O mountains of 
Israel, ye shall shoot forth your branches, and yield your fruit 
9 to my people of Israel; for they are at hand to come. Tor, 
behold, I am for you, and I will turn unto you, and ye shall be 
10 tilled and sown: and I will multiply men upon you, all tho 
house of Israol, even all of it: and the cities shall be inhabited, 
11 and ™the wastes shall be builded: and *I will multiply upon 
you man and beast; and they shall increaso and bring fruit: 
and I will settle you after your old estates, and will do better 
unto you than at your beginnings: °and ye shall know that I am 
12the Lorp. ‘Yea, I will cause men to walk upon you, even my 
people Israel; and they shall possess thee, and thou shalt bo 
their inheritance, and thou shalt no more henceforth ?bereave 
13 them of men. (Thus saith the Lord Gop; Because they say 
unto you, *Thou Jand devourest up men, and hast bereaved thy 
14 nations; therefore thou shalt devour men no more, neither 
15 'bereaye thy nations any more, saith the Lord Gov. ‘Neither 
will I cause men to hear in thee the shame of the heathen any 
more, neithor shalt thou bear the reproach of the people any 
more, neither shalt thou cause thy nations to fall any more, 
saith the Lord Gop. 


16 Moreover the word of the LorpD came unto me, saying, 
17 JSon of man, when the house of Isracl dwelt in their own land, 
‘they defiled it by their own way and by their doings: their way 
was before mo as “the uncleanness of a removed woman. 
18 Wherefore I poured my fury upon them *for the blood that 


1 Or, cause to full. 


6. the shame of the heathen] The taunts 


reproach thee for want of fertility. Were 


which the heathen heaped upon them. 

%. Ihave lifted up mine hand] ic. I have 
sworn. Cp. marg. ref. 

their shame] They shall find their taunts 
come home to themselves. 

8. they are at hand to come] i.e. under Ze- 
rubbabel. 

13. The judgments which God sent upon 
the land, had so destroyed the inhabitants 
that men deemed it a fatal land, which 
brought destruction to all that should 
occupy it (ep. 2 K. xvii. 25). 

14, ‘bercarc] Or, as in marg. : i.c. the land 
shall not prove the ruin of its inhabitants 
by tempting them (as of old time) to the sin 
of idolatry. 

15. hear in thee the shame of the heathen] 
Hear the heathen putting thee to shame by 
their contemptuous words, 

the reproach of the people] Thy people (thy 
rightful possessors) shall have no cause to 


the blessings promised here merely tem- 
poral they could not be said to be fulfilled. 
The land is still subject to heathen masters. 
The words must point to blessings yet 
future, spiritual blessings. 

In the following chapters to the end of 
xxxix, the conflict between the world and 
God is described in its most general form, 
and the absolute triumph of the kingdom of 
God fully depicted. ‘lhe honour of God is 
asserted in the gathering together, and the 
purification of, His people. As the disper- 
sion of the children of Israel was far wider 
and more lasting than the sojourn in Chal- 
dma, so the reunion here predicted is far 
more extensive andl complete. The disper- 
sion yet continues, the reunion will be in 
those days when Israel shall be gathered 
into the Church of God. 

16-20. The defilement of the people de- 
seribed in order to its removal. 
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they had shed upon the land, and for their idols wherewith they 


19 had iaied it: and 
and t. 


I “scattered them among the heathen, 
ey were dispersed through the countries: ‘according to 


¥ ch. 22. 16. 
* ch, 7. 3. 


20 their way and according to their doings I judged them. And 
when they entered unto the heathen, whither they went, they 


“profaned my holy name, when they said to them, These are 
the people of the Lorn, and are gone forth out of his land. 
21 But I had pity *for mine holy name, which the house of Israel 


@ Tsai. 52. 5. 
Rom. 2, 21. 


® ch. 20. 9. 


22 had profaned among tho heathen, whither they went. {[There- 


fore say unto the house of Israel, 
I do not this for your sakes, O house of Israel, ‘but for mine 


Thus saith the Lord Gop; 
¢ Ps, 106. 8. 


holy name’s sake, which ye have profaned among the heathen, 
23 whither ye went. And I will sanctify my great name, which 


was profaned among the heathen, 


which ye have profaned in 


the midst of them; and the heathen shall know that I am the 


Lonrp, saith the Lord Gop, when I shall be “sanctified in you 
For ¢1 will take you from among the hea- 


24 before 'their eyes. 


" ch. 20, 41. 
ech, 34. 13. 


then, and gather you out of all countries, and will bring you 


25 into your own land. 


JThen will I sprinkle clean water upon 
you, and ye shall be clean : ’from all your filthiness, and from 
26 all your idols, will I cleanse you. A “new heart also will I give 
you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will take away 


f Isai. 62.15. 
¢ Jer, 33, 8, 


4 Jer. 32, 39. 
ch. ll. 1% 


the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart 
27 of flesh. And I will put my ‘spirit within you, and cause you ( ch, 11. 19. 
to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and (5% 42 


28 do them. And ye shall dwell in the land that I gave to your 
fathers; ‘and ye shall be my people, and I will be your God. 
29 I will also “save you from all your uncleannesses: and *I will 


1 Or, your. 


é Jer, 3, 22, 
ch. 11. 20, 

m Matt.1.21. 
Rom. 1. 26. 
% See Ps, 105. 
16, 


20. they profaned my holy name Caused 
it to be dishonoured by the heathen who 
said in scorn, ‘* This is the people of God.” 
The heathen, seeing the miserable state of 
the exiles, fancied that Jehovah was no 
more than a national god, powerless to 
protect his subjects. 

21. Thad pitu for mine holy name] Render, 
Thad a pitiful revard to Jfine Holy Name. 

25. Ezekiel the priest has in view the 
purifying rites prescribed by the Law, the 
symbolical purport of which is exhibited in 
Heb. ix. 13, 14, x. 22. As the Levites were 
consecrated with sprinkling of water, so 
should the approved rite “sprinkling of 
water” thus prescribed by the Law and 
explained by the prophets, give occasion to 
the use of water at the admission of prase- 
lytes in later days, and so to its adoption 
by John in his baptism unto repentance. 
It was hallowed by our Lord when in His 
discourse with Nicodemus, referring, no 
doubt, to such passages as these, He shewed 
their application to the Church of which He 
was about to be the Founder; and when 
He appointed Baptixm as the Sacrament of 
admission into that Church. In this Sacra- 
ment the spiritual import of the legal 
ordinance is displayed,—the second birth by 
water and the Spirit. As Israel throughout 
the prophecy of Ezekiel prefigures the 


visible Church of Christ, needing from 
time to time trial or purification—so does 
the renovated Israel represent Christ’s 
mystical Church (Eph. v. 26). ‘The spiritual 
character of the renovation presumes & 
personal application of the prophet’s words, 
which is more thoroughly brought out 
under the new Covenant (e.g. Heb. xi. 16). 
Thus the prophecy of Ezekiel furnishes a 
medium through which we, pass from the 
congregation to the individual, fron the 
letter to the spirit, from the Law to the 
Gospel, from Moses to Christ. See p. 321. 

28. ye shall be my people] Cp. 2 Cor. vi. 
16-18; Heb. viii. 10. ‘Che writers of the 
New Testament appropriated these and 
similar phrases of the Old ‘Testament to the 
Church of Christ. Between the restoration 
of the Jews (the first step) there are many 
steps towards the end—the spread of 
Christ’s Church throughout the world, the 
conversion of the Gentiles, and the acknow- 
ledgment of the true God—which justify 
men in looking forward to a time when the 
Gospel shall be preached in all the world, 
and the earth become the kingdom of God 
in a fuller sense than it has ever yet been. 
But all these are steps. Our propeces 
look beyond all this to a new heaven to 
a new earth, and to a new Jerusalem (Rev. 
xxi, 3). 
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och. 34. 29. 
P ch. 34. 27. 


@ ch. 16. 61, 
r Lev. 26, 39. 
ch. 6. 9. 


* Deut. 9. 5. 


t ver. 10. 


" Isai. 51. 3. 
ch, 28. 13. 
Joel 2. 3. 


*ch. 17. 24. 
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* See ch. 14. 
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® ver. 10, 


ach. 1. 3. 


bch. 3. 18 
Luke 4. 1. 


¢1 Sam.2.6. 
Jobn 6. 21, 
Rom. +4. 37, 
2Cer. 1. 9. 
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EZEKIEL XXXVI. XXXVII. 


call for the corn, and will increase it, and °lay no famine upon 
30 you. ? And Iwill multiply the fruit of tho tree, and the increase 
of the field, that ye shall receive no more reproach of famine 
31 among the heathen. Then ¢shall ye remember your own evil 
ways, and your doings that were not good, and ‘shall lothe 
yourselves in your own sight for your iniquities and for your 
32 abominations. *Not for your sakes do I this, saith the Lord 
Gop, be it known unto you: be ashamed and confounded for 
33 your own ways, O house of Israel. (Thus saith the Lord Gon; 
nthe day that I shall have cleansed you from all your iniquities 
T will also cause you to dwell in the cities, ‘and the wastes shall 
34 be builded. And the desolate land shall be tilled, whereas it 
35 lay desolate in the sight of all that passed by. And they shall 
say, This land that was desolate is become like the garden of 
Eden; and the waste and desolate and ruined cities are become 
36 fenced, and are inhabited. Then the heathen that are left 
round about you shall know that I the Lorp build the ruined 
places, and plant that that was desolate: *I the Lorp have 
37 spoken zt, and I will do it. Thus saith the Lord Gop; #I will 
yot for this bo enquired of by tho house of Israel, to do ¢ for 
38 them; I will ‘increase them with mon like a flock. As the 
Yholy flock, as the flock of Jerusalem in her solemn feasts: so 
shall the waste cities bo filled with flocks of men : and they shall 
know that I am the Lorn. 


Cuar. 37, THE “hand of the Lorp was upon me, and carried me out 
*in the spirit of the Lorn, and set me down in the midst of the 

2 valley which was full of bones, and caused me to pass by them 
round about: and, behold, there were very many in the open 

3 *yalley ; and, lo, they were very dry. And he said unto me, Son 
of man, can these bones live? And I answered, O Lord Gop, 

4 ‘thou knowest. {Again he said unto me, Prophesy upon these 
bones, and say unto them, O ye bones, hear the word of the 

5 Lorp. Thus saith the Lord Gop unto these bones; Behold, I 
G will ¢cause breath to enter into you, and ye shall live: and I 


will lay sinews upon you, and will bring up flesh upon you, 


’ Heb. flock of holy things. 


2 Or, chumpaign. 


86. the heathen that are left] Gathered out 
of heathendom into the community of God 
—accepted and redeemed. 

87. Their sin had prevented God’s hearing 
them. Now their purification opens God’s 
ears to their words, 

838. As the holy flock} A reference to the 
flocks and herds brought up to Jerusalem 
to he consecrated and offered unto the Lord 
(2 Chr. xxxv. 7). hus the idea is brought 
out (1) of the multiplication of the people, 
(2) of theic dedication to the service of 


God. 

XXXVII. 1-14. Ezekiel sees in a vision 
dead men raised to life; its meaning is 

iven (11-14). In it, the doctrine of the 

esurrection of the Body is at least implied. 
Such a figure would only have force with 
those who were familiar with this idea (ep. 
1 Sam. ii.6; Job xix. 25-27; Ps. xvi. 10, 
11; Dan. xii.). The vision was intended 
not only to comfort the despairing children 


of Israel—prefiguring the reinstatement of 
Israel now scattered and lifeless, as a com- 
munity restored to their home, and rein- 
vigorated with spiritual life—but also to 
impress upon them the great truth of the 
surrection, which was greatly develo 
in the Scriptures of the Old Testament, but 
found its clear and unambiguous enuncia- 
tion in the New. The prophecy concerns 
not only the Israel after the flesh but 
also the Israel of God; it points te a home in 
heaven and to a life of immortality. 

1. the valley] The same word as the plain 
(iii. 22, viii. 4), The dry bones represented 
the Israelites dispersed abroad, destitute of 
life national and spiritual. 

4. Prophesy] Not in the sense of predict- 
ing what was to come to pass, but simply in 
that of speaking under the inspiration of 
God. Inv. 5, not J will cause, but I cause 
or am causing. 
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and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and ye shall live; 

7 “and ye shall know that lam the Lorp. §SoI prophesiedas I was 
commanded: andas I prophesied, there was a noise, and behold a 

§ shaking, and the bones came together, bone to his bone. And 
when I beheld, lo, the sinews and the flesh came up upon them, 
and the skin covered them above: but there was no breath in them. 

9 {Then said he unto me, Prophesy unto the ! wind, prophesy, 
son of man, and say to the wind, Thus saith the Lord Gop; 
SCome from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon theso 
10 slain, that they may live. SoI prophesied as he commanded 
me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood 

11 up upon their fect, an exceeding great army. {Then ho said 
unto me, Son of man, these bones are the whole house of 
Israel: behold, they say, *Our bones are dried, and our hope is 
12 lost: wo are cut off for our parts. Therefore prophesy and 
suy unto them, Thus saith the Lord Gop; Behold, iO my 
peoplo, I will open your graves, and cause you to come up out 
13 of your graves, and ‘bring you into the land of Isracl. And 
ye shall know that I am the Lorp, when I have opened your 
graves, O my people, and brought you up out of your graves, 
14 and ‘shall put my spirit in you, and ye shall live, and I shall 
place you in your own land : then shall ye know that I the Lorp 

ave spoken 7¢, and performed it, saith the Lorn. 


15 The word of the Lorp came again unto me, saying, Moreover, 
16 thou son of man, “take thee one stick, and write upon it, For 
Judah, and for "the children of Israel his companions: then 
take another stick, and write upon it, For Joseph, the stick of 
17 Ephraim, and for all the house of Israel his companions: and 
ejoin them ono to another into one stick ; and they shall beccme 
18 one in thine hand. {And when the children of thy people 
shall speak unto thee, saying, ? Wilt thou not shew us what thou 
19 meanest by theso? ‘Say unto them, Thus saith the Lord Gop; 
Behold, I will take *the stick of Joseph, which 7s in the hand of 
Ephraim, and the tribes of Israel his fellows, and will put them 
with him, even with the stick of Judah, and make them one 
20 stick, and they shall be one in mine hand. And the sticks 
whereon thou writest shall be in thine hand *before their eyes. 
21 And say unto them, Thus saith the Lord Gop; Behold, ‘I will 


2 Or, breath. 
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ech 6.7. 


f ver. 5 


g Rey. 11.11. 


ADs, 141. 7. 
Isai. 49, 14. 


# Isai. 26. 19. 
Hos. 13. 14. 


E oh. 36. 24. 
ver, 25. 


' ch. 36. 27. 


m See Num. 
17. 2. 

» 2 Chr. 15. 
9 & 30. 

° See ver. 22. 
24. 


P ch. 12. 9. 
@ Zech. 10. 6. 
© ver. 16, 17. 


#ch. 12. 3. 
¢ cb. 36. 24, 


%. bone to hia bone] i.e. to its proper place in For Judah &c. 


the frame. 


To the house of David 
had remained faithful, not only Judah, but 


9. the wind) Rather, as in marg. and as in 
2. 5. The bones are the bones of the siain, 
because the scene was one which was likely 
to occur in the time of the Chaldean inva- 
sion, and the fact of violent death re- 
minded the proupe of the miserable condi- 
tion of the people. 

11. we ave cut off for our parts] That is, 
‘as for us, we are cut off.” The people 
had fallen into despair. 

16-28. A prophecy of the reunion of 
Israel and Judah, the incorporation of 
Israel under one Ruler, the kingdom of 
Messiah upon earth and in heaven. 

16. one stick] So in marg. ref. the names 
of ni tribes had been written on rods or 
sticks, 


also Benjamin, Levi, and part of Simeon, 
and individual members of various tribes 
(2 Chr. xi. 12-16), Cp. anne reff. 

Joseph...Ephraim] Cp. Ps. Ixxviii. 67; 

os. v. 5 seg. Joseph is the general name 
here for the ten tribes, including Ephraim, 
the chief tribe, and his companions. Omit 
for beforeall. All the house of Israel is here 
the ten tribes. 

19. in the hand of Ephraim] Because 
Ephraim was the ruling tribe ; the words are 
contrasted with in mine hand. 

20. This sign was literally enacted in the 
presence of the people, not, like some signs, 
merely in vision (see iii. 1 note). 

21. The peerie together of the child- 
ren of Israel was to take effect in the first 
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John 10. 16. 
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¢ ch. 36. 27. 
¢ ch, 36. 29. 
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9 Ps. 89. 3. 
Jer. 32. 40. 
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4 ch. 36. 10. 
£2 Cor. 6. 16. 
® Lev. 26. 11, 
12. 


John 1. 14. 
? ch. 11, 20. 
™ ch, 36, 23, 
R® ch. 20. 12, 


@ ch. 30. 1. 


® ch. 35. 2. 
¢ Rev, 20. 3. 


place in the return from Babylon, when the 
distinction of Israel an u f 
The full completion concerns times 


cease. 
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take the children of Israel from among the heathen, whither 
they be gone, and will gather them on every side, and bring 
22 them into their own land: and “I will make them one nation in 
the land upon the mountains of Israel; and one king shall be 
king to them all: and they shall be no more two nations, 
neither shall they be divided into two kingdoms any more at 
23 all: Yneither shall they defile themselyes any more with their 
idols, nor with their detestable things, nor with any of their 
transgressions: but *I will save them out of all their dwelling- 
places, wherein they have sinned, and will cleanse them: so 
24 shall they be my people, and I will be their God. QJAnd 
¢David my servant shall be king over them; and *they all shall 
have one shepherd: ‘they shall also walk in my judgments, 
25 and observe my statutes, and do them. ¢And they shall dwell 
in the land that I have given unto Jacob my servant, wherein 
vour fathers haye dwelt; and they shall dwell therein, even 
they, and their children, and their children’s children ¢for ever : 
26 and /my servant David shall be their prince for cyer. JMore- 
over I will make a %covenant of peace with them; it shall be an 
everlasting covenant with them: and I will place them, and 
*multiply them, and will set my ‘sanctuary in the midst of 
27 them for evermore. *My tabernacle also shall be with them: 
yea, I will bo ‘their God, and they shall be my people. 
28™And the heathen shall know that I the Lorp do “sanctify 
Israel, when my sanctuary shall be in the midst of thein for 
evermore. 


Cuap. 38. AND the word of the Lorn came unto me, saying, “Son 
2 of man, 'sct thy face against ‘Gog, the land of Magog, 'the chief 


1 Or, prince of the chief. 
overthrow of the former. This section 


refers to times subsequent to the restoration 
of Israel. As the Church (the true Israel) 


h should 


still future, when all [srael shall come in to 
acknowledge the rule of Christ. 

22. one king] The restoration of Israel to 
their native soil will lead the way to the 
coming of the pened King, the Son of 
David, Who will gather into His kingdom 
the true Israel, all who shall by faith be 
acknowledged as the Israel of God. The 
reign of the One King David is the reign of 
Christ in His kingdom, the Church. 

25, 26. An enlargement of the promises. 
The kingdom is to be for ever, the Covenant 
everlasting. is looks forward to the con- 
summation of all God’s promises (1 Cor. xv. 

27. This gives a final blessing reserved 
for God’s accepted servants. The Taber- 
nacle and Temple were outward symbols of 
His Presence. ‘The re-erection of the Temple 
by Zerubbabel was the first step to a resto- 
ration of the Presence of God. The second 
step was the Presence of Christ, first in the 
flesh, then in His Church, and fixally the 
eternal Presence of God and of the Lamb in 
the New Jerusalem (Rev. xxi.). , 

XXXVIIL, XXXIX. The last conflict 
of the world with God, and the complete 


waxes stronger and stronger, more distant 
nations will come into collision and must be 
overthrown before the triumph is complete. 
Some have thought that this prophecy is 
directed against the Scythians who had 
ssession of Asia twenty-three years, and 
in the course of this time had overrun Syria, 
and had probably made their appearance in 
the Holy Land. But in this prophecy there 
is little distinctive of one nation. It is a 
sathering together of the enemies of Je- 
ovah to make their last effort, and to be 
overthrown. The seer passes to the final 
struggle between Good and Evil, and the 
triumphant establishment of the Divine 
Rule. It is the same struggle which is de- 
picted in the Book of Revelation (xx. 7-10), 
where St. John adopts words and phrases 
of Ezekiel. 

There are four main divisions of this pro- 
phecy: (1) xxxviii. 1-13, describing Gog’s 
march; (2) xxxviii. 14-23, his punishment ; 
(3) xxxix. 1-16, his ruin ; (4) xxxix. 17-29, 
the issue of Gog’s ruin in Israel’s redemp- 
tion and sanctification. Each division is 
broken up like a poem into stanzas, 

XXXVITI. 2. Gog, &c.] Gog of the land 


EZEKIEL. 


3 prince of ¢Meshech and Tubal, and prophesy against him, and 


say, Thus saith the Lord Gop; Behold, I wn against thee, O 


4 Gog, the chicf prince of Meshech and Tubal: and ¢I will turn 
thee back, and put hooks into thy j 
forth, and all thinc army, horses and horsemen, /all of them 


XXXVIII. 391 
€ ch, 32. 26 
¢ ch. 20. 4 
jaws, and I will bring thee 
f ch. 23. 12. 


clothed with all sorts ef armour, even a great company with 


5 bucklers and shiclds, all of them handling swords: 


-orsin, 


Ethiopia, and ' Libya with them; all of them with shield and 


6 helmet: 7Gomer, and all his bands; the house of "Togarmah 
of the north quarters, and all his bands: and many people with 
prepare for thyself, thou, and 
led unto thee, and be thou a 
8 guard unto thom. ‘After many days ‘thou shalt be visited : in 
the latter years thou shalt come into the land that is brought 
back from the sword, “and is gathered out of many people, 
against “tho mountains of Israel, which have been always waste : 
but it is brought forth out of the nations, and they shall °dwell 
Thou shalt ascend and come "like a storm, 
thou shalt be @like a cloud to cover the land, thou, and all thy 
g Thus saith the Lord Gop ; 


7 thee. ‘Bo thou prepared, and 
all thy company that are assem 


9 safely all of them. 


10 bands, and many people with thee. 


7 Gen. 10. 2. 
Ach. 27. 14. 


i Like Isai, 
8.9, 10, 
Jer. 46. 3. 

k Gen. 49. 1. 
Deut. 4. 30. 
‘Isai, 29. 6. 
meh. df 1. 
«ch, 30.1, 
© Jer, 23. 6. 
ch, 34. 25. 
ver, 11. 

P Isui. 28. 2, 
a Jer. 4.13. 


It shall also come to pass, thaé at the same time shall things 
come into thy mind, and thou shalt *think an evil thought: 
11 and thou shalt say, I will go upto the land of unwalled villages ; 


I will *go to them that are at rest, ‘that dwell *safely, all of 
them dwelling without walls, and having neither bars nor gates, 


® Jer. 49. 31. 
* ver. 3. 


12 4to take a spoil, and to take a prey; to turn thine hand upon 


tthe desolate places that are now inhabited, “and upon the people 
that are gathered out of the nations, which have gotten cattle 
13 and goods, that dwell in the ‘midst of the land. *Sheba, and 
yDedan, and the merchants ‘of Tarshish, with all “the young 
lions thereof, shal! say unto thee, Art thou come to take a snoil ? 
hast thou gathered thy company to take a prey? to carry away 


ch. 36. 34. 
« ver. 8. 


= ch, 27, 2: 
¥ch. 27.1 
* ch. 27.1 
* ch, 19, 3. 


yogis 


silver and gold, to take away cattle and goods, to take a great 


14 spoil ? 
1 Or, Phut, ch. 27. 10. & purpose, 

30. 5. 3 Or, confitently. 

2 Or, conecive a mischiccous 


+ Heb, Zo spoil the epoil, 


Therefore, son of man, prophesy and say unto Gog, 


t h, 
eahita prey the prey, ch 


5 Heb, nacel, Judy, 9, 37. 


of Magog, prince of Rosh, Meshech and 
Tubal. Gog ix here the name of a captain 
from the land of Magog (ch. Gen, x, 2) 
the name of a people of the North, placed 
between Gomer tthe Cimmerians) and Aadai 
(the Medes). Inthe History of Assurbanipal 
from cuneiform inscriptions, a chief of the 
Saka (Scythians), called Ga-a-gi,is identified 
by some with Gog. Rosh, if a proper name, 
occurs in this connexion only. 

4, with all sorts] Or, ‘gorgeously ;” see 
marg. ref. Omit ‘‘ of armour.” 

5. Libya and Ethiopia, mixed with the 
northern invaders, are tribes from the 
extreme South, to shew that this is a 
general combination of the foes of God’s 
people. 

7. Spoken ironically, Make all thy pre- 
parations, they will be in vain. 

As Gog was drawn on to his attack 
upon Israel in order to his ultimate ruin, 
therefore his a cart ag were the first step 
in his visitation from the Almiglity. 


After many days] For many days. Many 
a long day shall the hand of God be upon 
thee, drawing thee on to thy ruin, and in 
the latter days shalt thou come. 

the land] Lit. a land once laid waste by 
the sword, but now delivered from it, whose 
inhabitants once scattered have been ga- 
thered together from out of many peoples. 

always} Rather, a long time. ‘The 
mountains were at the time of Gog’s ad- 
vance again cultivated and populous. 

and they shall dwell] Rather, and they 
dwell. It is a description of the actual 
condition at the time of Gog’s invasion 
(cp. Judg. xviii. 7). Such was the condi- 
tion of the restored Jews in their prosperous 
days, after which came invasion. Such shall 
be the condition of the Church previous to 
the final conflict between good and evil. 

11. unwalled villages) Cp. Zech. ii. 4, 5. 

14, God will mark the prosperous secu- 
rity of the people, and rise up against them 
as an easy prey. 
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6 Isai. 4.1. Thus saith the Lord Gop; *In that day when my people of 
¢ ver. 5 15 Israel ‘dwelleth safely, shalt thou not know it? “4And thou 
oe bi 2 shalt come from thy place out of the north parts, thou, ¢and 
; many people with thee, all of them riding upon horses, a great 
f ver. 9 16 company, and 2 mighty army: /and thou shalt come up against 
9 ver. 8 my people of Israel, as a cloud to cover tho land; %it shall be 
Ex, 14. 4. in the latter days, and I will bring thee against my land, “that 
ch. 36. 2. the heathen may know me, when I shall be sanctified in theo, O 
17 Gog, before their eyes. @JThus saith the Lord Gop; Art thou 
he of whom I have spoken in old time 'by my servants the 
prophets of Isracl, which prophesied in those days muny years 
18 that I would bring thee against them? And it shall come to 
ass at the same time when Gog shall come against the land of 
Piel. saith the Lord Gop, that my fury shall come up in ny 
‘ch. 36.5.6. 19 fuco. For ‘in my jealousy ‘and in the fire of my wrath have I 
heuer spoken, ‘Surely in that day there shall be a great shaking in 
‘ng. 2.6, 20 tho land of Israel; so that ™the fishes of the sea, and tho fowls 
Rey. 16, 18 of the heaven, and the beasts of the field, and all creoping 
™ Hos. 4.3 things that creep upon the earth, and all the men that ure upon 
" Jer. 4. 24. the face of the carth, shall shake at my presenco, “and the moun- 
Nob. 1. 5. tains shall be thrown down, and the steep places shall fall, and 
° Ps. 105.16. 21 overy wall shall fall to the ground. And I will °call for 7a 
ch. 14, 17, sword against him throughout all my mountains, saith the Lord 
aJudg. 7.22. 22 Gop: Yevery man’s sword shall be against his brother. And I 
} Sain. 1420. will “plead against him with ‘pestilence and with blood; and ‘I 
Jer. 25.31. Will rain upon him, and upon his bands, and upon the many 
: ch ar people that are with him, an overflowing rain, and “great, hail- 
Isai 29.6, 23 stones, fire, and brimstone. Thus will I magnify myself, and 
« ch, 13. 11, “sanctify myself; ¥and I will be known in the eyes of many 
eee nations, and they shall know that I am the Lorp. 
vPs.9.16, CHap. 39, THEREFORE, *thou son of man, soplieey against Gog, 
ch. 37. 28, and say, Thus saith the Lord Gon; Behold, I am against thee, 
ch. 88.2, 9 O Gog, the chief prince of Meshech and Tubal: and I will turn 
peasy thee back, and *leave but the sixth part of thee, and will cause 
« WW. 10. 


thee to come up from ‘the north 


poe and will bring thee 
3 upon the mountains of Israel: and 


will smite thy bow out of 


1 Hob. by the hands, 
2 Or, towers, or, stuirs. 
3 Or, strike thee with siz 


logues; or, draw thea 
ck with an hook of six 
teeth, a8 ch. 38, 4. 


* Heb. the sides of the 
north, 


16. I shall be sanctified in thee] I shall be 


the defeat_of Evil and the triumph of 
shewn to be holy and just in avenging My- 


God_ and His people. As the prophet 
predicted the advance of Evil under the 


self of Mine enemy. ; 

17, Goy is not mentioned by name in any 
existing prophecy before Ezekiel’s time. 
he reference here shows (1) that the con- 
flict with Gog does not represent a par- 
ticular event, but one of which the prophets 
in general had to speak; (2) that in the 
interpretation of Old ‘'estament prophecy 
we are to look beyond special fulfilments. 
Events in the world’s history come within a 
prophet’s ken as parts of the Divine adini- 
nistration whereby evil struggles against 
but is overcome by good. As every such 
conflict is a prelude to the final struggle, 
so its prediction has reference ultimately to 
the consummation here foretold. : 

XIX. The present chapter describes 


Jigure of the invasion of an actual army ; 
so he declares the overthrow of Evil by the 
Figure of a host routed and slain, and the 
consequent qeseeees of a land, partially 
overrun and disturbed. Some saline 
that this is a figure, have searched history 
to find out some campaign in the land of 
Israel, some overthrow of invaders, on 
which to fix this prophecy, and have 
assigned localities to the burial-place Hamon- 
Gog (v. 11). 

2. the chief prince] Or, “ prince of 


Rosh.” 
and leave but the sixth part of thee] Or, 
and lead thee along (LXX. and Vulg.). 
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thy left hand, and will cause thine arrows to fall out of thy 
4right hand. ‘Thou shalt fall upon the mountains of Israel, 
thou, and all thy bands, and the people that is with thee: ¢I 
will give thee unto the ravenous birds of every ‘sort, and fo the 
5 beasts of the ficld *to be devoured. Thou shalt fall upon *the 
G open ficld: for I have spoken if, saith the Lord Gon. ¢And I 
will send a fire on Magog, and among them that dwell ‘care- 
lessly in /the isles: and they shall know that I am the Lorp. 
7 9So will I make my holy name known in the midst of my pco- 
vle Israel; and I will not le¢ them *pollute my holy name any 
more: ‘and the heathen shall know that I am the Lorn, the 
8 Holy One in Israel. *Behold, it is come, and it is done, saith 
9 the Lord Gop; this és the day ‘whereof I have spoken. {And 
they that dwell in the cities of Israel shall go forth, and 
shall set on fire and burn the weapons, both the shields and the 
bucklers, tho bows and the arrows, and the *handstayes, and 
10 the spears, and they shall “burn them with fire seven years: so 
that they shall take no wood cut of the field, neither cut down 
any out of the forests; for they shall burn the weapons with 
fire: “and they shall spoil those that spoiled them, and rob 
11 those that robbed them, saith the Lord Gop. And it shall come 
to pass in that day, that I will give unto Gog a place there of 
graves in Israel, the valley of the passengers on the cast of the 
sea: and it shall stop the 7xoses of the passengers: and thero 
shall they bury Gog and all his multitude: and they shall call 
12 i¢ Tho valley of 8Hamon-gog. And seven months shall the 
house of Israel be burying of them, "that they may cleanso the 
13 land. ‘Yea, all the poople of the land shall bury them; and it 
shall be to them a renown the day that °I shall be glorified, 
14 saith the Lord Gop. And they shall sever out *men of con- 
tinual employment, passing through the land to bury with tho 
passengers those that remain upon the face of the earth, to 
cleanse it: after tho end of seven months shall they scarch. 
15 And the passengers that pass through the land, when any secth 
a man’s bono, then shall he 'sct up a sign by it, till the buriers 
Gog. 


7 
¥ Hel. men of continuance. 
10 Heb. build. 


8 Or, javelina, 

6 Or, uke a fire of them, 

7 Or, mouths, 

8 hat is, The multitude of 


t Heb. ting. 

2 Heh, fo devour. 

3 Heb. the fare of the field, 
# Or, confidently. 
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© ch. 38. 21. 
ver. 17. 
¢ ch. 33. 27. 


¢ ch. 38, 22. 
Amos J. 4. 

J Ps. 72. 10. 
9 ver, 22. 

h Ley. 8 21. 
ch. £0, #9, 
‘ch, 28. 16, 
® Rev. 10.17, 


m Tsai. 14. 2. 


Dent. 21.23, 
ver, 14, 16. 


och, 28, : 2. 


? ver, 12. 


6. The judgment is extended to the isles the 
(or, sea-coast) to shew that it should fall not 


only on Gog and his land, but on those who a passing cloud. 


valley q ssengers (or, passers-by), be- 
cause they who there lie buried were but as 
In ve, 11-15 there is a 


share Gog’s feelings of hatred and opposi- 
tion to the kingdom of God. 

9, 10. burn them with fire] Or, “kindle fire 
with them ;'? or, as in marg. The weapons 
of the army left on the field of battle shall be 
#0 numerous as to supply fuel for the people 
of the land for seren years. Seren was a 
number connected with cleansing after con- 
tact with the dead (Num. xix. 11 seq.), and 
this purification of the land by the clearance 
of heathenish spoils was a holy work (cp. 


v. 12). 

11. The Ieephet pictures to himself some 
imaginary valley (ep. Zech. xiv. 5) at the 
east of the sca, the Dead Sea, a place fright- 
ful in its physical character, and admoni- 
tory of past judgments. He calls it the 


play upon words—there were pasacnyers 
to be buried, pasrenyers to walk over their 
graves, passenycrs to bury them; for, a 
play upon the treble meaning of pass- 
ing in (invading), passing ly, and passing 
through. ] 

stop the noses] The word thus rendered 
occurs only once more in Scripture (Deut. 
xxv. 4) where it is rendered maze. Cp. 
Isai, xxxiv. 3, 

Humon-you| See marg., ev. v. 16. 

14, men of continual eipleynent Lit. as 
mary., Ze. men regularly appointed to this 
business. As the land of Israel represents 
figuratively the Church of Christ, tie puri- 
fication of that land is a proper part of the 
figure to indicate such a sanctification and 
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@ ver. 12. 
r Rev, 19,17. 
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16 have buried it in the valley of Hamon-gog. And also the name 
of the city shall be'Hamonah. Thusshall they %cleanso the land. 
17 J And, thou son of man, thus saith the Lord Gop; "Speak 
“unto every feathered fowl, and to every beast of the field, 


* Isai. 18. 6. *Assomble yourselves, and come; gather yourselves on every 
pear side to my ‘sacrifice that I do sacrifice for you, even a great 
Zeph. 1.7 sacrifice ‘upon the mountains of Israel, that yo may eat flesh, 
t ver. 4 18 and drink blood. *Ye shall cat the flesh of the mighty, and 


» Rey. 19.18. 


¥ Deut.32.14. 
Ts, 22. 12. 


y Ps, 76. 6. 
th, 38. -4 

* Rev. 19. 18. 
“ch. 33. 16, 
23. 


& Ex. 7. 4. 
¢ ver, 7, 28, 


4 ch, 36. 18, 
19, 20, 23. 


¢ Neut.31.17. 
sai. i. 2. 

J Lev. 26, 25. 

g ch. 36. 10. 


h Jer, 30. 3, 
18 


ch. 34. 13. 

& 36, 28. 
‘ch, 2. 40. 
Hos. 1. 11. 

* Dan. 9. 16. 
© Lev, 20.5,6, 
«ch. 28, 25, 
2. 


“ch, 36, 23, 
2h. 


» Isai. 64.8, 
4 Joel 2, 23, 
Zech. 12. 10, 


drink the blood of the princes of the carth, of rams, of lambs, 
19 and of ‘goats, of bullocks, all of them # fatlings of Bashan. And 
yo shall cat fat till ye be full, and drink blood till ye be drunken, 
20 of my sacrifice which I have sacrificed for you. #Thus ye shall 
be filled at my table with horses and chariots, * with mighty men, 
21 and with all mon of war, saith the Lord Gop. «And I will 
set my glory among the heathen, and all tho heathen shall seo 
my judgment that L havo executed, and "my hand that I have 
22 laid upon them. ‘So the house of Isracl shall know that I am 
23 tho Lorp their God from that day and forward. “And tho 
heathen shall know that the house of Isracl went into captivity 
for thoir iniquity : because they trespassed against me, thereforo 
thid I my face from them, and ‘gave them into the hand of 
24 their enemies: so fell they all by the sword. 9%According 
to their uncleanness and according to their transgressions have 
251 done unto them, and hid my face from them. Therefore 
thus saith the Lord Gop; *Now will I bring again the captivity 
of Jacob, and have mercy upon the ‘whole house of Israel, and 
26 will be jealous for my holy name; ‘after that they have borne 
their shame, and all their trespasses whereby they have tres- 
passed against me, when they ‘dwelt safely in their land, and 
27 none made them afraid. “When I have brought them again 
from the people, and gathered them out of their enemics’ lands, 
and “am sanctified in them in the sight of many natiens; 
28 °then shall they know that I am the Lorp their Ged, ‘which 
caused them to be led into captivity among the heathen: but I 
have gathered them unto their own land, and have left none of 
29 them any more there. P?Neither will I hide my face any moro 
from them: for I have *poured out my spirit upon tho house of 
Isracl, saith the Lord Gop. 


1 That is, The multitude. 


3 Or, slaughter. 
2 Heb. to the fowl of every wing, 


5 Heb. by wy causing of 
* Heb. great goats. 


them, fe, 


cleansing of His Church, as St. Paul de- 
scribes (ph. v. 26, 27). 

17-29. The purposes of the past dis- 
pensation shall be made clear to God’s 
sxeople themselves and to the heathen. 

is judgments were the consequence of 
their sins; and these sins once abandoned, 
the favour of their God will return in yet 
more abundance. 

Cp. Acts ii. 17. St. Peter dis- 
tinctly apprupriates these prophecies (marg. 
reff.) to the outpouring of the Holy Spirit 
on the day of Pentecost, and the in- 
auguration of the Church of Christ by that 
miraculous event. This was the beginning 
of the fulfilment. They shall find their 
consummation when time shall be no more. 

XL.-XLVIII. The subject of the 
closing chapters of Ezekiel is the restitution 


of the kingdom of God. This is expressed 
by a vision, in which are displayed not only 
arebuilt Temple, but also a reformed priest- 
hood, reorganized services, a restored mo- 
narchy, a respportioned territory, a re- 
newed people, and, as a consequence, the 
diffusion of fertility and plenty over the 
whole earth. The return from Babylon 
was indeed the beginning of this work, but 
only abeginning, introductory to the future 
kingdom of Christ, first upon earth, finally 
in heaven. The vision must therefore be 
viewed as strictly symholical; the symbols 
employed being the Mosaic ordinances. 
‘These ordinances had indeed in themselves 
a hidden meaning. The Tabernacle in the 
midst of the tents of the tribes, and after- 
wards the Temple in the capital of the land 
of inheritance, was intended to signify the 
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dwelling of Jehovah among His people ; 
the priesthood denoted the mediation 
between God and man, the monarchy the 
sovereignty of God, the people the saints of 
God, the territory their inheritance. 

Tt was probably a jubilee year when this 
vision was seen (see note on xi. 1). The 
Temple and city were in ruins, but God was 
pleased in this way to revive the hopes of 

is people. 

An examination of the vision shews the 
insufficiency of the explanation, which con- 
ceives that Ezekiel was simply guided to 
leave behind patterns on the hasis of which 
the Temple should in after days be rebuilt, 
and its services restored. Not only was this 
plan never carried out, but it was incapable 
of execution. ‘he physical features of the 
land would not admit of the separation of 
precincts a mile square, surrounded by aterri- 
tory sixteen miles by forty-eight (xlviii. 10). 
The river, though connected with the stream 
brought by conduit pipes into the actual 
‘Temple (see xlvii.), soon passes into a condi- 
tion wholly ideal, and the equal apportion- 
ment of the land to each of the twelve 
tribes is compatible neither with history 
nor geography. 

‘The minuteness of the details is due to 
the fact that it is of the essence of a vision 
that the seer has before him every line, as 
in a carefully drawn picture. The numbers 
and figures employed are not without their 
meaning. The symbolical numbers of the 
Temple of Solomon were repeated in the 
vision of Ezekiel. Among the Hebrews 
the perfect figure was the square or the 
cube, and harmony was thought to be 
attained hy exact equality, or by the repe- 
tition of like dimensions. Thus in the ideal 
‘Temple, as in the real, we find the funda- 
mental measure of 100 cubits square, which 
is maintained in the Temple-court (a, Plan 
II.) and in the court of sacrifice (B). By a 
repetition of this measurement are formed 
the other courts, the outer court (0) being a 
square of 500 cubits, the precincts (1, Plan 
TV.) a square whose sides were exactly six 
times as long. Further, the eblution set 
apart for the pe and Levites and the 
city was to be foursynarve (xlviii. 20), 
95,000 reeds, and the city itself 4,500 
reeds square with twelve gates, three on 
each side. ‘he courts communicate with 
each other and with the precincts by six 
gates (p and G, Plan IT.) equal to each other 
andsimilarly situated. ‘Che enclosing wall of 
the outer court has strange dimensions in 
order that height, width, and thickness, 
may all be equal. The minute details are 
after the same pattern. The guard-cham- 
bers, the basex of the columns, are all 


395 


square. The series of chambers for the 
Levites and for the priests are in fixed 
numbers and symmetrically placed. The 
dimensions of the brasen Altar are changed 
that one part may be the double of another 
throughout (see xliii.13). ‘The number of 
sacrifices is in certain instances increased 
and made more uniform. 

Most readers, when they have come to 
ch. xlvi., will have been struck with the 
small number of services described, and 
with the omission of one of the three great 
Festivals (see xlv. 25) and even of the Day 
of Atonement. Now if we were to expect 
to find in the vision directions for the re- 
enactment of the Temple-ritual, this would 
be quite unaccountable. But if we view these 
selected rites in relation to the Temple-build- 
ing, and give to that building its true sym- 
bolical character, all is found to be just and 
harmonious. The vision is intended to depict 
the perpetual worship of the God of Heaven 
in the Kingdom of Christ. ‘lo the mind of 
an Israelite the proper figure to represent 
this would be the ‘emple and its services, 
with people, priest, and prince, each doing 
their fitting part. ‘The most appropriate 
services to exhibit this worship would_be 
those of continual recurrence, in which day 
by day, week by week, month by month, 

wayer and praise ascended to the throne of 
eaven; viz. the Morning Sacrifice, the Sab- 
bath and the New Moon Festival. Here we 
have the Israelite symbol of perpetual public 
adoration. 

This will also account for the absence of 
all mention of the High Priest and his office. 
In the old dispensation the chief function of 
the High Priest was the performance of the 
great Act, which typified the Atonement 
wrought by the sacrifice and death of Christ 
fur the sins of the world, This Atonement 
was effected once for all upon the Cross, and 
in the new dispensation Christ appears in 
the midst of His people as their Prince and 
Head, leading and presenting their prayers 
and praises day by day to His Father in 
Heaven. 

The vision represents the coming dispen- 
sation as a kingdom (ep. xxxiv. 24). Solomon 
took a special part in the Temple services as 
king, and here there are new and remarkable 
provisions for the prince. Special offerings 
are to be made by him; there is a particular 
order for the prince’s inheritance; and one of 
the gateways is reserved for him as that by 
which the Lord, the Gol of Isracl, entered in 
(xliv. 2); and tnus is brought forth, as a 
leading feature in the vision, the figure of a 
king reivning in righteousness, the represen- 
tative of Jehovah upon earth, 
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PLAN I, 
TEMPLE-COURT AND TEMPLE OF EZEKIEL. 


s 


The Holy Place. 

The Holy of Hoties, 

. Wall of the House. 

. Side Chambers, 

. Wall of Side Chambars 
Corridor. 

Porch. 

Space of 20 Cubits. 


HAPS Oe 


“ep > 20 


ma 


ALTAR, 


T. Base(leub. high, 16cubs. 
square). 
K. Border (4 enh.) 
L. Lower Settle (2 cubs. 
high, 14 cubs, square), 
Upper Settle (# cubs. 
high, 12 cubs. square), 
N. Square Block (Harel) do. 
O. Slab with Horns (Ariel) 
(12 cubs. syuare). 


nd 
mr 


The figures are cubits of 
1s inches, 


€ 
Altar of S.crifice. 
PLAN II. 
TEMPLE-COURTS. 

a 
| [| 
Y A. Temple-Court (100 
; enbs.). 

B. Inner Court, or 

Court of Sacrifice 

j (100 cubs.). 


C. Brasen Altar. 

D, Inner Gate-Build- 
ings (50 cubs.). 

FE. Upper Pavement. 

, F. Separate Place 
(109 ends.). 

G. Outer Gate-Build- 
ings (50 cubs.). 

H. Lower Pavement. 

I. Chambers. 

K. Cooking Chambers, 

L. Priests’ Chambers, 

M. Cooking Chambers 
for Priests. 

N. Chambers for 
Singers and 
Priestsin charge. 

O. Outer Court (100 
cubs.). 

s. Stone Tables. 

T. Wovden Tablea, 


sWRERAAAAAAANBANS 3 
PTT TITILILLELLE 
WeRae heed ane cease 
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Cuar. 40. IN the five and twentieth year of our captivity, in the 
beginning of the year, in the tenth day of the month, in the four- 
teenth year after that “the city was smitten, in the sclfsame 
day “the hand of the Lord was upon me, and brought me 

2 thither. ¢In the visions of God brought he me into the land of 
Israel, 4and set me upon a very high mountain, 'by which was 
3 as the frame of a cityon the south. Andhe brought me thither, 
and, behold, there was a man, whose appearance was ‘like the 
appearance of brass, with a line of flax in his hand, ’and a 
+ measuring reed; and he stood in the gate. And the man said 
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« ch. 33, 21. 
bch. 1. 3. 
ech. 8 3. 
¢ Rey. 21.10. 


ech. 1. 7. 
Dan. 10. 6 
J ch. 47. &. 

# Rey, 11.1. 


! 


Or, upon which. 


& 21. 15. 


PLAN 
GATE-BUILDING OF 


II, 
ONE OF THE 


COURTS OF EZEKIEL’S TEMPLE. 


A. Guard-Chambers. E.Inner  Thresbold 
B. Threshold. (threshold of the 
«. Second Threshold. Porch). 


D. Second Inner 


S. Spaces. 
Threshold. 


HM. Halls. 


XL. 1. Tn the fire and twenticth year) 
This was the fiftieth year from the 18th of 
Josiah, the year of his memorable Passover 
(2 K. xxiii. 22). See i. 1 note. If that was 
a jubilee year, which is highly probable, 
this vision also falls in a jubilee year, which 
seems appropriate. ‘lhe jubilee year began 
with the month of Tisri, a sufficient rea- 
son for speaking of the time as the begin- 
ning of the year. The tenth day of this 
month was the day of Atonement (Lev. xvi. 
29, 30). 

2, by which] Better as in marg. (cp. xliii. 
12). 

- the frame of a city] Itis not « city which 
is seen, but a building (the ‘’emple and its 
courts) like a city in its construction, sur- 
rounded by massive walls. 


PLAN IV. 


THE TEMPLE COURTS AND THE 
PRECINCTS. 


A. The Temple and its Courts, 500 cubits 
square, 

B. The Precincts, 500 reeds (3000 cubits) 
square. 


on the south] southward, i.e. on the 
southern slope, just as the ‘Temple actually 
stood on Mount Moriah. The ‘Temple was 
at the North-East corner of the city—part of 
the western portion of the city being more 
to the North, but no part directly North of 
the ‘Temple. 

_ 8. the appearance of brass] Brightly shin- 
ing. 

Ae line of flax] For measuring the ground 
plan. 

«measuring vecd] For the walls (cp. Jer. 
xxxi. 38, 89). To measure implied a separa- 
tion for sacred purposes. ‘Ihe measure- 
ments are (1) exact, to shew that the promise 
is certain; (2) equal, to denote harmony; 
(3) vast, to mark majesty and grandeur. 
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Ach. 4. 


it) 


EZEKIEL, XL. 


unto me, *Son of man, behold with thine eyes, and hear with 


thine ears, and set thine heart upon all that I shall shew thee; 
or to the intent that I might shew them unto thee art thou 


ich. 43. 
& ch. 42. 


10. 


2. #8 Israel. 


brought hither: ‘declare all that thou scest to the house of 
And behold *a wall on the outside of the house round 


about, and in the man’s hand a measuring reed of six cubits 
long by the cubit and an hand breadth: so he measured tho 
breadth of the building, ono reed; and the height, one reed. 
6 4 Thon came he unto the gate 'which looketh toward the cast, 
and went up the stairs thereof, and measured the threshold of 
the gate, which was one reed broad; and the other threshold of 


7 the gate, which was one reed broad. 


And every little chamber 


aus one reed long, and one reed broad; and between the littlo 
chambers zere five cubits; and the threshold of the gate by the 
8 porch of the gate within was one recd. Te measured also tho 
9 porch of the gate within, one reed. Then measured he the 
porch of the gate, eight cubits; and the posts thereof, two 
10 cubits; and the porch of the gate was inward. And the little 
chambers of the gate eastward were three on this side, and 
three on that side; they three zere of one measure: and tho 


11 posts had one measure on this side and on that side. 


And ho 


measured the breadth of the entry of the gate, ten cubits; and 


12 the length of the gate, thirteen cubits. 


The *space also before 


the little chambers was ono cubit on this side, and the space 
was one cubit on that side: and tho little chambers were six 


13 cubits on this side, and six cubits on that side. 


He measured 


then the gate from the roof of one little chamber to the roof of 
another: the breadth was five and twenty cubits, door against 


14 door. 


lL Tleh. wdose fuce was tie way torurd the east. 


IIe made also posts of threescore cubits, even unto the 


= Heb. limit, or, botned. 


§. The boundary wall of the Temple- 
courts. See Plan IT. 

acwall on the outside of the house] The wall 
enclosing the courts in which were the en- 
trance yates. 

by the eabit and an hand breadth] The Jews 
first used a cubit of fifteen inches, applying 
it principally to the vessels and furniture of 
the Temple ; next a cubit of eighteen inches 
(a haned-breadth longer than the former 
cubit); and lastly, after the Captivity, the 
Babylonish cubit of twenty-one inches (a 
hand-breadth more), In the Temple measure- 
ments they used only the cubit of eighteen 
inches 3 hence the cubit and hand-breadth is 
the cubit of eighteen inches. 

6-16, The East vate-building. See Plan 

Each 


III. 
6. stairs] Seren in number (rv. 22). 
threshold of the gate (was) one reed 
broad (or 9 ft.). The measurements are 
being taken from E. to W., é.e, in depth. 
7. every little chamber] The guard-cham- 
bers (A) for the use of the Levites who kept 
watch in the ‘Temple. 
the threshold of the gate by the porch] The 
second threshold in the easternmost gate- 
way (c). 
porch] Heb. wlam; the LXX. aiddy; 
Vulg. vestibulum. The word probably means 


porch or portico, connected with ail = post 
or ae 

. The porch is now measured from N. to 
S. in width. The breadth of the entry of the 
gate was ten cubits, made up of the eight 
cubits, with a eubit for a post or pillar on 
each side (v. 11). 

posts] A projection like a ram’s horn; in 
architecture, a column projecting from the 
wall with its base, shaft, and capital, or it 
may be the tase only (er. 16, 49). Here 
post represents the lower part of the column, 
and the dimensions given are those of the 
section of the base. 

-10. In front of each guard-chamber were 
columns, whose posts (bases) were each one 
enbit square. 

Ll. the lenyth of the gate] The length of 
the gateway (including the porch, £.) from 
the court ta the uncovered space. The 
threshold was six cubits, and the porch sir. 
In addition one cubit was probabiy allowed 
in front of the porch, as before the porch of 
the Temple itself (r. 49). 

18, This measurement is across the gate- 
building from N. toS. The breadth of the 
oe nains was exactly half its length 

r, 15). 

14, aa of threescore cubits} Sixty cubits 

were the length of aseries of columns. ‘This 
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15 post of the court round about the gate. And from the face of 


the 
16 


gate of the entrance unto the face of the porch of the inner 
to were fifty cubits. And there were "narrow windows to the 


#1 Kin. 6 4. 


ittle chambers, and to their posts within the gate round about, 
and likewise to the arches: and windows were round about 
17 3inward ; and upon each post were palm trees. {Then brought 


he me into ™the outward court, and, lo, there were *chambers, 
and a pavement made for the court round about: °thirty 
18 chambers were upon the pavement. And the pavement by the 


w Rey. 11.2. 
* 1 Kin. 6 4. 
© ch. 45. 5. 


side of the gates over against the length of the gates was the 


19 lower pavement. 


Then he measured the breadth from the 


forefront of the lower gate unto the forefront of the inner court 
20 ‘without, an hundred cubits eastward and northward. {And 


the 


91 measured the length thereof, and the breadth thereof. 


gate of the outward court ‘that looked toward the north, he 


And 


the little chambers thereof were three on this side and three on 
that side; and the posts thereof and the ‘arches thereof were 
after the measure of the first gate: the length thereof was fifty 
92 cubits, and the breadth five and twenty cubits. And their 
windows, and their arches, and their palm trees, were after the 


measure of the 


te that looketh toward the east; and they 


went up unto it by seven steps; and the arches thereof were 


23 before thom. 


And the gate of the inner court was over 


against the gate toward the north, and toward the east; and 


24 he measured from gate to gate an hundred cubits. 


q After 


that he brought me toward the south, and behold a gate toward 
the south: and he measured the posts thereof and the arches 


25 thereof according to these measures. 


And there were windows 


in it and in the arches thereof round about, like those windows: 
the length was fifty cubits, and the breadth five and twenty 


1 Heb. closed. 
2 Or, galleries, or, porches. 


3 Or, within. 


4 Or, from without. 


5 Heb. twhore face was. 
6 Or, gulleries, or, porches. 


a nn SaaS 


ives us another feature of the gate-building. 

etween the porch (£) and the two most 
western guard-chambers was a space of five 
cubits (through which the road passed), 
forming a kind of hall with columns along 
the sides. 
(v. 16). A hall of the same dimensions was 
between the boundary wall and eastern 
guard-chambers (v. 31). It is probable 
that in one of these halls (that of the 
eastern gateway of the inner court) the 
prince ate bread on solemn festivals (xliv. 3). 

unto the post of the court round about the 
gate) This hall or colonnade extended the 
‘whole breadth of the building to the pave- 
ment (v. 18, H, Plan II.). Outside the 
building on the pavement was a series of 
pillars. 

16. The whole length of the gate-building 
was thus made up :— 


Thickness of boundary wall 6 cubits 
Hall of entrance ... i sac LDL 99 
Three guard-chambers (6 cubs.ea.) 18 ,, 
s between guard-chambers 10  ,, 
of porch ies ne we 5 
rch we sag 6 


8 
Po $6 
“60 cubits 


16. The narrow (closed and (?) latticed 
windows lit up both the guard-chambers and 
the hall. On the square base of the post 
stood the shaft in the form of a palm- 
tree, as we see in ancient buildings in the 


This hall is called the arches East 


ast. 

17-19. The outward or outer court (0, 
Plan II.)corresponds to what was in Herod’s 
temple the Court of Women, into which all 
Jews, but not Gentiles were admitted. 

17. chambers} (1) See Jer. xxxv. 2. 

« pavement] (H) Of mosaic work (2 Chr. 
vii. 3; Esther i. 6) which formed a border 
of forty-four cubits. On each side of the 
court in which there were gates, i.e. on E., 
N., and S. It was called the lower pave- 
ment to distinguish it from the pavement 
of the inner court ; the outer court being 
lower than the inner (v. 31). 

19. There were eastern, northern, and 
southern gates of entrance from the outer 
to the inner court (5). 

without] Not as in marg., but looking out- 
wards, i.e. the outward front of the inner 
gate towards the outer court. 

20-23. The gates both of the outer and 
of the inner court. Cp. Plan IT. 
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P See ver. 21, 
& 25, & 33, 
& 36. 


a Lev. 4. 2,3. 
r Lov. &. 6. 
& 6. 6. 
&7.1. 
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26 cubits. And there were seven steps to go up to it, and the 
arches thereof were before them: and it had palm trees, one on 
this side, and another on that side, upon the posts thereof. 

27 And there wus a gate in the inner court toward the south: and 
he measured from gateto gatetoward the south an hundred cubits. 

28 { And he brought me to the inner court by tho south gate: and 

29 he measured the south gate according to these measures; and 
the little chambers thereof, and the posts thereof, and the 
arches thereof, according to these measures: and there were 
windows in it and in the arches thereof round about: i was 

30 fifty cubits long, and five and twenty cubits broad. And the 
arches round about were ?five and twenty cubits long, and five 

31 cubits ‘broad. And the arches thereof were toward the utter 
court; and palm trees were upon the posts thereof: and the 

32 going up to it had eight steps. And he brought me into the 
mner court toward the cast: and ho measured the gate according 

33 to these measures. And tho little chambers thereof, and the 
posts thereof, and the arches thereof, were according to these 
measures: and there were windows therein and in the arches 
thereof round about: it was fifty cubits long, and five and 

34 twenty cubits broad. And the arches theroof were toward the 
outward court; and palm trees were upon the posts thereof, on 
this sido, and on that side : and the going up to it had eight steps. 

35 J And he brought me to the north gate, and measured 7 ac- 

36 cording to these measures; the little chambers thereof, the 
posts thereof, and the arches thereof, and the windows to it 
round about: the length was fifty cubits, and the breadth five 

37 and twenty cubits. And the posts thereof sere toward tho utter 
court ; and palm trees were upon the posts thereof, on this sido, 

38 and on that side: and the going up to it had cight steps. And 
the chambers and the entries thereof were by the posts of tho 

39 gates, where they washed the burnt offcring. And in the porch 
of the gate were two tables on this side, and two tables on that 
side, to slay thereon the burnt offering and ‘the sin offering 

40 and "the trespass offering. And at the side without, 2as one 
gocth up to the entry of the north gate, were two tables; and 
on the other side, which was at the porch of the gate, were two 

41 tables. Four tables were on this side, and four tables on that 
side, by tho side of the gate ; eight tables, wheroupon they slew 


T Heb, breadth. 2 Or, at the step. 


rr 


31. utter court] Translate outward court 
(v. 37, xlii, 1, 7, 14, xliv. 19, xlvi. 20, 21). 

arches toward the outward court] See v. 14 
note. 

eight steps] So for the East (7. 34) and 
North gates (». 37). From the precincts to 
the outer court were seren steps, from the 
outer to the inner court eight, making to- 
gether the number of the Psalms (Ps. exx.- 
exxxiv.}, supposed by some to have been 
called Psalms of Degrees, because they were 
sung by the choir of Levites upon the steps 
(degrees) of the Temple-courts. In later 
times these Psalms were used as pilgrims’ 
songs by the Jews who went up from their 
abodes in foreign countries to Jerusalem on 
the solemn feasts. 


38. the chambers] Render, and chambers, 
not yet described. They were North of the 
Altar, by the yosts or pillars in front and 
along the sides of the gate-building. There 
Were several gates in the gate-building. 

39. in the porch] Not under the covered 
portico, which was only ten cubits broad 
(x. 9), but in the ae gr formed by the porch 
and gate-front. If the gate-building pro- 
jected with its porch forward on to the 
pavement of the inner court, the tables were 
fitly placed for carrying out the directions 
of the Law. 

40. On either side of the entrance of the 
North gate (from the inner court), were two 
tables on the one side and two tables on 
the other side of the porch. 


EZEKIEL XL. 
And the four tables were of hewn stone for the 


42 their sacrifices. 
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burnt offering, of a cubit and an half long, and a cubit and an 


half broad, and one cubit high: 


the instruments wherewith they slew the 


43 and the sacrifice. 


whereupon also they laid 
burnt offering 


And within were "hooks, an hand broad, 


fastened round about: and upon the tables was the ficsh 
44 of the offering. And without the inner gate were the chambers 


of ‘the singers in the inner court, which was at the side of the 


+1 Chr. 6.31. 


north gate; and their prospect was toward the south: one at 
the side of the east gate huving the prospect toward the north. 
43 And he said unto me, This chamber, whose prospect is toward 


the south, is for tho priests, ‘the keepers of the *charge of the 
4G house. And the chamber whose prospect #s toward the north 7s 
for the priests, “the keepers of the charge of the altar: these 
are the sons of *Zadok among the sons of Levi, which come 
47 near to the Lorp to minister unto him. 


t Lev. 8. 35. 
1 Chr. 9. 23. 


«Num. 18.5. 
ch, 44. 15. 
#1 Kin. 2.36. 


So he measured the gp. 43. 19. 


court, an hundred cubits long, and an hundred cubits broad, 


1 Or, endirons, or, the tio hearthstones, 


3 Or, ward, or, ordinance: And 50 ver. 46. 


vee 


42, Omit the and were. These four tables 
are not the same as those mentioned before. 
The eight tables (rT) were for slaying and pre- 
paring the victims, and were probably of 
wood, these (8) were of hewn stone. There 
may be in the number tivelve a reference to 
the twelve tribes of Israel. 

43. hooks) The alternative renderings 
given in the margin indicate the doubtful- 
ness of the translation of the original word. 
The form is dual, and indicates that it is 
some object usually found in pairs. Some 
suggest that they were borders or ledges 
set, on either side of the tables, a hand- 
breadth from the edges, to prevent the in- 
struments placed on them from falling off. 
Tf the rendering hooks he adoptet, it is to be 
explained thus: that these hooks were set 
on the wall within, that each hook was 
forked (hence the dual form), and projected 
from the wall one span; and that on these 
hooks were hung the carcases of the slain 
animals. 

44. without] Outside of_the gate in the 
inner court. See nN, Plan IT. 

singers] These were Levites of particular 
families, those of Heman, Asaph, and 
Merari, whose genealogy is carefully traced 
up to Levi (see_marg. ref.). These cham- 
bers (x, Plan II.) may have been for the 
singers and priests who were for the time 
being engaged in the services of the ‘Temple. 
Other chambers (xlii. 1, seq.) were for the 
use of the priests at other times ; and the 
Levites and singers, when of on duty, 
would find accommodation in_the thirty 
chambers of the outer court. If there is a 
departure here from the symmetry else- 
where observed, it may be accounted for by 
the fact that as the sacrifices were to be 
made on the North side of the altar, and 
therefore the tables for the sacrifices were 
on that side only, so those who had 


charge of the house and its singers might 
have rooms near. Others correct the He- 
brew text by the LXX., and read the pas- 
sage thus :—And without the inner gate two 
chambers (i.e. rows of chambers) in the inne? 
court, one at the side of the North gate, and 
their prospect toward the South, one at the side 
of the South gate, and the prospect towards 
the North. 

45. The priests, whose chambers (L) are 
here provided, were those whose business it 
was to exercise this oversight which had de- 
volved upon them as descendants of Aaron 
(Num. iit. 32). 

46. The position of the chamber looking 
to the North commanded a view of the 
brasen Altar and the sacrifices, which were 
prepared at the North side of the Altar. 

the sons of Zadok] The priests were all de- 
scended from one or other of the two sons of 
Aaron, Eleazar and Ithamar. David dis- 
tributed the priestly offices between the 
families of Zadok, the representative of Elea- 
zar, and Ahimelech, the representative of 
Ithamar (1 Chr. xxiv. 3). From the time of 
Solomon not only the High Priesthood, but 
the priesthood itself, so far as concerned its 
service, that of offering upon the two Altars, 
seems to have been confined to the de- 
scendants of Zadok (see 1 Chr. vi. 49-53). 
Perhaps the other offices, such as those 
mentioned in v. 45, were performed by the 
descendants of Abiathar and Ithamar. Cp 
1 Sam. ii. 36, and below, xiii. 19, xliv. 16, 
xviii. 11. he priests who had_ charge of 
the sacrifices were distinguished from the 
rest of the Levitical priests, as they which 
come near to the Lord, and (xiii. 13) the 
priests that approach unto the Lord. 

47. the court) The inner court (B) where 
was the brasen Altar (xliii. 13). 

The new chapter would begin better at 
v. 48, 
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48 foursquare ; and the altar that was before the houso. 
brought me to the porch of the house, 
of the porch, five cubits on this side, 
side: and the breadth of the gate 

¥1Kin.6.3. 49 side, and three cubits on that sido. 
was twenty cubits, and the breadth 


EZEKIEL. 


XL. XLI, 


¥ And he 
and measured euch post 
and five cubits on that 
was three cubits on this 
vThe length of the porch 
eleven cubits; and he 


brought me by the steps whereby thoy went up to it: and there 


#1 Kin. 7.21. 
side. 


were *pillars by the posts, one on this side, and another on that 


Cuar. 41. AFTERWARD he brought me to the temple, and mea- 


sured the posts, six cubits broad on the one 


broad on the other side, 
2 And the breadth of the 
the door were five cubits 


*1Kin.6.20, 4 cubits; and 


2 Chr. 3. 8. 


side, and six cubits 


which was the breadth of the tabernacle. 

1door was ton cubits; and the sides of 
on the one side, and five cubits on the 
other side: and he measured 

3and the breadth, twonty cubits. Then 
measured the post of the door, two cubits; and tha door, six 

the breadth of the door, 

measured the length thereof, twenty cubits: and tho breadth, 


the length thereof, forty cubits: 
went he inward, and 


seven cubits. So *he 


twonty cubits, before the temple: and he said unto me, This is 


5 the most holy place. 
six cubits; and the 


q After he measured the wall of the house, 
breadth of every side chamber, four cubits, 


1 Or, entraneg. 


eee 


48, 49. The Porch of the House. The 
front of the ‘lemple-porch (see G, Plan 1.) 
consisted of a central opening with two 
columns on either side. ‘Two columns with 
the space between them were called a post 
of thegate. The breadth of the gate on either 
side was a side opening, that is, the open- 
ing between two columns. The columns 
having bases of a cubit square, two columns 
and the breadth of the gate, which we are 
told was three cubits, made up the Jive cubits 
on either side the central entrance, which, 
like the entrance into the Temple itself, was 
ten cubits. Thus we have twenty cubits 
for the ene. 

49, ‘The porch of Solomon’s Temple was 
twenty cubits broad and ten deep (1 K. vi. 
3). This corresponds nearly with the dimen- 
sions of Ezekiel’s porch; the difference in 
the breadth may be explained by supposing 
a space of one cubit in front of the porch 
(as vx. 11, 12). The circumstance of this 
porch being approached by stairs of he 
ably ten steps makes this more probable, a 
small space in front of the porch being 
naturally required. 

pillars by the posts] Lit. to the posts, mean- 
ing that upon the bases ( posts) stood shafts 
pula). These shafts were probably in 
the form of palm-trees (r. 16). The porch 
with its steps must have jutted into the 
lnner court. 

XLI. 1-11. The Temple. See Plan I. 

1. the Temple] Properly the Holy Place 
(A), as distinguished Goat the porch (c) and 
the Holy of Holies (B) (1 K. vi. 17, vii. 50). 

the posts} The outer wall of the Temple 
was six cubits thick (r. 5). The eastern 


posts of this wall forming part of the front 
of the Temple were ornamented with pillars, 
six cubits on each side. 

He measured the breadth] This breadth: 
was twenty cubits (v. 2). Omit which was. 
Tabernacle is here the interior (the corered 
portion) of the Temple. 

2. ‘The measurements are internal, the 
same as in the Temple of Solomon. 

8. went he inward] owards the Holy of 
Holies. It is not said, he brought me in, 
but he went in, because the Holy of Holies 
was not to be entered even by a s prleat like 
Ezekiel, but only by the High Priest once 
a year. So the Angel enters and announces: 
the measurements, 

the post of the ert On either side of the 
entrance was a pillar, the two together 
making up two cubits. ‘The first measure- 
ment of the door was from post to post, Bix 
cubits; and the second measurement, the 
breadth of the door, was the breadth of the 
actual doors which shut off the Holy of 
Holies (x. 23), and which may have been so. 
hung that each of the posts projected half a 
cubit beyond the hinge of the door (which 
opened inwards), so as to secure the com- 
plete closure of the Holy of Holies, 

4, The Temple here is the poly Lace as 
distinguished from the Most oly, the 
Oracle, which is before the Holy Place, in- 
wards. 

5. the wall of the house] This was the 
outer wall of the Temple itself. Its thick- 
ness of six cubits corresponds with the 
colossal proportions of the architecture of 
the East. 

every side chamber] the side-chambors (p). 
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6 round about the house on every side. And the side chambers 
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51 Kin 6. 


were three, }one over another, and *thirty in order; and they ® . 
entered into the wall which was of the house for the side cham- 
bers round about, that they might *have hold, but they had not 


7 hold in the wall of the house. 


And *¢there was an enlarging, 


¢1 Kin. 6. 8 


and a winding about still upward to the side chambers: for the 


winding 


about of the house went still upward round about the 


house: therefore the breadth of the house was stil upward, and 
so increased from the lowest chamber to the highest by the midst. 
& I saw also the height of the house round about: the foundations 


9 of the side chambers were ¢a full reed of six great cubits. The 


@ ch. 40, & 


thickness of the wall, which was for the side chamber without, 
waa five cubits: and that which wae left wus the place of the 


10 side chambers that were within. 


And between the chambers 


was the wideness of twenty cubits round about the house on 


11 every side. And the doors of the 


side chambers were toward 


the pluce that was lcft, one door toward the north, and another 


door toward 
12 left wus five cubits round about. 
1 Web. side chamber over 


side chamber, or, foot, 
3 Heb. be holden. 


2 Or, three and thirty times, 


the south: and the breadth of the place that was 
4] Now the building that aus 


4 Heb. it was made broader, 
and went round. 


a, 


These were a marked feature in Solomon’s 
Temple, and were probably used as store- 
houses for the furniture and property of the 
Temple. The arrangement of these side- 
chambers differed in some respects from 
that of Solomon’s ‘I'emple, the object of 
Ezekiel’s vision being throughout to bring 
all things to a more exact proportion. 

6. three, one over another, and thirty in 
order] i.e. there were three stories, and each 
story was divided into thirty chambers. 

the wall which was of the house for the side 
chambers} Not the wall of the Temple but 
another wall (v. 9) parallel to it, which 
might be said to be of the house, t.c. belong- 
ing to it. The side-chambers of Solomon’s 
Temple were built against the Temple-wall, 
but in Ezekiel’s vision the desire to keep 
the Temple still more separate and holy led 
toa fresh arrangement, viz., that another 
wall should be built at such a distance from 
the Temple-wall as to allow of chambers 
being built against it, facing the Temple- 
wall, and opening into a passage or corri- 
oat separating them from the Temple 
itself. 

that they might have hold, but they had not 
hold in the wall of the house] that they might 
have hold, but not have hold on the wall 
of the house, ic. entirely separating the 
chambers from the Temple-wall proper. 

7. an enlarging] The wall for the side- 
chambers had for the ground story its full 
thickness of five cubits (v. 9)—then it was 
diminished one cubit, so as to form a ledge 
whereon to rest the beams of the floor of 
the second story, and again was further 
diminished one cubit for the floor of the 
third story. ‘Thus there was an enlarging 
of the second story of the chambers by one 


cubit, and of the third story by two cubits 
beyond the breadth of the chambers on the 
ground-floor. 

a winding about still upward) Winding 
stairs led upward from one story to another. 

the winding about of the house] A collective 
expression for the various winding stair- 
cases to the side-chambers which extended 
on the north, west, and south sides. 

and so increased &c.| Rather, “and the 
lowest story was such that one went by 
the middle story up to the highest.” The 
winding stairs’ were not visible outside, 
so that one could not go to the upper 
story without passing through the middle 
story. 

8. the foundations of the side chambers] 
Therefore the height of the side-chambers 
from the floor was six cubits, there being 
three stories, which corresponds sufficiently 
with the twenty cubits which was the height 
of the Temple. A great culit is probably 
an architectural term to denote the line of 
junction between two stories, which would 
be that of the ceiling of the lower and the 
floor of the upper story. 

9. and that which was left] i.e. the pas- 
saye (F) between the side-chambers an the 
Temple-wall, was five cubits (z. 11). 

the place of the side chambers that were with- 
in} Within the side-chambers which be- 
long to the house. The seer is giving first 
the height of the side-chambers (v. 8), and 
then the breadth, from the outside of the 
wall of these chambers to the Temple-wall. 

0. See n, Plan I. 

11. ‘The doors of the side-chambers opened 
on to the passage or corridor, between the 
chambers and the Temple-wall. 
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before the separate place at the end toward the west was seventy 
cubits broad ; and the wall of tho building was five cubits thick 
13 round about, and the length thereof ninety cubits. So he mea- 
sured the house, an hundred cubits long; and the separate 
place, and the building, with the walls thereof, an hundrod 
14 cubits long; also the breadth of tho face of the house, and of 
15 the separate place toward the east, an hundred cubits. J And 


he measured the length of the building over against the separate 
place which wus behind it, and the ! galleries thereof on the one 
side and on the other side, an hundred cubits, with the inner 


¢ ch, 40. 16. 
ver. 26. 


16 temple, and the porches of the court; the door posts, and ‘the 
narrow windows, and the 


lleries round about on their three 


stories, over against the door, ?cieled with wood round about, 
‘and from the ground up to the windows, and the windows were 
17 covered ; to that above the door, even unto the inner house, and 
without, and by all the wall round about within and without, 


J1Kin. 6, 29, 


18 by ‘measure. And 7¢ wus made ‘with cherubims and palm 


trees, so that a palm treo was between a cherub and a cherub ; 


? See ch. 1. 
10. 


19 and every cherub had two faces; 
toward the palm tree on the one side, and the faco of a 


9so that the face of a man was 
young 


lion toward the palm tree on the other sido : ¢é wus made through 


20 all the houso round about. 


Irom the ground unto above the 


door were cherubims and palm trees made, and on the wall of 


21 the temple. 


Tho * posts of the temple were squared, and the 


faco of the sanctuary ; tho appearance of the one as the appear- 


1 Or, several walks, or, 
walks with pillare. 


12. the separate place] See y, Plan IT. 
The word occurs only in this chapter. The 
name, which seems one of discredit, has led 
to the conjecture that the purpose of this 
place and its building was to receive the 
offal of the sacrifices and sweepings of the 
courts, to be carried thence hy a postern 
gate (cp. xliii. 21). The building itself was, 
we are told, seventy cubits wide, with walls 
five cubits thick (eighty cubits in all), 
leaving ten cubits on each side to make up 
the 100 cubits from North to South. The 
length was ninety cubits, which, adding 
as before the thickness of the walls, 
zives 100 cubits in length. The whole 
Temple-building was 500 cubits from West 
to Kast, and from North to South, 500 
cubits. 

14. toward the east] The separate place was 
measured on its eastern side, for the western 
was not approachable for the purpose of 
measurement, cy! 

15. The description of certain details is 
introduced by a summary statement of what 
had been already done. 

galleries} On either side of the eastern 
front of the building on the separate place 
was a gallery of ten feet, under which was 
an approach to the building, by which the 
refuse was to be carried in by openings in 
the North and South, and then carried out 
by a western postern. ‘ 

16. gallerics] The upper story of the side- 


2 Heb. ecieling of wood. 
3 Or, and the ground tunto 


4 Hob. measures. 
5 Heb. post. 
the twindorcs, 


chambers was probably built in the form of 
an open gallery. 

over aydinst the door] The rows of the side- 
chambers extended to the front of the ‘l'em- 
ple, so that they were orer ayainst the open- 
ing, but did not extend so far as the porch, 

cieled] overlaid. Pillars, galleries, narrow 
nia were overlaid with wood (1 K. vi. 

5, 16). 


every cherub had two faces] Not as in ch. i., 
four faces. Convenience of delineation upon 
a wall may have suggested the alteration. 
he cherubic devices on the curtains of the 
Tabernacle (Ex. xxvi. 1, xxxvi. 8) were no 
doubt like the Cherubim over the Ark, of 
which we have no reason to suppose that 
each had two faces. ‘The symbolical cha- 
racter here admitted of the deviation. 

21. The posts] Not the word used before 
(see xl, 9 note). These posts are rather 
pilasters forming part of the inner walls, 

the upprarance...other] i.e. the appearance 
in this vision was the same as in the actual 
Temple (cp. xliii. 3); for, according to 
others, the front of the sanctuary resembled 
the front of the Holy Place}. 
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hThe altar of wood was three cubits high, and 


22 anco of the other. 
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4 Ex. 30. 1. 


the length thereof two cubits ; and the corners thereof, and the 
length thereof, and the walls thereof, were of wood: and he said 


5 
23 unto me, 


two leaves apiece, 
25 door, and two leaves 


This is ‘the table that 7s *before tho Lorp. ‘And 
24 the temple and the sanctuary had two doors. And the doors had 
two turning leaves; two lecves for the one 
for the other door. And there were made 


f ch. 44. 16. 
Mal. ).7, 13. 
© Ex, 30, 8. 
£1 Kin. 6 
31—35. 


on them, on the doors of the temple, cherubims and palm trees, 
like as were made upon the walls; and there were thick planks 


26 upon the faco of the porch without. And there were “narrow 
windows and palm trees on the one side and on the other side, 


m ch. 40. 16. 
ver. 16. 


on the sides of the porch, and «pon the side chambers of the 


house, and thick planks. 


Cuap. 42, THEN he brought me forth into the utter court, the 


way toward the north: and he brought me into *the chamber 
that was over against the separate place, and which was beforo 
the north. Before the length of an hundred 
and the breadth was fifty cubits. 
3 Over against the twenty cubits which were for 
and over against the pavement which was for 
4 was >gallory against gallery in three stories. 


2 the building toward 
cubits was the north door, 


ach. 41. 12, 
15. 


the inner court, 
the utter court, 


And before the * ch. 41.16. 


chambers was a, walk of ten cubits breadth inward, a way of one 
Scubit; and their doors toward the north. Now the upper 


ere 


22. The altar of wood] The Altar for in- 
oo (marg. ref.) ; altar of gold (see 1 K. vii. 


walls] The corner pieces of the Altar, 
rising into projections called in Ex. horns, 
here corners. 

a Table and Altar were convertible 
terms (Mal. i. 7). 

23-25. See marg. ref. 

25. thick plankx| Others render, leaves in 
wood (and in v. 26). 

XLII. 1. utter court] outward court, so 
v. 3. 

into the chamber...before the building] to 
the chambers (See 1, Plan II.)...over 
against &c. The building is the Temple- 
building, for this row of chambers was built 
against eighty cubits of the wall bounding 
the separate place and twenty cubits of the 
wall of the Temple-court. 

2. He brought me before a row of cham- 
bers 100 cubits long, Kast and West. The 
door of which lay on the North side of the 
chambers. ‘The priests entered from the 
outer court (0); the breadth of this block 
of chambers was fifty cubits, North and 
South (z. 8). 

8. These chambers (cp. xlvi. 19) did not 
reach to the western wall; between it and 
them lay a court for cooking (31), probably 
forty cubits by thirty ; such court with its 
approaches filled up the corner of fifty 
cubits square, as in the case of the kitchen- 
courts for the people. In these chambers 
were dining-rooms for the priests (see v. 13), 
and baths; for no priest could enter upon 
his daily ministry without having first 
bathed. The chambers extended beyond 
“‘the separate place” to the wall of the 


Temple-court, on the other side of which 
wall was the twenty cubits space. ‘The 
pavement (H) was no doubt continued 
along the Temple-wall, so that these priests’ 
chambers, like ‘the thirty chambers, stood 
upon a pavement, and were, on the East side, 
over against this pavement. 

Translate v7. 1-3: Then he brought me 
forth into the outward court, the way toward 
‘the North, and he brought me to the chambers 

which were over ayainst the separate place, 
and which were over against the building, 
towards the North along the front of the 
lenyth of an hundred cubits, with the door 
by the North, and the breadth fifty cubits 
over against the twenty cubits which were in 
the inner court, and over against the pave- 
ment which was in the outward court, gal- 
lery upon yallery in three stories. 

4. Or, In the front of the chambers was a 
gangway of ten cubits breadth [leading] in- 
ward, a path of one cubit, and their doors 
toward the north. ‘The gangway had stairs 
to the upper stories, while along the North 
front of the building there was a kerb of 
one cubit, as before the guard-chambers 
(xl. 12), on which kerb the North doors 
(leading to the basement) opened. Others 
follow the LXX. ‘And opposite the 
chambers a walk 10 cubits in width to 100 
cubits in length.” 

5. Render:—And the upper chambers 
were shortened, for galleries took off from 
them, from the lower and from the middle- 
most {chambers] of the building. The build- 
ing rose in terraces, as was usual in Baby- 
lonian architecture, and so each of the two 
upper stories receded from the one below it. 


for the galleries 'were higher than 


and than the middlemost of the build- 


but had not pillars as the 


6 ing. 
piflazs of the courts: therefore the building was straitened more 
7 than the lowest and the middlemost from the ground. And the 
wall that was without over against the chambers, toward the 
utter court on the forepart of the chambers, the length thereof 
8 was fifty cubits. For the length of the chambers that were in 
the utter court was fifty cubits: and, lo, before the temple were 


And *from under these chambers was ‘the 


entry on the east side, ‘as one goeth into them from the utter 
10 court. The chambers were in the thickness of the wall of the 
court toward the east, over against the separate place, and over 


And ‘the way before them was like the 


appearance of the chambers which were toward the north, as lon 
as they, and as broad as they : and all their goings out were both 


and according to their doors. And 
the chambers that were toward tho 


south was a door in the head of the way, even the way di- 
rectly before the wall toward the east, as one entereth into them. 
13 § Then said he unto me, The north chambers and tho south 


they be holy 


chambers, where the priests that approach unto the Lorp ¢shail 
eat the most holy things: there shall they lay the most holy 


and the sin offering, and the 
‘When the priests 
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chambers were shorter: 
these, *than the lower, 
For they were in three stories, 
9an hundred cubits. 
° ver. 4. 11 against the building. 
12 according to their fashions, 
according to the doors of 
chambers, which are before the separate place, 
4 Lev. 6 18, 
26. 
Eph 3. things, and ‘the meat offering, 
Num. 18 9, 14 trespass offering; for the place ts holy. 
Sch. 46 19. 


enter therein, then shall they not go out of the holy place into 
the utter court, but there they 
they minister; for they are holy ; 


shall lay their garments wherein 
and shall put on other gar- 


ments, and shall approach to those things which are for the people. 


1 Or, did eat of these. 
7 Or, and the building 


consisted of the lower 
and the middlemost. 


* Or, he that brought me. 
3 Or, as he came. 


3 Or, from the place. 


-_ eee 


6. The front of the higher stories was not 
supported on pillars, but there was s nar- 
rowing from the lowest [chambers] and from 
the middlemost [chambers] from the ground. 

7. The wall here must be one from N. to 
S., fencing off from the outer court the pas- 
sage along the East side of the chambers, and 
therefore fifty cubits long. 

8. the length] From N. to S. 

before the temple] ‘This describes their po- 
sition in a general way; more precisely 
they lay over against partly the separate 
place and partly the Zemple-court (v. 1). 

9. The entry from these chambers to the 
Temple-court was by a passage lying to the 
East fenced off by the walt (v.7). This pas- 
sage is describedas lying under the chambers, 
being on the busement, and also having ac- 
cess by steps to the 'emple-court, which was 
raised many steps above the outer court. 

10. Render, Breadth-wise [was] the wall 
(v. 7) towards the East; in front of the 
separate place and of the building [were] 
the chambers : ¢.c. on the East was the wall 
(geder); along the boundary wall of the 
separate place and of the building (the Tem- 
ple) lay the chambers. 


11, 12. Translate: And along the front 
of them—like (lit. as the appearance of) 
the chambers which were towards the 
North, as =e as they and as broad as 
they, and [like] all their poses out, 
and like their fashions, and like their 
doors, even so were the doors of the cham- 
bers which were towards the South; (with) 
a door at the head of the way, the way 
of the wall adjoined eastwards as‘ one 
entereth into them (the chambers). 

13. In Lev. x. 13 it was prescribed that 
the priests should eat of the sacrifices in 
the holy place. This was originally before 
the Altar in the inner court—now separate 
chambers are assigned, and these become 
the holy place for this purpose. Of the 
trespass-offering and meat-offcring what was 
not consumed was eaten (Lev. vii. 6), but 
the sin-ofering was burnt without the camp 
(xliii. 21). Probably the carcase was brought 
from the Altar to the chamber before being 
carried out. 

14. Cp. Lev. xvi. 23. 

those things iwhich are for the people) viz. 
the outer court. 
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15 J Now when he had made an end of measuring the inner house, 
he brought me forth toward the gate whose prospect és toward 
16 the east, and measured it round about. He measured the east 
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1gide with the measuring reed, five hundred reeds, with the 


17 measuring reed round about. 


18 hundred reeds, with the measurin 


He measured the north side, five 


reed round about. He 


measured the south side, five hundred reeds, with the measuring 


19 reed. 


20 hundred reeds with the measuring 
the four sides: 7it had a wall round about, “five hundred reeds 
long, and five hundred broad, to make a separation between the 


sanctuary and the profane place. 


Cuap. 43. 


3 his glory. 


that I saw *by the river Chebar; 
+4And the 
5 the gate w 


glory of the Lorp came into the house 
‘hose prospect 7s toward the 


He turned about to the west side, and measured five 


recd. He measured it by 
ch. 40. 6 
ch, 45, 2. 


rea 


FTERWARD he brought me to the gate, even the gate 
2 @thnt looketh toward the east: °and, behold, the glory of the 

God of Israel came from the way of the east: and ‘his voice 

avas like a noise of many waters: ¢and the earth shined with 
And it was ‘according to the appearance of the 
vision which I saw, even according to the vision that I saw “when 
I came /to destroy the city: and the visions were like the vision 


@ ch. 10. 10. 
5 ch. 11, 23. 
© ch. 1. 24. 
Rev. 1. 15. 
# ch. 10. 4. 
Rev. 18 1. 

¢ ch. 1. 4, 28 

4. 


& 8. 
f8o Jer.1.1€. 
and I fell i eg my face. °0°S: 3. 


y the way of ¢ 


3. 28. 
tSo the » See ch. 10. 


east. spirit took 


me up, and brought me into the inner court; and, behold, *the Ae oa as: 


6 glory of the Lorp filled the house. 


7 unto me out of the house; and 'the man stood by me. 


t Heb. wind. 
2 Or, when I came to prophesy that 


And I heard him speaking 
And he 


the city should be destroyed: See 
ch, 9, 1, 5, 


Ta 


16-19. The Precincts. The Temple and 
its courts were surrounded by an area of 
exact dimensions 3000 cubits (1500 yards 
square. See Plan IV. 

15. the inner house] The Temple and its 
courts, all that lay within the wall on the 
outside of the house (xl. 5); the gate is the 
eastern gate of the outer court. 

mearured it round about] The precincts, 
into which he had brought the seer through 
the eastern gate of the outer court. 

20. The sanctuary proper is probably here 
the Most Holy-place as distinguished from 
the rest of the Temple (xli. 23, xlv. 3); but 
the term was capable of extension first to 
the whole Temple, then to all the ground 
that was separated to holy as distinguished 
from profane, t.e. common uses. 

In the vision the courts rose on successive 
platforms, the outer court being raised 
seven steps above the precincts, the inner 
court eight steps above the outer, and the 
Temple itself ten steps above the court of 


sacrifice. 

XLIII. 111. The consecration of the 
new Temple. The glory of the God of 
Jsrael must take possession of the new 
sanctuary, as, in time past, of the Taber- 
nacle and of Solomon’s Temple. But it is 
in a different form. ‘The glory was of old 
veiled in a cloud resting on the Mercy-Seat 
of the Ark between Cherubim of carve 
wood. Now the glory appears in the form 
with which Ezekiel is familiar, in all its 


‘at 
d and the Vu 


symbolical significance (see i. 1 note). A 
personal and living God enters the sanc- 


) tuary (v. 2), condescending to occupy it, not 


merely as a fixed dwelling-place, but as & 
.centre from whence His Power and Mercy 
radiate freely to the utmost ends of the 
earth. Hence amidst the detailed prepara- 
tions of the house no mention is made of the 
Ark or Mercy-Seat, su important a part in 
the former sanctuary. The living Cherubim, 
the firmament and the rainbow of mercy, 
replace the cherubic figures and the golden 


chest. 

The Ark, having been in some way de- 
stroyed in Nebuchadnezzar’s siege, was 
never replaced. In its stead there was within 
the veil a flat stone on which the High 
Priest poured the blood on the day of Atone- 
ment. 

1. the gate] This was the eastern gate 
from the epee to the outer court. 

4, By this gate the glory of the Lord had 
epee See marg. ref. 

. the gloru of the LorD filled the house] 
Cp. marg. ref. ; Ex. xl. 34, 35. 

6. the man] Aman. Probably an Angel 
different from the man who had hitherto ac- 
companied the seer. That Angel guided, 
measured, and explained; this is present 
ony to guide. 

. he said) i.e. God said. Both the LXX. 
. break this verse into two, so 
as to make the first half the solemn words 
of dedication. Place a full stop after for 


EZEKIE 


L. XLIIL 


the place of my throne, and "the 
°where I will dwell in the midst of 


the children of Israel for ever, and my holy name, shall the 


neither they, nor their kings, 


b 
their whoredom, nor by 7the carcases of their kings in their hi y 
4] "In their setting of their threshold by my threshol 


Ss, 
ts, ‘and the wall between me and them, 
name by their abominations that 


they have committed: wherefore I havo consumed them in mine 
Now let them put away their whoredom, and ‘the car- 
cases of their kings, far from me, ‘and I will dwell in the midst 
[Thou son of man, “shew the house to the 


may be ashamed of their iniquities : 
“pattern. And if they be ashamed of 
the house, and 
and the comings 
forms thereof, and all the ordinances 


thereof, and ali the forms thereof, and all the laws thereof : and. 
write 7¢ in their sight, that they may keep the whole form there- 
12 of, and all the ordinances thereof, and do them: q This zs the 


™ Pr, 99, said unto me, { Son of man, 
pe ge place of the soles of my fect, 
° Ex, 29, 45 
Pa. 68. 16. house of Israel no more defile, 
Joel 3. 17 
Jobn 1. 14 
penay. 7 © Placos. | Trin t 
» 50, and their pos my pos’ 
Jor ais they have even defiled my holy 
fone 2 Kin 
chars, «9 anger. 
* ver. 7. 
wvere7. | 10 of them for ever. 
ats house of Israel, that they 
11 and let them measure the 
all that they have done, shew them the form of 
the fashion thoreof, and the goings out thereof, 
in thereof, and all the 
* oh. 40. 2 
limit thereof round 
13 law of the house. 
. ch. 40 5 after the cubits: »The cubit 7s 


1 Or, for thero was but a 
wall between me and 


ever; the words mark the distinction be- 
tween the new and the former sanctuary. 

7, 8. The palace of Solomon abutted upon 
the southern side of the embankment of the 
Temple-platform ; there was but a wall be- 
tween Jehovah and them. When the kings 
gave themselves up to idolatry, this vicinity 
was to the Temple a pollution and defile- 
ment. Thus it has been conjectured that 
the garden of Uzza in which Manasseh and 
Amon were buried (2 K. xxi. 18, 26), and 
on which now stands the mosque of Omar, 
was on the ‘lemple area itself; if so, 
this would explain the mention of high 
places in connexion with the defilement by 
the carcases of kings, since the platform of 
the mosque of Omar at the time of Ezekiel 
tose to a considerable height above the 
‘Yemple. 

Besides this, idolatrous kings of Judah 
did actually introduce their idolatries into 
he ere courts themselves (ep. 2 K. xvi. 

» xxi, 4), 

10. Deviation from the exact rules of the 
Mosaic ordinances was connected with the 
transgression of the people. Sothe restora- 
tion according to the pattern of the Law 
was symbolical of their return to obedi- 
ence. 

12. xlvii. 12. The law of the ordinance of 
the New Sanctuary. 


12. After the consecration, God pro- 


law of the house; Upon *the top of the mountain the whole 
about shall be most holy. Behold, this is the 
4 And these are the measures of the altar 


a cubit and an hand breadth; 


even the *bottom shall be a cubit, and the breadth a cubit, and 
the border thereof by the 
14aspan: and this shall be 


‘edge thereof round about shall be 
the higher place of the altar. And 


them, 3 Heb. bosom. 
2 Or, sum, or, number. * Heb. Zip. 


nounces the law which is to govern the ordi- 
nances of the sanctuary (cp. 1 K. viii.), first 
briefly repeating the general rule that the 
place must be kept holy to the Lord 
(cp. Rev. xxi. 27), and then roceeding to 
specific ordinances commencing with the 
Altar. 

13. The Altar of sacrifice which stood in 
the inner court, not the Altar of incense de- 
scribed xli. 22. In the Temple of the vision 
the dimensions differ from those of the 
‘Tabernacle (Exod. xxvii.1,) andof Solomon’s 
‘Temple (2 Chron. iv. 1), with a view to 
introduce definite propositions and symboli- 
cal numbers. See Pian I. ‘ 

the bottom] The base (I) of the altar so 
called, because it forms with its border (K) 
a kind of socket to receive the Jovwer settle 
(I). It was to be ‘a cubit” in depth. 

The breadth is the breadth of that portion 
of the base which was not covered by the 
lower settle. 

the hiyher 
base is calle 
rested upon it. 

14, the bottom] The basement just de- 
scribed is now called the bottom upon the 
ground. The Altar (independently of the 
bottom) was composed of two stages called 
setllcs, the base of the upper settle (M) being 
less than that of the lower (L). 


lace] the base, lit. back ; the 
a the back because the Altar 
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from the bottom upon the ground even to the lowor settle shall he 
two cubits, and the breadth one cubit; and from the lesser settle 
even to the greater settle shall be four cubits, and the breadth one 


15 cubit. 


So 'the altar shall be four cubits; and from “the altar 


16 and upward shall be four horns. And the altar shall be twelve 
cubits long, twelve broad, square in the four squares thereof. 
17 And the settle shall be fourteen cubits long and fourteen broad 
in the four squares thereof; and the border about it shall be half 


a cubit; and the bottom thereof shail be a cubit about; and his 
18 stuirs shall look toward the east. (And he said unto me, Son 
of man, thus saith the Lord Gop; 


* See x. 20. 


the altar in the day when they shall make it, to offer burnt 


19 offerings thereon, and to sprinkle blood thereon. 
shalt give to’the priests the Levites that be of the seed of Zadok, 
which approach unto me, to minister unto ine, saith the Lord 

20 Gop, ‘a young bullock for a sin offering. And thou shalt take 


of the blood 


tho four corners of the settle, and upon the border round about : 


21 thus shalt thou cleanse and purge 
bullock also of the sin offering, and he@shall burn it in the ap- 
2? pointed place of the house, ‘without the sanctuary. And on the 


28, 
These are the ordinances of 
And thou “Lev. 1. 5. 
heh. 46. 15. 
e Ex. 29. 10. 
Jove 5. 2b 
. ‘ ch. 45. 18. 
ereof, and put i¢ on the four horns of it, and on 
it. Thou shalt take the 
d Px, 20.14. 


e Heb. 13. 11. 


second day thou shalt offer a kid of the goats without blemish 
for a sin offering; and they shall cleanse the altar, as they did 
23 cleanse i¢ with the bullock. When thou hast made an end of 
cleansing #¢, thou shalt offer a young bullock without blemish, 


! Heb. Hurel, that is, the 
snountain of God, 


2 Hob. Ariel, that is, the 
tion ef God. 


to the lower settle] That is, to the top of 
rd qe settle, which was to be to cubits 

igh. 
from the lesser settle...tothe greater settle] i.e. 
from the top of the lower settle to the top 
of the upper settle, called lesser and greater, 
because the height of the /ower is less than 
that of the upper; the breadth here is the 
part of the lower settle not covered by the 
upper settle, projecting one cubit on every 


side, 

15. the altar...the altar] Seemarg. The two 
words may denote, the first a square block 
(N)_ placed upon the upper settle, the second 
a slab (O), the thickness of which is not 
given, from which rose four horns (Exod. 
xxvii. 2); and to which it seems probable that 
the victims of sacrifice were at times bound. 
(Ps. exviii. 27). Why the names Harel and 


Ariel were used must be conjectural. Afount. 


of God may have been a title naturally 
given to the place of sacrifice as elsewhere 
to the place of worship (xl. 2); Lion of 
God was a term used for the Holy City it- 
self (Isai. xxix. 1). 

16. altar] Ariel was to be an exact square 
on_all sides, Cp. Exod. xxvii. 1; v. 


xxi, 16. 

17. the settle] The lower settle (L), pro- 
jecting beyond the upper settle (M) one cubit 
on every side. 

his stairs] Jewish tradition says that the 
approach to the Altar was by an inclined 


lane, because to go up by steps was for- 
idden (Exod. xx. 26). t 

‘The number “twelve” was symbolical of 
the twelve tribes, “four,” of the earth; 
‘sixteen? is the square of “four,” and 
** fourteen ” the double of ‘ seven,” the 
number of the covenant, as being composed 
of “three,” the number of God, and of 
“four,” the number of the world. Thus 
we have in the Altar a special instance of 
Hebrew symbolism. 

18. ‘The rites here described are not those 
of the regular service, but those to be ob- 
served on the day of dedication. (Cp. Lev. 
viii. 10 seq. ; 1 K. viii. 63 seq. ; 2 Chr. vii. 4 
seq. In the ‘l'abernacle the priest slew the 
victims, but Moses sprinkled the blood. In 
the vision the seer is addressed as though 
he'were to perform the part of Moses. 

19. the seed of Zadok] See xi. 46 note. 

21. in the appointed place of the house] A. 
place within. the ‘’emple-court, but zzithout 
the sanctuary properly so called, that is to 
say, without the Temple and inner court. 
eee x probably the separate place (see 
xii. 12). 

22. they shall cleanse] By sprinkling the 
blood (v. 18). Here they marks the act as 
that of the priests. Moses did his part be- 
fore the priests were consecrated, and the 
seer could act through them. 

238—26. There was, on each of the seven 
days, a burnt-offering of a bullock and aram, 
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24 and a ram out of the flock without blemish. And thou shalt 


f Lev. 2.13. 


offer them before the Lorp, ‘and the priests shall cast salt upon 


them, and they shall offer them up for a burnt offering unto the 


9 Ex. 29. 35. 
Lev. 8. 33. 


25 Lorp. 9%Seven days shalt thou prepare every day a goat for a 
sin offering : they shall also prepare a young bullock, and a ram 


26 out of the flock, without blemish. Seven days shall they purgo 


hLev.9.1. 274And when 


the altar and ponty it; and they shall 'consecrate themselves. 
these days are expired, it shall be, that upon the 


eighth day, and so forward, the priests shall make your burnt 
offerings upon the altar, and your *peace offerings; and I will 


t Job $2. 8, 
ch. 20, 40. 

Rom. 12. 1. 
1 Pet, 2. 6, 
ch, 4.1. 


® ch. 43. 4. 


*accept you, saith the Lord Gop. 
Cuap. 44. THEN he brought me back the way of the gate of the 
outward sanctuary *which looketh toward the east; and it was 
2 shut. Then said the Lorp unto me; This gate shall be shut, it 
shall not be opened, and no man shall enter in by it; “because 


the Lorn, the God of Israel, hath entered in by it, therefore it 
3 shall be shut. J¢ ¢s for the prince; the prince, he shall sit in it 


© Gen. 31. 54. 


to ‘eat bread before the Lorp; “he shall enter by the way of 


fand I fell upon my face. And the 


well, and behold with 


in of the house, 


going forth of the sanctuary. And thou shalt say to 


toh inst the porch of that gate, and shall go out by tho way of tho same. 
"4 Then brought he me the way of the north pate before the 

¢ ch. 3, 23 house: and I looked, and, ‘behold, the glory of the Lorn filled 

fae fsx, 5 the house of the Lorn: 

veh. 4, 5. Lorp said unto me, ’Son of man, ?mar 
thine eyes, and hear with thine ears all that I say unto thee 
concerning all the ordinances of the house of the Lorp, and all 
the laws thereof; and mark well the enterin 

fe 6 with eve 

ch, 2. 5, 


! Heb. fill their hands, Ex. 29. 24. 


the “rebellious, even to the house of Israel, Thus saith the Lord 


3 Or, thank offerings, 3 Heb, set thine heurt, 


preceded hy a sin-offerenq of a bullock on 
the first day, and of a kid of the goats on 
we other days. 


Prince, to whom it was opened on certain 
days. Only a Prince of the house of David 
might sit down in the priests’ court (ep. xlvi. 


4. Salt is here added to the burnt-offering 1, 3) 


to express still more the idea of purification. 
In the second Temple no sacrifice was _com- 
jete without the use of salt, and the 
bbis assert that there was a great heap 
of ealt close to the Altar, always readv for 
use, and that the inclined plane tothe Altar 
was kept covered with salt. Cp. Mark ix. 49. 

28. conaccrate themselves] Lit. as in mary. 
(Lev. viii. 27). The priests are already 
consecrated, but the memory of their con- 
secration was thus kept up at the dedication 
of the Altar. 

27. After this inauguration the regular 
service shall be resumed, and be acceptable 
unto God (cp. Mal. i. 11). 

The Epistle to the Hebrews (viii.—x). 
helps us to recognise in this vision the 
symbol of the purification of the Church of 
God by the cleansing blood of Christ, 
Victim and Priest. 

XLIV. ‘The relation of the different 
classes of people to the Temple and its 
courts, 

1—8. The position of the Prince. 

1. outward sanctuary] The court of the 

riests, as distinguished from the Temple 
itself, This gate was reserved for the 


of ° 
2. the Lorn hath entered in] See xliii. 2. 

3. the prince] Foretold under the name 
of David (xxxiv, 24). The Rabbis under- 
stood this to be the Messiah. 

to eat bread] See Lev. ii. 3; xxiv. 9; ac- 
cording to the old Law these feasts belonged 
only to the priests; none of the rest of the 
congregation, not even the king, might 
partake of them. The new system gives to 
the prince a privilege which he did not be- 
fore possess ; the prince, asthe representative 
of the Messiah, standing ina higher position 
than the kings of old. To eat brcad ma 
also include participation in the suimels 
sacrificed, portions of which were reserved 
for those of the people who offered them. 

4—16. Admonition to the ministering 
priests, grounded upon former neglect. 

4, the north gate before the house] The 
North gate of the inner court. God expostu- 
lates with His people in the seat of their 
former idolatries (viii. 3), 

5. mark well] The careful arrangements 
made had all been intended to keep the 
‘Temple and its surroundings from profana- 
tion. Hence attention to these particulars 
is enjoined. 
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Gop; O ye houso of Israel, ‘let it suffice you of all your abomi- 

7 nations, *in that ye have broughtinto my sanctuary ™ strangers, 
™uncircumcised in heart, and uncircumcised in flesh, to be in my 
sanctuary, to pollute it, even my house, when ye offer"my bread, 
°the fat and the blood, and they have broken my covenant be- 

8 cause of all your abominations. And ye have not ?kept the 
charge of mine holy things: but ye heve set keepers of my 

9 2charge in my sanctuary for yourselves. Thus saith the Lord 
Gop; * No stranger, uncircumcised in heart, nor uncircumcised 
in flesh, shall enter into my. sanctuary, of any stranger that is 
10 among the childrenof Israel. *And the Levitesthat are goneaway 
far from me, when Israel went astray, which went astray away 
from me after their idols; they shall even bear their iniquity. 
11 Yet they shall be ministers in my sanctuary, ‘having charge at 
the gates of the house, and ministering to the house : ‘they shall 
slay the burnt offering and the sacrifice for the people, and “they 

12 shall stand before them to minister unto them. Because they 
ministered unto them before their idols, and **caused the house 

of Israel to fall into iniquity; therefore have I “lifted up mine 
hand against them, saith the Lord Gop, and they shall bear their 

13 iniquity. *And they shall not come near unto me, to do the 
office of a priest unto me, nor to come near to any of my holy 
things, in the most holy place: but they shall *bear their shame, 

14 and their abominations which they have committed. But I will 
make them keepers of the charge of the house, for all the ser- 
15 vice thereof, and for all that shall be done therein. J «But the 
priests the Levites, ‘the sons of Zadok, that kept the charge of 
my sanctuary ‘when the children of Israel went astray from me, 
they shall come near to me to minister unto mo, and they /shall 
stand before me to offer unto me the fat and the blood, saith 
16 the Lord Gon: they shall enter into my sanctuary, and they shall 
come near to *my table, to minister unto me, and they shall keep 

17 my charge. { And it shall come to pass, that when they enter in 
at the gates of the inner court, ‘they shall be clothed with linen 
garments; and no wool shall come upon them, whiles they 


411 


t ch. 45. 9. 

1 Pet. 4. 3. 
& ch. 43. 8 
Acts 2}, 28. 
' Lev. 2%. 25. 
m Lev. 26.41. 


¢2 Chr. 29. 
34. 

* Num. 16.9. 
= Isai. 9. 16. 
Mal. 2. 8. 
yP- 106. 26. 


2 Num. 18 3. 
2 Kin. 23.9. 
@ ch. $2. 30. 
b Num. 18. 4. 
1 Chr. 23. 28, 
32. 

ech. 40. 46. 
¢1Sam.2.35. 
¢ ver. 10. 


J Deut. 10. 8, 
9 ver. 7. 


A ch. 41. 22. 


i Ex, 28. 29. 


1 Heb. children of a 
stranger. 
2 Or, ward, or, ordinance: 


And so ver. 14.& 16, & 
h, 40. 


ch, 40, 45. 
3 Hel. were for a stumbling- 


block of iniquity unto, 
§c., ch, 14. 3, 4, 


7. strangers] This refers especially to 
the sin of unauthorized and unfaithful 
ho ministering in the services of the 

emple. Cp. marg. reff. 

8. mine holy things] The Altar, its sacri- 
fices, the sacred utensils, and the like. 

for yourselves} According to your own 
pleasure, not My ordinances (Num. xvi. 40). 

10, The Levites asa body had remained 
true to the Temple-service at Jerusalem (2 
Chr. xi.13); but individuals among them 
deserted to Israel probably from the first 
(see marg. reff.), as in later years some went 
over to the worship of the Samaritans on 
Mount Gerizim. ese apostate Levites 
shall bear their iniquities, they shall not be 
restored to their former rank and privileges. 

11, ministers] As, according to the new 
system, the Levites, as a body, were to 
receive their portion in the oblation (xlv. 5) ; 
the only manner in which the Levites of +. 


10 could live at all, was as part of the whole 
body, to which they were therefore reunited, 
but in the lowest grade. It is remarkable 
that the number of Levites who returned 
after the captivity was very small, not 
exceeding 400, of whom only 74 were priests’ 
assistants (Ezra ii, 40—42; ep. vill. 15— 


19). The gap in their number was filled up 
by 220 Nethinim (given ones), probably 
ori: who, 


ginally strangers and captives, 
although employed in the Temple services, 
were held by the Jews in the lowest repute. 

12. lifted up mine hand] t.e. The Lord 
mvare (xx. 5), that they should bear their 
iniquities. 

17—81. Regulations as to the priests’ ser- 
vices. The garments of the priests aro 
defined and various rules prescribed in the 
Law are repeated with some additions in 
order to denote additional care to avoid 
uncleanness. 
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& Ex. 24, 40 
42, & 39, 23. 


?ch. 42 14. 


™ ch, 46, 20, 
Matt, 24. 17, 


« Lev, 21. 8. 
+ Lev. 10.9. 


» Lov. 21.7. 


4 Lev. 10,10. 
ch, 22. 26, 
Mal. 2. 7. 

r Deut. 17.8. 
2 Chr. 10. 8, 
10. 


*See ch. 22. 
mu 


£ Lav. 31.1, 
«Num. 6, 10. 


= ver. 17. 

y Lev. 4. 3. 
= Niin.18.20. 
Deat. 1s. 1. 
Josh, 13. 14. 
* Lev. 6. 18. 
& 7.6. 

» Lev. 27, 21, 
og 


Num. 18. 14, 
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18 minister in the gates of the innor court, and within. ‘They shall 
have linen bonnets upon their heads, and shall have linen breeches 
upon their loins; they shall not gird themselves “with any thing 

19 that causeth sweat. And when they go forth into the utter court, 
even into the utter court to the people, ‘they shall put off their 
garments wherein they ministered, and lay them in the holy 
chambers, and they shall put on other garments; and they shail 

20 “not sanctify the people with their garments. Neither shall 
they shave their heads, nor suffer their locks to grow long; they 

21 shall only poll their heads. Neither shall any priest drin 

22 wine, when they enter into the inner court. Neither shall they 
take for their wives a ? widow, nor her that is ®put away: but 
they shall take maidens of the seed of the house of Isracl, or a 

23 widow ‘that had a priest before. And ¢%they shall teach my 
people the difference between the holy and profane, and cause 

24 them to discern between the unclean and the clean. And *in 
controversy they shall stand in judgment; and they shall judge 
it according to my judgments: and they shall keep my laws and 
my statutes in all mine assemblies; ‘and they shall hallow my 

25 sabbaths. And they shall come at no ‘dead person to defile 
themselves: but for father, or for mother, or for son, or for 
daughter, for brother, or for sister that hath had no husband, 

26 they may defile themselves. And “after he is cleansed, they 

27 shall reckon unto him seven days. And in the day that he goeth 
into the sanctuary, “unto the inner court, to minister in the 
sanctuary, “he shall offer his sin offering, saith the Lord Gop. 

28 And it shall be unto them for an inheritance: I ‘am their in- 
heritance: and ye shall give them no possession in Isracl : I am 

29 their possession. *They shall cat the meat offering, and the sin 
offering, and the trespass offering; and every * dedicated thing 


2 Or, in sweating places. 5 Or, devoted. 


3 Heh. thrust forth. 
2 Heb. in, or, with aweat. 


+ Heb. from a priest, 


18. The material of which the four vest- 


necessity for holiness in all Christians, and 
the exclusion of the uncircumcised in heart 


ments of the ordinary priest were made 
was “ linen,” or, more accuratcly, “byssus? 
the cotton stuff of Egypt. ‘The two special 
qualities of the byssus—white and shining— 
are characteristic, and on them part of the 
symbolic meaning depended. Cp. Rev. 


xix. 8, 

19. they shall not sanctify the pie] 
They shall not touch the people with their 
holy garments. ‘I'he ward sanctify is used 
because the effect of touching was to sepa- 
rate as holy the persons or thingsso touched 
(Exod. xxix. 37, xxx. 29; ep. Lev. vi. 18). 
The priests wore the distinctive dress, only 
while performing in the Temple strictly 
sacrificial services. 

The holy chambers ; see xlii. 1 seq. 

22. Restrictions and exceptions intended 
to mark the holiness of the office of a priest, 
imposing on him additional (cp. marg. ref.) 
obligations to purity, and communicating it 
in some degree to his wife. In the Christian 
Church all the members are pricats (1 Peter 
ii. 5; Rev. i. 6, xx. 6). Hence the direc- 
tions for maintaining the holiness of the 
priesthood in the new order, represent the 


and in flesh is equivalent to the exclusion 
of all that defileth from the New Jerusalem 
(Rev. xxi. 27). 

24. There was in Herod’s Temple a 
council of priests, whose special duty it 
was to regulate every thing connected with 
the gr aeaeel They did not ordinarily 
busy themselves with criminal questione, 
although they took a leading’ part in the 
condemnation of Jesus (Mark xv. 1). 

28, it shall be unto them) ‘The remains of 
the sacrifices were a chief source of the 

riests’ support. The burnt offerings 

ing entirely consumed, the priests had 
the skins, which yielded a considerable 
revenue ; meat- and drink -offerings be- 
longed entirely to them. Sin-offerings and 
trepass-offerings, except in particular cases, 
also belonged to the priests and were par- 
taken of in the Temple. Of the peace- 
offerings a portion dedicated to the Lord 
by waving was left for the priests, and the 
rest eaten by the officers and their friends, 
either in the courts of the Temple, or 
at least within Jerusalem. The kitchen- 
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80 in Israel shall be their’s. 


And the '*first of all the firstfruits of 
all things, and every oblation of all, of every soré of your obla- 
tions, shall be the priest’s: ye ¢shall also give unto the priest the 
first of your dough, ‘that he may cause tho blessing to rest in 

31 thine house. The priests shall not eut of any thing that is dead 
of itself, or torn, whether it be fowl or beast. 

Cuap. 45, MOREOVER, ?when ye shall ¢divide by lot the land 
for imkeritance, ye shall "offer an oblation unto the Lorn, 4an 
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¢ Ex. 13, 2, 
Num. 3. 13. 


&Num. 15.20. 
Neh, 10, 37, 
e Prov. 3. 9. 
Mal. 3. 10. 
S Ex, 22. 31. 
Lev. 22. 8. 
“ch. 47, 22. 
6 ch. 43. 8 


holy portion of the land: the length shall be the length of five 
and twenty thousand reeds, and the breadth ehall be ten thou- 
sand. This sha/l be holy in all the borders thereof round about. 


2 Of this there shall be for the sanctuary ‘five hundred in length, 


¢ ch. 43. 2 


with five hundred in breadth, square round about; and fifty 
3 cubits round about for the ‘suburbs thereof. And of this mea- 
sure shalt thou measure the length of five and twenty thousand, 


and the breadth of ten thousand: ¢and in it shall be the sanc- 
‘The holy portion of the land 
shall be for the priests the ministers of the sanctuary, which 


4 tuary and the most holy place. 


@ ch, 48. 10. 


ever. 1. 
ch. 19. 10, 


shall come near to minister unto the Lorn: and it shall be a 
place for their houses, and an holy place for the sanctuary. 


5/And the five and twenty thousand of length, and the ten thou- 


f ch, 419. 13. 


sand of breadth, shall also the Levites, the ministers of the house, 


have for themselves, for a possession for ?twenty chambers. 
6 *And ye shall appoint the possession of the city five thousand 17 
broad, and five and twenty thousand long, over against the obla- 


* See ch. 40. 
heh. 18, 15, 


tion of the holy portion: it shall be for the whole house of 


1 Or, chief. 
ney: land to fall. 


2 Heh. when ye cause the 


3 Heb. holiness. 
4 Or, cotd places, 


courts 
provide 
meals, 

30. oblation) Offering, marg. heave-offering 
(see xlv.1; Exod. xxv. 2; xxix. 27; Notes 
and Pref, to Leviticus). 

XLV. This chcpter describes the portion 
of territory reserved for the priests, in the 
middle of which is to be the Temple with 
its courts and precincts, for the Levites, 
for the city, and for the prince. 

1. by lot] Not by casting lots, but by alfot- 
ment, the several portions being assigned by 
rule (Josh. xiii. 6} 

oblation] The oblation (properly keave- 
offering) was regarded as the Lord’s portion 
(Lev. xxvii. 30). This oblation is given here 
.as part of the provision made for the priests, 
and was probably in lieu of tithes (Lev. 
xxvii. 30; Num. xviii. 21), just as the prince 
had his detinite portion of Jand instead of 
being supported by the contributions of the 
people. The priests and Levites had, in 
addition, the sacrifices (xliv. 28, note). This 
provision for them, out of proportion in any 
actual arrangement, is no doubt intended to 
symbolize the reverence and honour due to 
God, and expressed hy liberality to His ser- 
vices and His ministers. The LXX. read 
the breadth twenty thousand ; and thase who 
adopt this, read +. 3 ‘“‘and from this” whole 
‘measure is to be deducted the priests’ special 
‘portion 25,000 from East to West, and 10,000 


K, Plan IY. xlvi. 21—24), were 
in order to prepare these public 


from North to South. Others, retaining 
the reading of the text, suppose the term 
oblation here to denote the portion assigned 
to the priests alone (as in xlviii. 9), and 
of this measure (¢. 3) to mean not “deducted 
from this measure,” but ‘‘ computed by this 
measure.” The A. V. rightly supplies vecds, 
since the precincts (xlii. 20) were 500 reed: 
square. 29,000 reeds = about 42) statute 
miles, 36} geog. miles. 

2. The serctauary here probably means the 
whole Temple precincts. 

suburbs) Lit. as marg. To mark out more 
distinetly the sacred precincts, a vacant 
space of fifty enbits was left on all sides. 

6. for «a possession for twenty chambers] 
Lit. ‘‘ For a possession twenty chambers,” 
vossibly twenty out of the thirty chambers 
in the outer court (x1. 17), and assizned for 
their use during residence in the sanctuary. 
The LXX. reads ‘for cities to dwell in” 
(cp. Num. xxxv. 2) which some adopt 
here. 

6. This portion is to belong to the whole 
people, not to be subject to the encroach- 
ments made by the later kings of Judah 
(Jer. xxii. 13). The Levites’ portion 10,000 
reeds, the priests’ portion 10,000 reeds, ana 
the city portion 5,000 reeds, make in all 
25,000 reeds from N. toS. The measure of 
each of these portions from E. to W. has 
been defined to be 25,000 reeds (7. 1 note), 
and thus we have a square of 25,000 in all. 
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7 Isracl. ‘Anda portion shall be for the prince on the one side 


and on the other side of the oblation of the holy portion, and 
of the possession of the city, before the oblation of the holy 
portion, and before the possession of the city, from the west side 
westward, and from the east side eastward : and the length shall 
be over against one of the portions, from the west border unto 


8 the east border. 
& ch. 22. 
& 6. 18. 
éch. 48. 6. 
m Jor. 22. 3. 


27. 


In the land shall be his possession in Israel : 
and ‘my princes shall no more oppress my people; and the rest 
of tho land shall they give to the house of Israel according to 

9 their tribes. Thus saith the Lord Gop; ‘Let it suffice you, 
O princes of Israel: ™remove violence and spoil, and executo 


judgment and justice, take away your ‘exactions from my people, 


" Lev. 19, 35. 
Prov. 11. 1. 


10 saith the Lord Gop. Ye shall have just "balances, and a just 
11 ephah, and a just bath. The ephah and the bath shall bo of one 


measure, that the bath may contain the tenth part of an homer, 
and the ephah the tenth part of an homer: the measure thereof 


° Ex, 30. 13. 
Tev. 27. 25. 
Num. 3. 47, 


12 shall be after the homer. 
gerahs: twenty shekels, five and twenty shekels, fifteen shekels, 
13 shall be your maneh. {This 7s the oblation that ye shall offer: 


And the °shekel shall he twenty 


tho sixth part of an ephah of an homer of wheat, and ye shall 
14 givo the sixth part of an ephah of an homer of barley: con- 
corning the ordinance of oil, the bath of oil, ye shall offer tho 
tonth part of a bath out of the cor, which is an homer of ten 
15 baths; for ten baths are an homer: and one “lamb out of the 
flock, out of two hundred, out of the fat pastures of Israel; for 
2 meat offering, and for a burnt offering, and for *peace offer- 


PY Lov. 1. 4. ings 


to make reconciliation for them, saith the Lord Gop. 


16 Ali the people of the land ‘shall give this oblation *for the 
17 prince in Israel. And it shall be the prince’s part to give burnt 


offerings, and meat offerings, and dri 


3 Or, thank offerings. 
* Heb. pho, & 4 


1 Heb. expulsions. 
2 Or, ku. 


offerings, in the feasts, 


5 Or, ecith. 
for. 


7, 8. On cither side of the 25,000 reeds a 
strip of land, running westwards to the sea, 
eastwards to the Jordan, formed the pos- 
session of the po (see xlvi. 18 note). 
For the other tribes the limits from West to 
East are the Mediterranean Sea and the 
Jordan (xlviii. 8). 

7. and the length shall be over against] Or, 
and in length over against. 

The definition of the prince’s territory 
was to prevent the oppressions foretold (1 
Sam. viii. 14 seq.), described (2 K. xxiii. 35), 
and reproved (Jer. xxii.) 

. The princes are exhorted to execute 
judgment, and abstain from exaction (lit. 
‘‘ejection”), such as that of Naboth by Ahab 
(LK. xxi. 19). 

10. A general exhortation to honesty, ex- 
pressed by true weights and measures (marg. 
reff.) This fitly introduces the strict regula- 
tion of quantities in the prescribed offer- 


ings. 

it The ephah was in use for dry measure, 
the bath for liquid. ‘The homer seems to 
have contained about 75 gallons (see Exod. 
xxix. 40; Lev. xix. 36, notes). 

after the homer] i.e. according to the stan- 
dard of the homer. 


12. the shekel] See marg. ref. 

The maneh shall be of true weight, but it 
would seem that in Ezekiel’s time there 
were manehs of different value. 

13—17. The offerings to be made by the 
people through the prince for the service of 
the sanctuary. In the Mosaic Law the 
offerings for the sacrifices of the ordinary 
festivals were left to the free will of the 
people. Here they are reduced to regular 
order and the amounts ordained. In later 
days there were often shortcomings in these 
respects (Mal. iii. 8). This is obviated, and 
regularity ensured in the new order of 
things. No mention is made of wine for 
the drink-offering, or of bullocks for the 
burnt-offering, so that the enumeration is 
not complete. 

14. cor] Translated measure in 1 K. v. 
11, &c. ere it is a synonym of homer, 

17. The peonie: gifts were to be placed 
in the hands of the prince, so as to form a 
common stock, out of which the prince was 
to provide what was necessary for each 
sacrifice. Cp. 1 K. viii. 62; Ezra vii. 17. 
The prince handed the gifts to the priests, 
whose part it was to sacrifice and offer. But 
the prominent part assigned to the prince in 
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and in the new moons, and in the sabbaths, in all solemnities 
of the house of Israel: he shall prepare the sin offering, and the 
meat offering, and the burnt offering, and the 'peace offerings, 

18 to make reconciliation for the house of Israel. Thus saith 
the Lord Gon; In the first month, in the first day of the month, 
thou shalt take a young bullock without blemish, and ¢cleanse 

19 the sanctuary: ‘and the priest shall take of the blood of the sin 
offering, and put 7¢ upon the posts of the house, and upon the 
four corners of the settle of the altar, and upon the posts of the 

20 gate of the inner court. And so thou shalt do the seventh day 
of the month ‘for every one that erreth, and for him that ts 

21 simple: so shall ye reconcile the house. ‘In the first month, 
in the fourteenth day of the month, ye shall have the passover, 

22 a feast of seven days; unleavened bread shall be eaten. And 
upon that day shall the prince prepare for himself and for all 

23 the people of the land *a bullock for a sin offering. And *seven 
days of the feast he shall prepare a burnt offering to the Lorn, 
seven bullocks and seven rams without blemish daily the seven 

24 days; Yand a kid of the goats daily for a sin offering. ‘And he 
shall prepare a meat offering of an ephah for a bullock, and an 

25 ephah for a ram, and an hin of oil for anephah. In the seventh 
month, in the fifteenth day of the month, shall he do the like in 
the *feast of the seven days, according to the sin offering, ac- 
cording to the burnt offering, and according to the meat offer- 
ing, and according to the oil. 

Cuar, 46, THUS saith the Lord Gop; The gato of the inner court 
that looketh toward the east shall be shut the six working days; 
but on the sabbath it shall be opened, and in the day of the new 

2 moon it shall be opened. “And the prince shall enter by the 
way of the porch of that gate without, and shall stand by the 
post of the gate, and the priests shall prepare his burnt offering 
and his peace offerings, and he shall worship at the threshold 


1 Or, thank offerings, 
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@ Lev. 16, 16, 
© ch. 43. 20, 


* Lev. 4. 27. 


t Ex. 12, 18. 
Lev. 23. 5, 6. 
Num. 9 2. 
Deut. 16. 1. 


Lev. 4.14. 
= Lev. 23. 8. 


¥ See Num. 
28. 15, 22, 30. 
€ ch. 46. 5, 7, 


@ Lev. 23.34. 
Num, 29, 12. 
Deut. 16, 13. 


@ ch, 44. 3. 
ver. 8. 


makin reconciliation for the sins of the people 
seems to typify the union of the kingly and 
priestly offices in the person of the Media- 
tor of the New Covenant. 

18—25. This order of certain solemn ser- 
vices does not follow exactly the order of 
Muses, of Solomon, or of Ezra. The devia- 
tion can scarcely have been accidental, and 
furnishes a fresh indication that the whole 
vision is symbolical, representative of the 
times when, after the oblation of the one 
Sacrifice, reconciliation and sanctification 
were effected for man through the Presence 
of God dwelling in the midst of the people. 

18. in the first day] If this is only a spe- 
cial Passover for the dedication, the prolon- 
gation of the festival may be compared with 
that under Solomon (2 Chr. vii. 8). But it 
is more probably a general ordinance, and, 
in this case, we have an addition to the 
Mosaic ritual (ep. Lev. xxiii. 51}. Here the 
first day is marked by the rites of expiation, 
which are repeated on the seventh day (z. 
20), for the purpose of including those who 
transgressed from ignorance rather than 
wilfuiness. 


23. Comparing this with the daily sacri- 
fices of the Paschal week (Num. xxviii. 
19—~24), and those of the daily sacrifices of 
the week of the Feast of Tabernacles (see 
Num. xxix. 12 &c.), it will be seen that here 
the Covenant number seven is preserved 
throughout to indicate a perfect, in lieu of 
an imperfect, Covenant with God. 

25. The Feast of Tabernacles (cp. marg. 
reff.). Some think that the other great 
festival, the Feast of Weeks, is intended. 

XLVI. The prophet beholds in vision 
people, priest, and prince uniting in most 
solemn worship before the throne of God. 
The character of the rites here described is 
symbolical. 

2. In the time of Solomon, priest, king, 
and people each took his due part in the 
Temple-service. Of the later kings s.me 
forsook Jehovah for false gods, some en- 
croached upon the prerogative of the priest. 
Now all should be set right. The prince 
occupies a position analogous to that of 
Solomon (2 Chr. vi. 12, 13), standing in 
front of the porch of the eastern gate of the 
inner court, and at the head of his people 
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of the gate: then he shall go forth; but the gate shall not be 
8 shut until the evening. Likewise the people of the land shall 
worship at the door of this gate before the Lorp in the sabbaths 


och. 45. 17. 


4 and in the new moons. <And the burnt offering that ’the prince 


shall offer unto the Lorp in the sabbath day shall be six lambs 


¢ ch. 15. 2-4. 
ver. 7, 11. 


5 without blemish, and a ram without blemish. 
offering shall be an ephah for a ram, and the meat offering for 


¢And the meat 


the lambs 'as he shall be able to give, and an hin of oil to an 
G6ephah. And in the day of the new moon i shall be a young 
bullock without blemish, and six lambs, anda ram: they shall be 
7 without blemish. And he shall prepare a meat offering, an ephah 
for a bullock, and an ephah for a ram, and for the lambs accord- 
ing as his hand shall attain unto, and an hin of oil to an ephah. 


4 ver. 2. 


8 J“And when the prince shall enter, he shall go in by the way of 


the porch of that gate, and he shall go forth by the way thereof. 


¢ Ex, 23, 14— 
17, 
Deut. 16. 16. 


9 But when the people of the land ‘shall come before the Lorp 
in the solemn feasts, he that entereth in by the way of the north 
gate to worship shall go out by the way of the south gate; and 


he that entereth by the way of the south gate shall go forth by 
the way of the north gate: he shall not return by the way of the 
gate whereby he came in, but shall go forth over against it. 
10 And the prince in the midst of them, when they go in, shall go 
11 in; and when they go forth, shall go forth. And in the feasts 


S ver. 5. 


and in the solemnities the meat offering shall be an ephah toa 


bullock, and an ephah to a ram, and to the lambs as he is able 


12 to give, 


¥ ch. +4. 3. 


ver. 2. 


and an hin of oil to an ephah. Now when the prince 
shall prepare a voluntary burnt offering or peace offerings volun- 
tarily unto the Lonrp, Yone shall then open him the gate that 
looketh toward the cast, and he shall prepare his burnt offering 


and his peace offerings, as he did on the sabbath day: then he 
shall go forth; and after his going forth one shall shut the gate. 


4 Ex. 29. 38. 
Num. 23, 3. 


13 §*Thou shalt daily prepare a burnt offering unto the Lorp of 
a lamb ‘of the first year without blemish: thou shalt prepare it 


14 3every morning. And thou shalt prepare a meat offering for it 
every morning, the sixth part of an ephah, and the third part 
of an hin of oil, to temper with the fine flour; a meat offering 

15 continually by a perpetual ordinance unto the Lorp. Thus 


1 Heb. the gift of his hand, 
Deut. 16. 17. 


to lead their worship, while the priests are 
sacrificing before him. 

8. at the door of this qate] In Herod’s 
Temple the place for worshipping before the 
Lord was the court of Israel, West of the 
court of Women, separated from the inner 
court by a low parapet. In Ezekiel’s the 
worshippers were admitted into the inner 
court itself. The Bnet pavement (E. Plan 
IL.) on either side of the eastern gate pro- 
vided room for such worshippers. 

4—15, The offerings here prescribed are 
eenerally in excess of those enjoined by the 
Law, to note not only the greater devotion 
nnd magnificence under the new state of 
things, but also the willingness (cp, Deut. 
xvi. 17) of king and people ready to give 
of their substance to the utmost of their 
means. 

5. as he shall be able to give] Rather, as 


2 Heb. a son of hie year. 
3 Heb. moruing by morning. 


he shall be willing ¢) give. So also in 


v. 7. 

4—6. Cp. with Num. xxviii. The enu- 
meration of the offerings both for the Sab- 
bath and new moon is here less complete 
than there; e.g. the drink offerings are 
pet by, and in the case of the new moon 

estival no mention is made of the blowing 
of trumpets (cp. Num. x. 10). 

8. that gate] The eastern gate of the inner 
court, See z. 2. 

9. The whole body of the people gathered 
together in the outer court, and from thence 
bodies went in turn into the inner court to 
worship, and then again out into the outer 
court. 

13. Cp. with marg. reff. The evening 
sacrifice is here omitted, because the seer is 
selecting a few only of the sacrifices of the 
Law, with a particular object in view. 
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shall they prepare the lamb, and the meat offering, and the oil, 


16 every Orn fora continual burnt offering. Thus saith the 


Lord Gop ; I 


the prince give a gift unto any of his sons, the 


inheritance thereof shall be his sons’; it shall be their possession 
17 by inheritance. But if ho give a gift of his inheritance to one 


of his servants, then it shall be his to ‘the year of liberty: 


i Lev. 25. 10, 


after it shall return to tho prince: but his inheritance shall be 


18 his sons’ for them. Morcover * tho prince shall not take of the 


& ch. 45. 8 


people’s inheritance by oppression, to thrust them out of their 


possession ; 


but he shall give his sons inhoritance out of his own 


possession : that my people be not scattered every man from his 
19 possession. [After he brought me through the entry, which wus 
at tho side of the gate, into the holy chambers of the priests, 
which looked toward the north: and, behold, there aas a place 


20 on the two sides westward. 


21 Then he brou 


Then said he unto me, This zs the 
place whero the priests shall ‘boil the trespass offering and the 
sin offering, where they shall ™ bake the meat offering ; that they 
bear then not out into the outer court, "to sanctify the people. 
cht me forth into the utter court, and caused 


£2 Chr.35.13. 
m Lev. 2, 4, 


5, 7. 
* ch. £4. 19. 


me to pass by the four corners of the court; and, behold, in 
22 every corner of the court there was a court. In the four corners 
of the court there were courts joined of forty cubits long and 
23 thirty broad: these four 3corners were of one measure. And 
there was a row of building round about in them, round about 
them four, and 7# was made with boiling places under the rows 


24 round about. 


sacrifice of the people. 


Then said he unto me, These are the places of 
them that boil, where the ministers of the house shall ’boil the 


© Sce ver.20. 


Crap. 47, AFTERWARD he brought me again unto the door of 


the house: and, behold, “waters issued out from under the thres- 
hold of the house eastward: for the forefront of the house 
stoal toward the east, and the waters came down from under 


¢ Zech. 13.1. 
& 4. 8. 


from the right side of the house, at the south side of the altar. 


1 Heb. a court on a corner 
of « court, and a court in 


a corner of a court. 
2 Or, made with chimueya. 


3 Heb. cornered. 


i 


16—18, The prince was tobe provided with 
possessions of his own, in order to prevent 
exactions from his subjects; further enact- 
ments are added to prevent the alienation 
of the prince’s land. Any gifts made to his 
servants must revert to the prince in the 
‘ sha of liberty,” or jubilee (see marg. ref. 
note}. 

19-24. The careful provision here made 
to keep separate the offerings of priests and 
people was to prevent collision, just as 
the enactments (rv. 16-18) were intended 
to secure their respective rights to prince 
and people. 

19. at the side of the gate) The entrance 
to the inner court at the same side as the 
northern gate (xlii. 9). 

20. See M. Plan IT. 

boi] It was peculiar to the Paschal lamh, 
that it was to be eaten roasted. he flesh 
of the other sacrifices was to he sodden or 
hoiled (see Lev. vi. 28; 1 Sam. ii. 13; 2 Chr. 
xxiv. 14 marg.). The meat-offeriny (flour and 
honey) was baked (Lev. ii. 4). 


21. See K, Plan II. 

22. courts joined] enclosed courts, and en- 
tered by doors in the walls, which shut them 
out from the great cout. ‘The marg. ren- 
dering, made with chimnies, is based upon 
another interpretation of the word, 

these four corners] Or, these four corner- 
courts zreve of one measure. 

XLVIL. The vision of the Waters: or, 
the blessings which flow from this source to 
animate and refresh all the inhabitants of 
the earth. Cp. Isai. xliv. 8 &c.; Joel iii. 18. 
Ezekiel’s deseription is ro Baa and moedi- 
fied by Zechariah and in Rev. (cp. marg. 
reff.) “Hebrew tradition speaks of a apaue 
of water, named Etham, said to be identi- 
cal with the well-waters of Nephtoah (Josh. 
Xviii. 15), on the West of the Temple, whose 
waters were conducted by pipes into the 
Temple-courts for the uses needed in the 
ministration of the priests. ‘The waters of 
Shiloah (Ps. xlvi. 43. Isai. viii. 6) flowed 
from the recks beneath the Temple-hill. It 
is quite in the manner of Ezekiel’s vision to 
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2 Then brought he me out of the way of the gate northward, and 


led me about the way without unto the utter 


gate by the way 


that looketh eastward; and, behold, there ran out waters on 


>ch. 4.3. 3 the right side. 


And when ®the man that had the line in his 


hand went forth eastward, he measured a thousand cubits, and 
he brought me through the waters; the 'waters ere to the 
4 ancles. Again he measured a thousand, and brought me through 


the waters; the waters 1 


rere to the knees. 
i thousand, and brought mo through; the 


Again he measured 
waters were to the 


5 loins. Afterward he measured a thousand; and it was a river 
that I could not pass over: for the waters were risen, * waters 
G6 to swim in, ariver that could not be passed over. GJ And ho said 
unto me, Sen of man, hast thou seen this? Then he brought 


7 me, and caused me to return to the brink of the river. 


Now 


when I had returned, behold, at the 3bank of the river were 


ever. 12, 
Rev. 22. 2. 


8 vory many ‘trees on the one side and on the other. 
he unto me, These waters issue out toward tho cast country, 
and go down into the ‘desert, 

9 brought forth into the sea, 


Then said 


anil go into the sea: which being 
the waters shall be healed. And it 


shall come to pass, thet every thing that liveth, which moycth, 
whithersocver tho ‘rivers shall come, shall live: and there shall 
be a very great multitude of fish, because theso waters shall 
come thither: for they shall be healed; and every thing shall 
10 live whither the river cometh. And it shall come to puss, that 
the fishers shall stand upon it from En-gedi oven unto En- 


1 Heb. waters of the ancles, 
2 Heb, reuters of stcimming. 


S Heb. lip. 
* Or, pluin: See Dent. 3. 


17, & 4. 49, Josh. 3. 16. 
5 Heb. tivo rivera. 


TTT es... 


start from an existing feature and thence 
proceed to an ideal picture whence to draw 
a spiritual lesson. The deepening of the 
waters in their course shows the continual 
deepeniny of spiritual life and multiplica- 
tion of spiritual blessings in the growth of 
the deinigdotn of God. So me as the stream 
is confined to the Temple-courts, it is 
merely a small rill, for the most part un- 
seen, but when it issues from the courts it 
begins at once to deepen and to widen. So 
on the day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit de- 
scended upon the company of believers, 
little then but presently to develop into the 
infant Church in Jerusalem, 

2. out of the way of the yate northward] 
Rather, by the way of the northward gate. 

3. the ancles) This may coincide with the 
step gained in the Baptism of Cornelius 
(Acts x.), and the opening of the Church to 
the Gentiles. The dispersion which had 
followed the martyrdom of Stephen (Acts xi. 
19), had carried believers into various coun- 
tries, and so paved the way for the founda- 
tion of Gentile Churches. 

4, the knees] The mission of St. Paul and 
St. Barnabas (Acts xiii. 1-4) is another 
marked epoch in the Church's history ; and 
the time of St. Paul’s martyrdom denotes an 
increase in the Gentile Church, which cor- 
sepone with the waters reaching the loins. 

. The rivers in Palestine were forthe most 
part mere watercourses, dry in summer, in 
winter carrying the water along the wadys 


to the sea. The river of the vision is to 
have a continuous flow. 

roaters to stim in] When under Constan- 
tine the Roman empire had become Christ- 
ian, the Church may be contemplated as the 
full river, to flow on through time until the 
final completion of Isaiah’s prophecy (xi. 9). 

7. Trees naturally flourish wher there is 
abundance of water (Ps. i. 3), 

8._ The sea is a term commonly applied to 
the Dead Sea. Cp. Deut. iii. 17, the seu of 
the plain (Arabah), even the salt sea, The 
more literal rendering of the verse in this 
sense would be, ‘‘and go into the sea; into 
the sea go the waters that issue forth, and 
the waters shall be healed.” 

healed] Every living thing (of which there 
were none before) shail abound in the healed 
waters. The absence of living creatures in 
the Dead Sea has been remarked by ancient 
and modern writers. So the water which 
Jesus should give should bring life to the 
dead _in trespasses and sins. Cp. Joh, iv. 
14; Rev. xxii. 2, 3, 

9. the rivers] Lit. as in marg. Perhaps 
with reference to the circumstance that this 
brook or river is to come into the Dead Sea 
through the same plain as the Jordan. The 
one river (Jordan) always flowed, but now, 
when another river comes in, and two rivers 
flow into the sea, the waters shall be healed. 

10. En-gedi (see 1 Sam. xxiii. 29) was 
about the middle of the western shore of the 
Dead Sea. 
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shall be according to their 


a they shall be a place to spread forth nets; their fish 
1 kinds, as the fish “of the great sca, 
11 exceeding many. But the miry places thereof and the marishes 
12 thereof #shall not be healed; they shall be given to salt. And 
‘by the river upon the bank thereof, on this side and on that 
side, shall grow all trees for meat, ‘whose leaf shall not fade, 
neither shall tho fruit thereof be consumed: it shall bring forth 
3new fruit according to his months, because their waters they 
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@ Num.3$4. 6. 
Josh, 23. -£. 
ch. 48, 28. 


¢ ver. 7. 

f Jobs. 1a. 
Ps. 1. 3 
Jer. 17,3. 


issued out of the sanctuary: and the fruit thereof shall be for 


13 meat, and the leaf thereot ‘for #medicine. 


yore 


one oe 


q ‘Thus saith the 


# Rev. 


Tord Gon; This shall be the border, whereby ye shall inherit 


tho land according to tho twelve tribes of Isracl: *Josoph shall 
And yo shall inherit it, one as well as another: 
concerning the which I *4litted up mine hand to give it unto your 
fathers: and this land shall *fall unto you for inheritance. 


14 have two portions. 


k Gen. 49, 3, 
1Chr. 4. 1. 
eb. WS. 4, a. 
ich. 20. 5. 
Ech. ts. 29. 


15 And this shall de tho border of the land toward the north side, 


trom tho great sea, ‘the way of Ifethlon, as men go to Zedad ; 
16 "IIumath, °Berothah, Sibraim, which 7s between the border of 
Damascus and the border of Hamath; *Hazar-hatticon, which 


T Or, end that which shall 


not Le healed, Or, principal, 


2 Heb. shell come up. 


ich. #7. 

m Num. 348, 
w Nuon. 3-6 & 
02 Sam. 8.8. 


5 Or, xivore. 
6 On, the middle village. 


4 Or, for bruises and sores. 


En-eglaim does not occur elsewhere. Its 
form indicates that it was one of the double 
cities of Moab (see xxv. 9note). It has been 
identified with Ain-cl-Feshkah to the North 
on the western bank of the Dead Sea. On 
this supposition, from Eu-cylain to En-gedi 
woukl be the line of coast from the most 
northern fountain to the principal tountain 
southward, 

. The exception, which reserves for 
sterility places to which the living water 
does not reach, probably indicates that the 
life and health are solely due to the stream 
which proceeds from beneath the throne of 
God. Cp. Isai. vii, 20, 21. 
18—XLVIIE. 14. Ideal reallotment_of 
the land to the twelve tribes of Israel. See 
Plan opposite. 

13. ‘he special mention of Joseph's por- 
tions was in order to exes that the twelve 
portions were to be exclusive of Levi's land, 
which was to be provided out of the elation. 

14. as well as] Ov, as. Ezekiel is speaking 
of tribes, not individuals, Fach tribe is to 
have an equal breadth of Jand assigned to it. 

16. The borders of the land follow closely 
Num. xxxiv., where they begin from the 
South, as the people came up from Egypt ; 
in Ezekiel, they begin from the North, as 
they might return from Babylon. The oc- 
cupation is ideal, but is grounded, as usual, 
on wn actual state of things. 

the border of the land toward the north] 
Names of places in the actual northern bor- 
der are sriven (marg. reff.) not to mark exact 
geographical position, but to shew that the 
original promise will be fulfilled. 

The way of Hethlon was probably the de- 
file between the ranges of Libanus and 
Anti-libanus, from the seato Hamath. Ha- 
math (Amos vi. 2), at the foot of Mount 


Hermon, on the Orontes, was the ancient 
capital of the Hittites. Its Scripture his- 
tory may be traced in Gen. x. 18; 2 Sem, 
viii. 9; 2 K. xviii. 34. It was never in- 
cluded in the possessions of Israel. ‘Lhe 


IDEAL ALLOTMENT OF THE LAND. 


Dun 
Axher 
Naphtati 
Manasseh 
a Ephrata 
Reuben 
{ Judah 
* i Levites hoe 
AG ae 


Benjamin 


Simeon 
Las:char 
Zebulun 

Gad 


— 


border ran considerably South of the town 
at the entrance of Hamath, the northern 
opening of Cale-Syria. 

16. Berothah, probably the same as Bero- 
thai (marg. ref.), lay between Hamath and 
Damascus, as did Stbrain. 

Hazar-hatticon is probably, as in marg., 
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PNum. 34. 9. 
ch. 48.1, 


7 Num. 20. 
It 


Deut. 32. 51. 
Va. st. 7. 
ch, 48. 23, 
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17 is by the coast of Hauran. And the bordor from the sea shall 
be »Hazar-enan, the border of Damascus, and the north north- 
ward, and the border of Hamath. And this 7s the north side. 

18 And the east side ye shall measure 'from Hauran, and from 
Damascus, and from Gilead, and from tho land of Israel by 
Jordan, from the border unto the east sea. And this is the east 

19 side. And tho south side southward, from Tamar even to ¢the 
waters of ?strife in Kadesh, the ®river to the great sea. And 

20 this is ‘the south side southward. Tho west side also shall be 
the great sca from the border, till a man come over against 

21 Hamuath. This is the west side. So shall yo divide this land 

22 unto you according to the tribes of Isracl. J And it shall come 


to pass, that ye shall divide it by lot for an inheritance unto 


* See Eph. 
3.0, 


Rev. 7.9, 10. 
* Rom, 10.12, 
Gal, 3, 28, 
Col. 3. 12. 


you, and to the strangers that sojourn among you, which shall 
beget children among you: ‘and thoy shall be unto you as born 
in the country among the children of Isracl; they shall have 
23 inheritance with you among the tribes of Isracl. “And it shall 
come to pass, that in what tribo the stranger sojourneth, thero 


shall ye give him his inheritance, saith the Lord Gop. 


“ch. 47. 15, 
& 


Hamath, Hazar-enan, 


Car. 48, NOW these are the names of the tribes. ¢From the 
ss north end to the coast of the way of Iethlon, 
the border of Damascus northward, to 


as one goeth to 


the coast of Humath; for these aro his sides east and west; >a 


1 Heb. from between. 
2 Or, Meribuh, 


3 Or, valley. 
* Or, foward Teman. 


§ Heb. oxe portion. 


FT rr ees 


“the middle Hazar,” to distinguish it from 
azar-enan (v.17). 
17. and the north &c.] Or, “and on the 
North, the border on the North shall be” 


c. 

18. The eastern houndary is to commence 
hy separating off the territory of Damascus 
ant Hauran, and then to follow the line of 
the Jordan to the Dead Sea. Further, the 
land occupied by the trans-Jordanic tribes 
was also to be separated off from the 
Jand of Israel. The trans-Jordanic tribes 
in fact occupied their ground (in Joshua's 
allotment) by sufferance. This did not 
belong to Canaan proper, the land of pro- 
mise, Hence the tribes, formerly on the 
east of the Jordan, have here allotments 
in Canaan, though the oblation (xlv. 1) ex- 
tends to a, considerable distance beyond the 
Jordan (see Plan, ch. xlviii.). ‘he whole 
arrangement being ideal and symbolical, 
the vision here, as in the case of “the 
waters” (xlvii. 1 note), departs from the 
physical features of the land for the pur- 
pose of maintaining symbolical numbers. 

19. ‘The South horder (cp. Num. xxxiv. 4) 
commences with Tamar, probably a villave 
near the southern end of the Dead Sea, 
‘he word means “ palin-tree ;” and is given 
to more than one city in the Holy Land. 

the river to the great sea] Lit. “riverward 
to the great sea.” By the river is meant 
the torrent-stream entering the Mediterra- 
nean near Rhinocolura (El Arish), 

22. and to the strangers) Here is quite a 
now feature in the distribution of the land. 


Not only the Israelites by descent, but 
those who join themselves to Israel by alle- 
giance to the true Gon, shall have a right 
of inheritance. Here are opened out the 
blessings which were to accrue to the Gen- 
tiles through the seed of Abraham. Cp. 
Rom. ix. 24, seg. ‘I'he difference which ex- 
isted under the old Covenant between Jew 
and Gentile is now at last done away. 
But while heathendom thus unites itself 
with God’s people, Israel is still as ever the 
chosen people, the centre of this union. No 
new Church is founded side by side with 
the old. Heathendom is absorbed in Israel 
-~the standard which God has set up for 
the nations—i.e, in the One ‘I'rue Church, 
which has subsisted from the beginning, 
and will subsist in eternity. 

XLVIII. ‘Che distribution of the Holy 
Land in detail. The order of the original 
occupation by the tribes {under Joshua is 
partly, but only partly, followed. It is a 
new order of things-—and its ideal character 
is evinced as elsewhere, by exact and equal 
measurements. From N. to S. seven tribes 
succeed each other. Then comes a portion, 
separated as an offering to the Lord, subdi- 
vided into (1) a northern portion for the 
Levites, (2) a central portion for the priests 
and the Temple, (3) a southern portion for 
the city and those who serve it. These 
three form a square, which does not occupy 
the whole breadth of the land, but is 
flanked on either side, East and West, by 

vortions assiyned to the prince. Then foi- 
ow, South of the city, five portions for the 
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2 portion for Dan. And by the border of Dan, from the east side 
3 unto the west side, a portion for Asher. And by the border of 
Asher, from the east side even unto the west side, a portion for 
4 Naphtali. And by the border of Naphtali, from the east side 
5 unto the west side, a portion for Manasseh. And by the border 
of Manasseh, from the east side unto the west side, a portion 
G for Ephraim. And by the border of Ephraim, from the east 
‘side even unto the west side, a portion for Reuben. And by the 
border of Reuben, from the east side unto the west side, a por- 
8 tion for Judah. And by the border of Judah, from the east 
side unto the west side, shall be the offering which ye shall ch. 45.14 
offer of five and twenty thousand reeds in breadth, and in length 
as one of the other parts, from the east side unto the west side: 
9 and the sanctuary shall be in the midst of it. The oblation that 


ee a eee ee ere 
five remaining tribes—similar to those as- _ The offering (vv. 9-22), or, oblation, here in- 
signed to the seven. Thus the Levites, the cludes all the land given to priests, Levites, 
Temple, and city, are guarded by Judah city, and prince ; the different parts being 
and Benjamin, the two tribes who had distin ished. Allthese together are to ex- 
throughout preserved their allegiance tothe tend from W. to E. in the same way as the 
rb a vercienty of enor, ae 

thus the plan expresses the Dre- 

sence of Jehovah among His THE LAND OF ISRAEL. 

people, summed up in the name 
of the city, with which Eze- 
kiel’s prophecy closes, ‘l'HE LORD ~ 
1S THERE. Sa L/amatho 

The breadth of the portions is MS (Haman) 
not given, but since the exact \ 
breadth of the oblation was 
about 30 geog. miles (xlv. 1 
note), and seven tribes were 
between the entrance of Hamath 
and the oblation, bie papas of 
one portion was about geog. 
miles, The breadth of the Le- 
vites’ portion and of the priests’ 
po was in each case about 

5 geog. miles. Ain-el-Weibeh, 
if Kadesh, {(2), see Num. xiii. 26] 
vou be very nearly thesouthern 

er. 

The general lines of existing 
features are followed with con- 
siderable fidelity, but accommo- 
dation is made to give the re- 

uired symbolical expression. 

n had originally an allotment 
West of Benjamin, but having 
colonized and given its name to 
Laish in the North, was regarded 
as the most northern occupant 
of Canaan (Judg. xviii. 29). 
Zebulun and Isasuchar are re- 
moved to the S, to make room 
for the second half of Manasseh 
brought over from the East of 
Jordan. Reuben, brought over 
from the East, is placed between 
Ephraim and Judah, Benjamin 
comes immediately South of the 
city, und Gad is brought over 
{rem the E. to the extreme S. ‘ 

8. Length is throughout measured from portions of the other tribes, the imaginary 
W. to E., as breadth is from N. to 8. ordan being the eastern boundary of all. 
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ye shall offer unto the Lorp shall be of five and twenty thousand 
10 im length, and of ten thousand in breadth. And for them, even 
for the priests, shall be this holy oblation; toward the north 
five and twenty thousand in length, and toward the west ten 
thousand in breadth, and toward the east ten thousand in 
breadth, and toward the south five and twenty thousand in 
length: and the sanctuary of the Lorp shall be in the midst 


ech. 4th 11 thereof. 


lt shall be for the priests that are sanctified of the 


sons of Zadok; which haye kept my *charge, which went not 


ch. th 


astray when the children of Isracl went astray, “as the Levites 


12 went astray. And this oblation of the land that is offered shall 
be unto them a thing most holy by the border of the Levites. 
13 {And over against the border of the priests the Levites shall 
have five and twenty thousand in length, and ten thousand in 
breadth: all the length shall be five and twenty thousand, and 


15 unto the Lonp. 


14 the breadth ten thousand. ¢And they shall not sell of it, neither 

exchange, nor alienate the firstfruits of the land: for 7¢ is holy 
q/And the five thousand, that are left in tho 
breadth over against the five and twenty thousand, shall bo 7a 


profane pluce for the city, for dwelling, and for suburbs: and 
16 the city shall be in the midst thereof. And these shall be tho 
measures thereof; the north side four thousand and five hun- 
dred, and the south side four thousand and five hundred, and 
on the east side four thousand and five hundred, and the west 


17 side four thousand and five hundred, 


And the suburbs of the 


city shall be toward the north two hundred and fifty, and toward 
the south two hundred and fifty, and toward the east two 
hundred and fifty, and toward the west two hundred and ae 
18 ¥ And the residue in length over against the oblation of the holy 
portion shail be ten thousand eastward, and ten thousand west- 
ward: and it shall be over against the oblation of the holy 
portion ; and the increase thereof shall be for food unto them 


+ ch, 45. 6 


19 that serve the city. “And they that serve the city shall serve it 
20 out of all the tribes of Israel. 


All the oblation shall be five and 


twenty thousand by five and twenty thousand: yo shall offer 
the holy oblation foursquarc, with the possession of tho city. 


tch. 45. 7, 


21 Q‘And the residue shall be for the prince, on the one side and 


on the othor of tho holy oblation, and of the possession of the 
city, over against the five and twenty thousand of the obluation 
toward the cast border, and westward over against tho five and 
twenty thousand toward the west border, over against the por- 


K vor, 8. 10. 


1 Or, the sanctified portion shall be for the priests. 


tions for the prineo: and it shall be the holy oblation; ‘and 


2 Or, ward, or, ordinance, 


10. toward the north...toward the east, &c.] 
ic. the measurements are alony the North 
and East sides, &c. 

15. the fire thousand &c.] The remainder 
of the square of 25,000 reeds from N. to S. 

profane] For common use, as distin- 
niuened rom that which is holy unto the 

Ord. 

17. The city being 4500 reeds square, 
250 reeds are marked off N.S.E. W. from the 
city land, 

18, 19. them that serve] i.e. the cultivators 
or hushandmen. : 

19. Of old the city belonged to Benjamin 


and Judah, and its inhabitants were mainly 
from these tribes. Now all the tribes are 
to have equal part in it, and avoid jealou- 
sies (cp. 2 Sam. xix. 43). 

20. the holu...rcith &e.) Or, “a fourth 
part as the holy oblation, for” &c. 

21. Or, And the residue shail be for the 
prince,—on the one side and on the other side 
of the holy oblation and of the possession of the 
city over against the 25,000 of the oblation to- 
werd the East border, and westward over 
against the 25,000 toward the West border, 
over against the portions [of Judah and Ben- 
jamin, between which the oblation was in- 
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22 the sanctuary of the house shall be in the midst thereof. More- 
over from the possession of the Levites, and from the possession 
of the city, being in the midst of that which is the prince’s, 
between the border of Judah and the border of Benjamin, shall 

23 be for the prince. 9JAs for the rest of the tribes, from the east 


24 side unto the west side, Benjamin shall have }a portion. 


And by 


the border of Benjamin, from the east side unto the west side, 


25 Simeon shall have a portion. 


26 from the east side unto the west side, Issachar a portion. 


And by the border of Simeon, 


And 


by the border of Issachar, from the east side unto the west side, 


27 Zebulun a portion. 


And by the border of Zebulun, from the 


28 east side unto the west side, Gad a portion, And by the border 
of Gad, at the south side southward, the border shall be even 


from Tamar unto ‘the waters of ‘strife in Kadesh, and to the 
29 river toward the great sea. This ts the land which ye shall 
divide by lot unto the tribes of Israel for inheritance, and these 


‘ch. 47, 19. 


« ch. 47. 14, 
21, 22. 


30 are their portions, saith the Lord Gop. {And these are the 


goings out of the city on the north side, four thousand and five 
31 hundred measures. * And the gates of the city shall be after the 
names of the tribes of Israel: three gates northward ; one gate * 


» Rev. 21.12, 
c. 


32 of Reuben, one gate of Judah, one gate of Levi. And at the 
east side four thousand and five hundred: and three gates; and 


one 


gate of Joseph, one gate of Benjamin, one gate of Dan. 


33 And at the south side four thousand and five hundred measures : 
and three gates; one gate of Simeon, one gate of Issachar, one 
34 gate of Zebulun. At the west side four thousand and_five 
undred, with their three gates; one gate of Gad, one gate of 

35 Asher, one gate of Naphtali. J¢ was round about eightecn 


thousand measures. °And tho name of the city from that day 


shall be, 3? The Lorn 1s there. 


! Heb. one portion. 
2 Hob. Meribuh-kadesh, 


3 Heb. Jehovah-shammah: Seo 
Exod. 17. 15, Judg. 6. 24. 


© Jer. 33. 10 
» Jer. 3. 17. 
Zech. 2. 10. 
Rev. 22. 3. 


cluded], shall be for the prince; and it shall 
be that the holy oblation und the ewer! hed 
the house shall be in the midst thereof. This 
exactly describes the position of the prince’s 
allotments on the borders of the oblation. 

30. the goings out of the city] The gates 
described inv. 31. Afeasures (reeds) concern 
the sides. Divide the verses thus :—30. 
And these arc the goings out of the city. 31. 
On the north side 4500 measures: and the 
gates of the city after the names of the trihes of 
Tsrael : three gates northward &c. 

35. The circuit of the city walls, a square 
of 4500 reeds, was 18,000 reeds, not quite 37 
English miles. ‘Che circuit of Jerusalem in 
the time of Josephus was reckoned by him 
to be about four miles. 

the name &c.] The manner of expressing a 
spiritual meaning by giving a name to a city, 


a people, or the like, is familiar to the pro- 
phets (see xliii. 15 note). Jerome explains it: 
—‘*The name of the city shall be no longer 
Jerusalem (the vision of peace), but Adonai- 
shama (the Lord is there) [rather, Jehovah- 
shammah, Jehovah is there), because Jeho- 
vah will never again withdraw from it, as 
He once withdrew, but will hold it as His 
everlasting possession.” The visible Pre- 
sence of God’s glory, once represented in the 
Tabernacle and in the Temple, had de- 
sei and should not return in the same 
orm. Yet Ezekiel in visions of God sees a 
‘emple reconstructed to receive the glory 
of the Divine Presence, a prophetic vision 
fulfilled in Emmanuel (God with us), Who 
tabernacled among men (Jobn i. 14). Cp. 
Rom. ix. 25; Rev, xxi. 2, 3. 


